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This brief pr^ace may begin hJee the lale of the Ancient M^nner^ i 
since it was on shvpboard that the Author acquired the vetrf mode* 
rate degree of heal knowledge and mfomailiyn^ both of people and 
scenery, wh^h he has endeavoured to embody m the romance of the 
PmUe ^ ^ V 

the summer and autumn of 1814, the Author was to 

'join a party of Gommissumers fot the Northern Lighthouse iieivice, 
who proposed w>cdHng a voyage rouaid the coast of Scotland, and 
through its veurious groups of idst As, chigfl/y for the purpose of 
seeing the condtHon of the many Ughthauses under theif direction , — 
edifices, so imporhnt, whether regarding them as benevolent or politic 
cal znstitutionB. Among the comimssionere^'who manage this vn* 
poftant public concern, ^ sheriff of each county of Scotland which 
borders on the sea holdf^u officio a place at the Board, These 
gentlemen act in every respect gratuitously, but have the use of an 
armed yacht, well found and fitted up, when they choose to visit the 
lufhthousA. An esxeUerA engineer, Mr, Robert Stevenson, is attached 
to the Board, to^^afford the benefit of his professmal advice. The 
Author aecompamei th& expAUion as a guest; for Selkirkshire, 
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th(mgh it calls Mm Sheriffs has not, iike the hi^dom of Bohemia 
Corporal Trynfs story, a seapprt in its drcvit, nor its magistrate^ of 
course, any place at the Board of Commissioners, — adrcumstance 
of link consegusTice where all were old and viftVf%(Ue friends, hred to 
the smne profession, and dispose^ to accommodate each other n every 
possible mangier, <, 

The natwre of the important hueimsi which' was the principal 
purpose of the voyage, was connected with the anmsement of visiting 
the leading chjeets of a Craoeller^s cimoeUy; for the wild ca^m, or 
formidabk shetf^ which requires ^ be marked out by a Iwhihouse, 
IS generally at no great distance from the most magnificent scoiery 
of rocks, caves, and billows^ Ovr tme, too, woe at our own disposal, 
and, as most of us were freshwater^ sailors, coim at c^ny tme 
make a fair wind out^ofpfoud one, and ruk hrfore the gale in quest 
of some obgect of curiosity which lay under <mr lee* 

With these purposes of public uhiUty amd seme personal amuse- 
ment in view, we the port of Letth on Uie t€th July I814, ran 
along the east coad of Scotkmd, viewing Ue different curiodhes, stood 
over to Zetland and Orkney, whei^ we were some time detained by 
the wonders of a country which displayed so much that was new to 
; and, having seen what was curious in the Ultima l%uk ofr the 
anclenU^, where the sun bardly thought it loorth white to go to bed, 
since \ k rising was at this season so early, we doubled the extreme 
nm'theitn tetniimtion of Scotland, and took a rapid surfmj of the 
Hebrides, where %oe feUnd many kind frwnds. There, that our little ‘ 
expedition might not want the dignity of danger, we were favoured 
with a distant glwipse of what was said to be an ,fmerkan cruiser, 
and had opporiwiiiy^'to consider what a pretty fgure we should hav^- 
nuuU had the voyage ended in ou^ being carried captive to the United 
States, After visiCmg the rorncaiUiG shores of Morvm, and the 
Vicinity <f Obm, we made a e%^ to the coefst of Ireland, and visited 
the Oian^i Causeway, tha 4 we might compare it with Staffa, whudi 
we had surveyed in our cofwrse. At Uugih, tAmi ^ mi^le of 
Septendm, we ended cfhr voyage in the Clyde, at the port of Qretnock. 

And thm terininated our pleasant kmr, to which our equipment 
gave tinueual faeUitiee, ae the id¥ip*$ corhpany eouH^form a good 
boafjt crew, independent of ikon who mi^ be left m hoard the 
vessel^ whi^ pemitied ue tKe freedom to bmd wherever our curiosity 
mrried u«. Let me add, wkUe reviewing^ for a momedt a evmy 
perHmtffmy b^ihitamottgUtetia or 

* IMairfn 
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Mi voyage togef&or^ of Mm dovbtlest of iaata ^ ^ 

puAuiUf and rmmtwng far eevmtd imke on hoard aamaU veeeely 
there netw ooGwrred the eUghieit dispute or ddeagrtemmty eaoh eemr 
ing anacioue to mdhnd^ own parhictdar widm to thorn Me 
friendeT By thii muiwU aooommOib^ion M the pnt/fom oj our 
littk expedition obtmhed^ whUe for a^bim we^might have 
adopted the Unee ff AUam VwMidngh<m*e fine eee^eong, 

** The world i(f waters woe ojer hopw. 

And wehry men were iAtr 
_ • • 

* But sorrow mixes her memorials with the purest vetnemhrames of 
pleastsre, On^etwming fr<jn9 the voyage which had proved so satiS’ 
factory ^ef found ihod fate had ^gprived her eomtry most unexpectedly . 
of a lady, qualified to akom the high ramh w^ich she held, and who 
fuui long admitted me to a share of her friendslwpf^ The mdmqUmt 
loss of one of those comrades who made up the poarty, and he the most 
tntmate friend I Itad in the world,^ oasts alio its shade on recollec- 
tions which, hut for these imhittermenh, would he gfherwise so 
Aatufactory, * 

I may Ifpre hri^ observe, that my hurmess in this voyage, so far 
as t could he said to have any, was to er}fiecmwr to discover some 
localities whidi might be useful m the Lord of the Isles, % poem 
with which I was then threatening th^ public, and which wc0after- • 
^waids printed without attaining remarhabk success, jffut a^at the 
same time the anonymous novel of ** Wdverlef* was making its way 
to popular}^, I already argued the possibility of a secffnd ^ori in 
this department of literature, and I saw much ^ the wild islands of 
the Orkneys and Zeilmid, which I judged might be nhade M the 
highest degree interesting, dwuld thgse isles ever becorgs the scene of a 
narrative of ficftHous events, I learned the history of Gow the pirate 

from an old sibyl ( the subject qf NdK E, end of this volume), whose 
principal subsistence was by a trade vn favourable \oinds, which she 
s(M toemariners Stromness, Nothi^ could he more interesting 
than the kindness amd hospitality of the gen^men of Zetland, which 
was to me the more affect^, as several Mm had bemfrie^ and 
corresg^ondents qfmyfamer/X 

* [Bintef Kattieiiiiio, ]>achon of Biicd«ii^ di«d Mill Augiui^ 1S14] * * 

^ t {Vote A. WilUun Mkiiw ot Sitteddor.) 
t ri bm hsen toia^^ ei^ ISr. iMOttut, ** by ome of Uw mmtmobm of tbn 
llUlor tMoMiti Isio mettgcetsl enjoyments, 
my m ymatneo. tm, ipbmimpwma mm ekt ms mm of masamm 

8ii3id«far,iolMittwuibAi&a\Mli«ctodftiid oaicited saoOdylIttiiliir MttwoiilAIM 
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I wan induced to go a generation or tw6 farther haek^ to find 
materkUs frem which I might trace the feedmte of the old Norwt^itm 
UdaUer, the Scotti^ gentry hamng in general oempied th^ place of 
that ^rmtive racCf and their language and (peckliaritiee of ^manner 
hamyig entirely dieappeared, The only difference now to be observed 
hetvnxt the gentry cfotheu isUmde and'‘tho»e of Scotland in ge»,s>ral 
is, that the wealOi and property is more equally divided among our 
more northern countryrnm, and that there esnst among the resident 
proprietors no mm <ff veAj (preat wealthy whose dieplay of its luxurm 
might render the others disconteMed with their own lot, SProm the 
same* cause of ^general equality of fortunes^ and the cheapness of 
living, which is its nalural consequenu, 1 found the officeri^^of a 
veteran regiment who had maintained the gapison at Fori Charlotte, 
in Lerunch, discomposed at the idea of being recalled from a country 
where their pay, h^ever inadequate to the oqpmises of a capital, um 
fully adequate to their wants, and it was singular to hear natwes of 
merry England herself regfetiing their approaching departure from 
the melomchily istes of the Ultima Thule. 

Such are the trivial particulars attending the origin of that 
publication which took place ieveral years later than the agre^ahle 
journey in which it took its rise. 

Th^ state of manners which I have introduced in the romaiwe 
was necessaply in a great degree vmagvnary, though founded in some 
inearu^e on slight hints, which, showing what was, seenM to give f 
reasonable indicatK/n of what must once have been, the tone of the 
society in these sequestered but interesting islands. % 

In one respect I togts judged sometohat hastily, ^perhaps, when the 
chimcter of Noma was pronounced by the critics a mere copy of Meg 
Memlies. That I had fallen sksrt of what X with^ arid desired to 
urpress is unquestwnabk, otherynse my object could not have been so 
widely mistaken ; nor am I ^ think thod any person who will tfike 
the trouble of reckUng (he J^rate with some attentiwn, can fail to 
trace in Noma, — the^victim of remorse and insanity, and the dupe 
of her own imposture, her mind, too, flooded wi^ all the wild Uteres 
ture and exiromgemi superstitions of 0u ngrth, — something distinct 
from the Dumfriesshire gipsy, whose prikusicne to mper^tural 

itic kindest^ and dtsoraetwi plan to laava him to himadlfl * I oft^* aaid Laid 
Kinedddr, *o& oomtng tip from the eahin at niglill^ fhimd him pactng tba deck 
rapidly* mnttaiing to 1ilmlMf--«nd went to ilia fic«aa»lla» laat my pmenea idKHiId 
disturb him. I rameiaber thhi at Loch CarriahlA in partloialar be aeeined quite 
ovanahalmad with hit fboUoga. ' '*J 
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p0ioerM are not heyond*ikQse a Norwood jprophstm, Thofomd^ 
tiofk of ittch a {^utracter may he perhaps traced^ (Hough H he too irtte 
that (he nfceeeary rntperetradwre eamot hoot hem raieed upon (honif 
otkerwiee the remarJt umuld have heen uimeceeeary. There it 
great i/i^prchahiliUy in 4he etateiment of Noma poeeeeeing pomf and 
opportunity to imprees on Sthen heUrf on Her ikpemaUmd 
powers which dietraoied her own mind. Yet, amdd a very credulous 
and ignorant population, iU is astonishing what success may be 
attained by an impostor, who is, at tha sdme time, an enOinsiast, 
It is 8uci> as to rsmind us of the coaplei tvhdeh assuns us that 

** The plscmsrs is as great 
0/heing cheated as to cheai/^ 

• * • 

Indeed, as I have observed deewhere, thmprhfeBsed estpUmo/bion of 
a talc, wlwrs appearances or incidents of a supernatural character 
are explained on natural cauees, has often, in the winding up of the 
^ story, a degree of i^tnprobcdnlity almost e^jual to an absohute goblin 
tale. Nven the genius of Mrs, Radcliffe could not always surmount 
difficulty. 


Ahuotoforo, May 18dl< 



^DrEltTTSEME^T TO TtE FIEST EDITIOJf. 
December 1821. 

TfTE ptFrpoBe HiA following is to gim a doU^M and 

accufate occow?# of certain remarkahk ineidmU which took place ik 
the Orhiey Islands^ concerning which^the more imperfect tradiiiom 
and mutilated records fif ihe ciymtrytpnly tell us the following errone- 
ous particulars ‘ ♦ 

In the month of Jamtary 17^4^ a nmel^ caUed the Revenge^ 
hearing iioenty large guns^ amd six maUer^ commanded by John 
GoWy or Ooffsy or Smithy came to the Orkney IslkindSy and was dis^ ^ 
covered to be a ptfatOy by various acts of insolenee and vtllany com- 
viitted by the crew. Time, were far some time submitted fo, th^ 
inhabitants of these remote islands not possessing arms means of 
resistance; and so holdpios the Captain of these banditti, thftt he 
not why came ashore, and gave dancing parties in the village of 
StroSoesSy but, before his rea^^ character was discoveredy engaged the 
affections, and received the troth-pliqht, of a yowng lady possessed of ^ 
some property, A patriolie individual, James Fea, younger of 
Ckstron, formed the plan of securing the huccanier, whiti^ he effected 
by a mixture of course and address, xn coruequevme chi^ of Gow*s 
imsd having gone on shore near the harbour of Calf sound, on the 
Jdand of Eda^ not far dutant j^om a house then xnhaJnted by Mr. 
Fea, In the various stratagems by ickick Mr, Fea hmtnved finally, 
at the peril of his life ( they hefhg well armed and desperate) to make 
(he whok pirates his prisoners, he was much aided by Mr, James 
Laing, the grafuifath^ of the late Malcolm LaiHg, Esq., ike acute 
and ingenious historian of Scotland during the ITth century ff 

GoWy and oUiers of hts crew, sufferedy^ sentence of the High 
Court of Admiralty, ^ puniuhmmt their\irnm had d^erved. 

^^tiTThlR i^ntlemtn wiui called Seoftch Bar In the year hat the iaftnn 
atate ot hia health Indoeed him, In 1810. to leare the {irofeasion, and reaide on hiti 
paternal property near Kirkwall, derotiBg himie)^ to agriooltdnd ponafta. He 
died in November 1818, iged h5, and was Interred la the nave of St Hashnt'a 
Cathedral} 
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Si wndml0d ^nat audm^i^ ^shm b^m ^ C$mi; 

o/ff^framm oceoanl ^ matlTi 6 |ici»«yi 40 »liiieM^ to Achm 
suIm^ to MfiM mMfual mmida, «» ordl«f to oofi^ him to 
jpttfOKi loonb ap ihm: **J^ ^hw mM no$ pUad, for 
Vfhich ^ was brau^h^ h tAo btir^ |m4 ih$ Judg9 eriind that his 
th^fidfs ahmld bi sguemed two mm wilh a tiU it did 

break; and Uam A thotdd he doubled,, Hii it^did ogam break, and 
then laid threefold, and that the exeentionefri should puU with their 
whole strmgih; which sentence Chw mdmred^wUh a great deal of 
holdnes^* The next morning (Misfit may 17M), he had seen 
fhe ternkle preparations fen pressing him to dea^^his courage gave 
way, m and ^ told the Maraud of Court, t^t he would not have 
giv^ ^ muen trouble, had he hem asrured of not being hanged in 
chains. He was then fried, condemned, qna rxrecuted, with others of 
h%s crew. 

It is said, that the lady whose qfscUons Cow had engaged, went 
up to London to see him before his death, and that, arrimug too late, 
Jie had the cenrags to reguat a sight h%s dead body ; and thsn, 

^ touching the hand of tiie corpse, dhe formally resumed me trothplighi 
which she had bestowed. Without going through this ceremony, she 
coMld not^ according to the superstition of the country, ha/oe escaped 
a visit from the ghost of her departed %ver, t» the event of her 
bestowing upon any living suitor the faith which she had plighted 
the dead.^ This part of the legend nuty serve as a curious comment 
tary on the fine SeoUish ballad, which beginsf * 

There came a ghost to Margarets door^'* etc,* 

* The common account of this incidmt fartfUt hears, that Mr^ Fea, 

the spirited individual by whose ^xertions Gouj*s career^ of inigmty 
was cut %Ms so far from reeemng any reward from Oovemr 
ment, that he could not obtain even countenance enough to protect 
him against a variety of dwm suits, raised againsi hvm by Newgate 
soliciiofs, who acted in the name of Oow, and others of the pirate 
grew;. and the various eapenses, vexatious ^m>seeution$, and other 
legal consequences, in which his gallant exploit involved him, utterly 
ruined his fortune, asfS, his family ; makmg his memory a notable 
exard^le to jaU who shaiU in fiUure take pirates on their^pwn 
authority, ^ 

* (TM* b«Ited of printed in 11|rd's CotUetUm, ^o\ i p TO 

It ti not eo weU known tm K«llet% vonioti, ** WO^ and Mtugatvt/’ wbkh begins^ 

* *Tmu at ihefiarfui midnight hour *f 
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li i§ to be mppoied, for ^ honour of Gwtfe the FirrCe Govern^ 
mmt, that the last cnrcwiupmce^ at weU M (he daUe, <gnd f^her 
jmrHculars of the emmrwnty received story, pare macourqU, fmce %ey 
will he fmiul totally irreconcMble with rfollowing veraeioue 
narrctive, compiled from matei^li to whidii. he hirtmlf o^om kae 
had oAcwe, 

Tss AumOH oir WArBBLEY, 















CHAPTKIil. 

« 

l!h« Biom had ceased its wintry roar. 

Hoarse da«h the blilo^e of the sea ; 

Bat who on Thule's desert shore. 

Cries, Have 1 btintt my harp A thee t 

MaoinxL. 

That long, nnrrbw, and irregular inland, unimlly caUm ilia Main- 
land of Zetland, becaune it in far the largest of Ibat Archi- 
pelhgo, tennimtea, as ia well-known to the^ mariners who 
navigate the stormy seas which^isarround the Thule of the 
andmits, in a cliff of imm^tte hei^^t, entitled Sumbuigh Head, 
whichjpcesents i|iB bare sctdp and nal^ sides tb die weight of a 
iiremendous surge, fonn^ the extreme p«tnt of the isle to the 
south-east Tl^ lofty prmnontoiry is eonstfintiy exposed to the 
ctnrent of a strong a^ fiinous ^le, irhicb, setdng in betwixt 
the Orkney and ^land Islands, running with force ^y 
infmcw to that of the Pentland Firth, takes its name from die 
faeafland we Mto mentioned, and is called the Boost of Sum- 
bmj^l bemg the phrase assign^ isles to <nir- 

mts^ihis deseriptiom ^ ^ 
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On the land side the promontory is ooYmd with short 
and slopes steep^ down a little isthin^ upon which th^m 
has encroached in creeks, which, advancing from $itl^ cdH of 
the island, gradually work their way fonp^ and seem as if in 
a sl^ time th^ would a juncthm^^and altogethl^ insu- 
late Suml^prgh Head, when what is now a wiQ become a 
lonely morintoin isfst, severed from Ihe mhdand, of which it 
is at presmit the tenninating extremity. 

Man, however, Jmd <jn firmer days coosidared tills as a re* 
mote or unlik^y event ; lor a ^Norwegian chief of oth« times, 
or as other actants said, and as the name of Yarishof aeemefl 
to imply, an ancient Earl of the Orkneys had aticjpted this neck 
of land as the place for establishmg a mansion-house. R has 
bean long entiiely dos^^rted, and Ihe vefJtiges only can be die- 
named with difficulty ; for ^e loose sand, borne on the tempes- 
tuous gales of those stormy regions, has overblown, and almost 
buried, the ruins of the buildi^ ; but in the end the seven- 
teenth oentuiy a part ef the EarPs mansion was still entire 
and habitable. It was a ruds building of rough stone, with^ 
nothing about it to gratify the ^e, or to excite the imagina- 
tion; a large old-fasMoned nmrow house, with a ^ery sleep 
roof, covered with flags composed of gr^ sandstone, would 
porh^ convey the best idea ^ the place to a modem reader. 
The windows were few, yt^j small m size, and distrjibuted up 
and down the budding with utter ccmtempt of rc^arity. ^ 
Against the main stmcture had rested, in former times, certain 
smaller compartments of the mansion-house, o^ntainliDg offices 
or subordinate apaiCnumts, necessaiy ffir the Earl’s retainers and 
meniak Bat these had become ruinoitt ; and the rafters had 
been taken dofhi for flrewood,Stir for other puipeses; the w&Us 
had given way in many plasps ; and, to complete the devasta 
tion, the sand had already drift^ amongst tiie mins, and filled 
up what had been once the dmmbers they <wntaiiied, the 
depth of two or three feet 

Amid thii desolation, the mhabitaBts of Yarishof had oqeu- 
trivedt by constaot labour and attention,^ keep iu order a few 
roods of land, whid) had been mudosed as a gai^en, and whidi, 
ahftared by the walla o( the hooae itself frmn tib rekntiess 
sea-blast, placed smsh vcfetdbles m the riimate ooukl bring 
forth, or rather asithe anagale wo^ pemit to groir^ flw 
these islands experience even leestof the i%our of opld than is 
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tikmatattA m the iftMnlead of Seotbad ; bitt^ aiMheltmd 
a of iome ecort or other, it le scaroe poesiUe raise am 
thi most (wdinvy ouliaaiy vegeUUee ; and as fbr aiomba or 
trees, tW are eatlrelf out the questioii, sueh k the feroe of 
the svee^tig eea^Uast # ^ 

^ a ahort dktjfiioe fixM the maamon, apd near dfco the sea< 
beach, just where the oredc f<Hius a scrt of imperfect harbour, 
in whi^ lay three or four ,^udmig4)oata, there were a few most 
wretched oottages ibr ihe inhabltante^a^ tenants dT the town 
ship of tYariihof, who held theodioie diskiot cf the landlord 
upcm such terms as were in those days usua^iy granted to 
persgtm of this descriptionj and which, of course, were hanl 
enougJw The landlord hiimK^ resided upcm an estate which he 
possessed in a more el^ble situi^on, in a^didbrent part of the 
island, and addom visited his possessions at Sumburgh Head. 
He was an honest, plain Zetland gwtieman, somewhat paonon'^ 
ate, the necessary result of being surrounded by dependants , 
and somewhat over-oonvivial in his habits, *the ransequence, 

. [Kurhaps, of having too much tdne at his dkposal ; but frank- 
tempered^d generous to his people, and kind and hospitable 
to Itiangers. He was descend^ also of an old and noble Nor 
wegian family ; a circuinstanoe whieh lendered him dearer to 
the lower ordeifi, most of whom are .of the same race ; wJiSe the • 
lairds, oibproprietoiB, are generally w Soottidx extnttJtioBL who, 
at that early period, were still oemsidered as strangers and in- 
truders. ^Magnus Tioil, who deduced his descent the very 
Earl who was opposed to have founded Yarlshrf, was pecu- 
liarly of this qpmkm. ^ 

The iraent inhabitants of^Yarlshof had exparieneed, on 
several odoasiBos, the kindness and good will of the proprietor 
of ths territory. When Mr. Meoctotm — such was the name of 
the present i^bitant the edd manska — first arrived in 
Z^ltttd, some fern before the stoiy commmfoes, he Imd hm 
received at the house of Mr. I^il with tdat warm and oordhd 
hospitality for which the iidimds are disUnguished. No one 
adud him vdieuee he^came, where he was gdng, what was hk 
por^we in vkithig so remote a comer of &e empire, or jrhat 
was likdy to be Ihe tens of hk stay. He arrived a peribet 
stranger; yet was inskmtly overpowered by a sneeesskm ^ Invi- 
Mkns; a^ in each house whIA he visfind, he found a home 
as kog as he ehees to acoepSl it, and as one of Ihe fomSy, 
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t 

onnotioed imd uimoticuig, imtil he ihous^t proper to remore 
to eome o^er dwelHiig. •This eppareot indifference to the r^ik, 
dumcter^ and qualitiei of guest, did not orise^fropn ep^jf 
on the of his kind hosts, for the iidiuiderB had %it Ml 
ehaie of natural curiosity ; \pt their delicacy deemed it vould 
be an infringement^ upon the laws 'of ho 8 pii| 41 ty, to ask (pes- 
tions which their guest might have found it (j^ealt or nn- 
pleasing to answer ; and instead of ^endearouring, as is usual in 
other countries, to wring, out of Ur. Mertoun such communica- 
tions as he might find it agreeable to withhold, the coasiderate 
Zetlnnders coi|!;ented tbem^ves with eagerly gathering up sudi 
scraps of information as could be^collected iir ^he coul^ of 
conversation, ^ * 

But the rock in m ^i^hian desert ii not more reluctant to 
afford water^ than Mr. Basil Mertoun was niggard in imparting 
his confidence, even incidentally ; and certainly the politeness 
of the gentry of Thule was never put to a more severe test than 
when they felt cthat good-breeding enjoined them to abstain 
from inquiring into the situation of so m 3 rsterioufi a personage. 

All that was actually known of him was easily stpnmed up. 
Mr. Mertoun had come to Lerwick, then rising into some im- 
portantf^o, but not yet acknowledged as the principal town of 
the ioiaud, in a Dutch ves^, accompanied only by his son, a 
handsome boy of about fourteen years old. His own age might 
exceech forty; The <d>utoh skipper introduced him to some of 
the very good friends with whom be used to baiij^ gin and 
gingerbre^ for MtUe Zetland bullocks, smoked geese, and 
stockings of lamVchwool ; and although Meinheer could only 
say, that “ Meinheer Mertoun ,hab bey his bassage like (me 
gi^emans, and hab given a ^jeitadoto bedd# to the crow/’ 
this inteoduction served to esteblish the Dutchman's passenger 
in a respectable circle of acquointaiioes, which gradually mi- 
larged, as it appeared that the stranger was a naan of omaiider- 
able acquirements. ^ 

This disooveiy was made almoBt fer force; for Mertoun was 
as unwilling to speak upon gmieral snhjeefcs, as upon his own 
But he was soteetknes led into dbotta^^ms, v^hicb 
shidt^od, as it were in spite of himself, the scholar and the 
man of the wmid ; and, at other timee^ as if in requitid of 
the heqpitality wlri(& he eaqperienoed, hB seemed to oonipet 
himself, agaiisst his fixM natore, enter into the soeMf of 
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its 

tlio«e around ospodally vhon it aimmod tho grave, 
Qiebadbolf^ or satbioa) oast, wMoh ]l)e 8 t suitad tho^ tamper of 
his own mind. Upon suoh oooasioiis, Zetlandem were 
tmivmwj of opiniof that he must have had an eacdleut 
eduoaijiu, negboted ^only in oua^stdkiiig partieular, mujdy, 
tb^ Mr. Uertoc^ scarce Jcnew w stem of a ship from the 
stem ; and in the managem^t of a boat,*a oow cooM not he 
more ignoxiuit It seemed astonishing such gross ignoxanoe ol 
the most nec^sary art of life (in the Zetland Isles at least) 
should subsist along with hu aocon^plishinenta in pther respects ; 
but 80 it was. 

Unless called forth in the manner we have mentioned, the 
habicS ^ Basil Mertoun were retired and gloomy. From loud 
mirth he instantly ; and even the moderati^ cheerfhlness 
of a friendly party, had the invariable effect of throwing him 
into deeper dejection than even his usual dememiour indicated. 

Women ace aWays particularly desirous of investigating 
mystery, and .of alleviating melancholy, espec^y when these 
circumstances are imited in a handsome man ab^^'the prime 
of life. It is possible, therefore, that amongst the |sii>baired 
and bluo^ed daughtexs of Thule this mysterious and pensive 
stranger might have found some one to take upon hersdf the 
task of oousoLa^ion, had he shown^ any willingness 
such kindly offices ; but, far from doing so, he seemed even to 
shun the presence of the sex, to which in our distresses, whether 
of mind or jfKxly, we generally apply for jruty and comfort. 

To these Mertoun added another^ which was 

particularly disagreeable to his host and** prindw patron, 
Magnus Troil This magnate of Zetland, desoen^d by the 
fatWs side, as we have alieadf said, from an lindeut Norwe- 
gian fiunily ixy the marriage of its^rrepresentative with a Danish 
lady, held the devout qmuon that a cup of (^eva or Nants 
was specific agsyinst all cares and afflictions wnatever. These 
Vere tonedies to which Mr. Mertoun nevu applied ; his drink 
was water, and water alone, and no persuasion or entreaties 
ooold induce him tOftaste aay strougm* beverage than was 
affi)rded 1 ^ <he pfure streaim Kow this Magnus Tioit could imt 
tolerate ; it %as a drtSaum to the andent northern laws of ceb- 
viviatity, winch, Ibr Im own part, be had eo rigiffly observed, 
tindi d^migh he was wont to assert he had never in 
his life gbns to bed drank ^that is, it< bis own sense of the 
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void), it would have been impufieiUe tOt prove that he had 
ever resigned himself to^ slumber in a state of aetual and 
absolute sobriety. It may be therefore asked, 'W}mt did this 
stranger bring into sodety to compensate the disphms&re given 
by his austere and abstemi^ habtst He hai^ in the first 
place, tha^ manner and self'importanoe vhidi mark a penscm of 
some consequence ; Wd although it was co^eo&ired that he owd 
not be rich, yet it was certainly known by his expenditure that 
neither was he absolutply^poor. Hh had, besides, some powers 
of conversation, when, as we j[mTe alxea^ hinted, he chose to 
exert them, ai^ his misanthropy or aversion to the business and 
intercourse of ordinaiy life, was oft^ expressed in an antithe' 
tical manner, which often passed for wit, when befter wsf Wot to 
be had. Above all^*Mr. Mertoun^s secret seemed impenetrable, 
and his presence had all the interest of a riddle, which men love 
to read over and over, because they cannot find out the meaning 
of it. 

Notwithstandgig these recommendations, Mertoun differed ‘ 
in so maxfy matei^ points from his host, that after he had 
been for some time a guest at his principal residence, Magnus 
Troil was agreeably surprised when, one evening aitef they6ad 
sat t^ hours in absolute sdenoe, drinking brandy and water — 
that^l^, Magnus drinking the alcohol, and Mertoun the element, 
— ^the 'guest asked his hobt’& ixurmission to occupy, as Im tenant, 
this i^eserted mau%Qn of Yarlshof, at the extremity of the* 
territory called Bunrosaness, and situated just breath Sum* 
burgh Head. shall be handsomely rid^of him,’* quoth 
Ma^us to himselff ** and his kill-joy visage will never agam 
stop the bottle in its round. His departure will ruin me in 
lemons, howoi^r, for his mere^locdr was quite sufficiont to sour 
a whole ocean of punch.” «, 

Yet the kind-hearted Zetlander generously and disinterestedly 
remonstmted with Mr. Mmixiun on the solitqdn and i]| 00 iivo> 
oienoea to which he was abmit to subject himself, ** There 
were soaroeltyi” be said, ^*6ven the most necessary articles of 
furniture in Idte old house-^there was ^ aoeki^ wiidiin many 
mSidih-4st provisioiui, the principal aitiok of fi)od would be sour 
■mboks, and his only cmqpeiiy ^cQs and ganneta.”*^ 

gc^ ftieiid,* Hertouu, you oouU have 

nattmd a canmmatiMi trbicdi would rndiw the xuiideooe xnoie 
a^Ue to me than m$ other, it Is that there irould be neither 
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humftK h^mxf mt Irngm todfity jmt the place of my fetreat I 
a d|dler ttm the weigher fat my owi|^h6tt4 ai^ for the b(^i, 
ia eU J eeek fox, So naioe your xaa%m. TroO, aud M me be 
your temuA Jb ¥adi^*’ 

^'BeBjtraasweced Ae ZeUeudar; ^^why» ao great reat^for 
aa old hoQBe which impose Igyi ixTadPia emoe my motho^’e duie 
met heri'-J^id as for shelter^ the (Sid waUs are thick 
enough, and will bear many a bang yet But, Heaveu lote 
you, Mr. Hertouu, think whdt you are jq^urposing. For one of 
us to live at Yarlahof^ wore a wild sdheme enough ; but you, 
who are from another (Mmntry, whether En^diah, SeotoL or Irish, 
uo one can tell ^ 

“ "Sot ^oes* it greatly matter,” said Mertoun, somewhat 
abruptly.* • * •, 

Not a herring’s scale,” answered theP Laird ; *'o&ly that I 
* li!:e you the better for being no Scot, as I trust you are not 
one. Hither-they have oome like the olaok-geese— ^vezy oham- 
^berlaSn has brought Sver a dock of hie owa name, and bis 
own hatohing, for what I know, and here they roost ^r ever — 
tatch tiiem returning to their own barren Highlands or Low* 
lands, when once they have tasted our Zetland beei^ and seen 
our bminy ^ooes and lochs. No, sir” (here Magnus jutK^ed 
with great aninudiem, sipping from time to time the h^<d|hited 
spirit, which at the same time animllted his resentment djgainst 
ahe intruders, and enabled him to endure^ the mortifying re 
deotion which it suggested), — No, sir, the ancient days and 
the genuiiaa^inajpierB of these Isla^ are no mfre , far our 
ancient possaasom — our Patersons, our Fees, ourtuSchlagbren* 
nen, our Thorbioms, have given place to Gifl^ds, Sootts, 
Mouats, man Yhose names l^peak them or their anceaton} 
stnmgm to the boQ which we the^Troils have inhabited long 
bef<ffe the days of Turf-Einar, who first tau^ these Isles the 
mys^eoT of peat fat dmi, and who has been handed 

dmt lo a gniaSvd posterity by a name^ which reoorda the 
(iisodJmy.’* 

Shtt was a sulQeet whidi the p(>t^tateof Yaddutf was 
UBiudly very difi^ aim Itotoun saw him enter upcm it with 
pleaat^ because he knew he should not be called upcei ^ 
contribute any aid to ithe ocmvensafloii, and w^t tlmrefore 
indulge hia own satanuBe humour while t%e Korwi|jbii Zet 
hndbr declaimed on the shangerfttoies^ Bui 



WAVKEU:? KOTBL8. 


16 

jcust M Magmifi had arrived at the piekacholy floi q4»«k m, 
paro^ble it wae, t^t m another oentoiy ecaree a nwfJb-^ 
acarceeven an ure of land, woold be in the posBenkm of^tiieKoise 
inbabitajitfi, the true Udallers* oi he leodUeoted Ube 

dreuznetances of hie guest, and stopped roddeEnlj ahort^ ^ I do 
not eay aJi this,” he added,^mt€rn>pting‘^hiins^^ ‘'as if I were 
iinwillhig that yo% should settle on my estate, Mr, MertoSn— 
But for Yarlshof — thd place is a wild one — Oome from where 
you will, I warrant you will say, like other travelleni, you came 
fVom a better climate than ours, for so say you all. And yet 
yop think of^a retreat whicii the very natives run away from. 
Will you not ’take your glass V * — (This was to be considered as 
mterjoctional), — “then here’s to you.” 

“ My good sir,”" answered Mertoun, “ I am inditferent to' 
climate ; if there is but air enough to fill my lungs, I care not 
if it be the breath of Arabia or of Lapland.” 

“ Air enough you may have,” answered Magnus, “ no lack of 
that — somewhaf damp, strangers allege it to be, but we know 
a correctffe for that— Here’s io you, Mr. Mertoun — You must 
learn to do «>, and to smoko a pipe ; and then, as you say, you 
will find the air of Zetland eqiml to that of Arabia. But have 
you (feen Yarlshof ^ 

T1 e stranger intimated that be bad not. 

“ Then/’ replied Magnui, “you have no idea of ^ur under- 
takiug. If you th\nk it a comfortable roadstead like this, .with 
the house situated on the side of an inland voe,t ^t brings 
the herrings up to your door, you are mistaken, heart. At 
Yarlshof you will 3ee nought Imt the wild waves tumbling on 
the bare rocks, and the K^t of Sumbuigh running at the rate 
of fifteen knots an hour.” ^ t, 

“I shall see nothing at, least of the ouxrent of human pas^ 
sions,” replied Mertoun. 

‘‘Von will hear nothing hut the clani^gi^ aorsK|ping of 
Bcarts, riieer-watera^ and sea-gtdls, firom daybreak 
“ I will compound, my ftimid,'* r^Od stranger, “so that 
I do not hear chattering wonmn’a tonguea** 

« “ Ah,” said tlmNoiman, “that is because you %eer just iiew 

* the UdaUets m the akMkU poneaion of aMsnd, hoid their 
powtiiione under the Korwegiea law, iitiiWisd of 
tibdaoed toong thcDutaiai Sooth^ 

^ t 8elawat(W likiL 
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my little Miima and ^rmida aingiag in the garden with your 
Moidannt Kow, 1 would rather list^ to th^ Ut^e T^oee, 
than the akylark which 1 onoe heard in Oaithneaa, or the night* 
ingale that^ We re$ul of. — ^What will the girla do want of 
thdr plafmate MordWir 

'^^ey will shift for a&werad M6rtouii;.*'youn^ 

at emer th^ will find |daymataa or dupea.-*^But the question 
is, Mr. Troil, will you let to me, as your tenant, this old man- 
sion of YsrWiofr 

** Qladly, sinoe you make it your opfion to live in a spot so 
desolate.** ” 

** And as for the rent)** coj^tinued Mertoun. 

“ The r&ntt* replied Magnus ; “ hum — why, you must have 
the bit of pUmUe mLwtfi whicfi they once called a garden, and 
a right in the icathoid^ and a sixpenny nlerk of land, that the 
• tenants may fish for you ; — eight itspundsf of butter, and eight 
shillings string yearly is not too much ?'* 

* Mr. Mertoun agreed* to terms so moderate, and fh>m thence- 
forward resided chaefiy at the so’jtaiy mansion whiob'we have 
described in the begixming of this chapter, conforming not only 
withnut complaint, but, as it seemed, with a sullen pleasure, 
to all the privations which so wild and desolate a aitu^tion 
necessarily imposed on its inhabitant (o 

* * Note B. PUntie cruire. 

^ t A HspcM is about thirty poandt Eaglbi}!, and^ ibe value ia avemged 
^ by I>r. SdmoDS^ at ten ebilUngs storiiiig. 


CHAPTER Second. 

*Tis sot sloae the ecrae — the sum, Asaelroo, 

The find* aympathies in these wildawaates, 

Aad nmghly itimbung aeae, which fairer yiewt 
And anioother wavea oaoy him, 

Asouorr Dbaics. 

Tkk few inhabitanbi the township of Yarlshof had at first 
heard with ahum, that a person of rank superior to their 
was come to rerida in the ruinous tenemmit, which th^ still 
called the Castle. In those diQn (for the present times are 
greatly altered for the better) fhe presenc&of a superior, in snob 
VOL, XOL 0 
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a situation^ waa almost certain to be attended witb additional 
burdens ajiid exactions, for which, under one pretext or another, 
feudal customs furnished a thousand apologies.^ By each oi 
these, a part of the tenants' haxd-won and precarioirfin*ofit8 was 
diverted for the use of their powerful^eighbour and^upcxior, 
the tacks|nan, as he was Galled ^But the sub-tenants speedily 
found that no op^ession of this kind was fo be apprehencmd at 
the hands of Basil Mertoun. His own means, whether large or 
small, were at least fplly adequate to his expenses, whiph, so far 
as regarded his habits oT life, were of the most fru^ description. 
The luxuries of a few books, and some philosophical in^rtiments, 
with which Re was supplied fron^, London as occasion offered, 
seemed to indicate a degree of wedth unusual in xh&e iMands 3 
but, on the other, dand, the table and^ the accommodations at 
Yailahof, did not efice^ what was maintained by a Zetland 
proprietor of the most inferior description. • 

The tenants of the hamlet troubled themselves very little 
about the quality of tjneir superior, as ^oon as they found thalT 
their sitaatiou was rather to mended than rendered worse bjr 
Ins presence ; and, once relieved from the apprehension of his 
tyrannising over them, they laid their heads together to «iake 
the most of him by various petty tricks of overcharge and extor- 
tioi^which for a while the stranger submitted to with the most 
philosoplpc indifference. An incident, however, occurred, which 
put this character in a new light, and effectually checked oM 
future efforts at exlravagantrimposition. 

A dispute arose in the kitchen of the Castle ifttwixt an old 
govemante, who^cted as housekeeper to iJr. Mertoun, and 
Sweyn Erickson, as good a Zetlander as ever rowed a boat to 
the haaf fishjpg which dispute, as is usual suoh cases, was 
maintained with such increasing heat and vociferati<m as to 
roach the ears of the master (as he was called), who, secluded 
in a solitaiy turret, was deeply employed in eaymining the cxm- 
tents of a new pacljpge of b^ks from London, which, after long 
expectation, had found its way to Hull, fircnn thence by a whaling 
vessel to Lerwick, and so to YarishoL With more than the 
ufuifl thrill of indignation which indolent peopie always feel 
wjfen roused into action on some unpleasant occasion, Mertoun 
d6s(^ded to the scene uf contest, and ag suddenly, per^ptorSj. 

* The deepHie^flahiug, in diatinetioki to thnt which is prsotised along 
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aaid strictly^ iaquimLUie cause id* depute, that the parUee^ ndt^ 
withetandii^; evezy erasioH they attempts, besaiue UBable 
to dii^^uisevfrom him that thdr diffemce xespeoted the seyeiral 
iftt^esta \o which* honest goTemante, and bo less Jii<mest 
w^ respectively entitle^ in an overcharge of about 
mie hundred per cent on a bargain of rockgood, purclwed by the 
mnner from tihe latter, for the use of the family at Yarsholf. 

When this was fairiy ascertained and ocmfes^, Mr. Mertoun 
stood looking upon the culprits with ^ea in which the utmost 
scorn seemed to contend wi^ awc^cening passion. ^ ** Hark you, 
ye old hag/' said he at length to the housekei^>er, avoid^ny 
house this iqstant ! and kaow that I dismiss you, not for being 
a Uhr, a ^ief, and an ungra^ful quean, -—ifor these are qualities 
as propfc* to you as ^our name of womSn, — but lor daring, 
in my house, to scold above your breafti. — And for you, you 
rascal, who suppose you may cheat a stranger as you would 
^inch* a whale, know^that I am well acquainted with the rights 
which, by delegation from your master, Magnus Troil, I can 
exercise over you if I will.* Provoke me to a certain ^itch, and 
you shedl leam, to your cost, I can bre^ your rest as easily as 
yo« can ifttermpt my leisure. I know the meaning of scat, and 
wattle, and hanvMim, and hagakf, and every other exacflon by 
which your lords, in ancient and mydem days, have wrun^our ^ 
withers ; ^or is there one of you that shall not rue tfie day that 
^GU coula not be content with robbing nffe of my monc^f, but 
must aiso break in on my leisure with your atrocious northern 
clamour, thm rivals in discord the screaming of a of Arctic 
gulls.” • * 

Nothing better occurred to Sweyn, in answer to -this objurga- 
tion, than the preferring a humbfe request that his*honour would 
t)e pleased to keep the cod-fish without payment, and say no 
more about the matter \ but by this time Mr. M^tdhn had 
worli^up his passionB into an ungovmiable rage, and with one 
hand he tbx^w the money at the fisherman'Aiead, while with the 
other he pelted him out of the a(>artment with his own 
wbidi he finally fiung ^t of doors after him. 

There waf so mudb of appalling and tyrannic fuiy in the 
stranger’s manner on this oc^^on, that Sweyn neither stc^njjted 
to coyest the numey nos take back his comm^ity^ but fled at a 

Th^sperstlon of sHdng the blubber from the%on0S of’1;be whale, id 
oeUed, technically, ♦ • 


so 
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pred|ntate rate to the small hamlet^ to teU his oommdes that if 
they provoked Master M^toun any farther, he ▼opld tum^aii 
absolute Pate Stewart* on their hand, and head andJiang wi^ 
out either judgment or mercy. - • 

HitLer also came the du^rded housekeeper, to eouffult with 
her neighbours and jdndrea (for she too was a native of tl;)e 
village) what she should do to regain the ded&ble situation 
which she had been so suddenly expelled. The old Kanzellaar 
of the village, who had voice mW potential in the ddiberar 
tions of the township, after jiearing what had happen^, pro- 
nounced that*S<7eyn il^ckson had gone too far in rainng the 
market upon Mr. Mertoun ; and that whatever pret^ ^e tacks- 
man might assume fq;r thus giving way to his anger, the Veal 
grievance must have* been the charging the rook ood-^h at a 
penny instead of a halff>enny a-pound ; he therefOTe exhorted all 
the community never to raise their exactions in future beyond 
the proportion of threepence upon the ijiilling, at which rate 
their master at Castll could not reascmably be expected to 
grumble, Anoe, as he was disposed to do them no harm, it was ^ 
reasonable to think that, in a moderate way, he had no objection 
to do them good. A^d three upon twelve,^’ said the expe> 
rienced* Eanzi^aar, ** is a decent and moderate profit, and will 
*bringiNfth it Gkd's blessing and Saint Ronald’s." 

Proceeding upon the tarin thus judiciously recomiQended to 
them* the inhabitauls of Yarlshof cheated Mertoun in future* 
only to the moderate extent of twenty-five per cenJi ; a rate to 
which all nabobs, army-contractors, speculators m*the fimds, 
and others, whom rScent and rapid success has enabled to settle 
in the country upon a great i^e, ought to submit, as v^ 
reasonfdfie tr^tment at the hand of their rustic neighbours. 
Mertoun at least seemed of tfeat opinion, for he gave himself no 
farther trouble upon the suliject of his household Expenses. 

The oonseript fathers of Yarlshof, having sottied th^ own 
matteiB, took next uf dw thmr consideration the ease of Sweitha, 
the banished matron who had bemi expelled from the Oastle, 
whom, as an experienced and usefhl gUy, they wion highly 
4etirous to restore to her ofllce of housekeeper, sfiould that be 
*' * • 

* Meaning, probably, Patrick Steward Ba];) of Orkney, e|Eeen|ail fbl 
tpmny and oppreedon practised on the inhabitants of *^1086 remote islands 
in the beginning of tSe seventeenth centory [His &tker, Lord Robert 
Ste^wart, ■was a natural eoiVof James V.p 
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ftod poAsibla uut*aB thdririsdom bM Med them^ Bwertlia^ 
bi^des^^ kad teodoree to &e^goodt»filoed of Uotdi^t Mertotm, 
witii she IM aoquited seme i^Voor bj hOr kaourle^ in 
old ^orwegM ballfbd% slid difl^ cOno^ogtbb Tsowoor 
Diowo (lie dmuik <^.iho fioalds), ^tb whom BUperotitiattB eld 
k/id peo^ded many^ londy OtiTem and bi^wii dale h, DunioaB- 
ness, as in OTOiy olh^ district of Zetland. Sweriihe^^ said the 
youths ** I can do but little /or you, but you may do something 
for youM£ My fatheris passion foaSnbite the ftuy of those 
ancient eham^ons, those Berserkers, you sing songs about.” 

“Ay, ay, fish of my heart,” replied the oltf woman, with a 
paretic « whine $ “the Bdrserkars were champions who lived 
beiore l^e blessed da;{B of Saint Olave, and who used to run like 
madmen on swords, and spears, and hargoons, and muskets, and 
snap them all into pieces, as a finner^ w<mld go through a 
heiring-net, and then, when the fury went off, they were as 
weak and unstable as«water.”t 
“ That^fl the very thing, Swertha,*^ said MdWaunt. “ Now, 

• my father never likes to think offhis passion after it is over, and 
is so mu^ of a Bmerkar, that, let him be desperate as he will 
toSiay, he will not care about it to-mojrow. Therfclbre. he has 
not filled up your place in the household at the Oastle, W not 
a mouthM of Warm food has beentdressed there singe y^#went* 
^away, and not a morsel of bread baked, but we have lived just 
upon whatever cold thing came to hand, ^^ow, Swertha, t will 
be your wagrant, that if you go boldly up to i%e Cailtle, and 
entOT uj^n^e^lischarge of your duties as ^uaI^, jon wlU. never 
hear a single word from him.” ' 

Swertha hesitated at first tp obey this bold Counsel She 
said, “ to Her Miking, Mr. Mertoun, when he wal angry, looked 
more like a fiend than any Bcrsertar of them all ; that the 
flashed from his eyes, and the foam flew flitun his tips ; and 
tha^ it would be a plain tempting of Pfryfidence to put herself 
again in such a venture.” 

But, on the encouragement trhich she received from the son 

• * Finner, inuill whale, 

y Hieaagaa ef me Scalde are mil of deeoripUotia of thSM 
and do not penult Ue to donbt mat tke Befterkan, so called from eg&tig 
wimnnl araumi^ used some pliysieal means of working themielvss into s 
ttmjt duthlg wh^i they possessed the strength |md eneigy of .nmdneis. 
I^e indtAn Waitiofs are Wen kno^ to do the guue by dint of Opium end 
haug^ 
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she determined at length once more to face the parent ; and) 
dressing herself in her ordbaiy household attire, for so Mor- 
daunt particularly recommended, she sli|q;>ed into the Oaatle/and 
presently resuming the various and tiume|pus occupations vrhich 
devolved on her, seemed as ^deeply engaged in household %are8 
as if she had never been out of office. ^ 

The first day of her return to her duty/Swertha made no 
appearance in presence of her master, but trusted that, after his 
three days’ diet on cold fijeat, a hot*^ dish, dressed with the best 
of her simple^skill, might intipduce her favourably to hii^ recol- 
lection. When Mordaunt had reported that his father had taken 
no notice of this change of diet, and ^hen she herself ^observed 
that, in passing and r^passing him^casionally, her appearance 
produced no effect upon her singular masfer, she began to ima- 
gine that the whole a^air had escaped Mr. Mertoun’s memory, 
and was active in her duty as usual. Neither was she convinced 
of the contrary until one day, when, happening somewhat to 
elevate her tone^ a dis^te with the other maid-servant, her 
master, wHo at that time passsd the place of contest, eyed her 
with a strong glance, and pronounced the single word, Eemmiber } 
in a tone which taught fwertha the government of her ton^e 
for mafiy weeks after. 

• If#Iartoun was whimsical^ his mode of governing his house- 
hold, he seemed no less so in his plan of educating his son. He 
show^ the youth biit few symptoms of parental affection ; yet, * 
in his ordinary state of mind, the improvement of^ordaunt’s 
education seemed t<^be the utmost object of hi« lifi!. He had 
both books and information sufficient to discharge the task of 
tutor in the ordinary branches pf knowledge j and in this capa- 
city was regular, calm, and strict, not to say sevare, in eaacting 
from his pupil the attention liscessaiy for his profiting. But in 
the peru^ of history, to which their attention was frequently 
tum^, as well as in the study of olassio authors, ther^ often 
occurred facts seStiments which {aroduced an instant effect 
upon Mertoun’s mind, and brought on him suddenly what 
Swertha, Sweyn, and even Mordaunt esam to distinpish by the 

* ttoe of his dark hour. He was aware, in the usual case, of its 
ap^oach, and retreated te an inner apartment, into whl<^ he 
never pemitted even Mordaunt to enterf Here he would abide 
in seclusion for days, and even weeks, only coming out at uncer- 

times, to take sueh food as they had taken care to leave 
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witiiin wiikh he uaed in wonderfully amall qunntirfea. 

Atlother times, and espedally during the winter Bo]^tiee, ^hm 
slxnort overy person e^^ands the gloomy time within doors in 
feasting ehd menime^, this unhappy man would wrap himself 
in a 1]^-oolottr0d s^loak, and ^i^ander out along the stormy 
or upon the desolate h^th, indulging bis own and 

wayward reveries finder the incident sky, the rather that he 
was then most sure to wander unencountered and unobserved. 

As Mordaunt grew older,* he leam^ to ^note the partioular 
signs which preceded these fits of gloomy despondency, and to 
direct such precautions as might msure his unfortunate pa];ent 
from iU-tiin^ interruptioiL (which had always the effect of 
driving him to fury), while^ the same t^me, fUll provision was 
made for his subsistence. Mordaunt perceived that at such 
periods the melancholy fit of his father Vas greatly prolonged, 
if he chanced to present himself to his eyes wMle the dark hour 
was ui^n hinn Out of respect, therefore, to his parent, as well 
as to indulge the love of active exftrcise and of amusement 
, natural to his period of Ufe, Mordaunt used often to absent him- 
self altogethOT from the mansion of Yarlshof, and even from the 
district, iftcure that his father, if the dark hour passed away in 
his absence, would be little inclined to Squire how his son had 
disposed of his leisure, so that he was sure he had not yafohed • 
his own ;weak moments ; that being the subject oh which he 
•entertained the utmost j^ousy. • • 

At such t^mes, therefore, all the sources of auumcrnent which 
the country a%rded, were open to the younger Mertoun, who, 
in these intervals of his education, had an^oppolfcumty to give 
full scope to the energies of a bold, active, and daring character. 
He was often ^gaged with thfi youth of the hamlet in those 
desperate sports, to which the dseadful trade of the samphire- 
gatherer” is like a walk upon level ground-^-often joined those 
midni^t ^cumions upon the face of the giddy cliffs, to secure 
iht eggs or the young of the searfowl ; %nd in these daring 
adventures displayed an address, presence of mind, and activity, 
which, in one so you^g, and not a native of the country, as^ 
nished the oldest fowlers.* 

• yatid accidenta, liow^er, WHjastimes ^ppea. When I visited tht* 
Ihk Ifile in 10X4, a poor lad <rf foorteen had been killed by a fSih from the 
rocka ehoat a fortnight before ottr aitivaL The aosident hi^pened almost 
witbio sight of hia mother, who atraa oasting peats at no great distanoa 



* U WAYJSSJjSI^ JSiCf^ELS. 

At other tim^, Mordaunt acoompanied Smyn and othar 
fishmaan ia th^ long and periloua expeditions to the dieCant 
and de^ sea, learning under thedr direetfon the management of 
. the in which thev equal, or exo^, perhaps, an/ n^ves 
the Irtish empire. This pzerdse had pbanns fbr Mor&unt^ 
independently of therdshing alone. « ^ 

At this time, the old Norwegian sagas were much remembered, 
and often rehearsed, by the fishermen, who still preserved among 
themselyes the ancient '^Torse ton^e, which was the speeoh 
their forefathers. In the dafk romance of those Soandinayiim 
tales, lay much cthat was captivating to a youthful ear ; and the 
classic fables of antiquity were rivals at least, if no^^c^ed, 
in Mordaunt’s opinion, by the strange le^nds of Bera^kait, of 
Sea-kingB, of dwarfs," dants, and sorcerer^ which he heard from 
the native Zetlondem. Often the scenes around him were 
assigned as the localities of wild poems, which, half recited, half 
chanted, by voices as hoarse, if not so lopd, as the waves over 
which they floated, pointed out the very bay on which they 
sailed as fihe scene of a bloody ©ea fight ; the scarce-seen heap of ^ 
stones that bristled over the projecting cape, as the dun, or 
castle, of some potent e^l or noted pirate ; the distant and eibli^ 
tary ^y stone on the lonely moor, as marking the grave of a 
^ hero^ the wild cavern, up v;jbioh the sea rolled in heavy, broad, 
and unbrolcen billows, as the dwelling of some noted sprceress.* 
Tim ocean also haif its mysteries, the effect of which was aided* 
by the dim twilight, through which it was imperfqptly seen for 
more than half the year. Its bottomless depths ^dmecTet caves 
contained, according to the account of Sweyn and others, skilled 
in l^nd^ lore, such wonders as modern navigators reject *$^th 
disdain. In ^e quiet moonlight bay, where the Waves came 
rippling to the shore, upon # bed of smooth sand intermin^ed 
with shells, the mermaid was still seen to glide along the mtets 
by moonlight, and, mingling her voice with the* sighing J[)ree£e, 
was often heajd to sii^ of subterranean wonders, 02^ to chimt jno> 
phecies of fbture events. The kraken, the hugest of living things, 
was sidU suf^posed to cumber the recesses #f the Northern Ocean ; 

fell into the eee, Slid was seen no more. But the isla&detx 
aodount this an honourable mode of death , and as the ehildmo begin 
ptetice of climbing Vtry early, fewer ac^dmta occnr than might be 

•XfNKtW. • ^ 

* Kbte C. Norst^Fregments. 



nod often, ecnrered thesea n ^dstamid, ^ 

^e of the experienced eatr the horiia <:d*th«'incii»8trd«n 

leviathan ^'wdldiig and waving amidat the wreaths of mkt, and 
bmwmf with allpreae oar and eidl, leat the sudden sderioh, 
3cefiiK»ied hy the smUng of the loonsttous mass to ^ bottom, 
should drag with^ the grasp of its inulti£drious fetors his own 
frail sldS The seawsnake was also known, whi(^, arising out of 
the dei^hs of ocean, sta^etohes to the skies his enormous neck, 
covered with amane like tha^ of a war^Aorse, md with his broad 
glittering eyes, raised mast-head l^gh, looks out, it seems, for 
plunder or for victims. 

Many prodigious storiest^f these marine monsters, and of many 
others ^ known, were th<^ universally^ received among tl^ 
Zetlanders, whose descendants have no| is yet by any means 
abandoned faith in them.* 

Such legends are, indeed, everywhere current amongst the 
vulgar ; but the imagination is far more powerfully affected by 
them on the deep and dangerous seas "of the ndrth, amidst preci- 
pices and headlands, many hundred feet in height, — ^imid peril- 
ous strai^, and currents, mad eddies, — ^long sunken reefs of rock, 
o^r which the vivid ocean foams an(^ boils, — dark caverns, to 
whose extremities neither man nor sldflf has ever venfttred, — 
lonely, and often uninhabited isles, — and occasiona^y t^^ruins"^ 
of ancient northern fhstnesses dimly seen by the feeble light of 
’ the Arctic winter. To Motdaunt, who ha!8 much of romtftice in 
his dispositpi^y these superstitions formed a plea^g and inte- 
resting exA'cisv of the ima^ation, while^ half ^ubtihg, half 
inclin^ to believe, he listened to the tales chonw concerning 
thl^e wonders of nature, and creatures of credulous belief, told 
in the rudd but energetic language of the anoienf Scalds. 

But riiere wanted not softer a&d%ghter amusement, that might 
seem better suited to Mordaunt’s age, than tJie wild tales and 
rude exercises Which we have already men^ned. The season of 
Winter, when, firom the shmtneWi of the daylight, labour becomes 
impossible, is in Zeriand the time of reve^ fhasting, and merri- 
ment ¥/^tever the ^shennan has been able to acquire during 
summer, was expended, and often wasted, in m^ntaiuing the 
mirrii and bospit^ty of his hearth diding this period ; while^the 
bmdlKdders and |^riezflen of the island gave double loasa io their 
mtvivM and h<^table dispositions, thronged their houses with 
* Kots D. ttoasfSBie or the fiToft^m ^ 
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guefits, and dro^e away the rigoiir of the aeaaon wii^ jest, 
and the dance*; and the win^^p* * 

Aihid the revels of this merry, though rigorous «seafic^ nr> 
youth added more spirit to the dance, or^lee to the fevel, than 
the young stranger, Mordjunt Mertou:^. When his falher^s 
state of mind permitted, or indeed required, ^ absence, he wa|- 
dered from house to house a welcome guest wherever he came, 
and lent his willing voice to the song, and his foot to the revel. 
A boat, or, if the wcsaltftg, as was iDften the case, permitted not 
that convenience, one of the n^erous ponies, which, straying in 
houdes about th# extensive moors, may be said to be at any man’s 
command who can catch them, conveyed him from thq mansion 
of one hospitable ZetJ^der to tha 4 of another. None excelled 
him m performing thh warlike sword-dan?e, a species of amuse- 
ment which had been ^derived from the habits of the ancieUt 
Norsemen. Ho could play upon the gue^ and upon the common 
violin, the melanclioly and pathetic tunes peculiar to the country ; 
and with great sjSirit and Execution could relieve their monotony 
with the livelier airs of the North of Scotland. When a party set , 
forth as maskers, or, as they are called in Scotland, guixards^ to 
visit some neighbouring Laird, or rich Udaller, it augured welPof 
the ex|fBdition if Mordaunt Mertoun could be prevailed upon to 
•undertake the office of skiK^er, or leader of the band. Upon 
these occasions, full of fun and frolic, he led his retij^ue from 
house^to house, bringing mirth where he went, and leaving regret® 
when he departed. Mordaunt became thus generalli^ known, and 
beloved as generally, tlirough most of the houses cofiiposing the 
patriarchal community of the Main Isle ; but his visits were most 
frequently and most willingly p^d at the mansion of his father’s 
landlord and protector, Magnus *Troil. • • 

It was not entirely the Iftarty and sincere welcome of the 
worthy old Magnate, nor the sense that he was in effect his 
father’s patron, which occasioned these fVequeiit visits# The 
lumd of wdcome wat indeed received as eagerly as it was sin- 
cerely given, while the ancient Udaller, raising hiinsdf in his 
huge chair, whi9*6of the mside was linei^with well-dressed seal- 
and the outside ccmipdsed of massive oak, c^ed by the 
rddb graving-tool of som# Hamburgh carjienter, shouted forth 
)m w^come in a t<^e, which migh^, in aifbient times, have hailed 
the Tttum of Totd^ the highest festival of the Clfoths. There was 
, metal yet more attiactfye, and youftgear hearts, whose welcome, U 
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\m toud, vttB BB smoeffd «§ that of the jolly Udaller. But it ia 
matter which ought not to be disouesed at the oondhiaum of a 
chapter. * 


« CHAPTER THIRD .• 

** Oh, Bessy Bell aijd Mary 

Tlioy were twa honnie laaawT' * 

They bigged a house on yon bom-broo 
And Peeked it owerVi* ra&hes 

** Fair Bessy BeE I looed yestreen. 

And thought ]^e'er could alt^r ; 

But Mary Gray’s twa pawky een* 

Have garr’d my fancy falter.4’ 

Soots Boko 

We have already mentioned Minna and Brenda, the daughtera 
of Magnus Troil. Their mother had l^n dead'^for many years, 
they were now two beautiful ^Is, the eldest only Eighteen, 
which mi^t be a year or two younger than Mordaunt Mertoun, 
theftsecona about seventeen. — ^They were, the joy of their father’s 
heart, and the light of his old eyes ; and although indulged to a 
degree which might have endangered his comfort and their own, 
they repaid his affection with a love, into which even blind indul- 
gence had not introduced slight regard, or fetiinine caprice. •The 
difference of |heir tempers and of their comple3do]i$ was eingU' 
larly striking, although combined, as is wlfh certain 
degree of family resemblance. 

The mother of these maidens had been a Scottish lady from 
the Highland cf Sutherland, the orphan of a nolAe chief, who, 
driven from his owu countiy durin^tbe feuds <rf the seventeenth 
century, had found shelter in those peaceful islands, which, 
^^anpdst ^poverty tind seclusion, were tiius for happy, t^t they 
remasned unvexed by discord and unstained^ civH broil The 
father (his name was Saint Chur) pined for his native glen, his 
feudal tower, his clansmen and his feUen authority, and died 
not long after his arrival in Zethmd 4 The beauty of his orphan 
daughter^ despite her Scottudi lineage, ynelted the stout heart *of 
TfoiL He sued and was ^tened to, and she became 
his bride ; hut dyi% in the fifth year eff tbririuni^ left him to 
pmum his brief period of dmnSstic happindss. 
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From her mother, Mkma iiih^ted thcf stately fbrm ahd dash 
eyes, the mven locks and findy-pendlied brows, which showed 
she was, on one side at least, a stager to the bloo^ of Thule. 
Her cheek, — tr ' 

*• Oh oalKit fair, not pals 1 '* 

. • c 

was so slightly and delicately tinged with the rose, that many 
thought the lily had an undue proportion in her complexion* But 
in that predominante of the paler dower, there Was nothing sickly 
or languid ; 4t was the true patoiWl colour of health, and corre- 
sponded in a pfoculiar degree with features, which seemed calcu 
lated to express a contemplative dhd high-minded •char^ter. 
When Minna Troil heard a tale of»woe or^of injustice, it^was then 
her blood rushed to *hgr cheeks, and showed plainly how warm it 
beat, notwithstanding "the generally serious, composed, and retir- ^ 
ing disposition, which her countenance and demeanour seemed to 
exhibit If strangers sometimes conceived that these fine features « 
were clouded melancholy, for which her age ahd situation 
could scarce have given occasion, they were soon satisfied, upom 
farther acquaintance, that the placid, mild quietude of her dispo- 
sition^ and the mental energy of a character which was but Ihtle 
interested in ordinary and trivial occurrences, was the real cause 
of life ^ayity ; and most men, when they knew that her melan- 
choly had no ground in real sorrow, and was only the^piration 
of a%oul bent on mdre important objects than those by which she 
was surrounded, might have wished her whatever could add to her 
happiness, but coiild scarce have desired thaty grfceful as she 
was in her natural and unaffected seriousness, she should change 
that di^portment Ibr one more gay. In short, notwithstanding 
our wie^ to Have avoided that hac^eyed simile of hn angel, we 
cannot avoid saying tb&re vfiid something in the serious bCAUty of 
her aspect, in the measured, yet graceffd ease of her motions, in 
the muslo of her v^^^, and the serene purity^ff her eye, that 
seemed as if Minna Tr^ belonged naturally to scune hi^er and 
better spheie, and was only the ohanee visitant of a world 
was not worthy Of her. • ^ 

, ^The scarcely less beautkol, equally lovely, and equally Inhooent 
kenda, was of a oOmplefion ae differing &m her irister, tbey 
dhlfbind in chariioter, taste, and mQuesfton. Her proffm l0(^ 
wore of that pdy iWown wldoh receives fhim tiie passing sunbeam 
a tinge of gold, but dbteus agiizfwhen the ray has paired iW 
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It Mm her mouthy Hit beaiitiM row of teetii, wbieb in her 
vivamty were fteqiwally di^hloeed ; the frerii yet not 
too bright ^ow of a healthy com^exiei^ Mnging a akin like ih» 
drifted enow, sfxdte her^^gennine Soandinavian descent. A^fldry 
form, fitoe tall ^an that, of Minna, bvi} still more findy moulded 
int$> symmetry — a careless, and almost childish lightnessnf step — 
an eye that seemed to look on erery object with pleasure, fr<m a 
nati^ ands^ne eheerfulness oi disposition, atti^ted 6¥en more 
general adUniration than the obkmB ci hor sister, though pm^haps 
that which Minna did excite, might «be of a more intense as well 
as a more reverential character. ^ 

The dispositions of these lovely sisters were not less different 
than their complexions. In the kindly affi^ions neither could 
be said to excel the other, so much were t^ey attached to their 
father and to each other. But the cheerfulness of Brenda mixed 
^itself with the everyday business of life, and seemed inexhaustible 
in its profusion. The less buoyant spirit of her sister appeared 
* to bring to society a contented wish to interested and {leased 
jrith what was going forward, buif was rather placidly carried 
mong with the stream of mirth and pleasure, than dispel to aid 
its progress by any efforts of her own, , She endured njirth, 
rather than e^oy^ it ; and the pleasures in which she most 
delighted were those of a graver and more solitary c%3t. * The 
knowledge ^hich is derived fh)m books was b^ond her re^h. 
Zetland afforded few opportunities, in those d^s, of studyingwe 
lessons, beque^ed 

* By dead men to their kind 

and Magnus Trail, such as we have described him, was not a 
person within^whsse mansion the me^ of such knotrledge were 
to be acquired. But the book of nat^e was b 9 (ore Miuno^ that 
noblest of volumes, where we we ever called to wonder and to 
^mire, qyen when we cannot uuderstaiuL The plants of those 
wild regions, the shells on the riiores, the long list of 
feather^ clans which haunt their di^ and eyries, were as well 
known to Minna Troil as^ the most eaqierienOed fowlers. Her 
powws of obseiAration wwe wonderful, and little interrupted by 
other toaes of feeling. The anformatiom which she acquired by 
hab&B dff palient attentioiif was indelihiy rivetted in a sattaally 
po#efffid nxemmy. Bhehadalsaaiu^f^ingfor thescUtaiT^an^ 
mdanoholy grandem the sqaass in whiidi she was idaoadL The 



30 


WAVKRLl^y NOVELS. 

ooean in all its yaried fonus of subliinit 7 > and tem>r — the tt'e* 
mendous <siifFa that resound to the ceaseless roar of the billows, 
and the clang of the seafowl, had for Minna a charm in almost 
eveiT^state in which the changing season^ exhibited them. With 
the enthusiastic feelings proper to the rqpumtic race fironfwbich 
her mother descended, the love of*^ natural objects was to h^ a 
passion capable not only of occupying, but at times of agitating, 
her mind. Scenes Upon which her sistor looked with a sense of 
transient awe or bmofion, which^ vanished on her return fk'om 
witnessing them, continued Jong to fill Minna’s imagination, not 
ofily in solitude, and in the silence of the night, but in the hours 
of society. So that sometimes when she sat like a beautiful 
statue, a present njember of the- domestic circle, her thcftights 
were far absent, wan<|^ermg on the wild &a-shore, and Slmoug the 
yet wilder mountains of her native isles. And yet when recalled 
to conversation, and mingling in it with interest, there were few® 
to whom her friends were more indebte4 for enhancing its enjoy- 
ments; ^d although something in her manners claimed deference 
(notwithstanding her early youth) as well as affection, even hei 
gay, lovely, and amiable sister was not more generally beloved 
than^ the more retired ^nd pensive Minna. ‘‘ 

Indeed the two lovely sisters were not only the delight of their 
fri&ds l^it the pride of those islands, where the inhabitants of a 
certain rank were blended, by the remoteness of situation 
ana the general hd&pitality of their habits, into one ^endly com- 
munity. A wandering poet and parcel-mu8ic]w, who, after 
going through vapous fortunes, had returned < to ead his days as 
he could in his native islands, had celebrated the daughters of 
Magnus in a poem, which he entitled Night and Day ; and in his 
description of Minna, might almost be thought to have ^tici- 
pated, though only in a rdde outline, the exquisite lines of Lord 
Byron— 

“ She walks in beatttj, like the sight ^ 

^Ot cloadlese clmes and etany ; 

Aad all that’s best of dark ai^ bri^^t 
.meet is her aspect and her eyes : 

^ns meHow’d to l^ht 

Which haaven to gandy day desie£ 
c 

Their &ther loved the maidens both so well, that it 
be difficult to sap which he loved best ; saving that, perohanoe, 
he liked bis damsd IxKter in the wi^ without doerSk 
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and hifl merry maideisi better by the firedde; that he more 
desired the eociety of Minna when he was e^ and that of 
Bren^ when, he was mirthful ; and, what was nearly the same 
thii^, prefAred Minnajbefore noon, and Brenda aft^ ^e glass 
had dnfilated in the evening. u 

^it it was still more extraordinary, thaj the affections of 
Mordaunt Mertoun^eemed to hover with the same impartiality 
as those of their father betwixt the two lovely sisters. From 
his boyhood, as we have n^oticed/^ ho, had „been a frequent 
inmate of the residence of Magnu^ at Burgh West^, although 
it lay nearly twenty miles distant from YarlsKof. The impass- 
able character of the oountiyp^ betwixt these places, extending 
over Hflls covered with loose quaking bog, and frequently 
intersectdft by the creekf or arms of the se^** which indent the 
island on either side, as well as by fredi- water streams and 
•lakes, rendered the journey difficult, and even dangerous, in 
the dark season ; yet, ^ soon as the state of his father’s mind 
Vanied him to absent himself, Mordaunt, at •every risk, and 
under every difficulty, was pretty %ure to be found the ^ext day 
St Burgh Westra, having achieved his journey in less time than 
would havelbeen employed perhaps by the most active native. 

He was of course set down as a wooer dF one of the daughters 
of Magnus, by the public of Zetland ; and when th^ old 
Udaller^s great partiality to the youth was considered, nobody 
(teubted that he might aspire to the handsof either of tfiose 
distinguished J^eauties, with as large a sliare of Wets, rocky 
moorland, and shqre-hshings, us might be the fitting portion of 
a favoured child, and with the presumptive pfr)spect of possess- 
ing half the domains of the ancient house of Troil, when their 
present owner should be no more. This seemed all*a reasonable 
speculation, and, in theoiy at leasts better oenstructed than 
many that are current through the world as unquestionable 
facte. 5^t, alasi all that sharpness of observation which could 
be apidi^ to the conduct of the parties, failed to determine the 
main point, to which oi the young persons, namely, the attentions 
of Mordaunt were pecul^rly devoted. He seemed, in general, 
to treat them^as an alTectionate and attached brother mighty 
have treated two sisters, so equally de%|' to him that a breath* 
trmiid have tutned the acale of ejection. Or if at any time, 
which often happened, the one maiden appeared the more 
ospecial object of his attention, it seemed^only to be because 
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circmnstaiices called her peculiar talentp and disposition into 
more partieular and imm^iata exercise, 

Botb the sisters Wei’S accomplished in the simpde miudc of the 
north, and Mordaunt, who was their igsistant, sometimes 
their preceptor, when they were practising this delightful art, 
might be now seen assisting Minna in "the acquisition of those 
wild, solemn, and Simple airs, to which scahls and harpers ^sung 
of old the deeds of heroes, and presently found equally active in 
teaching Brenda the jnofre lively fcnd complicated music, which 
their father's affection caused to be brought from the English or 
Scottish capi|^l for the use ^ of his daughters. And while con- 
versing with* them, Mordaunt, wlio mingled a strain of deep 
and ardent enthusiasm with thejgay and ungovernable spirits of 
youth, was equaUi^ ready to enter mfc) the wild and poetical 
visions of Minna, or into the lively and often humorous chat of 
her gayer sister. In short, so little did he seem to attach^ 
himself to either damsel exclusively, that he was sometimes 
hoard to say, that Miima never looked* so lovely, as wh^en hef 
light-heArted sister had induesd her, for the time, to forget her 
habitual gravity ; or Brenda so interesting, as when she sat 
listening, a subdued and affected partaker of the deep pathos of 
her lister Minna. • 

Tie public of tlie mainland were, therefore, to use the 
huntdr’s 4)hrase, at fault in their farther conclusions, and could 
but^determine, a%r long vacillating betwixt the maidens, that 
the young man was positively to marry one of them, but which 
of the two could only be determined whra hSi approaching 
manhood, or theanterference of stout old Magnus, the father, 
should teach Master Mordaunt Mertoun to know his own mind. 
“It was a pretty thing, indeed,” they usually <ponduded, “that 
he, no native bom, and possessed of no visible means of sub- 
sistence tiiat is known to any om, should presume to hesitate, 
or affect to have the power of ejection and cj^oice, betadxt the 
two most distinguished beauties of Zetland. If t&y were 
Magnus Troil, they would soon be at ttie bottom of the matter,” 
— and BO forth. 'All which remarks were only whispered, for 
Ahe hasty dispositbn of the Udallw Sad too nfUch of the old 
* yotse fire al^ut it to rendw it safe for any erne to become an 
unanthorised int^edmer with fam»£unily aSaus; and tbne 
Itood the relation of Mordaunt Mertoun to the family of Ur. 
ttoil of ^fiigh Westra, when thf foUowing incidents toede 
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^ li &0 pi]|rim*« mist 

^ 14« upon hiy, «nd dale, and forest, 

I4ke tiiio dim wunple of a nefW'inade widow ; 

And, by my fai^ althongb my heart be soft, 

I'd rati^ hear that Widow weep and si^, 

And ttil the Tirtn68s>f the dear departed, 

Than, when the tempest sends Ids Tolce^abroad, 

Be subject to its fary. ^ ^ 

The Dotju Kottialsi 

Tbb ipzio^ was ^ar adTanoeA, when, after a week spent in sport 
and festivity at Boi^h ^estraf Mordaunt li^rtotin bade adieu to 
the family, pleading the necessity of his return to Yarlshol The 
propose was qombated by the maidens, and more decidedly by 
M^us bimaelf. He saw no occasion whatever for Mordaunt 
• returaing to Yarlshof. • If his father desired t^ see him, which, 
by tflh TOy, Magnus did not belipve, Mr. Mertoun had only to 
•throw hima^ into the stem of weyn’s boat, or betake himself 
to ^pony, df he liked a land journey better, and he would see 
not only his sopi, but twenty folk bwidps, who would be most 
happy to find that he had not lost the use of his tongue ^j^ely 
during his long solitude ; ** although I must own,** pdded the 
jeorthy UtiaJler, “ that when he lived among ns, nobody sever 
made tees use of it” ^ 

Hordauntf^uiesced both in what respected his fttther’s taci- 
turnity, and^ dislike to general society , bn| suggiited, at the 
same time, that the first circumstance i^idered his own imme^te 
more.neiMBsaiy, as he was the usual channel of communi- 
cattdn betwixt mis ^ther and others; and that the second 
corroborated the same necessity, ain% Mr. Merton’s having no 
otber fociety whatever, seemed a wdgbty reason why bis son’s 
sbe^4i^1le lestoi^ t6 him wither loss of tin^ As to his father’s 
ccmingto fitugh Westra, they might as w^” he said, expect 
to see Snmb)^^ Gape come thither.” 

^ thatwoold be 1 cumbrous guest,” said Magnus. " But 
wi^ stq^ to OUT dinner to-day i There are the tosiHes 
|feBes% Qo end sl ^ T^mMivoe, and 1 kfiow not who ^tie,^ars ex- 
twdsa the thirty that were in Jiouse idds blessed 
i%hvwesnalt Ipaye as many more as chamber and bower, and 
von. xai. • * ^ 
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‘ baro and boat-bouse, can furnish with bedif, or with barley ^tiaw^ 
— and you yrill leave all to behind you I" 

And the blithe dan<% at njght^" added Brenda in a tone 
betwixt T^roach and vexation ; the voung &6n from the 
Islocof Paba that are to dance the sv^rd-dance, who^i ahall 
we find tojnatch them, for^ihe hohpur of th& HainY” 

There is man^ a meny dancer on the tnainland^^ Brenta,” 
replied Mordaunt, ** even if I should never rise on ti|^ again. 
And where good dan(]prs are fomid, Brenda Troil always 
find the best paring. 1 must trip it to-night through tlm Wastes 
of J)unroBsnto.'’ ' 

^^Do not 6^ so, Mordaunt,*’ said Minna, adm, during this 
conversation, had been looking the window something 
anxiously; not, today at least, through the Wastes of 
Dunrossness.” ^ 

“And why not to-day, Minna,” said Mordaunt, laughing, • 
“ any more than to-mofrowl” 

“ Oh, the moraing m^t lies heavy upon yonder chain of isles, • 
nor has it permitted us since 4ay-break even a single glim^ of 
Fitfrd Head, the lofty cape that concludes yon splendid range of 
mountains. The fowl are winging their way to thsiBhore,i^d 
the B^elldrake seems, through the mist, as l^ge as the sc^.^ 
See,^he veiy sheerwaters and bonxies are m^ing to the clifi^ 
for shbltes.” 

“iAnd they will ^de out a gale against a king’s fri^te,” sAid 
her father ; “ there is foul Wither when they out and run.” 

“ Stay, then, with us,” said Minna to hef fiiend% “ the storm 
will be dreadful, «yet it will be grand to sel it from Burgh 
Westra, if we have no friend exposed to its fury. See, the air 
M cdose and sultry, though the season is yet sq e^y, and the 
day so calm, that not a wu^estraw moves on the hes^ Stay 
with us, Mordaunt *. the storm which these eigns announoe wiS 
be a dreadM one,” ^ ^ 

“ I muet be gone^he sooner,” was the conr^uffitm isi Mordaunt, 
who could not deny the signs, which had not escaped his own 
quick observatton. * “ If the etorm be tcjp fierce, 1 abide for 
thetmight at Stourbuigh.” * 

i“Whatl” said Magnus; “wifl yem leave ns fbt the new 

itohmayhesesa jatdtfaig In 

ihaigmTooate and tidai of ZaUasd, and yst mere ottsn drawn up iulwuin 
onaoma ladge of kmIc, ||jUtaa body of Btack Branawiidtoa in ISIS. 
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saw t>ok«roln, who ia to toach aU m 
lai^ BftvagiBB new Take your own gate^ iny kd, if that 

ia the aqtig eing.*’ * 

Haj,^»eaid Mordaunt ; ** I had onlj eome ourioeity to eee 
ihe neig k^ement^^ hoa teoiughi’' ^ « 

Ay, ay, ftrliee make fo^ Mb? I would like to know if 
hiaanew plough wil bear against a Zetland zoekf’ answered 

moat not pass Stouximigh on the journey,” aaid the 
youth, deferring to his patron's prejudice against innovation, 
if this boding weather bring on taip^t ; but if H only brij^k 
in rain, as is most probable, 1 am not likely to b#melted in the 
wettigg,” • » • 

** It vdll not soften j^pto rain alone,” saidi, Minna ; see how 
much heavier the clouds fall every m<ynent, and see these 
) weath^-gaws that streak the lead*ooloured mass with parti^ 
gleams of faded red and purple.” 

• I see them all,” said Mordaunt ; but th^y only tell me I 
have *no time to tarry here, .d^ieu, Slinna { 1 will tfend you 
dhe eagle’s feathers, if an eagle can be found on Fair Isle or 
FouIah4 4^ fare-thee>well, my pretty Brenda, and keep a 
tho^ldi^t for me, should the Paba men dapce ever so well.” 

Take care of yourself, since go you will,” said both sS^ters, 
together. ^ • 

^ Old Magnus scolded them formally for supposing ther^was 
any danger to an active young fellow from a Ih^ing g^e, whether 
by sea or la |^ ; yet ended hy giving his own cau^ioxi also to 
Mordaunt, advisfhg him seriously to delay J;us jod^y, br at 
least to stop at Stourburgh. For,” said he, second thoughts 
are best ; and as the Soottishman’s howf lies right under your 
lee, why, talto port in a storm. But do not be assur^ to 
find the door on latoh, let the etonfi blow evef go hmd ; there 
are sueh matters as holts and hm in Scotland, thou(^, thanks 
to "Baiiil Bonald^ they are unkiown here, |^ve the gr^ lock 
on the dd Chstle of ScaUowgy, that all men ran to see — ^may 
be they make part of this man’s improvements. But go, Hot- 
daunt, sinoe go you wiUf You should drink a sturup^mp now, 
were yon yaam olto, but boys should never dra^nxcepS^ 
ii% a^dsaneri I will drink it for yod^ that good imstoniji day 
iml he broken, or bad cmne of ih Here is bcmsUyi 
my huL^ And so saying, he 4|uafed a ranyner glm of htan^ 
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with as much impunity as if it had been^ spring water, Thun' 
regretted a^d cautioned on all bands^ Mordaunt took leave el 
the hospitable household, and looking l^k at the comforts .with 
which it was surrounded, and the dense smoke’ that rolled 
upwards from its chimneys, he first r&ollected ihe ^aestleBS 
and solitaFy desolation of larlshof, thhn compared with the 
sullen and moody ^melancholy of his father^ temper the wtona 
kindness of those whom he was leaving, and could not refrain 
from a sigh at the thoughts whkh forced themsdves on his 
imagination. 

<The signs* of the tempest '^did not dishonour the predictions 
of Minna, ifiiordaunt had not advanced three hours on his 
journey, before the wind, which h^ been so deadly tftill m the 
morning, began at first to wail aiid sigb^as bemoaning before- 
hand the evils which H might perpetrate in its fury, like a mad- 
man in the gloomy state of dejection which precedes his fit of 
violence ; then gradually increasing, the gale howled, raged, and 
roared, with the<-full futy of a northern l3torm. It was accom-' 

panied by showers of rain mixed with hail, that dashed with 
the most unrelenting rage against the hills and rocks with whicR 
the traveller was surrounded, distracting his attentiion, in ^pite 
of utmost exertions, and rendering it very difl&cult for him 
to toftBp the direction of his journey in a country where there is 
neither r^^adf nor even the slightest track, to direct the steps ot 
the ^wanderer, and^here he is often interrupted by brooks m 
well as large pools of water, lakes, and Ingoons. All these in- 
land waters were now lashed into sheets of tifipbling fioam, 
much of which, earned off by the fury of t8e whirlwind, was 
mingled with the gale, and transported far from the waves 
which it had lately made a part ; while the i^t /^ish of the 
drift which was pdted age^t his face, showed Mmdaunt that 
the spray of the more distant ocean, disturbed to fiwisy by thih 
storm, was mingled with that of the inland hikes and siret^. 

Amidst tills hids^ous combustion of the elmnents, Mordam^t 
Mertoun struggled forward as one to whom such ekm^tal war 
was familiar, and who regarded the exertions which it required 
to withstand its fury, but as a maik of^esolutioneand mahhood, 
*Ee felt even, as usually to those who endure great 

hardsl^, that the ex&tkm necessag to subdue them, k iA 
Its^ a kind of ^evatisg triumph. To see and distingul^ hi# 
path when tiie cattfo were diiv^ from the hill, and the veiry 
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hvth from Ihe firmament, was but the stronger ]|p)of of his 
owii|R^»erioi|ty. l^ey shall not heaf of me at Bnrgh Weatra,’* 
said be to U£ml^ ^b$f heard of old doited Bingan Bwen- 
sonb bgat^ that foundired betwixt roadstead and L am 
more of a oragmnan than tQ mind%re or water, w%ve by sea, 
ort|uagmire by laftd.*' Thus he straggled* on, bufihting with 
the storm, supplying the want of the usual signs by which 
traydlers direct their prc^aess (fm: rocl^ mountam, a^ head- 
land, were shrouded in mist and darUlhess), by the instinctive 
sagacity with which long aoquauftance with these wilds h|ul 
taught him to mark every minute object, which bould serve iu 
such eircumstances to reg^te his course. Thus, we repeat, he 
struggled onward, (^jpusignally standing Btill,^r even lying down, 
when the gust was most impetuous ; nm.king way against it 
» when it was somewhat lulled, by a rapid and Md advance even 
in its very current ; or, when this was impossible, by a move- 
•ment resembling that of a vessel worki^ to windward by short 
tacks, but never yielding one iiyh of the way which he had 
fought so hard to gain. 4 

'^t, notwithstanding Mordaunt’s experience and resolution, 
his ntuation was sufficiently unoomfortabln, and even precaijous ; 
not because his sailor’s jacket mid trousers, the couunon^ress 
of young men through these isles when on a joui^ey,* were 
thoroughly* wet, for that might have taken pla^ within# the 
same brief time, in any ordinary day, in thTs wat^ climate ; 
but the reaj* dmiger was, that, notwithstanding bis uteost 
exerti<ms, he msfie very idow way through ^brooki# that were 
sending their waters all abroad, through morasses drowned in 
double deluges ^of moisture, which rendered all ordinary 
more tium usually dangerous, and repeatedly obliged the 
travellm* to perform a considmable Srcuit, whieh in the usual 
^ case w^ unnecessary. Thus repeatedly baffled, notwithstanding 
his ;^fh and stre^th, Mordant, a^r maintaining a dogged 
eonffi^ with wind, nun, and the &tigue of a prolonged journey, 
was truly happy, whem npt without having been more tiim 
once mistakem in hk 1^," he at length found bunaelf wiibin 
sigiit of ibe hotise of Stourburgi^ or Har&a ; Ibr ibe namse* 
were inidiffisrent]^ given ^ the residAce of 1 !^. Triptolemus 
Telb)^lciy, who wto the dmsen missionary of^the Chamberlain 
of Qrki^ and Zetliind, a speculative pesson, who designed, 
thnmgh the medium of l^ptolAius, to introduce into fhe UUma 
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ThaU of the Romans, a spirit of improvement, which at thni 
early period was scaroe khown to exist it Scotlanch itself, , 

At Imigth, and with much difficulty, hfordatnif readied the 
house of this worthy a^culturist, thd only retfh^ ftiran the 
relentless rstorm which he ^uid hqpe to*" meet wi^ for several 
miles ; and going Straight to the door with the most nndonl^^iiig 
confidence of instant admission, he was not a little snrprised to 
find it not merely lat(;hed, which the weather might excuse, but 
even bolted, a ^ing which, as Magnus Troil has already inti- 
mated, was almost unknown*in the Archipdago. To knodc, to 
call, and finally to batter the door with staff and stones, were 
the natural resources of the youth!, who was rendered alihe im- 
patient by the pelting of the sthrm, avd 1^ encountering such 
most unexpected and unusual obstacles to instant admission. 
As he was suffered, however, for many minutes to exhaust his 
impatience in noise and clamour, without receiving any reply, 
we will employ them in informing the reader who Triptolemus^ 
Yellowlc^ was, and how he came by a name so singular. 

• Old Jasper Yellowley, the father of Triptolemus (though 
bom at the foot of Rosebeny Topi^)^ had b^n corns ovor^j a 
certain noble Scottish Earl, who, proving too far north for canny 
Yorljffihiie, hod persuaded him to accept of a farm in the Meoras, 
where, it Js unnecessary to add, he found matters very different 
from what he ha(^ expected. It was in vain thaf the stoat 
farmer set manfully to work, to counterbalance, by superior skill, 
the inconveniences arising from a cold soil afid & weeping 
climate. These slight have been probably overcome ; but his 
neighbourhood to the Grampians exposed him eternally to 
that ^pedes ^f visitarion from the plaided g^trjK who dwdt 
within their skirts, which made young Norval a Warrior and a 
hero, but only converted Jasper YcSowley into a poor man. 
This was, indeed, balanced in some sort W the m^pession 
which his ruddy ehoek and robust form had the f<Mrtune to 
malm upon Miss Barbara Glinkscale, dat^hter of the nmquhile, 
and sistfflr to the then existing, GHakscale of that Bk. 

^ This was thfought a horrid and tamalhrai nnlofi in the neigh- 
^bourhood, oonsidoring that the bouse of CKnkscale had at 1^ 
m grOid; a share of Sootfisb as of SeOttisli pandmohy, and 
ihm amp^ endo^yed With both* Bat Miss rabie had her 
handsome^ fbrtime of two thons^d marks at her own dispossl, 
waaa womah of sprit who had been faa/or and «ui (as 
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tl]^ writer who ^rew the oooimt aemred her)i for fhll tweotjr 
yeaiB; so ehe set O0ii8eq[ciaioes end ^x3mmeatBriei Alike st di^ 
denOs^ and Hedded the hearty Yorkshire yeomait Her brother 
and ha inore wealthy hinss^ drew off in dii^nst, and shnoef 
disowned iheir degtadod relatim the hoisie (ff OKnkfccide 
w%i allied (like ei|piy oiher*&mi}y in Seo^jmd at the time) to 
a set of rdationa who were not so Diee-*<-^tenth and sixte^th 
cousin^ who not only acknowledged their kinswoman Babie 
after her marriage with Ycllowley, bvt^eren oondescended to 
eat heans and bacon (though th^latter was then the abomina- 
tkm of the Scotch as much as of the Jews) with husband, 
and would willingly have cemented the ffiendship by borrowing 
a Ut^ jida. from him, had i^t his good lady (who understood 
trap as well as any woftan in the Meams) put a uegatiTe on 
this advance to intimacy. Indeed she kifbw how to make young 
Deilbelicket, old Doug^ Baresword, the Laird of Bandybrawl, 

, and others, pay for the hospitality which she did n6t think 
proper to deny them, by rendering them useftU in her negotia- 
•tions with the lighthanded lads beyond the Oaim, wBo, finding 
their late object of plunder was now allied to ** kend folks, and 
ow&ed by^them at kirk imd market,'^ became satisfied, on a 
modemte yearly composition, to desist from their depr^d^lons. 

This eminent success reconciled Jasper to the dominio^hich < 
^fais wife began to assume over him ; and which wairmuch con- 
firmed hy h^ proving to be — let me see — erhat Is the prfttiest 
mode of escpressing it? — in the family way. Omthrn oeoasion, 
Mrs. Yelloddey had a remarkable dream, as is thwpsmJ practice 
of teming mothers previous \o the birtS of an iQustrious 
She was a dreamed," as her husband expressed it, 
that she wb Skfely delivered of a plough, drawn^ three yoke 
of Angus-diire oxen ; and being a mighty iniieBtigator into such 
porfent^ she sat herself down with her gossips to consider 
What the thing might meaa^ Hohest Jasper ventured, wHh 
mtndi hesitatic^ to intimate his own opfiuon, that the vision 
had refereoed ndher to things past thm things friture, and 
mi^t havSghtmi ooeammied 1^ his wife*s nerves having been a 
little startl^ by meeting in ^e loan above the house pis own 
gm^ pkmg^ Wi^ the sit oxen, which were the pride of 1b3s 
heait Bat ihfi f^*cfmmer§^ raised sudi a hue and ciy 
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* apisjit tim exposition, that Jasper was ihin to put his 
in his ears and to run outtof the apartment. 

*^Hear to him/* said an old whigamoie carlin4~^hear to 
him, wi* his owsen, that are as an idol tp Mm, even as J^he calf 
of i^thel ! Na, na — ^it's nee plough of the fleA that the bonny 
lad-baim-»for a lad it sail be — ^ e*er sfpddle betwe^ 
stilts 0 * — ^it's the pteugh of the spirit — and 1 trust myseU to see 
him wag the head o’ him in a pu’pit*; or, what’s l^ter, on a 
hill-side.” . * c 

** Now the deil’a in your yhiggery,” said the old lady Glen- 
prosing ; wa^ ye hae our cummer’s bonny lad-baim wag the 
head his shouthers like your godly Mess James Guthrie,^ that 
ye hald such a clavering about na, he sail wa^ a^mair 
siccar path, and be^'h dainty curate--afid say he should live to 
be a bishop, what the S^ur wad he be ?” 

The gauntlet thus fairly flung down by one sibyl, was caught 
up by another, and the controversy between presbytery and » 
episcopacy raged; roared, or ratlin screamed a round of 
cinnamon £ water serving only Kke oil to the flame, till Jaspers 
entered with the plough-staff ; and by the awe rf hi|^ presence, 
and the shame of misbehaving ** before the stranger man,” im- 
posed /lome conditions of sflence upon the disputants. 

^ I de not know whether it was impatience to give to the light 
a being* destined to such high and doubtfhl fates, oa whether^ 
poor ^ame Yellowlsy was rather frightened at the hurly-burly 
which had taken place in her presence, but sh% was taken 
suddenly ill ; and, controiy to the formula in such^cases used 
and provided, was Sbon reported* to be a good deal worse than 
was to be expected.” She took the opportunity (having still all 
her wits about 4ier) to extract flrom her sympat^e^ h&foand two 
promises ; first, that he would christen the diUd, whose birtb 
was like to cost her so dear, by a name indicatlTe of the visioD 
with which she had been favoured ; and iiext,«that beWould 
educate him for the ministry. The canny YorksMieman, think- 
ing she had a good title at i»re8ent to dictate In such Mtters, 
subscribed to aU she rec^^uir^ A man-child was, aocordingiy 
boim under these cmidiMons, but &e state of the mothw did not 
pdrfMt her for many days tip uupiire hew fiur they had been eom-* 

[Hr. James authiie, ndalBterof Stiriiag^Win^ 
irma> 1658, w* exeottted at SkUnhmgh ia 1661, and hk hai^ 
alQxed w tlie N^tberhow A)rt or Gate.] a 
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fdifld ^witk Whea «he was H d^ee oonralescaat, she 
was inibmed, tiiat as it was thoog^t :6t die child d^ould he 
iiumsdis^y clidsteKied^ it had zeoeived the name of Xriptolemos ; 
die Chiia^ who was a s^an erf some dasaiGal sl^ conceiTing 
that this epithet contaiiu^ a handsomaand olassioal sllusioii to 
the vjsioiiaxy plough, jritb its triple yoke of o^^. Mcb. Yei- 
lo^^ was Eot much ddighted with the maimer in which her 
reqLuest bad been complied with ] but grumbling bdng to as 
little puxpoae as in the oelebrat&i case of J?itstrp^ Shandy, she 
e*en sat down contented with the fj^eathemab name^ and en- 
deaToured to counteract the effects it might produpe upon tha 
taste an^ fe^Ungs of the nemunse, by such an education as might 
put him a^ve the slightest thgjught of sacks, coulters, stOls, 
mould-boards, or any thin^ connected with the servile drudgery 
^ the plough. ' 

Jasper, sage Y<»kshiTe man, smiled slily in his sleeve, con- 
ceiving t^t young Trippie was likely to prove a chip of the old 
blodr, and would rather take after the jotiy Yorkshire yeoman, 
than the gentle but somewhat 4)lood of the house of Clink- 
scale. He remarked with suppressed glee, that the time which 
best afiswerel the purpose of a lullaby was the Ploughman’s 
Whistle,” and the first words the infant leafUed to stammer viere 
the 'names of the oxen ; moreover, that the bem,” prefeifwd 
hope-brewecLale to Scotch twopenny, and never quitted hold of 
the tankard with so much reluctance as when there had been, by 
some manoeuvre of Jasper’s own device, a double stxaik of malt 
.allowed to thft brawing, above that which was 8a;|oti< ned by 
the most liberal recipe of which bis dame’s bous^old thrift 
admitted Besides this, when no other means could be fallen 
upon to diverf an*occasional fit of squalling, his fatber observed 
ibat Trap could be always silenced jingling a^dleat his ear. 

Prom aU vhidi symptoms he used to swear m private, that 
boy would foOve tiun Yorki^dre, and mother and mother’s 
Jdn vMd have small share of him. e 

Meanwhile, and within a yesu after the birth of TriptolemUB, 
Mrs. Ydlowley jbore a daughter, named after' herself Barbara^ 
who,, ^en in earliest infancy, exhibited the pinebed nose and 
thin ^ps by which the CHiycseale fiEoigly were distinguished* 
tile inhatutants o^the Meams ; and as her dmdhood 
advan^d, the leadamBs witii which she seised, «n4 the tenaoity 
Wherewith she detained, the playthings of Triptolaiiia)|, besides 
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a ictire to bite, pinch^ asd eoratdi, o&ndight, or no prfrro^;ati(ia» 
were elUcoBBide^ b^ atteatiTO obBexTers aa proofi^ Ha^ M iff* 
Baby would prore ** to mother omt ig^" tSflidom jioofik 
did JDot stick to B&y, that the acrunonf of the Obplcya l o blood 
Hkd not, on this occaeioa^ been Qooled«and weetened^by tbat of 
Old England ; Jdiat young DdlbeUdceti^waa much abotit the 
house, and they could not but think it o^ that Mrs. Ydlowky, 
who, as the whole world knew, gave nothL^ for nothing, shauld 
be so uncommonly* aitentiye to heap the trencher, ai^ to fill 
the caup,.of an idle blacl^ard ne'er-do-weel. But when folk 
•had once l£K)ked upon the austoe and awfully virtuoua counte- 
nance of Mra Yellowley, they did. full justice to her ]^ropdeiy 
of conduct, and Deilbelicket’s ^elioa<w of taste. ^ 

Meantime young Triptolemus, hayij|g receiyed such instmcdons 
as the Curate coiiSd give him (for though Dame YeUowkf 
adhered to the persecuted remnant, her jolly husband, ed^ed by 
the black gown and prayer-book, still conformed to the church 
as by law established); was, in due process of time, sent to Saint 
AndreVs to prosecute his ^studies. He went, it is true, but 
with an eye turned back with sad remembrances his fatiier’s 
plough, his father's pancakes, and his father's ale, for which the 
smAll beer of the college, commonly there termed ** thorough-go- 
nitkble,'* furnished a poor substitute. Yet he advanced in his 
learning, being found, however, to show a particakr fimmr^ to 
Bifch authors of Antiquity as had made the improvement of the 
soil the object of their researches. He endui^ the Bucolics of 
Yirgil — ^the Georgies he had by heart — ^but the JEneid he oould 
not away with f mid he was particularly severe upon the cele- 
brated line expressing a charge of cavalry, because, as he under- 
stood the itord putrem* he opined that the cdknbrants^ in their 
inconsiderate aixlour, gahop^ over a new-mammed plough 
field. Onto, the Rotnan Oewr, was his fisvomiteiiiiijpgdi^^ 
heroee and philosophers, not on account of the strMtifeas ef his 
morals, but beerfbse of his treatise ds i2s He had 

ever in hie mouth the {hrase of Giemo!, Jem mminm mteponee 
CaUmi, He thought w^ of PaSadiui, and of Ter^^tthis Yant^ 
mhnt Columella was his podretKxnupanion. To these a&ciQiit 
' Vorthies, he added themnm modem Tuaser, HaarOib, and, otter 
writers on rural eooiiozake, not tte hicubn^ljm ef 

tte Shepherd oftiatisbuiy Kain, andLluch of tto beito4nfi^^ 

^ <2ttadniyedaSiiqii6 patnm amitii quiStt snguk oampsni* 
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T5HK miLra. 

hIm), iudead of rimwaM 

of soMtioal ermta, pre*«»ded«^ » 
wo#i^ ^nmld not, «ui diroet <h* aWartisn of ^4r 
t«),tiuit ooone of •oitftiTBtiMi ttm wliieh liio pit^oto 
of eoo4 eropi may 'bo mftty ^^cte4 ; modeot 
•who •tereloB of tbo ime and downfall of emjdias, ^t®t thro; 
advw wi& noint&ig out the fit oeaeona to mp md »w, with a 
Sr OTOW at the wealdior whioji each mo^ will 
™«S^aa. for example, liiat if Heavon'pftaaea, we ah^ tevo 
SSti' Md he auawr will atake his 
July prores, on the whole, a month of annAme. New , *1**»<^ 
the Keetor of Saint Leonard^ waa greatly jdeaa^, m gOTeral, 
Sth^^aqmet, laboridnj, andwtudioua of Triptolomiia 

Ydllowley,and deemed him, in so far, worthy of a ^e of four 
WvDablee having a Latin termination, yet he relished not, by any 
means his exolusiTe attention to his fevounte aathore. It 
aRTonrod of the earth, he said, if not of 
» man’s mind always ® 

ftflferootated • and he pointed out, tnft m vam, history, anapc^t^, 
and ^vini^ as more eleTating subjecto of occupation. Tnp 
tolemw YeHowley was obstinate in ^ 
battle of Pharsriia, he thought not as 

the world, but dwelt on the rich crop which the Bmathia^da 
n»re Iflcely ♦> produce the next aeason. In vemacidat poo^. 
Tiiptolemua could acaroe be prevail^ 
c^let excepting <dd Tuaser, as aforesaid, whose Hulked 
SSta ’of <Sffl»baiid^ he had ^t b? c^^g 

alao Piers Ploughman’s Vision, wh^ “’fT t^ 

be bought with avidity ftom a packman, but aftw r^^ tM 
two first pMea, Srmg it into the fire as an impud&t 
SlLd poSB libel AatodiTiidty,hesu!^ tl^m^ 
,nP by t ^i«ding hie inatmctora, that to labour the 

the wa of hto body and sw^ of h» b^,. 
wus ihe lot imposed upon fafieu man; Sftd,. 
he wa? ttwlted toXharge, to the best of 
so obviously Mceasaiy W> extot^, leaving othm 
as ib W» as thiy wodd upon tiie more leoondito myetertoa of 

a spltft » JHOth iaiwwed and limited to the ®tnei^ 
-orSB^msy ba 

tidmua ha or the use tie urae like to xneke of w ecaui- 
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flitions, would have mud) gratified the aaubitioua hope pf hie 
aifectioiitfte mother. It is true, he expressed m reloctaiioe to 
embrace the profession of a deig^man, whidi suiieil wdl encmgli 
with the habitual personal indolence which smnetetF Attaches 
to speculative dispositioiK He had vdews^ to speak plainfy (I 
wish th^y were peculiar to hims^, of on'tivatiiig the six 
days m the week, preaching on the seventh with due 
regality, and dining with son^e fat franklin or countiy Ishd, 
with whom he eouM smoke a pipe and diink a tankard after 
dinner, and mix in secret sonference on the exhaustless subject, 


Now, this plan, Insides that it indicated nothing of what ' 
then called the root of the matter, implied necessarily the pos- 
session of a manse ; "and the possession of a mimse inferred conif 
pliance with the doctrines of prelacy, and other enormities of the 
time. There was some question how far manse and glebe, 
stipend, both i^ctual And money, might have outbalanced the 
good lady’s predisposition toVar^ Presby teiy ; but her xeal wite 
not put to so severe a trial. She died before her |on ha^ com- 
pleted his studies, leaving her afflicted spouse just as disconsolate 
os was to be expected. The first act of old Jasper’s undivided 
adihpiifitration was to recall his son from Saint Andrews, in order 
to obtalh his assistance in his domestic labours. dLnd here JX 
mi^ht have beeu«upposed that our Triptolemus, summoned to 
carry into practice what he had so fondly stuiied in theory, 
must have been, to use a simile which he wdlild ^ave thocwht 
lively, like a cov^ entering upon a clover park. Alas, mistaimn 
thoughts, and deceitful hopes of mankind ! ^ 

A laughifig philosopher, the Democritus of day, once, in 
a moral lecture, compared* human life to a taUe pier^ with a 
number of holes, each of which has a pin made exactly to fit it, 
but which pins being stuck in hastily, and %ithout Mecrion, 
chance leads inevitably to the most awkward mistakes. “ For, 
how often do we the orator pathetically conduded, — how 

often, I say, do we see die round manwtuck hate the three-cor- 
nered hole r* This new fflustrarion ct the vagarhis of fortune 
iSSet every one present into convulsians of Inoghter, exoepdng ond 
fiit alderman, whoseSmed to make disease to own, and instated 
that it was no jdSIting matter. To tidce up the sin^e, however, 
is an credent it la phin that Triptdemus Yellow]^ 
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ilftd been labAeea aut of the bag at loaat a buiidred years too 
soon^^ Ifbs Ittd come o^ the stage in our om time, that is, if he 
had fiomislied mf time irith^ these or fortyu^ears, he 
ootdd BOt j^emiss^ to have held the offioe of vioe-presideBt 
<d‘ some efcdneDt agricultml society, tmd to have transacted all 
the hoshieBS thereof under the aospioes of some noble duke or 
lord, arho, as the mat^ might*happen, either knew, or 'did not 
know, the difil^oe betwmi a horse and a cart, and a cart-horse. 
'He could not hare lu^sed such, preferment, for he was exceed*- 
iagly learned in all those particulars, whkh; being of no conse- 
quence in actual practice, go, of Qo\xn$^ a great way to institute 
^e character of a connoisseur in any art, but especially iir 
agricultyre. £ut, alas ! TriptoUmns Yellowley had, as we alr^y 
have hintqd) come into the world at least a ceutu^ too soon ; 
for, instead of sitting in an arm>chair, with hammer in his 
and a bumper of port before him, gi'Hng forth the toast, 
— To breeding, in all its branches,^’ his father planted him 
betwixt the stilts of a {dough, and invited him to guide tbo 
oxen, on whose beauties he woidd, in aui*day, have descanted, 
and whose rumps he would not han^ goaded, but have Wved. 
Old Javier c()piplained, that although no one talked so well of 
comm&D and several, wheat and rape, fallow and lea, as his 
learned son (whom he always called Tolimus), yet, ** dong it,” 
added the ^eca, “ nought thrives wi' un — ^nought thrivei^l^r 
unj” It was etui worse, when Jasper, becoming frtiil and 
ancient, was obbged, as happened in the course of a few yeah, 
gradually to yield up the reins of government to the^cademical 
neophyte. ^ ^ 

Aa if Nature had meant him a leqiite, he had got one of the 
dfmmt and intractable farms in the Meams, to try conclu- 
iAxm withal, *a fdaoe which ^seemed to yield everything but 
what the agriculturist wanted; foe there were plenty of 
^hktief, which indicates dry land ; and store of fern, which is 
said to ihtiiiiate Meep land ; ami nettles, which show where 
lime hath been apphed ; and deep furrows in the .most unlikely 
spots, whi^ ktimated that it had been cultivated in former 
by the Peghts, as papular tradition bore. There was also 
enough of stones to ke^ the ground warn, according to the 
cteed of some farmm, and gres^ abundasioe of springs to render^ 
it cool and sa|fy, aoomt&nfi to the iimey of others. It was in 
rain ^lat^ sltenusefy on these opinioiu, poor Tr^ptedemue 
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endeayaured to ayail himself of the st^poscd capiib0ities of the 
boiL No kind of butter that mi^t be (tened eouU 
to sti<dc«upoa his own bread, any more than cm that ^ poor 
Tusser, whose Hundred Points of Good Husbandly/ so ussM to 
others of his day, were never to himself worth as manp pennies, t 
' In fact, excepting anc himdred acres of h^eld, to which cdd 
Jasper iiad early seen neoessity of liiuj,tiiig his labouispthere 
was not a comer of the farm fit for anything bttt to break 
plough-graith, and kill cattle. ^And then, as for the pai^ which 
was really tiUed with some profit, the expose of the forming 
establishment of Triptoleiatts, mid his disposition to experiment, 
^soon got ijd of any good arising foom the cultivaticm of it 
The carles and the oart-aver^** he confessed, ndtl^ a sigh, 
speaking of his farm-servants end horses, make it and the 
carles and cart-aVers eat it all;” k ec^usion wMch might 
sum up the jear-bobk of many a gentleman-fonner. «, 

Matters would have soon been brought to a dose with Tripto- 
lemus in the present day. He would have got a benk-ci^t, 
manoeuvred with wind dashed ^ut upon a large scale, ami 
soon Ifove seen his crop odd stock sequestered by the Sherifi* ; 
but in those days a man could not ruin himsdf so easily. The 
whole Scottish tenantiy stood upon the same level nat of fhverty, 
80 4hat it was extrefoely difoeult to find any vantage ground, by 
clfog^bing up to which a man mi^t have an opportunity 
actually breaking his neck with some 4clat. Tbe^ were pr^ty 
ufooh in the si^tion of people, who, being totally without 
credit, may indeed suffer from indJ^mioe, but«catmot posdbly 
become bankrupt. Besides, notwithstanding \he fisiWe eff 
Tiiptolemus's pfojects, there were to be balanced against the ex* 
penditure which they occasioned, all the savings which the ex- 
treme eooifomy of hk aist^ Barbara eould eflbet*; and in truth 
her exertions were wondirfoL She mi^t Imve re<£sed, if mf 
one could, the idea of the learned pfailom^er, who pronounoed 

that sleeping was a fonoy, and eatmg but^ ludfiV 

% 

* [The title M this work, published 1557, was afterwards changed to 
^Five Hunched Points of Good Husbandly/ and passed through nmy 
editions.] e ^ 

^ This is admitted by the English agrieultu^ 

"" «‘Wyeiateaineeharb«snfMldensh. 

‘ VntangMwlfosomaiieais^ 

Thssidnnot|riat,tlwpikWM}iud^ 

^gssii twde bie slBg saotai^SOBg.’* 
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Appeared to tSo woiid to have moonoed both, imtU it was oa^ 
h«|)ia|gr dlaooveoNMl that he had an intrigue irith the eook-maid 
of the irho indemnified him for fau pd:vatfoii8 Vf giving 
him private to the pantrjr^ and to a ahate oTto own 
eotteh. ]|nt no aueh decepriona wme praotiaed hy Barham 
Ydlowley^ She was up oariy, and dcfim li^ and aemned^ & 
her opm^watchedi andg^m*tari&d maideiu^ to he aa toafr^ ^ 
the oat heiMlf Thmi, for eating, it aiipeared that the air was 
a banquet to her, and die w<p^ have made it ao to her 
retinue. Her brother, who, be^ea being laeyin hia person, 
was somewhat luxurious in hia appetite, would willingly now 
and then h&vo tasted a mouthful of animal food, weoe it but to * 
know hojr hia ahe^ were fed off ; but a proposal to eat achild 
could not Iffkve staiiled Mijtiess Barbara morc^: and, being of a 
oomplknt and easy dispontion, Triptolemus^ r^nctled himsdf 
te the necessity of a perpetual Lent, too ha^y when he could 
get a scrap of batter to his oaten cake, or (as they lived on the 
banka of the Esk) escape the daily necessity of ^ting salmon, 
whether in or out of season, six days out df the seven. ^ 

But although Hra. Barbara broii|ht faithfhlly to the joint 
storic all saving which her a wfol powers of economy accomplished 
to sort^ tpgeSier, and although the dower ^of their mother was 
by degrees expended, or nearly so, in aiding thmn upon extcefoe 
occasions, the term at length i^prcmched when it seemed impo^ 
sil^ that they could sustain the ccmjflict any longer agailist t^e 
evil star of ^ptclemus, as he called it himseV, or natural 
result of Ids abrard speculations, as it was termed hf ^^thers. 
Luckily at this^sad^uii^ a god jumped down to their out 
of a madiine. In plain S^^ish, the noble 1^ who owned 
their fo^ arrived at his numsicm'house in their neighbourhood, 
with bis eooo£ add six and his running fbotmen, m the foil 
qfilendour of the seventeenth cmit^ ^ » 

^ This person of quality was the son of tine nobleman who had 
bfoa|^t\lfo ancient Jari^ into the country fircw Yorkshire, and 
he was, like bis fother, a fondfol and sehenung man.* He had 

* At the pwiodmpposad, the Bari cfKorkSi held thf blasdi of Orkney 
and Betlsnd, mtgiBriiy gnntelNii ItiS, ocaifizmed in 1707, sod leodered 
shsolntn in 17^. gvre ibe fiinily much property and iidnence, 
wki^ they nsnaJIy exwoised by factom, nameiLchamberlatiia. Xn 1760 * 
fhb property was mm by the th^ Earl of Merton to 8ir Latrmoe Dtmdaa, 
brwnoasson,L(sMX>Qnite4tkn0WlM^ (^omMLordDoadas^of dake 
hi Ymkihlm^waa created Eatl of Zetlairi in less.] ^ * 
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Bdiemed well for himedf^^howeveri amid the m^tionB of tba 
time, having obtained, for a certain period of xearo, the 
tration bf the remote klanda of Orlmej and Zetland, pay- 
m^t of a certain rent, with the right of mi&ing tlm most of 
whatever was the property or revenae of ^ cro^ in tlmee 
distncts, under the titl^ of liord Ohemberlaln. Now, hie l<nd- 
ship bad becoire possessed wi& a notKO, in itsdbT a vry true 
one, that much might be done to render this grant availahle, 
by improving the ^ture of t])e crown lands, both in Orkney 
and Zetland ; and then, having some acquaintance with our 
friend Triptolemus, he thought (rather less hap^Dy) that he 
^ might pro e a person capable of furthering his schemes He 
sent for him to the great HalMiouse, and was so mi^ edified 
by the way in wjiich our fri^d laid down the law. upon every 
given subject relatj^ to rural economy, that he lost no time in 
securing the co-operation of so valuable an assistant, the fint 
step being to release him from his present unprofitable farm. 

The terms^ were arranged much to the mind of Triptolemus, 
who already beeh taught, by many years* experience, a dark 
sort of notion, that without under^duing or doubting fc/ a 
moment his own skill, it would be quite as well that almost all 
the trouble and risk should be at the expense of his employer. 
Indeed, the hopes of advantage which he held out to his patron 
were so considerable, that the Lord Chamberlain dropped eveiy 
i^ea of admitting his dependant into any shore of the expected 
pnrofits ; for, rude as the arts of agriculture were in Soothmd, 
they were fax superior to those known and prcctused in the re- 
gions of Th\ile, and Triptolemus Yellowl^ tonoeived himself to 
be possessed of^ a d^ee of insight into these mysteries, far supe- 
rior to w^at was possessed or practised even in the Meams* 
The improvement, therefore, which was to Be expected, would 
bear a double proportioif," and the Lord Ohamberii^ was to map 
aU the profit, deducting a handsome talary for his steward 
Yellowley, toother with the accommodation of a ^ouse and 
domestic form, ior the suf^rt of his fiuaily* Jqy seised the 
heart ctf Mistress Barbara, at bearing ihk hapjqr tenninatioD 
fif what threatened to be so yery bud an affirir as their lease 
of Oauldaeres. 

** If we cannot,^ aha said, protide for otir own houab, wb^ 
#11 is comi^ in, aod notii^ goibg surdjr we qitut be 
worse than iii£deb| t” 
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Tr^pMmiYii was a Inisj max fbr mw ttosi htiffing koA puff^ 
hg, aatiists^ and dn&king m ettsj while he 

ei^ttred oq^acted iogeitim proper inlplemakts of ajrkiilture, 
to vmi hp fhe nativeB of these devoted udande, whose deeti- 
eiea werAm^iaeed with Qiia foniiidable ehaage. Siagolar topis 
these Would seem, if preseotyl befoX) a modem ag^cniltoial 
Boddl^; hat evertthing is zelative, nor oooid the heavy cartr 
load of timher^ called ^e old Boots pbutgh^ semn less ({tnuige 
to a Scottish jSsumer of ^ pmseat day, the corselets and 
casqaes of the scddiera of Oortes mighf s^ to a regimeiit of 
our own arrny^ Yet the latter conquered Mezioe, and un- 
doubtedly the former would have been a splcpdid improvement 
on the imtcP of agriculture in Thule. 

We haw nev^ been ah)e to Ham why Trif^tolemus preferred 
filing his residence in Zetland to beccming^an inhabitant of the 
Orkneys. Perhaps he thought the inhabitants of the latter 
Archipelago the more simple and docile of the two kindred 
ttibea : or perhaps he preferred the sitiution of the house and 
farm he himself was to oocupy (yhich Vas indeed a tplerable 
ofie), as preferable to that whi^ he had it in his power to have 
obtained upon Pomona (so the main island of the Oikneys is 
entitled). At Harfra, or, as it was sometimes called, Stour- 
burgh, from the remains of a Pictish fort, which was id^ost 
close to the mansion-house, the factor settled himself in the 
plmitude oPhis authority; determined to honour the nam&he 
bore by his exertions, in precept and example, civilise the i&et- 
landers, and jftiprove thdr very confined knowledge in the 
primaiy arts of hi&ian life. 


OHAPTEE FIFTH. 

• , 

the wind blew keen free north and east . 

It blew njKHi the floor, 

Qno* our goodman |o onr goodwiCe, 

"Qot up end bar the dm/' . 

** Ky hsiid is b my iKmtewifiHdcep,. 

. Qcodmin, u ye mey see ; 

If It ehouidiie be bairU thie hundred yeeni, 

IV» fto be berKd for me 1^' 

• OwSmk 

Wb can Oidy hope that the gmtie reader has not Idund the 
latter part of l^e last chaptea extremely tedimsl ; bu% at any 
vou xnr. i 
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rate, his iiupatieiice will scarce equal tihafc of young Uotdaiimt 
Me^un, who, while the lightBhag came flash after fladhi white 
the iidndf veering and lifting poiiit to point, UeW 
all the fury of a hurricane, and while ihe ra&^^was daAed 
against him in deluges, stood hammering, catiing, an£! roarteg 
at the dgor of the old Pla^ at Harfta, hnpatieztt Hr admittaneei 
and at a loss to conceive any position of eiisting dmunst&oes, 
which could occasion the exclusion of a stnmger, especially 
during such horrible weather. At length, finding hii noise and 
vociferation wer4 equally in vain, he fell back so fer finm the 
front of the house, as was flOeessaiy to enal^e him to reconnoitre 
the chimneyis ; and amidst ‘‘ storm and shade,” could discover, 
to the increase of his dismay, tlutf though noon, thett the dinner 
hour of these isteads, was noW near^ anive^ there was no 
smoke proceeding from the tunnels of the vents to give any 
note of preparation within. 

Mordaunt*8 wrathful impatience was now changed into sym- 
pathy and alapm , for, so long accustomed to the exuberant 
hospitality of the Zetland istends, he was immediately induced to 
rtuppose some strange and unaccountable disaster had befallen tfio 
family; and forthwith set himself to discover some j^aoe at ^hich 
he could make foroibte entiy, in order to ascertain the aituatiou 
of the inmates, as much as to obtain shelter from the still increas- 
ing storip. His present anxiety was, however, as much thrown 
aw^y as his late olamorous importunities for admittaffoe had been. 
Triptolemus and his sister had heard the whole alarm without, 
and had already had a sharp dispute on the piopStety of opening 
the door. ^ 

Mrs. Baby, as we have described her, was no willing renderer 
of the rites pf hospitality. In their farm of Qkuldacros, in the 
Hearns, she bad b^ the dread mid abhorrence of all gaberlunzie 
men, and travelling packihen, gipsies, long rememhcrm begge^ 
and so forth, nor was there one of them so wite, as shp us^ to 
boast, as could evpr say they had heard the cU^ of her sneck. 
In Zetland, where the new setflers were yet strangera to the 
extreme honesty and simplicity of all clasees, suspicioii and fyar 
joined with frug^ty in her deaixe fb exclude* all wandering 
guests of uuoertaiii character ; and the seoond of theae motives 
bad its affect m iMptoIemus hiussel^^who, though neither 
4piiB nor penurio^ knew good peo|^ were scarce, good ikrmera 
scarcer, and had ^a i;eaaon^e sh^ of that wisdom wbkdi looks 
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Qkl^ Mfve (B ft oommentaty on tbe fo%wing dialogni whioli took 

kb flJd sdioolrooiy of Viigfl, “ kffl* 5* k P«re d«y for 
tltt b^ftoed 1— Won* apoka the vrm Manjuftn— «»<« Mrg^ 
<3^— and thMi 4o groane of the 

resoundiog diorea— but where’s the woods, Baby t teU me, I 
say, where we riiaJl find tii»5 nemmn wurmw, suiter Baby, m 
these new seats of ours 1" 

“ What’s your foolish wfll 1” said Baby, poRiing her head tom 
out of ft dark recess in the Jd^en, where she was busy about 
some^amdess deed of housei^eiy. 

Her tirotber, who h«d adiessed himsetf to her , more from 
hslnt than intention, no sooner saw her hieak red nose, keen pey 
eyes, with the sharp features thereunto conformu^, «^ed by 
the flaps of the loose toy which depended on each side «>* her 
* eaiwr than he bethought himself iihat hi» query was likely 
,to find little acceptation from her, and therefore stocW another 
voUey before he would resume the topic. _ , x iv 

Ml say,* Mr. YeUowley,” said sister Baby, coming into the 
middle of the room, “ what for are ye c^ng on me, and #ae in 

the midst <rf my housewife-skepl” , m • xtT ' 

“Nay, for nothing at all, Baby," answered ^pttlemus, 
saving Aat I was saying to myself, that Ijpre we had the 
and the wind, and the rain, sufikient enough, ^t where s the 
wood! wheses the wood. Baby, answer me that! v 

“ The wood!" answered Baby— “Were I » to take better care 
of the wood tlum yon, brother, there would soon be no more wood 
about the town than the barber’s block that’s on jbur sboul- 
dets, TriptolemuB. If ye be thinkiqg of the wieck-w(^ that the 
brought in yesterday, there was six oimces of itjM «> 

I boil«yaar parrH^ this morning ; though, I trow, a oarefu n^ 

* ^ a . ^ _ _i.x. 'Wii Vua&rkxrcul fn VllLITA. TaithCff 

than mate baiUi'mdtith and fhel m the same morning. 

“ is to say, Bgiff" implied Triptolelhus, who was some- 
what of a dr# joker torn way, « th^ when we J>ave fire we^ 
not to hmre food, and when we have fojd we are not to have ^ 
d ^iiio bring too great Usasings to enjoy both on the s ame day^ 
Ooodk^yoadoBot prt^vre ahonld ^ 

^iirV0 bugger wneo Bnt, teH to® trutli^ i 
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coiild never awaj with raw oatmeal, akKdcened with water, in aB 
my life. Call it drammoqjc or m^owdie, or jnat whi^ ye Ihit, Aty 
vivera mtist thole fire and water.” t 

“ The mair gowk you,” said Baly ; ye not yoor 
brosO on the Sunday, and srp them canid on the Monday, i^oe 
ye’re sae dainty ? ^Mony is the fairer than yours ^ 
licked the lip after Wh a cogfh*.” 

** Mercy on us, sister 1” said Triptol^us ; ‘‘ at &is it’s 
a finished fi^d witib ms-rl must nn^oke the pleugh, and liedown 
to wait for t^e deadthraw. Here is that in this house wad h(dd 
allcZotland in peal for a twe^emonth, and ye grudge a cogfh’ of 
warm parritch to me that has sic Afharge 1” ^ 

’l^ist — hold your silly davping tongue,” said Baby^look- 
ing round with appc^hension — ye are £ wise man to fipeak of 
what is in the house, 'and a fitting man to have the charge of 
it. — Hark, as I live by bread I hear a tapping at the outer 
yetti” ^ 

Go and open^lt thenj Baby,” said her brother, glad“ at any- 
thing that promised to interrupt the dispute. , 

^^Go and open it, said he!” echoed Baby, half angry, half 
frightened, and half triumphant at the superiority orher under- 
standing over that of her brother — “ Go and open it said you, 
indeed I — is it to lend robbers a chance to take dl that is in the 
house c ^ 

Robbers ech^ Triptolemus, in his turn ; •‘there are ncf 
more robbers in this country than there are lamb^at Yule. I 
tell you, as I )iave told you an hundred times, there ere no High- 
landmen to hany vm here* This is a land of quiet and honesty. 

0 fortunati nimmm 1 ” 

“And whatr good is Saint Rinian to do ye, T(dcmuaf”said hia 
sister, mistaking the quotation for a Catholic isvooaiioa. “ Be^ 
sides, if there be no Hi^dandman, there may be as bad. I 
saw BBX or seven as ill-looking chields gang 4>ast the Place 
yesterday, as ever efine firae be^t Ooch^bm ; i]14h'f<ed tools 
they had in their hands, whsaUng knivei th^ ea*ed tlieai, hut 
they looked as like* dirks and whingers^ ae bit aim can look 
liko anither. There is nao honest uses cany dcoim tools.” 

' •Sere the knoddng and diiouts oi Mordaimt were vecy aadibb 
betwixt every sweii ot the horrible biaet whi<h waa eamatbik# 
without The bnvther and skier looked at each f30m in tw 
perplerity and fear. * “ If they have beard of the ii^er,” said 
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W* wy iww ”** 

»w, when th«(r Aotild hM tlto toi^r 
«dd TrwSmMfc “jQo to <!»• •hot-wiadw iartmtiy, ^ ,«» 

SJ ere of them, w^^ae I load to old Sp^- 

lywSddoA-ftm—go aa if you were atepping <« new-laid 

WWWl" . . a 1— 


««»t to to window, and reported tot to aw 
« (mJl!o2 tottering end i^g oa gm 
How many tote might he out <rf aght, a^ oould not aaj^. 

“ Out of aight 1 — nonaenae,” aafd Triptolemna^liying eslde h 

Viand I will warrant ttem oat of eight and heturii^ Qotn 
tiSiaWe^ fdlow catch^d in to 

*of ottf iwf, ^ a Uttle re&eahmeut. ©pen the door, Baby, it 

^ itTohriatian deed of him to come in 

♦imn V* mM Baby netting up a most ^elefhl abiiek, au Mon^nt 

Mertoiin, who had forced open #ne of S 

SSto apartment, dripping with wato Ito » ^ 

tolemna, to great tribulation, preaen^ 

not vet loaded, while the intruder exclaimed, Hold, hold wha 
to Lvil mean you by keeping your doiOT Mted m weai^r 1 e 
thia, ^ levellmg your gun at folk’a heada aa yoij would 

"^And who are you, friend, and what rfent ywl" ato Tn^ 
tolemi, uieijng to butt of hia gun to to « he apoke, 

I want meaVdrink, and fire, a bed for to ^bt, and a toltio 

for tomorrow morning, to cany to Ya^M. 

“And ye said there wme nae caterans of aomera herel afod 
Babgato torfgriculturiat roproadifiilly. 

toonIneliOchitorW hiamii^and hmer^^ 

^dwrt, “ pttt np P" pip* ^'“5 

l^terfWS Lordtofa fei^r, and no place of leaet to tog^ 
“iSSSmt ha^ed in herfeee at torimptohyoftoreq^^ 

“LmiM b»2* walla," he told, “ind m •^^h * **®“i*^ « thial 

Wto tato you m# to t--Hi^g»to»et or a acart dn you think 1 am. 
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that jotir dapping your bands and skirling at me like a mad^ 
woman should drive me bom the dmlter into the stom I'* 

And so you propose, yiung man,” said IWptolwn'^ gr^vdy, 

** to stay in my house, volm$ no2ms--tiuit jjs, whetiierWe will one 
nor. ^ 

** Will 1” said Mordaunt ; what^ right have you to will a;^- 
thing about it ? Db you not hear the thidUerl J)o you not 
hear the rain? Do you not see the lightning! And do you 
not know this is the pnl^ house within I wot not how many 
miles ? Come, my good master and dame, this may be Seottish 
jesting, but il sounds strangcf in Zetland ears. You have let 
out* the fire, tdo, and my teeth are dancing a jig in my head 
with gold ; but Fll soon put that to^rights." 

He seized the fire7.tong8, raked ‘tog^hcr the embers tijxjn the^ 
hearth, broke up into life the gathering peat, which the hosteat 
had calculated should have preserved the se^ of fire, without 
giving them forth, for many hours ; then casting his eye round, 
saw in a comer tke stocl^ of drift-wood, which Mistr^ Baby 
had served forth by ounces, and, transferred two or three logs of 
it at once to the hearth, whi^, conscious of such unwonted 
supply, began to transmit to the chimney such a smcfite as bad 
not issued from the Place of Harfra for many a day. 

Whi^Te their uninvited guest was thus making himself at hom^ 
*Baby kept e^dging and jogging the factor to turn out the^intruder. 
But fgr this undertaking, Triptolemus YeUowley felt neither ' 
courage nor zeal, nOr^did drcumstances seem at al^ to warrant 
the fevourable d>nclusion of any fray into which |io inght enter 
with the young stranger. The sinewy limbs and graceful fonn 
of Mordaunt Mertoun were seen to great advantage in his simple 
sea-dress; and with his dark spariding eye, 
animated features, close curle^dark hair, and bold free looks, the 
stranger formed a very strong ooiftrast with the host on whom 
ho had intruded himself. Triptdemus Was « sbort» {dumi^, 
duck-legged disciple o£ Ceres, whose bottle-noee, turned and 
handsomely coppered at the eztreodty, seemed to mtiinate seme* 
thing of an occasional trea^ with Beo<di% It was l{ke to be 
no equal mellay betwixt persons of sucfi unequsT form and 
str^sgth ; and the difference betwixt twenty and fifry years was 
nothmg in favour of ^ wdldcer party. the frustst^Na 

an hm^ good-nature^ Mbw id; bottom, and bei^ itomi aatiU^ 
that his guest had no other views th%Q those of obtaining 



55 


ttm atom, It w«di,4«pite hk. mtert ta« 

b««k ys iMtaast to dfliqr ft b«Hi « m|oo«w» 
a ftrterior ■»» ftO pNpoiMBBH^ iiT 

«Zr«oLsd6fiaff fc*wr hf oouW moBk giwjofalty 5^^ 
dBmSTJSfkoBpitaljle kndtord, opt of that 
deVito of hift doHwrtio cftstle agftiMt aa tuwathoraod ««^w^ 
viieu Bftkyi trlio had fttood appalled at the eltreme femiHan^ 
rf the atWB^B addwea aad demoaorar, now spoke up fw 

“My troth, lad," said she to Mo^unt, “ ye are no blate, to 
light on at that rate, and the best of wood, too-pne of your 
ttWiwy pe)^ but aik tiprber, n»e lew maun serve ye 

come li^tly by it, dajw," said Mordaant, oarelesety ; 

“ and you*should not grudge the to what tlfa s^ gives yon mt 
notog. These good ribs of oak did thoiwlast dn^ upon earth 
and when they could hold no longer together under the 
brave hearts that manned the bark.” _ 

“And that’s true, too," said the old weman, Sbftening— this 

maun be awamne weather by sea. ‘Sit down and warm ye, since 
the srieks are aJow." 

“ Ay, ay,'*8aid Triptolemus, “ it is a plearore to sm 
a bonny bleese. I havena seen the like b’t since I left O^d- 

“^And «ha ii"s see the like o’t again in a buny," said Baby, 
“unless the house take to, or there suld be ^ ooal-beugh fcamd 

out ’’ i It 

“ And whet«fo» should not there he a coal-hen^"^ouiid out 1" 

eaid the factor triumphantly—" I say, wherefcre mould a 
codl'hcugh bo found out in Zetland aa well as m Fife, now ttat 
the OhamheflaiB has a discreet man uj^n the 

spot to the neoeseary pmquiaitipnsi Thjy are baith fish- 

inff statioiiSe 1 tioif , .. 

® tdl y<m what it is, Toiemua Teliowley,” ao^red hi$ 

UBt^, who had practiciil reaebiiB to fear h<» brothw^a 
upcm my &be aocut, if yuti pomise ^ 

b^o.wall»B.well no )|p weel hafted ke» brf'we ^ 
out and set a-tootring agahi. If ane w to 

ft goM ffldno, I keo wed wha wad prom»e he suld taTO r<»tngW 

mid Inot!" SMd Wptolemi»--"att^ yom 
twsad 4oe» mot iQiow there ia a laud in Orkn^ owed Ofibir^ or 
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sometibiiig very like it ; end whmlbre Biigbt ScflommL th0 
wIm Ki^ of the Jewg, ha?e Mit thftto Ub ma hi* 
aematB Ibr ibixr IHrovrbeknew 

beet where to go or Bei»d| «nd I ho]^ jm 
Bifbyr' 

Baby was silei^ by im appeal to S^tetare^ howem igad d 
propot, and only answered by an artioniate hufnph of increc^ty 
or seom^ while her brother went on address^ Hordamrt. — 
Yes, you shall all of you see wh&t a change shall c(^ introduce^ 
even into spch an unt^pit^j(>us cotmtiy as yours. Ye have not 
heard of co|^, I warrant, or of ironnstone, in these idands, 
neither Mordaont said he hi4 heard there was po|^ near 
the Olifb of Konigsburgh. Ay, and a oopper scum is fmind on 
the Loch of Swana* too, young man. ^But the young&t of ygu, 
doubtless, thinks himself a match for such as I am.^' , 

Baby, who during all this while bad been closely and aemiratdy 
reconnoitring the youth's person, now interposed in a manner b^ 
ner brother totally unexpected ^'Ye had mair need, Mr. 
Yellowlcy, to give the young man some dry clothes, and to se^ 
about getting something for him to eat, than to sit diere bleenng 
away with your lang ^es, as if the weather weiS not \Hndy 
enei^ without your help ; and maybe the lad would drink some 
blao^, or siolike, if ye bad the grace to ask him.” 

WhiWTriptolemus looked astonished at such a pioposal, coj^ 
sidering the qua];;ter it came from, Mordaunt answered, 
should be very glad to have dry clothes, but begged to be ex 
Qused from drbiking until he had eaten gomevdmt.^ 

Triptolemus aeemdingly conducted him into another apart' 
ment, and aoooxnmodating him with a change of dress, left him 
to his arrangements, while he himself returned kitdimi, 
much puaried to account fcr his sister's unusiml fit of boqpit^ 
'^She must be/«y,”* he said, ^^aud in that esse has not bngto 
live, and I frU heir to her todier*good, I am Sony for 

it ; for idbe has hetd the boese^gear woQ togelte^^-Hlniwti tim 
giiib over tight" it may be xiowa^ then, but the saddle sits the 
better.” ^ ^ 

^Wboa Triptolemus xetumed to the kitdimL, he found hiB 

* When a pmm tUmgiA U* ooedition ^mddadyi •• vlM a W 

omm liberal, or a ohml j^Kri^huMared, is ttU^ in Botm&i to he^/ 
la, predMtmed to tpitAf deatil^ Ot whidi sadi nttHatfams of hamw 
mrioeivedai anueindioatiou. c 
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TBot tmm 

^ 0 

0in|fi^69i9 ecntfinn^ Ibf Unat^mmin the deq^r^ta ««t 
eowapa^ Id & 9 p 09 « ssu>ked gocsa, wilk athm of iiie 
ern^ ttSbOi bud: imog k the iearge ehfsfidoqri i&uttediig to 

hMcilf gtybebam It leaaa he eateo en&e or and 

ivliiltlb(rxM)h9riih6{)r^ e 

^^jjnbwitlithieofi^ fisterr^ Trlptokonta ** Yen have 
oa tile girdle and the pot at aaoe. What daj U tint wi* yon I” 
^ Wm endi a da^r as the Israditee had betide tiie fleah-pote 
of ligTpt, blilie Tj^ptelemoa : ttit ye httie kea wha ye haTe in 
yotur house this bteed day " ^ 

I Troth and httie do I ken "said Triptolemua^ little as* 

II mold ken^the naig 1 nem btibra 1 would take the lad 

Ifor a ya&er * but he has rather Qwer gtx>d havings, and has no 
pack*" • • % 

, Ye ken aa Httle aa ane of your am bita of nowt, man/^ 
retorted tiater Baby; “if ye ken na bim, do ye ken Tron^ 
Itronadanghtert” 

“TrondaDronadaughter !” echoed Triptolemua*-“ how ahould 
I that ken her, when I pay her twair peonies Scota by the day, 
for worldng in the house herel I trow she works as if the 
thingif bQni6(f her dngeie. 1 bad better give a Scots laaan groat 
of l^llsh siUer.’* * ^ 

“ And that’s the maiat aenaibie word ye have said tiiia bleiaBed 
iiMpiing.*^Weel, but Tronda kens this lad weel, and ddie* has 
ofSm spoke to me about him. They call hia^fatW the Silsot 
Man of Sumbutgh, and they say he*B xincanny." 

“ Hout, ho!tt'*<-4ionsenae, nonaense^th^ are aye |t tie trash 
aa that/’ said the brother, “when you want as day's wark out 
of tiiem-^hey have stepped ower the tangs, or they have met 
an uneanny b6dy* or tiu^ have turned about the boat against 
the aun, and then there's nought to ha done that day.'* 

“Weel, weel, krothei, ye are so wiae," said Baby, “because 
f e koipped Latin^at Saint Amkows ; and can your tell me, 
tiien, 'What tim kd has round h& e 

“A Barcelena napldi^ as wet as a dishelout, atid I have just 
lent him <m of my own fvetiays," says Triptdlemua 
“iL Baroekma napkin I’’ said Baby, elevating her vdee, and 
then snddetdy kwming it, as hrom apppaheution of being over^ 
imard^“l naky n Md i&sin P 
“ A gntd abtin r said TiMcdemus. 
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lu troth IB it, himiy ; azi4 how like y<m that 9 Tb^ feft 
Bay here^ as Tronda me, t^t the of the ]>row» gm 

it to hifl father, the Silent Man of Sumbur^/’ ; 

I wish you would apeak eense, be the efient 
said TriptolemuB. The upshot of it all is, then, that tibia lad 
is the rich stranger’a 8(t^ and tibat you arj giving hhn the^ooae 
you were to keep till MichaelmaB 

** Troth, brother, we maun do something for Gksl'a sake, and 
to make ^ends ; an4 the lad,* added Bi^ (for ereh eke was 
not altogether above Ike ijpjudioee of her sex in favour of out* 
,ward fonn)^ ** the lad has a fair face of his ain.** 

“ Ye would have let mony q fair face,** said ^ptolemus, 
pass the door pining, if it ha^ not been for the gdd etudn.*^ 
“Nae doubt, »hae doubt,” replied Barbara; “yS wad not 
have me waste our substance on eveiy thigger or sorner that bag 
the luck to come by the door in a wet day 1 But this lad has 
a fair and a wide name in the country, and Tronda says he js 
to be married to a daughter of the rich Udaller, Magnus Troil, 
and the marriage-day is to lie fixed whenever he mi^ies choice 
(set him up I) between the twa lasses ; and so it wad he as 
much as our good name is worth, and our quiet foffcy, to 16t him 
sit imserved, although he does come unseat for.** 

c The best reason in life,** said Triptotemus, for letting a 
man* inb) a hofise is, that you dare not bid him gp by. How^ 
ever, since tbere^is a man of quality amongst them, I will let 
him know whom he has to do with, in my perqpn.” Then ad- 
vancing to the door, he exclaimed, ffeus DShe /" 

Adsum,** ansiwered the youth, entering the apartment. 

** Hem !** said the erudite Triptolemus, “ not altogether defi- 
cient in his^humanities, 1 see. I will try him Mther«--^aiist 
thou aught of Kasbandi7,^ung gentleman I” 

** Troth, sir, not 1,’* answer^ Mordannt; have been 
trained to plough upon the se% and to reap t^»on the emg;” 

Hough the «ea!*’ sold Triptolemus; that’s a fmtm 
requires small* harrowing ; and for your harvest cm the crag, I 
suppose you mmd these mwruB^ or wlgstteveryoq call them. It 
Assort of inga^ering which the Raiusdnmn* should stop the 
* 4aw ; nothing moors l^ly to break an Imnest man’s bdiiea I 
profess I cannot see the Measure mm iiKipm hf dan|JlEi|^ U a 
h^pe’s-end betwi^Ct earth and heavmt In my case, 1 1:^ as Bdf 
Tlie Otnsiahle.) 
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the other e&tt ot the »ipe irae fteteoed to the gihbet ; I should 
beeuie&fiKiiftHiiif, atlea^ 

“ Now, I wool^ adyiae you to try iv *^od Moroaunt 
" Tnpit lUtb ^Iroild hae figr grander aeuBaticMoa than whea one 
is perched urmid^ between a high-hrovjed diff and a roaring • 
ooeaa, ^ rope by which *you are sustained seeming asaroe 
stronger than a silken tt]Sead, and the stone on wftidi you have 
one fix»t steadied, affording such a breadth as the tittywake 
might rest upon — ^to fed ^ know all thu^ y^th the fbll con- 
ffdenoe that your own agility of limb, and strength of he^, can 
bring yon as safe off as if you had thi yrjng of the |^hawk 
— thte is indeed being almost mdependent of the &rth you 
tread on I”® 

TriptolemiA stared at thsa ^tfiusiastic description of an 
amusement which had so few charms for him ; and bis sister, 
looking at the ideucing eye and elevated bearing of the young 
adventurer, amwered, by ejaculating, “ My certie, lad, but ye 
are a brave chield 1” o 

brave chield returned Yellmley,— ** I say a terave 
goose, to be fiiohtering and fleeing in the wind when he might 
abide upen Urrcf^rtm; but come, here’s a goose that is more to 
the purpose, when once it is well boiled. Get us trenchers an(| 
^salt, Baby — but in truth it udjl prove salt enough— a tastp 
morsel it is ; but I think the Zetlanders bo the onl/folk in tlfo 
worl<f that ^ink of running such risks to catch ^ese, and then* 
boiling them when^tbey have d<wie.” 

** To be saie,’hr^ed Ip sister (it was the only y^ci th^ 
had agreed in that day), ‘‘ it would he an unco thmg to bid cmy 
gudei^e in Angus or a’ the Meams boil a goose, while there 
yras sie things as spits in tiie wm^hi— But wha’s this neist 
flhe added, loddng toyrards the entrance jvith great indignation. 

** My oerdd^ open docus, and dogs come in — and wba opened the 
A0i^ ^ Mm « 

f I did, to be sure,’' replied Mmdaunt; ^'you orould uot have 
a poor devil stand boating your deaf door-cheeks in Weather like 
tthkf t^Heire goes somethiiik though, to hdp the fire,” be added, 
drawing out ^sUding har^ oak yrith which the door had been 
seemed, ami throwing it on the hearth, wh^oe it was snatched 
by Bnm Baby in gMt wntb, she exclaiming at the same 

It’s sea^iotim ihnber, as there’^ little else hare, mid hidings 
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it about as if it were a fir-olo; who be you, «u i% 
you t’Vshe added, tufuing to the stmigeri — ** a very hidtoihaker 
loon, as ever croamd my twa eeai 

I am a yagger, if it like your ladyship,’’ rqiHed ^uniutited 
^ guest, a s^t, vulgae^ little man, who had indeed the hnnilde 
appeiuance of a pedlar, called yai^ in these idands^’^ never 
travelled in a^waur day, or was more billing to get to Harbour* 
age. — Heaven be piai^ for fire and house-room 1" 

So saying, he/lrew a stool' to the fire, and sat down without 
farther^ ceremony. Daipe Baby stared wild as grey goeshawV 
and was meditating bow to express her indignation in aontething 
warmer than words, for which the boiling pot s^gmed to ofSor a 
convenient hint, when an old half-starved serving-ii^bman — ^the 
Tronda already mentioned — the sharer of Barba’s domestic 
cares, who had been os yet in some remote comer of themuiBum, 
now hobbled into the room, and broke out into endamationa 
which indicated some new cause of alarm. 

‘*0 master 1” and ‘^0 mistr^ !’* were the only sounds* she 
could for some time articulate, and tfam followed them up yrith, 

’’ The best in the house — the best in the houso-^eet a’ on t^e 
board, and a’ will be little enough — There il auld ^oma of 
Head, the most fearful woman in all the isles 1” 

^ ‘‘Where can^he have been wandering?” said Mordaunt, not^ 
without some apparent 83 rm}^thy with suri)^, if not with 
the alarm, of , the old domestic ; “ but it is neeAess to add^the 
worse the weather, the more likely is she to j|)e a traveller.” 

“What new tramper is this?” echoed c thee distracted Baby, 
whom the qu^ succession of guests had driven well-nigh 
with vexation. “ I’ll soon settle her wandering, 1 sail wamint, 
if my brother has but the soul of a man in«hiia, or if there be a 
pair of jougs at Scaflo^yay.” 

“ The iron was never foiged on stithy that wdidd hold her,^ 
said the old maid servant. “ She oomes-v^she eemes — Go(fs 
sake speak hei- fidr and eanny, or we will have a raydkd hpj^ 
on the yam-windles !” 

As she iEg>oke, a woman, taB ahnoi^ to touch top 

of the door with her cap, afc^ipea into ^*rooiii, sjgnmg the 
cross as she eftteie^, and prou^mehife with a solemn wsmy 
’^The blessing of iki and on the docr^ And 

their broad malison and mine t^pon cdose-handed charis 

“ And wha aiw ye, that asp mb bould wf your Wiwsing and 
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teaiibg in Whit kiiid ^f oimiiybtlus^ 

titot folk ottonot ^ qoietr &r an hoar, and aem Haavea, and 
ke^ 4iajir bit gim tbagitheoT) without gaaotlprel meo^ and ^roman 
ooinxtig Boming ana alter another, Vik^ a atring of 

wjld-gBwl* 

Thifl e^eech the uiuleiatlkiiding reader wiU eaail:^ aaddle on 
Bahgr, and what ^bcta it might ha^e produced <m the 
laat ^mttgor can only be matter <3i conjeotuce; for the old 
servant and Hordaont applied themaelyes at once to the party 
addreased, in order to deprecate her resenti^t; the former 
speaUng to her some words of Norae, hi a tone of mtej^oesidcm, 
and Hordaunt saying in English, Thdj are stiangeE^h, Noma, 
«nd know^ot your name or qu&tiee ; they are unacquainted, 
too, with the ways of this c^ontiy, and thei^ove we must hold 
them excused for their lack of hospitality/’ ^ 

I lack no hospitality, young man,” said Triptolemns, 
^^vMmiiafuccurrmdtico — the goose that was destined to roost in 
the*cbimney Michaelmas, is boiling in the pot for you ; but 
if n^e had twenty geese, I see we are like to find mouths to eat 
them evay feather — tbds must be amended.” 

What mui^« be amended, sordid slave?” said the stranger 
Korna, turning at Once upon him with an emphasis that m^e 
him start^^^ What must be amended ? Bring hither, if thc^ 
wilt, thy new-fangled coulters, i^^ades, and harrows, alt^ the 
impAments of our fathers from the ploughshare to the mousey 
txap ; but know thou art in the land that was^iron pf old by 
the fiasm-hmied K^npions of the North, and leavi w their 
hoe|dtality at least, to show we come of what vpi mOKse noble 
and generous. I say to you beware-^while Noma looks forth 
at the measureless waters, firms the crest of Fitful Head, some^ 
thing is yet left that resembles power qf defence. If the men 
of Thule have ceased to be cbamiaons, to spre^ ike banquet 
fk themveu, the wom^ have not forgotten t^ arts that lifted 
thmn oi yofe into queens and luopheteases.” rj 

The wonm who pixmounoed singular tiiwde, was os strik- 
ing in appeairanoe ss extravigantly h&f in her ^tensions and 
jnt Iw language. ^ She mig&twdl have repment^ on the stage, 
so Ifur aa foatores» voicei and stature were oonoemed, the Bonduoa 
M Boadfoeajrf <he Btit(mjiy.,or the aage'Telleda, Aqgfa i i % or 
1 ^ hftar meA Pythonea^ who ever led to battl|^ a tribe of the 
ancient Ooths. Ber ftetoea w^ high aa4will tmogAf and 



WAYERWEY HOTELS. 


would hEve been handsome, but for the ravages dme mA the 
eSects of exposure to the severe weatber of her oonntrj^. 
and perhaps soirowf had qu^ched, in omne :degree, the firs of 
a dark-blue eye, whose hue almost approached to black, and had 
.sprinkled snow on suqh parts of her tresses as had Escaped ftom 
under her cap, and were dishevelled by fte ngoor of the storm. 
Her upper garinent, which dropped wiin water, was of ^a coarse 
dark-coloured stufi', called wadmaal, then much used in the 
Zetland Islands, jis^also in Iceland and Norway. But as she 
threw this cloak back from her shouldens, a short jadeet, of 
dark-blQe velvet, stampiid with figures, beeme visible, and the 
vest, which corresponded to it, was of a crimson colour^ and 
embroidered with tarnished silver. Her girdle was ^ted with 
silver omomeutc, cut into 'the shape of planetary signs'-^ h^ 
blue apron was embroidered with similar devices, and covered 
u petticoat of crimson cloth. Strong thick etkduring dioes^ of 
the half-dressed leather of the country, were tied with straps 
like those of the !^man buskins, over her scarlet stockui^ 
Shoowore in her belt ofl ambiguous-looking wei^pon, wjiich 
might pass for a sacrificing knife or dagger, as the imagination 
of the spectator chose to assign to the wearer tliU chara^er of a 
priestess or of a soi^ress. In her hand she held a staff, squared 
all sides, and engraved with Bunio characters and figures, 
f(Kiuigg one of those portable and perpetual calendars which 
^ere used among the ancient natives of Scandinavia, and wliich, 
to a superstitiJus eye, might have passed fbr a divining rod. 

Such were the appearance, features, an^ attire, of Noma of 
the Fitful upon whom many of the inhabitants df the 

island looked with observance, many with fear, and almost all 
with a s^rt of veneration. Less pregnaiy^ uircuamtances of 
suspioion, would, in ai^ other part of Soctlandi have exposed 
her to the investigation of those cruel inquhniom^ who were 
then often invested with the del^ated authority of the Privy 
Oounoil, for tb§ purpose of pmueenting^ torturmg, and finally 
consigmng to the flame^ those who accused of witdicraft 
or Borcety* But superstitiems of nature pass through two 
stages ere they become entirei|y obselete. eupposed to be 

pomssed of supernatural poyreta, are yuB^rated in the earlier 
stages of Bodety, AS r^on and^kne#^ increase, th^ are 
^fiist held in ^atred and honor, add are finally regard^ Us 
impostors. Soeiia&d was i^ l3te second state — fiiar of 
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wHdiuaaft TTM gwot, owl the hWred ogMort thOBe BoepecW of 
it Zotlaiul -ww aa yrt a little wodd by its^, where, 

ajiAna hrewr ud mdet daiMs, «f mueb of the aadent 
cQ|WMi6tuHi rauaiaed, as cherished the «igfaial merer 
tikm fat titew affi&ctiiig suj)ernataral tajpwledgOi pow«c ovtfir 
the ‘AifmmiK which made a foostitaeat part of the daoient 
SoaiMiiiama creed, fit least if the Mtwee of Thole admitted 
thatoae ftlma of ma^^daDS performed their feats hy th^ allimee 
witii Satan, th^ doToutty helio aed that othm dealt with sitoto 
(tf a different and less odioua dhae — ^the ancimt Dwarfs, oalM, 
in Trows, at Drows, the modem feiries, andto f^. , 

Amnng diose who Were supposed to be in league with disem- 
bodied spiiitd, this Ntana, dei^nded from and representataye of 
a femily, wMeh had long pmtendA to such gift^ was so eminent, 
that the ««"»« assigned to her, which signidps one of those mw 
slaters who weave the web of human fete, had been ronfemed in 
honour of her supernatural powers. The name by which she had 
bdbn christened was carefully CMjpealed by heradf and 

her parents : for to its discovery tjjey superstitiously apnexod 
so&e fatal oonsequenoes. In those times, the doubt only occurred 
wheUi^ her sapposed powers were acquired by lawful means. 
In our ^ys, it would have beoi questioned, whether she was an 
impostor, ot whether her imagination was so deeply imprwied 
witii the mysteries of her supposed art, that she migl^f be in 
pntfta degree t believer in her own pretensions to supematujipl 
knowledge. Certain it is, that she performt# her ^art with 
such uudoubtuiif opnfidsnoe, and such striking dignOT w iook 
and action, and evinced, at the same time, siich strength of 
language, and energy of purpose, that it would have been 
for the i^atest sceptic to have doubted the re^ty of 
her enthuriasm, though he mij^t sn^ at the ^pretensions to 
which it gave rise. 


CfflUiPTEE SIXTH. 

— .U; Vy yowrsxt, you have 
Put Om wfM vrutei* in this row, »ll»y 

TlMPEVt. 


stoih M aomewhak’tttaed 

of Noiviap otiuBTi^TBe fthe moat baTe/otod it unpoiMiiilo 
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to travdi during the extremis of iti fhiy. But «he had hardfy 
added herself eo unexpectedly to the parfy whom cbanoe had 
aaeembldd at the dwelUiig of Triptolemiia ydlowley^ vhen ^ 
tempest suddenly resumed its former Tehem^iee, and raged 
a^und the building with a fiizy which made the inautes Inaeii- 
Bible tq anything except the rial; that the old maaskui was about 
to fall above their heads. ' 

Mistress Bal^ gave vent to her fears in loud exdamattons of 
** The Lord guide us — ^this is swely the last day— what kind of 
a country of guisards imd gyre-carlboes is this t-^d yon, ye fool 
carle/’ she added, turning on her brother ‘(for all her passions 
had a toncli of acidity in them), ** to quit the bonny Meams 
land to come here, where there is naeth^ but sturdy beggmra 
and gaberlunzies^ within ane’s iiouse,<jsnd Heaven’s anger on the 
outside on’tl” ,, 

I tell you, sister Baby/’ answered the insulted agriculturisi;, 
** that all sliall be reformed and amended, — excepting,” he added, 
betwixt his teeth, the scaulding humours of an ill-natured jadd, 
that ofn add bittenie& to the very storm.” 

The old domestic and the pedlar meanwhile exhausted th^ 
selves in entreaties to Noma, of which, as they were opucbed 
in the Norse langu^e, the master of the house understood 
nothing. 

She listened to them with a haughty and unmoved air, and 
replied at length aloud, and in English'—** I will not. WhiN: if 
this house be st/ewed in ruins before morning — ^where would be 
the world’s want in the crazed projector, the niggardly 
pinch-commons, ^by which it is inhabited 1 They will needs 
come to reform ^Uand customs, let them try how they like a 
Zetland sto^ — ^You that would not perish 4his itouse !” 

The pedlar seixed on his little knapsack, began hastily to 

brace it cm his back ; th^ old maid-servant cast her doak about 
her shoulders, and both seemed to be in the //Bt of Iq^ving the 
house as feat as they could. 

Triptolemus Ti^owley, somewhat oommoved by these appea^ 
ances, asked Mordaunt, with a vmoe uduch Mtes^ with appre- 
hension, whether he thought timrs 4m any, tiiat u, so very 
^much dang^t 

• ^*I cannot teU,^’ answered the jpnth; **l have scawse ever 
ailBn sudi a storm. Noma can tea lu better than a^y «me 
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ftv aooMtii then iriwidiiwa judge of the 
liter*** • * 

^«^1; 

^ilu>u#lMilt know har»poweri $xn nai boimded withia mi^ a 
aanw i^poca. Hear me» Sl^pnliiimlt yoath of m land, 

btte of a frigidly lunurt — Dost thou quit this doOQiaa ssmi^n 
vriik tduMie wbo now faopiira $o kare it!’* 

** I do not — will not, N<^na,** replied Mordaunt ; I know 
not yoor motive for desiring me to renitv^ and I will not leave, 
up<m these daik threats, the honsoiiii which 1 hav^been kindly 
recdved in sxtdt a temp^ as this. If the owneas are imaooti^ 
tome4 to ^ur pracUoe of unlimited hospitality, 1 am the more 
obl^ed ^ them that they havw relaxed thei^ usages, and opened 
thdr doors in my behaliT” 

He is a brave lad,” said Mistress Ba1)y» whose superstitious 
feelingB bad been daunted by the threats of the supposed 
»soro^:^ and who, amidst her eager, narrow, and repining 
dispoeition, had, like all who possess ^marked diarad»r, some 
Npa^ of hi^er feeling, whicS made her sympathise with 
g^^us sqptiments, th^gh she thought it too expensive to 
enterttein them at her own cost — He is a brave lad,*’ she again 
repeated, *^and worthy of ten geese, if 1 had them to ti^il for 
him, or roast either. Ill warrant him a gentleman’s son, and 
§to furl’s blood.” * 

Hear me, young Mordaunt,” said Normq aa4 depart^hrom 
this house* fate has high views on you--you shtfl not remain 
in this hovef to*be crushed amid its worthlm ruins, with the 
rdics of its mcnre worthless inhabitants, whose life is as little to 
the wmdd af the vegetation of the house-leek, whjch now grows 
cm their thatcU^ and wh^ shall soon be carushed amongst their 
maniMUmbs.” ^ * 

— l-^I will go forth,” said Yejlowley, who, de^te of his 
bsaongf himself i^olaiiy and wisely, wm beginnkg to be 
terraed &fr the lame of the adventure; tcf the house was oU, 
ehd the WaOs rooked fonnidably to the blast 

whatgpuiposetti^ mater* ** I trust the Prince of 
the |Ki^ of the air has not yet such like power over those 
^ isede hi Qod’s hnagU, that a gooch house should abcmt 
pm heOMie a randy quean" (hmre she didnd a itoce 
gMsKte at lAie Ipythonfias) should bo^ us^^th hea ghmour, 
as if we wm sue mony dogs to crcmch at W biddi^ 

. ' V6U tjm, ‘ f 
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**1 mut only wanting,” said Triptidamoa, ashamod oCdtis 
motion, “ to look at the^ bear-braird, which must be aair laid 
wi' this tempest ; but if this h<nieBt wmnan l&e tO«l)ide wP lai, 

I thjnk it were beat to let ns a’ ait doon canny thegi^w^ till 
it's workijjg weather again? 

Honest woman!” echoed Ba%— wariock tideft-*- 
Aroint ye, ye lixnmer !” she added, addreasing Noma direotly ; 

out of an honest house, or, shame ik* me, but FU take the 
bittle* to you !” ' 

Korna oact on her a look^ of supreme ocmtempt ; then, step* 
pihg to the w ndow, seemed enga^ in deep oontmplation Of 
the heayens, while the old maid-servant, Tronda, dranrin^ dose 
to her mistress, inhered, for the sake^^pf all that waa dear to 
man or woman, ** Do not provoke Noma of Fitful Head I iTou 
have no sic woman on the mainland of Scotland — she can ride 
on one of these clouds as easily as man ever rode on a shdtie.” 

** I shall live to see her ride on the reek of a fat tar-banel,”* 
said Mistress BaV ; dad that will be a fit pacing palfirey for 
her,” ^ 

Again Noma regarded the enraged Mrs. Bal^ Ydlowley with 
a look of that unutterable scorn which her hau^ty featuree 
coul(^so well express, and moving to the window which looked 
to the jQorth-west, from which quarter the gale seemed at present 
to blow, she stood ibr some time with her arms crossed, looking 
out lipou the leaden coloured sky, obscured as it was by the thick 
drift, which, coming on in sucoessiye gusts of tmzl^t, left ever 
and anon sad and ^dreary intervals of expectation ^betwixt the 
dying and the revi^ug blast 

Noma regaled this war of the elements as ouf tc\,wb^ tbetr 
strifh was frailiar ; yet the stem serenity of her Matures in 
it a cast of awe, and at the same time of authority, ss timeabstist 
may be supposed to look upon the spirit be im stok^ and 
which, thou^ he k^ws how to subject him to^bis a|M^ bears 
stiU an aiq;>ect ^puling to flash uxA blood. Xbe itfeendanta 
stood by in different attitudes, eaqireBaive nf dudr vtdoua 
feeliipga Mordasmt, thoi^ not Indifermsi to theeidr in which 
tb$y stood, was more curious than alarmed. Be had heard of 
} lSem!$ alleged power ov^ the alemei^ and now enpeoted in 

* Vbe bectis with t|is Sootttsh boasewives Used to pwfkm % 
affiasoTihe modera hj beating neiv|y-wa«)isd lUaen cm aamoutil 

^ene for the isupiiiet Sl&d tbs beetling ntoue. 
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imoartamly of judgiiig for hmielf of ito Triptokmixa 

Tdlowliear confomulod wfaat oe^od to lie fittvbeyoad tbe 
lotuide m lih pidloeophy; aodf if tiio truth must be i^keu, 
the was gmaliy more frightened tim in* 

His meAw was not bk ^efcast eurions on the antSect ; 
but it was difBcnlt^io saj whether anger oi^fear prddomhui^ 
in ner sharp eyes and thin qompressed lipa» The pedlar and 
old Tmdai eonfidimt that tiie house would never (all while the 
redoul^;ed.Nonia was beneath its rool^ hdd themselves ready 
for a start the instant she should ijgke her departtop. 

Having looked on the sl^ for smne time in allied attitude^ 
and with |he most profound silence, Noma at once, yet with a 
slow ^vOted gesture, ^ten(^ her staff of black oak 
towards ^at part of heavens from wfilch the blast came 
^ hardest, and in the midst of its fury Wanted a Norwegian 
. invocation, still preserved in the Island of Uist, under the name 
^of the Song of the Beim>kennar, though some call it the Song 
of the Tempest. The following is a free trdhsktion, it being 
^possible to render literally many of the elliptical c^d meta- 
phorical terms of expression. pecuW to the ancient Northern 
po^; — 


1 . 

** stern eag^e of the far north-weat, 

Thou thatJ)«Btrcst in thy grasp the thunderbolt, 

Hiou whose rushing pinions stir ocean to madness 
Then the destroyer of herds, thou the scatteier or nevfiSr 
Thou the binfcer down of towers, 

Amidst the Scresin of thy rage, 

Amidst the rushing of thy onward wings, 

Though thy seream be loud as the oiy of a perishing nation, 

Though thewushhig of thy wings be like tbe roaring of tevihoueand wavea 
Yet hesr».in thise he and thy haste, 

Hear thou the voioe of the Beun^eniud^ 

^^Thiou hast met the pine trees of Droothahn, 

Their dlu^^grse& heads Ue prostrate heskte thehr uprooted stemi ; 

Thou hast mat the rider of the uoeeit, 

The taU, the|troiig the fearless rover. 

And she has etrudc to ibee the topeaU 
That iiie had not veil'd to aToymf armada: 

hsil mst tho ipwar tM hears its <xm among tlm oloiids, 
bdttle^vQAasIra tow of former da|e» 

ud tiKi eophesiime of 
XI bdihf hsspINhle 
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But thou too »bUt atoop, mood compelter ei doodst 
W1^ ihot^hesicflit the ro&t of the ^im-kernuw* 

a. 

There ere yersea ihet can stop the ftag in tiiesforeet* 

Aff and when the derk-ooloinr^d dog ie opeining on hie track ; 

There are>7ereee can make the wUd hawk panae on hie wlngt 
like the falcon that wears the hood and the Jees^ 

And who knows t)ie shrill whistle of the fowler. 

Thon who canst mock at the scream of the drowning nuurinor. 

And the crash of the ravaged forest, 

And the groan of the overwhelm'd crowds, 

l^en the church hath faUen id the moment of prayer, 

%ere are somds which thon also mnst list. 

When they are chanted by the voice of the Beim-kennar, 

, 4 ." 

** Enough of woe hast thon wrought on the ocean, 

The widows wring their hands on the heach ; 

Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the land. 

The husbandman folds his arms in despair ; 

Cease thou the waving of fjxj pinions. 

Let the pcean repose in her dark strength ; 

Cease thou the flashing of thine eye, 

Let the tliunderbolt al!^ in the armoury of Odin ; 

Be thou still at my bidding, viewless racer of the noiib'Westeni heaveiL 
Sleep thou at the voice oC Noma the Beim-kennar 1" 

We sidd that Mordaimt was naturally fond of romantic 

r tcy and romantic situation ; it is not therefore sui^vising thaS; 

listened with in&rest to the wild address thus jittered to the 
wildest wind of the compass, in a tone of such (dauntless enthu- 
siasm. But though he had heard so much of the Runic rhyme 
and of the northern spell, in the country where he had so long 
dwelt^ he was mot on this occasion so credulous aato4>di0ve that 
the tempest, which had raggd so lately, and wMoh was now he* 
ginning to dedine, was subdued before the channed Terse of 
Koma. Oertain it was, that the blast seemed passing away, 
and the apjflrdbendrd danger was already over; but it was not 
improbable thatIhiB issue had hm. for some thim ^oreseOh hf 
the Pythoness, through signs of the weath^ imperceptible to 
th<9b who had not dwelt long in the country, or bad not 
bMtowed on tito meteorological fimmmA the i^tentloii of a 
stript and dose ohsemt Of Koms^ exp&Amm he W 
dctttbt, and that w^ a Bur way to eaplsin wbat seemed laipe^ 
aatmrad in^her demeanottr. Yet^stUl the noble oonntmae^ 
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JiilfdhAdad bj didwdled &e air of 
in n toon of monaoe ao wdli as of oossmaiid^ As aidressed ^o 
neaftos of the tompest, gaire him a strong irndioation to 
w asoendeapy of tha oooolt arts Ovar ^ pofwm of 
natmn ; for, if a woman evar movM on aarth to whom'aoch 
m^horiiy orer the jaws of the nnrrersa eoijd belcmi^ Noma of 
FitM Steady judging firom bearing, figure, a^ iime, was bom to 
that high desiinj. 

The rest of the company were less slowin reoeivingomivicUon. 
To Trcmda and the yagger none was neoessary ; they had long 
believed in the foil mdient of Noma’s authoritg over the die- 
mant|, But Tr^tolemus and his sister gazed at each other 
with w^dering and alanned^looks, espeoWy when the wind 
began perceptibly to d jcline, as was remarkably Tiaible daring 
the pauses which Noma made betwixt the strophes of h^ in- 
cantation, A long silence followed the last verse, until Noma 

• resumed her chant, but with a changed and more soothing 

modulation of voice and tune. • * 

• • 

* £ag^e of thd far north-westam waian, 

Thoa hast heard the voice of the Beim-kennar, 

Thou hast closed thy wide soils at her biddi^, 

And folded them in peace by thy side. 

My blessing be on thy retir^ path ( 

When thou stoopest from tby place on high, « 

a Soft be thj^ slumbers in the caverns of the unknown ocean. 

Best till destiny shall agam awaken thee , * 

Eagle of the nc^-weet, thou hast heard the voice of the Belm-kmmar 1% 
• « 

** A pretiy sang that would be to keep tbfi com^om shaking 
in har’st,’’ wWpered the agriculturist to his sistsr ; ** we must 
speak her Ihir *Baby — she will maybe part with the secret for a 
hundred ponds Scots.” • 

‘‘An hundred foies' heads I” replied BaljJr — ‘‘bid her five 
i^oalkstitf ready^siller. I nev^ knewa witch in my life but she 
was as poor as Jcfo,” ♦ 

Noma tumad towards them as if she had guessed thdr 
ifaoui^ts; %may be ijutt she did so. She* pas^ them with a 
look of ^e most soverrign cont^npt, and walking to the table 
on which the pir^mrarions for Mrs. l^bara’s meal v^bre 
already diqKN^ die filled a small wooden firmn an 

eiattim jitdteF which contained Idand, a subai^ Sgnor made 
out of the semns part of the mlUc 3h^ broke 4 mocsd 
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tom n bftrlejNsftke, and haTing ealea mi <btmk» 
wards the ^urlkb hosta I jpve you uo tiianks/* she saidL 
fl9r my refreshment, for you hid me not vdeome^ to it; aud 
thaxdu bestowed cm a <^iui are like tiis dew oi the 

clids of Foulah, where it finds nought that ean be nrib^ed by 
its infiuences. I rgive you no thanks/’ tiro asM a«dn^ tut 
drawing from her p^et a leathern purae that seemed lar|^ and 
heavy, she added, I pay you wi^h what you wiM value more 
than ^6 gratitude of the whole inhabitants of Hialtland. Say 
not that Nema of Fitful Head hath eaten of your bread and 
dfhnk of youer cup, and left you smowing for the ohatge to 
which she hath put your house/’ ^ So saying, she laid pn the 
table a small piece qf antique grid coip, beai^ the |mde and 
half-defaced effigies'of some ancient nor^m king. 

Triptolemus and hi$ sister exclaimed against this liberality « 
with vehemence ; the first, protesting that he kept no public, * 
and the other exclaiming, Is the carline mad 9 Heard ye ever* 
of ony of the g£itle hduse of Clinkscale that gave meat fdi 
siller r’ ' 

Or for love either f ’ muttered her brother , “ l^d to that, 
tittie/’ 

V’^hat are ye whittle- whattieing about, ye gowk V* said his 
gentlS sister, who suspected the tenor of his murmurs; ^'gie 
the lady l^k her bonnie die there, and be blithe to he sae rid 
on’t-^it will be l solate-stane the mom, if not smnething 
worse/’ ^ 

The honest factor lifted the money to return It, yet could not 
help being struck Vhen he saw the impression, and his hand 
trembled as he handed it to his sister. . 

“ Yes/ saiif the Pythoness again, aa if she rood ine thoughts 
of the astonished pair, yoif have seen that cmn be{bl«^*'*4>ewa)r6 
how you use it 1 It thrives not with the sordid or the mean- 
Bouled — it was won with honourable danger, liad musf be 
pend^ with hopouS^ble liberality. The treasure which lies 
under a ocM hemih, will one day, like the hidden talent, bear 
witness agcdmit its avaricious possessors. 

^ Ybis lest obscure intimation seemed to raise the alarm and 
&e wonder of Mrs. Baby and her brother to the uttermoat 
The latter tried to stanuaer out some&iiig HQbc an imritatioii to 
KoMa to tany with tho|U all night, or at least to take tiiacu of 
the dinner,’* so he al calkd^it ; but looking at the cota^ 
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pnf, indP MmMabiniiig the l&ited eoBtoito of pot» ht 
OMtw^ the i^nae, hqied die iraald talee tome put <tf 
the “eMhk, whieh would betm the tiible ere e xma oould looee 

** litltt wA ha»—JMiiMp not hen," replied Neme-'-^u^, I 
vditore jwt Bot only of my own ^heeen^ hut I will dilmwi 
yanr tm.w«laon» faeBta.~-MordauAt,” added, ’addremhid 
yniiig Ifartonn, “the dark fit ie pa^ and your &tber hx^ 
for you tbk eroiing.” 

" Do you return in that d&eotion t”«aid Mordaunt. “ I will 
but eat a monel, and give you my aid, good mother, on the 
road. The brooim must be out, and the joumt^periloas.” * 

“ Qor araye Ue difforant/' answered the Sibyl, “ and Kotna 
needs upt mortal arm to aid her on the way. 1 am summoned 
fpr to the east, by th^ who know welf*how to smooth my 
pessage. — For thee, Biyise Snailsfoot,” die contiiiued, speaking 
to the pedkr, “sp^ thee on to Bumburgh — the Boost will 

• afford &ee a gallant harvest, and worthy the gathering in. 
Much goodly ware will ere now be aeoking *a new owner, and 

* the careful skif^ will sle^ stfll enough in the deejT haaf, and 
care not t|)pt b^ and kiet are dashing against the ^oies." 

“ Ka, na, good mother," answered Snailsfoot, “ I desire no 
uan'e Iffe for my private advantage, ahd am just grstafiil for 
the blesi^ dP Providence on my sma* trade. But dofibtless* 
•one man’wloes is another's gain ; and as these stonifi destroy a’ 
thing <»i land, it is but fair they ndd sendeu something by sen. 
Sae, taking the freedom, like yoorseU, mother, to |»itow a lump 
^ ba4«y*b1ead!^ and a draught of bland, 1 wfil^vi good day, 
and tbimk you, to this good gentleman affd lar^, and e’en go 
on my way to Yarlahof, sa you advise.” 

“Ay,” replfed the l^honess, “where the s&ugbter is, the 
eac^ ttfil be gathered j and whew the wreck is on the shore, 
tile yagger is aa btuy to purehase spoil as Ihe shark to gorge 
lipto^dead!” 

*FhiB rehake, if it was intended for niAi, (eemed above the 
ooB^rebsaaioa <ff the traveUing merchant, who, bmt upon gain, 
asaumed thaknapsacle and ellwaad, and aaked Mordauntt trith 
the ftniliaiity permitted hi a wild oomatry, whether be would 
not oomnanT alOnc with him 1 • *' 

"I wait to eat amal dinner with Mr. TeBotfhffind Mia, 



WAvmxY irovELa 


72 

aiMrared tlie youth, ^^and vQl get forward m faatfogw 
hour.” . ♦ 

^‘Xben I'M just take my piece iu my haad^” gai^ the pedhar^ 
Accordingly he muttered a benediction, and, withoathmore cera 
moaf^ helped himself to what, in Mm covetont eyes, 

appeued to be two-thirds & bread, took a hmg puQ at the 
jug of bland, seiaed^on a handfol of tine sma&dsh c^ed sUlodBi, 
which the domestic was just placing on the board, and left the 
room without farther ceremony. , 

‘*My certie,” said ftuf despoiled •Mrs. Bid^, ‘'there is the 
diapman’s drouth* and his hrmger baith, as folk say 1 If the 
la^s against vagrants be exeout^ this gate — It’s no that I wad 
shut the door against decent folk,” she said, looking to Mordaunt, 
“more especially in, such judgncent-w^ther. But 1,^ the 
goose is dished, poof thing.” 

This she spoke m a* tone of affection for the smoked goose, 
which, though it bad long been an inanimate inhabitant (ff her 
chimney, was far ^more interesting to Mrs. Baby in that state, 
than when it screamed amongst the douds. Mordaunt laughed 
and took his seat, then tum^ "to look for Noma ; but she had 
glided ftom the apartment during the discussioi). with the 
pedlar. 

“ 1 um glad she is gane, the dour oarline,” said Mm Baby, 
r “ thoi^ she has left that piece of gowd to be an everlasting 
shame to ul.” ^ t 

“Whisht, mistress, for the love of heaven!” said Tronda 
Dronsdaughter ; “wha kens where she may be t&ds moment! 
— we are no sure but she may hear us, though we cannot see 
her.” ^ 

Mm Baby cjust a startled eye around, and, instantly reoov^^ 
ing hersdi^ for she was naturally courageous as weB as vtolent, 
said, “I bade her aroint before, and I bid her aroint again, 
whether she seea me or hears me, or whether she's ower the 
cairn and awa. — And you, ye silly sumph,” sb^ said io pocw 
Yellowley, “what d& ye stt^ glowering there fort~Yoi< a 
Saunt Andrew's studout ! — you studied Jf^ and Latin humaid^ 
i^e^aa ye oa' them, and daunted wi' the ctmrers of an auld nmdie 
wifp I Say your bM oolUge grace, man, and witch or nae witch, 

* Th« obttpmaii*B dtoafo, t&t Is, the pe4ar*s is imivetbU^ ia 
SootilM, heemase these pedestriim Waden were in Hie use Of tnede^ 
vdefug only for a drink af water, when, in tut, Hiey w%re desmnia ef lba& 
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«a4 onr ^luiar «8di defy lier. Juad fat ^ Ti^e df ^ 
gsrirdfiirpim|t^diafiaev«rbeiii^Ipo^^ IviU 

gk it tomaa pqpr hodLj — tiukt is I up(»i it«t my 

isad leaeg^ It ita^ a piinis^eim;^ tffl tiuit 4ay ocuass^ a&4 
fiiat’s it in tba my ct i^eiidiii|HEullea Sagr yotor b6i| 

gmo^ man, and let as eat^and imk in the meantilinfi/* 
**Y0 had mtiokle hetter say an otnomtu to Saint Booald^ and 
fiiiw a saaepenoe ower yoor \eh shonthar, master, ** said Tronda. t 
^That ye may pi<^ it up, jbb jaud," said the implaoable 
]\0$tre88 will be or ye wiif tile wmrth it ony 

other gate.-^it down, Triptolemus, aiSi mindna the words of a 
daft • 

^ Daft ^ wise,^ relied Yell6wley, very much disconcerted, 
''she kens more than 1 would iHslf ^e kend. ^It was awfh' to 
see sic a wind &' at the voice of desh uid blood like oursells — 

azai ^en yon about the hearth^etane— 'I cannt>t but think*’ 

*' If ye cannot but think,” said Mrs. Baby, very sharply, " at 
lefuft ye can baud your tongue 1” « 

The agriculturist made no reply, but^ sateMown to their scanty 
meA, and did the honours of it with unusual heartiness to his 
new guest, the irst of the intruders who had arrived, and the 
last who left them. The sillooks speedily d/sf^peared, and the 
smoked goose, with its appendages, took wing so effectually, that 
Tronda, to whom the pc^hing of the bones bad been destin^, 
6mii the tasl^ accomplished, or nearly so, to her hand. * After 
|dinner, the host prodimed his bottle of brandy ;^t Mordaunf, 
whose general h|Bit} were as sober almost as those of l|is dither, 
laid a very light tax upon this unusual exertion hcs^tality. 

During the meal, they learned so much of yo^ Mordaunt, 
and of hk &rii«r, j^t evmi Baby resisted his wish reassume 
his wet garments, and pressed him (at the risk of an expensive 
supper b(^ add^ to the charges of th#day) to te^ with them 
ti| the mondjfg. But what Noma hiui said excited the 
youtVs Viim to reach home, nor, however kr f^e hospitality of 
Stourln^h was extmided in his behalf, did the house present 

* Tset upon it, laSToit in my wiU ; s mods of bestowing charity, to 
whidi many am paitial as wiitlis ^ good dame in the text 
f Al^ngh w Zettsndeni esriy reconciled to the zeformad adth, 
Imme anetent piaetioee of Catholic snpei^tion egrrired long among them. 
Inyary stotmy wsath«r a Usher would vow an cfwmu to Selnt Bonald, 
and a^aittad Idthsfllf of tim obUgarion 1^ thmwing a sman ineoe el me^ 
imitllw wlndowcf aiidttottnch^^ ^ * 

• • 
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mf jpartieiilar temptations to induce him to rome^ tbem 
He ^erefoxe aocej^ed tbe loon of tbe fimtor^e dotbesi premlring 
to return them, and Bond for liie own j «ad tm^ a cIbII l^ati m 
his host and Mistress Babj, the lidter of whom) huwarareffWfM 
ij the loss of her g(^, could ndt but think tfaa cost ‘^sH 
bestoyed (smee it was to be ttjpended at all) upon SO Imodsonia 
and cheerful a fouth. 


CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

• 

Sh6 ^oei no work halvSQ, yon raving ooaa%; 

Bn^folphlng those the strasglesi her wUd wamih 
Affords«the xnanners whom she hath dealt on, 

Their death at once, and aepulohre. 

OtUPLAT. 

Thekb were*ten ^^lAng Soots nules*’ betwixt Stourbui^h and 
Yarlshof ; and though tii6 pedestrian did not numb^ all Hbe 
impediments which crossed Tam o’ Shauter’s path,<^for, in a 
country where there are neither hedges nor stone. endoeures, 
tlisTe can be neithw slaps nor stiles,” — yei the number and 
nS^re of the ** mosses and waters” which he had to mm in his 
peregrlhation, were ihlly sufficient to balance the account, and to 
lender his journey as toilsome and dangerous as Tam o’ Shanter^ 
celebrated retreat from Ayr, Ndther witch tOr wariook crossed 
Mordaunt’s path, however. The length of \he*day was already 
considerable, and he arriyed safe at Tarlahof by deyen o’dk>ok 
at night All was still and dark round the mansion, md it 
was not tib he had whistled tmee or thrice %eimth Swertha’a 
window, that she relied to the signal 
At the ffirst sound, Swertha fell into an apeeable dream of a 
young yduJe*fisher, who some forfy years mm used to make 
such a dgnalbefeath the windowof hW hut; at the second, die 
waked to remeipber that Johnnie 7ea had shft sound amm^ 
^tlie froimi waves of Greenland lltia maaya year, and that 
she was Mr. Hsrtoim’a governanteatTai^^ at the thirds she 
■rose and opaimd tiiesiMow. 

** Whae is that,^il^ demanded, an h(mr of 

It is I,” said ^ youth. 
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ftrtiOBMujrettit Tbe doar*« da the latoli, and 
ttee 3 agatberiof {Nnt oa the idtohea fire, and a iqHinjc bedde 
eaa foar ain eaiidk.*' * 
**4tt«^^inuiedMoidMiiit : "hatZ'amiittolmoirhovfav 

“Jost ia fan (Hdisaiy, guda gentlemim — asldiig fi«f you, 
IClMdl Kordn^t ; y» Ire over &ra&d over ktS in your v^ks, 
yoong gentleman. 

Then the 4aih hoar hee passed, Svert)^]** 

*'Ih ^oth has it, Maivter Mordaimt/* axurvered the gorer- 
nente; ^end yonr &ther is reiy retS^nably good^nalaiTed fbr 
hitti,i»oor gentieman. 1 spoke to him twice yesteixfty without 
his qieakihg first ; and the first time he answered me as dril as 
you could de, and the neish time he bade me^Ao fdague him ; 
and then, thought I, three times were aye ogmiy, so I spake to 
hlk again for luck^s sake, and he oall^ me a chattel^ old 
defil ; but it was quite and dean in a dyil sort of way.** 

^ J^ugh, enough, Swertha,'* answered lH^ordaunt ; and now 
get up, and find me someth^g to sat, for 1 have dined but 
poorly.** 

^ Then you itaive been at the new folk’s at Stourburgh 1 for 
there Is no another house in a’ Isles bub they wad gi*|u 
ye the best shasre of tbe best they bad. Saw ye aught of Koraa 
of the Fitful Head ? She went to Stourburgh this morning, and 
retuftied to the town at night.” ^ » 

I ** Betumed ! — |hen she is here 9 How could she ta^rel three 
leagues and better in so short a time V* ^ 

** Wha kens how she travels 9** rspUed Swerthas; bit 1 heard 
her tdl the BanselUtan wi’ my ain Inga, that she intended that 
dsgr to have gone <on to Burgh Westra, to ^)6ak with Minna 
Ti^ hut fidia had seen that at Stourbgrgh (indeed she said at 
Ibyrfira, for die never calls it by the other name of Stourburgh), 
tlxjSt 9^ her back^ our towtt But gang your wajns roun^ 
ai^ have plenty supperw-ours is nae toom pantry, 

and |^t^il has a lodc^ ane, Ihou^ my master be a ttranger, and 
Id juat that in the as tiie Banselman says ” 

Kordaunt walked smmd to l^e Idteheu accordin^y, where 
SviVtibat Oare speedDy accommodated him with a jhixtiful, 
thpugh ispaahe whhdi tedemnified hun fi:>r the scanty hoa> 
« W had etpedeoeed at StourbuiidL „ 
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later than usual in leaving his bed; so that^ eontnoy te vbat 
me the c^dinaiy oeae, he found hie &tlier in the apIrWettt 
where fhey ate, and vfhioh serred them Indeed ^or every eoshiiimi 
purpose, save that of a bedchamber ^or of a Idtoben. Tk^ im, 
Reeled the father in nyite reverence, and waited unffi be dioiild 
address him. 

*^you were^absfflit yesterday, Mordhuntf" aaid his*&1^» 
Mordaunfs absence had lasted a week and more ; but he had 
often observed thi^t |iis father^iiever seemed to notice how time 
passed during the period when he was affected with his anllaa 
^ vapours.' He assented td what the elder Mr. Mertoun had said. 
And fern were at Burgh Westra, as I think continued his 
father. ^ * * <« 

Yes, sir,” replied Mordaunt. » * 

The elder Mertqpn was then silent for some time, and paced 
the floor in deep silence, with an air of sombre reflection, wli^ch 
seemed as if he were al^ut to relapse into his moody fit. ^d- 
denly turning to his pon, however, he observed, in the tone of a 
quer]^ Magniis Troil has two daughters — ^th^ must be pow 
young women ; they are thought handsome, of course t” 

“ Veiy generally, sir,** answered Mordaunt, father surprised 
to hear his father making any inquiries about the individuals of 
a£ex which he usually thought so light of, a surprise which was 
much Jiucreased by the next question, put as abnq>tly as the 
:^rmer. * * 

“ Which think you the handsomest T 

sirl” replied his son with some wnckr, but witiiout 
embarrasamentt— “I really am no judge — I never considered 
which was absolutely the handsomest. They are both vmy 
pretty young women.” • • 

<< You e\^e my qu^on, Mordaunt ; pdrhi^ I hnve some 
very particular reason &r my wish to be acquainted with your 
taste in this matter. I am not used to waste m pur* 

pose. 1 ask yoieagain, whidb of Magnus TWl's daUj^btem you 
think most handsomer 

“Really, sir,** re^flied Mordaunt — ^**but you cidy jest In 
^asldng me surii a qu^on.” ^ ^ ^ 

• Young man,” relied Mcri^un, with eyes whidi began to 
' roll and spmkle witn impatience, I ustar jest I dOtim on 
.answer to my question.** 

“ Then, upon my word, sir,^ said Mordaont it Is nol jn 
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atf pawt tafbim » Judgment betwiit the ^otmg ladiee— they 
•119 wy pMtty, hut hy no means like each other. • Minn a 
{« AAJhdtwij lyw moTB grave than her sister— —more sedotts^hitt 
term amesB either dtdIiMAKillon.” , , ,< 

« Vm,” Wf^ed his fother ; " too hai% been grardy Umought 

up, and IhM Minna, J suppose, i^easei you mosti" 

** Ko^ bSt, mlly I can give her no preference over her Bister 
Bronda, urho is as gay as a lantb in a qnring mondng — ^less 
tall than bw sister, but so lAU formed,* attd so exodlent a 

^ That she ie beet quaMed to amuse young man who has ' 
a dull bosae and a moody father^'’ said Mr. M^touxL 

Nothing ip his fiather’s ocjfiduct «luid ever surprised Mordaunt 
so much as the obstdnacy with which he seemed to pursue a 
theme so foreign to his general train of thdhght and habits of 
conversation j but he contented himself with answering once 

mofo, “that both the young ladies were highly adnj^ble, but he 

had never thought of them with the wish to do either iigustioe, 
bylanking her lower than her sietdt— that others would pro- 
bably decide bqfween them, as th^ happened to be partial to a 
grave or a gag disposition, or to a dark or to complexion ; but 
thait he oould see no exodlent quali^ in the one that was not 
batoced by something equally captivating in the other '' 

It is possiWe that even the coolness with which Mdrdaunt 
; made this explanaticMi might not have satisfiedohis father coA- 
oetning the subjeet of investigation , but Swertha at ^ m<mmt 
entered with break&t, and the jwth, notwithstMdi|g ois late 
supper, engaged in tiiatmeal willi an air which satisfied Mertoun 
that he hdd itpmtter of more grave importance than the con- 
vernation which they had jiwt bad, and that he had nothing more 
to say upon the sul||eet e:q>lanat(wy the igiswers he had 
dbeady given. He diaded his brow with Ms hand, and looked 
jonipwEedlS^ upon \iie young men as ha was busied with his 
ilotiaBig meal Ttoe was nd^er abstracticft npr a sense of 
Wog observed in any of Ms motions ; all wag frank, natural, 
sisdopeBu * 

is to<gr-to,’’ 1 anttered Mertoim to Mmsdf— ‘‘so 
so and so^inuiginatlta, so hainlsome and bo attraetive in 
ssm peniQii*' stzangei at hk ag^ and in Ms drontn* 

]Ziees,hn!^h^^ 



78 vfK^pmStx Home. 

When the breakfast ira« oTer, th« d4er H«rtQiQ% 
propooBig, as uaual, that his son, amat^ hH artiaiiw^ 
Bh(^d betake himsdf to one Waach or other of hla atiidteSi 
^aastuned his hat and staff, and desired that Hord^mt id^d 
aocompany him to the^top of the (di|^ eaUed Sammugh Bead» 
and irom thence look out upon the stat^ the OfWD» a^tattd as 
it must still be by the tempest of the preo6<iyiig day. Sloidaimt 
was at the age when young fien wilUngly exdbiuige sedentatj 
pursuits for active eicercise, and started up with ala^ty to com- 
ply with his father’s request ; and in the course of a few miBUtes 
they were#noanting tog^er the hill, which, ascending feop the 
land side in a long, steep, and^grassy slope, sinks ati^pnce from 
the summit to ^e sea in ansabnip^and tremendoqp predpioe. 

The day waS" delightful ; there was just so much motion in tha 
air as to ^turb the little dee<7 dou^ which were scatteredcn 
the horison, and by floating them occasionally over the sub| to 
chequer the landscape with that variety of light and shade which 
often gives to a bare^nd unenclosed scene, fer d^e time at least, 
a spdhies of charm approfehing to the varieties of a cultivated 
and planted oountiy. A thousand flitting hues (flight and shade 
played over the expanse of wild moor, rocks, and inlets, which, 
as they climbed higher and higher, siHfead in wide and wider 
dfrcuit around them. 

^hC’dder Mertoun often paused and lodced amand upon the 
feene, and for«ome time his son supposed that he hidted to,^ 
enjoy its beauties ; but as they ascended still h^er the lu}]» 
he remarked bis ^ortened breath and his* unwtaln and toil^ 
some step, and*became assured, with some feelings of aharmi that 
his fether's str^igth was, for the moment, exh%offted» and tibat 
he found (he ascent more toilsome and fetigulag than xmtA To 
draw close to his side, mid offm^ him in siloQMiie the imnstaime of ^ 
his am, was an act of youthM defemoe to advafesed a|Ee, as ^ 
well as of frUal Teverence ; and Mertoim aefeuad so to ^ 

recmve fer hf took in silence the advantage of tikd aid thna 
afforded him. 

It was but for two or three minutsa, however, that the fethcr 
^availed himself of his "smiVi ^ippc^ They not asemrded 
fifty yards fearthAia» tie he poised Ifordainit m^denly^ if nod 
ruddy, from him] and^aa&Tatui^Ixmflgmti^ 

'reoolle6tio&, began to mount the aodiv^ with si«fe tdng Mu 
quick steps, that ^ordaxmt, in his turn, was bUigeS to eenM 
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Hft fc&inir-Ui 

^ lie 1910 Awm from ma^^iUgbt oiiciiiiiirfin^ 

tibit he 11 X 01 xiot dread rr|ii!e he muck piiee with hk 

edeeelieiL^ Vbfie he nepoed to he the eole 6b^ of hie oare 
ixpm mx^ $ut the ooiviotioa had leidr bee& more etroziid/* 
or mim powecfrtUy upon him than hy the haetj chttrlieh* 
11000 vltb whioh Mertonn i^ected from a eon that aeeietanoe, 
wfaleh meet elderly men are willing to reemve ftom youths with 
whom they are but slightly Goontetedt as a tribute whudi it la 
alipke giaoefrd to yield and ideasing toyeoeiTe. Herto^ how* 
eirer^ did not seem to perceive the effe^ which his i^kindness 
had |frodu^ UPon his son’s feelgigs. He paused upon a sort of 
level terr^ which they had now^ttained, and addressed his 
son with aif indifferent ioQ% which seemed in some degree 
affected. «* 

« Since you have so few inducements, Mordaunt, to remain in 
the^ wild islaiids, I suppose you sometimes wish to look a little 
more abroad into the world 1” • * 

'iBy my word, sir/’ replied Mordaant, I cannot say I^ever 
have bought on such a subject.” 

** And why n9t, young man V* demanded his father ; it were 
but natural, I think, at your age. At youf age, the fair and 
varied breadth of Britain could not gratify me, much less tlA 
comnw of a sciHgirdied peat-moss.” 

have never thought of leaving Zetland, i^,” replied tho 
" Son. I am happy h^, and have friends. You yourself^ air, 

would miss me, i^ess indeed” 

Why, them wouMst not persuade me,^ said hft fath^or, some- 
what hasrily. that you stay here, ot desire to stay here^ for the 
loveofmer • • • 

^*Wlity should I not, sirT answered Jtfordaunt mildly ; 
is my duty, and I hope 1 have hitherto performed it” 

, f^^Oh# ay,^ rented Mertoun, in the same tone — "your duty 
^ it Is the &ty of the dog to Mow the groom 
ttotlMsiaim'’ 

^ And does he^ do sc^mrl” said Mordaunt! 

**Ay,^ said his mthm,tiuiuughlsbea^ “buthe&wns 

fiOy Op those wlmssressh^ o 

^ l^lisd Mordaunt^ 1 have not been louad 

4sp0|att|T^ $ 

ao mm — mf no mtav mid ifeftaan, 
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abruptly, ** ve have both done enough by each other — must 
won part. — Let thati be our comfort — our sepaxalion i^ould 
require comfort." 

" I shall be ready to obey your wishes," said Mpjjclaimt, not 
altogether displeased Itt what promised him an opportunity of 
lookihg farthtf abroad into the worlds ** I presume it will be 
your pleasure that I commence my travels with a season at the 
whale-fishing.” 

“ Whale-fishing • P replied* Mertoun ; "that were a mode 
indeed of seeing the wodd ^ but thou speakest but as thou hast 
learned. .Enough of this for the present. Tell me whero you 
had shelter from the storm yesterday ?" c ^ 

" At Stourburgh, the houoe of the new factor from Scotiand." 

"A pedantic, fantastic, visionaijr schemer," saiil Mertoun — 
" and whom saw you there f’ « 

“ His sister, sir,” replied Mordaunt, " and old Noma of «the 
Fitful Head.” 

" What ! the mistress of the potent spell," answered Mertoum 
with*' a sneer — "she whcs can change the wind by pullings her 
ourch on one side, as King Erick used to do by turning his cap 1 
I’he dame journeys far from home — ^how fares she ? Does i^e 
g^t rich by sellini; favourable winds to those who are port- 
bbundr* 

''‘I«really do not know, sir," said Mordaunti whom c^sjrtain 
fecollections pcevented from freely entermg into his father's 
humour. a 

" You think the matter too serious to be je^ced with, or per- 
haps esteem her merchandise too light to be cared after,” con- 
tinued Mertoun, in the same sarcastic tone, which was the nearest 
approach 'ne ever made to cheerfrdness ; " btit wmdder it more 
deeply. Everything m* the tmiverse is bought and sold, and 
why not wind, if the merchant can find purchasers] The earth 
is rented, from its surface down to its most centrifi mines 
the fire, and tht means of feeding it, are currently bought and 
sold ; — the wretches that sweep the boisterous ocean wifii their 
nets, pay ransom for the privilege being drowned in it 
What tide has the air to be exem;^ from the universal course 
of traffic ] All aboye the earth, under the earth, and aromsd 
Ike earth, has its price, its selleiB,**and its purchasers. In xnapt 
countries the iniests will sell you a portion of heayen-^in aO 
. ^ • Note R -Sale of Winds. 
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• « 

ocmy kiai, men are willing to bny, in exolmnge for health, wealth, 
and |teaoe of ooimenoe, a foil allowance of helL Why abould 
not Noma pumue her tiiflicr 

** I *know no jeason against it/’ replied Mordaunt ; 
*'only T wish she would part with *he commodi^ in smailer 
^uan^tioa. Yester^y she was a wholesale dealer^ whoever 
treated with her haa too good a pennyworth.’ 

** It is even so,” said ^e father, pausing on the verge of the 
wild promontory whidi they had attained, where the huge preci- 
pice sinks abmptly down on the wide and tempestuous ocean, 
** and the effects are still visible.” 

*The^aoe,of that lofty cape :w composed of the soft and crumb- 
ling stone called sand-flag, wluc^ gradually becomes decomposed, 
and yieldl^ to the actionr of the atmosphere, and is split into 
« large masses, that hang loose upon tlie verge of the precipice, 
•and, detached from it hy the fury of the tempesta, often descends 
yjrith great Any into the vexed abyss which lashes the foot of 
the rock. Numbers of these huge fragnvents lie«»trewed lieneath 
^e rocks Aom wliicb they have fallen, and amongst these 
the tide foams and rages with a fury peculiar to these latitudes, 
At the period when Mertoun and his son looked from the 
verge of the precipice, the wide sea still heaved and swelled with 
the agitation of yesterday’s storm, which had been far too 
Yolent in i^ effects on the ocean to subside speedily. Xke tide 
therefore poured on the headland with a fu^ deafening tq, the 
ear, and dmyyig to the eye, threatening instant destruction to 
whatever might - be at the time involved in its eUrrent The 
sight of Nature, in her magnificence, or in hex beauty, or in lier 
terrors, has at all times an overpowering interest, which even 
habit oanndt greatly weaken; and both father* and son sat 
themselves down on the oUff to look^ out upon that unbounded 
war of waters, which rolled in their wrath to the foot of the 
^ prosipicA. 

^ At once Mordaunt, whose ey» t^ere sharper, and probably 

his attention more alert than that Of his fathei^ started up, and 

exclaimed, God in heaven I them is a vessel in the Eoo^” 

Miwtoun looked to me north-westward, and an object was 

visible amid the Tollhig tide. “ She shows no sail,’* he observed*; 

and immediately add^ after looking lit the object through his 

e|fy*glass, She is dissoasted^ and lies a sl^ hoUt npcm the 

water*” ^ . • 

' * 

VAt A. 



82 WAVEEtEY •KOVELS. 

• 

Aud is drifting on the Somburgh Head/’ exclaimed Mar- 
dannt, stpick with hom>r, without the slightest means of 
weathering the cape !” ! 

She makes no effort/’ answered hie ^ther ; ** stts is raobehlj 
deiJerted by her crew.” < 

** And m such a day as yesterday,” reph^ Mordaunt, when 
no open boat could lire were she mannea with the best men 
ever handled an oar — all must have perished.” 

It is most probam” said hii father, with stem composure ; 
“ and one day, sooner or later, all must have perished. What 
Signifies wfiether the Fowler, whom nothing escapes, caught 
them up at one swoop from yonder shattered deck,^ar whether 
he clutched them individuallj^ as chance gave them^to his 
grasp ? What si{^ifies it ? — the d^k, the battlefield, are 
scarce more fatal to us than our table and our bed ; and we are^ 
saved from the one, merely to drag out a heartless and weari-. 
some existence, till we perish at the other. Would the hom 
were come — that hour yhich reason would teach us to wish for, 
were it xot that nature has implanted the fear of it so strongly 
within us ! You wonder at such a reflection, because life is yet 
new to you. Ere you have attained my age, ilf will be the 
famihar companion of your thoughts.” 

“Purely, sir,” replied Mordaunt, such distaste to life is not 
the ndcessary consequence of advanced age ^ 

^VTo ail who l^ve sense to estimate that which it is realfy 
worth,” said Mertoun. “ Those who, like Magnu| Troil, possess 
so much of the animal impulse about them, as io derive pleasure 
from sensual gralitflcation, may perhaps, like the animals, feel 
pleasure in mere existence.” 

Mordaunt •liked neither the doctrine nor the eiample. He 
thought a man who discharged his duties towards others as well 
as the good old XJdaller, had a better right to have the sou shine 
fair on his setting, than that which he might derive frem mere 
insensibility. Bubdio let the subject drop ; for to dispute with 
his father, had flways the effect of irritating him ; and again he 
adverted to the condition of the wreck. ^ 

JThe hulk, for it was little better, was now in {be very midst 
\Jf the current, and drifUng at a great rate towards the foot of 
the precipice, upon whom verge l^ey arere {daced, Yet it 
a ItMug while ere had a distinct view of the object which 
they had at first seen as a black epack amongst the watma, «aid 
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ftt ft nearer distance^ like a vhale^ wUoh noweoaroe shown 
its hfu^fin above the waves, now t^ws to view itft, large blaek 
side. Now, however, they could more distinctly observe the 
ftjqi^uranod the ship, for the huge swelling waves which bore 
h^mrward to the shore, heaved her alternately high u{(bn the 
surface, and then plunged her into the trough or fl^w of the 
sea. I%6 seemed a vessel of two or thF& hundred tons, fitted 
up for defence, for they could see her port-holes. She had been 
dismasted probably in the of tht^ preceding day, and lay 
water-logged on the waves, a prey^to their violence It appeared 
^oertiun, that the crew, finding themselves unabte either to direct 
^the^ve^’s course, or to Relieve her by pumping, had taken to 
their boats, and 1^ her toiler fate. All apprehensions were 
thereto^ unnecessary* so far as the imfiiediate loss of human 
lives was concerned ; and yet it was mot without a feeling of 
breathless awe that Mordaunt and his father beheld the vessel 
— ^that rare masterpiece by which human genius aspires to sur- 
mount the waves, and contend with^the windii — upon the point 
of falling a prey to them. • • 

Onwi^ she came, the large black hulk seeming larger at 
every iafhom’s length. She came nearer, until she bestrode 
the sumnnt of one tremendous billow* which rolled on with her 
unbroken, till the wave and its burden were precipitated against 
^ the rocl^ and then the triumph of the elements over tlfb work of 
human hands was at once completed. One wave, we haws said, 
made the wrecked vessel completely manifest in linr whole bulk, 
as it raised her and bore her onward against^ the fime of the 
precipice. But when that wave receded ^om the foot of the 
rock, the ship had ceased to exist ; and the retiring billow only 
bore back*a ({Uantity of beams, plft^, casks, and similar objects, 
which swqit out to the be brought in again by the 

next wftve, and again predpitat^ upon the face of the rock 
It Vas at* this moment that Mordaunt conceived he saw a 
man floating on a plank or water-caskf which, drifting away 
from the main current, seemed about to go ashore upon a 
smaQ spot pf sand, wjiere the water was shallow, and the waves 
broke more smoothly. To see the danger, and to exclaim, He 
lives, hud may yet he saved was tl^e first impulse of the feidihss 
The next*was, one rapid ^ance at the fremt 
of to predpitato himtolf — such ^seemed toe rapidity 

of his movement — ^from toe verge, and to commeaee, by ^ 
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of slight isBtires, projections, and crevices in the rode, a desoent, 
which, to a spectator, appea^d little else than an act of absolute 
insanity. 

‘‘ Stop, I command you, rash boy V* said his father ; “the 
attempt is death. Stop, and take the safer path to the left.*' 
But Mordkunt was already oompletfely engaj^ in his perilous 
enterpnse. 

“ Why should I prevent him V said his father, checking his 
anxiety with the stem and-^unfeelin^ philosophy whose principles 
he had adoptfd. ‘^Should he die now, Aill of generous and 
high feeling, e^r in the cause of humanity, happy in the 
exertion of his own conscious activity, and youthfhl styengtjb — 
should he die now, will he not escape misanthropy, and remorse, 
and age, and the coidtciousnesa of decaying powers, Both of 
body and mind 1 — I will not look upon it, however — I will not 
— I cannot behold this young light so suddenly quenched.** 

He turned from the precipice accordingly, and hastening to 
the left for more* than a .quarter of a mile, he proceeded to- 
wards a Kva, or cleft in the Tock, containing a path, called 
Erick’s Steps, neither safe, indeed, nor easy, but the only one 
by which the inhabitants of Yarishof were wont, for an^ purpose, 
to seek access to the foot Of the precipice. 

^ Buf long ere Mertoun had reached even the upper end of the 
pass, his kdv^turous and active son had accomplished Jiis more 
despeiv-te enterprise. He had been in vain turned aside fmm 
the direct line of descent, by the intervention of difiicnlties which 
he had not seen from above — his route became only more 
circuitous, but could fiot be inteirupted. More than once, large 
firagments to which he was about to entrust his weight, gave way 
before him, and*'thundered down into the tormented clbean j and 
in one or two instances, such detached pieces of rock rushed after 
him, as if to bear him headlong in their course. A courageous 
heart, a steady eye, a tenacious hand, and a firm •foot, eforied 
him through his d^pefate attempt ; and in the space of seven 
minutes, he stood at the bottom of the diff, from the verge of 




the place which he now occupied was the small projecting 
BpdiV stones, sand, and gmvel, that extended a little way into 
theses, which on right hand lashed tiie very bottom k Ihe 
pxerilpi^, and on thejelt, was scarce divided fitmi it by a 
wave-worn portion of beaeh that expended as fiat as the loot 


mt in tha rocka eiJlad Mok*a Stepa, If which MordmmVn 
fWhesr proposed to deiiceni ^ 

When the yeesel split aiul went to pieces, ail was swal- 
up* in the oq^, whi<^ had, after the first shook, been 
ee^ to fioat upon the waves, eiAepting only a few plh^ of 
wredfc, oaaha, ohee^, and the like, which a strong eddy; fbnned by 
the r^ux of the waves, had landed, or al least grounded, upon 
the shallow where Mordaunt now stood. Amongst these, his 
eager eye discovered the object that had at first engaged his 
attention, and which now, seen s| nigher dbtancp, prov^ to be 
in truth a man, and in a most precarious |tate. His arms 
* w^ etijl wrapt with a plose and convulsive* grasp round the 
plank to which he had clugg in the moment of the shock, but 
sense abd the power cf motion were fied ,^and, from the situation 
in which the plank lay, partly grounded upon the beaoh, partly 
floating in the sea, there was every chance that it might be again 
washed off shore, in which case death was inevitable. Just 
as he had made himself aware of th^ae ciroanistances, Mordaunt 
beheld a huge wave advancing, and hastened to inteipose his aid 
ere it burst, aware that the reflux might probably sweep away 
the suffdbar. 

He rushed into the surf, and fastened on the body^with the 
same tenacity, though under a different impulse, with thaWhe^e- 
with thp hound seizes his prey. The strength of retiring 
wave proved even stronger than he ha^ expected, and* it was 
not without a struggle for bis own life, as well as for that of the 
stranger, that Mordaunt resisted being swept off with the reced- 
ing ]^ow, when, though an adroit swimmer, me strength of 
the tide must eitW have dashed him against the rocks, or hur- 
ried him*oulr to sea. He stood his ground, however, and ere 
another such billow had retum|d, be drew up, upon the small 
slip of dry sand, both the body of the stranger, and the plank 
to^hich he^ntinued firmly attached. But how to save and to 
recall the means of ribbing life and strength, and how to remove 
into a place of greater safety the sufferer, Vho was incapable 
of giving ;my assis^nce towards his oto preservatSim, were 
questions which Mordaunt asked himself eagerly, bnt in vain. 

fie looked to the smnmit of the^diff on which he had Id&'his 
fiiSmr, and shouted him for his assistance ; but his eye could 
not dfstmguiah his form, and hia voi<» wa^only answered bf the 
•craam of tibys sea birds. HegazedagaufonthasufiOnrer. Adress 
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richly laced, according to the &Bhion of the times, fine linen, and 
rings upon his fingers, evii^ced he was a man of superior rank ; 
and his features show^ youth and comehness, notwithstanding 
they were pallid and disfigured. He still breathhd, but so 
feebly^ that his respiration %as almost imperceptible, and life 
seemed td keep such slight hold of his fir^e, that there was 
every reason to fear it would become altogether extinguished, 
uxiless it were speedily reinforced. To loosen the handkerchief 
from his neck, to raise bim with his face towards the breese, to 
support him with his arms, wss all that Mordaunt could do for 
his •assistance, yhilst he anxiously looked for some one who 
might lend his aid in dragging the nnfortunate to a more^e 
situation. r 

At this moment kb beheld a man Advancing slowly and 
cautiously along the bea«h. He was in hopes, at first, it was 
his father, but instantly recollected that he had not had time to 
come round by the circuitous descent, to which he must neces- 
sarily have recoiirse, and ^besides, he saw that the man who 
approached' him was shorter in f^tature. 

As he came nearer, Mordaunt was at no loss to recognise the 
pedlar whom the day before he had met with at Harfr^ and who 
was kuo^ to him before Vipon many occasions. He shouted as 
loud fcs he could, “ Bryce, hollo ! Biyce, come hither 1” But 
the merchant; int^t upon picking up some of the spoils of the < 
wreckj>'and upon dragging them out of reach of the tide, paid for 
some time little attention to his shouts. r 

When he did at length approach Mordaunt, it wfis^ot to lend 
him his aid, but to ^femonstrate with him on his rashness in 
undertaking the charitable office. ** Are you mad V* said he ; 
“you that hav^live<^i sae lang in Zetland, to risk®tbe saving of 
a drowning man t 'Wot ye not^ if you bring him to life again, he 
win be sure to do you some capital iiyury?* — Come, Master 
Mordaunt, bear a hand to what’s mair to the purpose. Hdlp me 
to get ane or twa of thd&e kists ashore before any body dse comes, 
and we shall sharo, good Ohriatians, what GM sends us, 
and be thankfuL*' * o ^ * 

Mordaunt was indeed no stranger to this inhuman superstition, 
ofrfhnt at a former period the lower orders of the Zet- 

lan4«>% and the more gsa^rtdly Copied, ^^pethaps, that it served 
as an apology for lefrus^ assistance to the tmfbrttmate viothns 
^ Kot« T. fUhiCtaace to save drowning mon. 
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oi diipwreok, while they made pluad^ of their goods. At any 
lati^ the opmion, that to save a drowning man was to run the 
risk of future injury from him^ form&l a strange oontradiotion in 
the^raraeter of these islanders ; who» hospitaUe, generous, and 
(UsuHerested, on all olha: occasions, %ere sometimes, nevertheless, 
induced by this st^rstitioit to refhse their aid in those mortal 
emergmicies, which were so common upon their rooky and stormy 
coasts. We are happy to add, that the exhortation and example 
of the proprietors have eradicated evenith^ traces of this inhuman 
belief, of which there might be sonyie obeyed withpi the memory 
of thm now alive. It is strange that the minds of men should 
'have eve^ been hardened towards those involvea in a distress to 
which they themselves were y constantly exposed ; but perhaps 
the fre^ent sight add consciousness of danger tends to 
blunt the feelings to its consequences, whether affecting ourselves 
or others. 

Bryce was remarkably tenacious of this ancient belief ; the 
more so, perhaps, that the mounting»of his pask depended less 
upon the warehouses of Lerwick#or Kirkwall, than omthe conse* 
quences of such a north-western gale as that of the day preced* 
ing ; for Krhich (being a man who, in his own way, professed 
great devotion) he seldom failed to express his grateM tj^anks to 
Heaven. It was indeed said of him, that if he had speni thg 
^same tinjje in fussisting the wrecked seamen, whiclib he* had em- 
ployed in rifling their bales and boxes, he would have •saved 
many lives, gnd lost much linen. He paid no emt of attention 
to the repeat^ entreaties of Mordaunt, although hawa^ now upon 
the same slip of sand with him. It was wrtl known to Bryce as 
a {dace on which the eddy was likely to land such spoils as the 
ocean disi^iged; and to improve the favourable moment, he 
occupied himself exclusively in seguring and appropriating what- 
ever seemed most portable, and of greatest vdue. At length 
Mordaunt saw the honest pedlar flx his views upon a strong sear 
dhest, framed of some Indian wood, well secured by brass plates, 
and seeming to be of a foreign construction* The stout lock 
resist^ all ^ryee's eff^^ to open it, until, nHth great composure, 
he iddcked from his pocket a very neat hammer and chisd, and 
begjm forcing the hinges. ^ V* 

Incemsed beyond patience at his assurance, Mordaunt caught 
up a wooden itolciher which lay near him, and laying his charge 
s^y on ^ sand« approached Bryce with a menasing gesture. 
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and exclaimed, You oold-ldooded, inhuman rascal ! either get 
up instantly and lend me your assistance to recover tbie man and 
bw him dut of danger fr^ the surf, or I will not c«fly b^t you 
to a mummy on the spot, but inform Magnus Troil of vour 
thievery, that he may have ^ou flogged till your bones are 'bare, 
and then banish you from the mainland 1” 

The lid of the chest had just sprung open as this rough addres!! 
saluted Bryce's ears, and the inside presented a tempting view of 
weanng apparel for sea and land ; shirts, plain and with lace 
ruffles, a silver compass, a sil^-hilted sword, and other valuable 
articles, which the pedlar weu knew to be such as stir in the 
trade. He was fealf-diaposed to start-up, draw the swc(rd, ^^liioh 
was a cut-and-thrust, and ** darraifn battaUe,” as Spenser says, 
rather than quit hia prize, or brook interruption. Being, though 
short, a stout square-mede personage, and not much past the 
prime of life, having besides the better weapon, he might have 
given Mordaunt more trouble than hia benevcflent knight-errantry 
deserved. < c 

Already^ as with vehemence *he repeated his injunctions that 
Bryce should forbear his plunder, and come to the assistance of 
the dying man, the pedlar retorted with a voice of defiance, 
“ Duma swear, sir ; dinna swear, air — I will endure no swearing 
in mj? presence ; and if you lay a finger on me, that am taking 
the lawful spoil of the Egyptians, I will give ye a lessor ye shall 
romeivber from this (|ay to Yule 1” 

Mordaimt would speedily have put the pedlar's oarage to the 
test, but a voice behind him suddenly said, Forbeat !” It was 
the voice of Noma of the Fitfhl Head, who, during the heat of 
their altercation, had approached them unobserved* “ Forbear ! ** 
she repeated ; and, Bryce, do thou render Mordaunt' the assist- 
ance he requires. It shall avfjl tbee more, and it is I who say 
the word, than aU that you could earn tonlay besides." 

“It is se'enteen hundred linen," said the pedkr, giving a 
tweak to one of the shirts, in that knowing maimer wi& wMeh 
matrons and jndgfes ascertain the texture of the loom ; — “ it's 
se^nteen himdred lihen, and as ^rong y an it dowlas. 
I^vertheless, mother^ your bidding is to be done ; and I would 
haV/S done Mr. Mordant's lidding too," he added, relaxing from 
note o£ defiance into the deferential widniog tone with irhich 
he cajoled his cnstc^ers, “if he hadna made use of profkne 
oaths which ,made my veiy flesh grew, and canaed me, in some 
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Bort, to Ho then took ft flask from his pocket, 

luiii approa^ed the shipwrecked man. It’s the best of brandy,’* 
he saM ; and if that doesna cure him, 1 ken nought that will” 
So saying, heHook a prfdindnaiy gulp bimself, as if to show the 
quaU^of the liquor, md was about to put it to the xnmi’s 
mouth, when, suddenly withholding hia hand, ho looked at 
You enaui4 me against all risk of evil from him, if 1 
am to render him my help t^Ye ken yoursell what folk say, 
mother.” 

For all other answer. Noma took the bottle from the pedlar's 
hand, and began to chafe the temples and throat of the ship; 
wfeok^ mum ; directing Mordaunt how to hold hi^ head, so as 
to affbm him the means of disgorging the sea<water which he 
had swalldWed during hw irom^ion, % 

• The pedlar looked on inactive for a lupment, and then said, 
To be sure there is not the same risk in helping him, now he is 
,out of the water, and lying high and dry on the beach ; and to be 
sure, the principal danger is to those wh9 first touch him ; and, to 
•be sure, it is a %%d's pity to see^ow these rings are pinching 
the puir creatp'^ swaUed fingers — they make his hand as blue 
as a partan'jK^k before boiling ” So saying, be seized one of 
the man’s/^tfdid hands, which had just, iby a tremulous motion, 
indica^^^jir the return of life, and began his charitable wdrh^ of 
ipmp*^g ^e rings, which seemed to be of some valqp. • 

/^As you love your life forbear,” said Noma, sternly, ^*pr I 
, lay that cgi you which shall spoil your iravels through the 
;^^isle8.” 

Now, for mercy’s sake, mother, say nae mair about it," said 
the pedlar, ** and 111 e’en do your pleasure in your ain way ! 1 

did feel a rh&uinatize in my b^k-spauld yestreen ; and it wad be 
ft sair thing for the like of me be debarred my quiet walk 
round the country in the way of trade — making the honest 
fmpy, find hoping myself with what Providence sends on our 
eoas^" o 

Peace, then,” smd ttie woman — Peace, as thou wouldst not 
rue it; and t^e this um on thy broad shoulders. His life is of 
value, and you will be rewarded,” 

I had muckle need,” said the pedlar, pensively looking at 
lidless chest, and theothcrmatters which strewed the sand ; ^^for 
he he$ oomed between me and as muckle spr^ch^e as wad hae 
txmde ft man of me for the ipst of my life > and now |t maun lie 
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here till the next tide sweep it a’ doon the Boost, after them tibat 
aught it yesterday morning.” * 

Fear not,” said Noiha, ** it will come to map’s use. See, 
there come carrion-crows, of scent as km as thins own*” 

She spoke truly ; for sereral of the p^ple from the h£&l 6 t of 
Yarlshof were now hastening along the beach, to have their share 
in the spoil. ThG pedlar beheld them fipproach with a deep 
groan. Ay, ay,” he said, " the folk of Yarlshof^ th^ will make 
clean wark ; they are ^end fm* that far and wide ; th^ winna 
leave the value of a rotten ratlin; and what’s waur, there isna ane 
p’ them hab mense or sense*eneugh to give thanks for the mercies 
when they ha^e gotten them. There is the auld Kanaelman, Nbil 
Konaldson, that canna walk a mile to hear the minister, %ut he 
will hirple ten if hf hears of a ^p embayed.” • 

Noma, however, se^ed to possess over him so complete an 
ascendency, that he no longer hesitated to take the man, whq 
now gave strong symptoms of reviving existence, upon his^ 
shoulders ; an(i, assisted by Mordaunt, trudged along the sea-' 
beach >>^ith his burden, without farther remonstrance. Ere 
was borne off, the stnmger pointed to the chest, and attempted 
to muttm* something, to which Noma replied, Enough. It 
shall be secured.” c 

^(fVancing towards the passage called Erick’s Steps, by which 
‘ they were to ascend the cliffs, they met the people from Yarlshof 
hastening m the opposite direction. Man and woman, as they 
passed, reverently made room for Noma, and sajpted her — not 
without an expression of fear upon some of their faces. She 
passed them a few4)ace8, and then turning back, called aloud to 
the Banxelman, who (though the practice was more common than 
legal) was attending the rest of the hamlet upomthis plundering 
expedition. ‘’Neil Eon^dson,” she said, “mark my words. 
There stands yonder a chest, from which the lid has been just 
prised ofil Look it be brought down to your own Jhouse at Yarls- 
hof, just as it now is.^ Beware of moving or touching the slightest 
article. He w^e better in his gTAve^ that so n&uch as looks at 
the contents. I speak not for nought, nor in aught will I bo 
disobeyed.” ^ * 

«“ Your pleasure shell be done, mother,” said Bonaldson* “ I 
wWs^t we will not |areaif bulk, since sic is your bidding.” 

Far behind the tim of the viUngem f<dlowed an old woman, 
talking to henself, and cursing her own docr^iitude, which kopt 



THB sau.m 91 

• # 

praring forwa^ -with all her niiglxt 
to get her ahaxe of the apoQ. 

When the^iopth^) Hordannt vaa aBt(hiiBh6d to reoogifise hia 
&tther*s fM hocuteke^per. ** How now,** he said, ** Swert^ what 
make jm eo £rom homeT # 

Just e^en daikering out to look after my auld master and>your 
honour/* ie|died Swertha, who fdt like a crimital caught in the 
manner ; for on more occasions than one, Mr. Mertoun had inti- 
mated his high disapprobation o^suoh ezQpmions as she was at 
present engaged in. 

But Mordaunt was too much engag^ with his own thoughts 
to take much ^notice of her delinquency. Have j^ou seen my 
father r he smd. 

“ And thfit I have/* replied S^ertha — “ Thp gude gentleman 
was ganging to hirsel himsell doun £rick*G|^ Steps, wl^ would 
have been the ending of him, that is in no way a cragsman. Sae 
I^e*en gat him wiled away hame — and I was just seeking you 
that you may gang after him to the hall-house, for, te my thought, 
be is far ftae weeL** • ^ 

*^My father unwell f* said Mordaunt, remembering the faint- 
ness he had ^Kdiibited at the commencement of that monung’s 
walk. • 

** Far firae wed— fer frae wed,** groaned out Swertha, wiil^ 
pi1|K)us shal^ of the head — ** white o* the gills — white the 

gills — and him to think of coming down the nva 1** ’ ^ 

Return hon^, Mordaunt,** said Koma, wlfo was listening to 
what had passed! ** I will see all that is necessary done for 
this man’s relief, and you will find him at .the Ratkcelman’s, 
when you list to inquire. You cannot help him more^than you 
already have done.” t 

Mordaunt fdt this was laue, an<L commanding Swertha to 
follow him instantly, betook himself fo the path homeward. 

^ Swertlta hobbled rductantly after her young^master in the 
same direction, until she lost sight of him ^ his entering the 
ddt olT the rock; then instantly turned about,* muttering to 
hemelf, ^'fiastp home, good sooth? — haste home, and lose 
die best dianoe of getti^ a new rokelay and owerlay that I 
have had diese ten years? by my na — It’s seldom sic rioh^ 

godsends come on our shore— no dn& the Jenny and James 
came adiore in King (Smrlie’s time.” ^ 

So saying, die maided hei; pace as welL as she could, and a 
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wiUiDif joiod maldiig amends for frail limbs, posted on wil^ 
wonderful despatch to put in for share of the spoil She 
soon reached the beach, where the BamEelman, ^stuffing his own 
pouches all the while, was exhorting the rest to part things 
fair, and be ndghbourly, and to give to the auld and^elpless a 
shai^ of what was going, which, he charitably remarked, would 
bnng a blessing on the shore, and sehd them **iaair wrecks 
ere winter/’ * 

* NoM O. Mafr wrecks ere sdnter. 


, OHAPTBa EIOHTa 

Ej was a lovely youth I guess ; 

The panther m the 'wildeness 
Was not so fair as he. 

And when he chose to sport and play, 

No dolphin ever was so gay 
Upon the tropic sea 

WORMWOBTH. 

4l> 

The light foot of Mprdaunt Mertoun was not long of bearing 
l^hxp to Yarlshof. He entered the house hastily, for what he 
lumspJf had observed that morning corresponded in some de^ee 
with the ideas which Swertha’s tale was calculated to excita 
He found his father, however, in the inner apartment, reposing 
himself after his fatigue; and his first question satisfied him 
that the good dapio practised a little imposition to get rid 
of them both. 

Where ^ is this dying man, whom yo» h&ve so wisely 
ventured your own neck to relieve 1” said fee dder Mertoun to 
fee younger. 

** Koma, sir,” replied Mordaunt, ** has taken him under her 
charge; she understands such matters.” 

“ And is quack as well as witch )” said fee dder Mertoun* 
“ Wife all my heart — it is a trouble saved. But I hasted 
nome, on Swertha’s hint, to look out fi>r lint ana bandages ; for 
speech was of broken bonea*^’ 

^ Hordaunt kept silei^ w^ knowing his &feer would not 
persevere in his inquiries upon such a ^matter, and not w^satg 
either to prqjudhSe fee old govempte, or to ex^ bis tc 
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otm of l^iose exoemm of patBsicm into vkioh he was to 
when, eoiitnii^ to hie wont, he thought proper to oormt the 
conduct of hia domestic. 

It wiu kte In the day ere old Swertha returned Sctm her 
expediti^ heartily fatigued, and bearing with her a bundle of 
some bull^ containing, it would seem, W share of the «poil. 
Mordaunt instantly s^ht her out, to dbarge her with the de- 
ceits she had practised on both his father ai^ himself ; but the 
accused matron lacked not her reply. ^ 

By her troth,** she said, she thought it was time to bid 
Mr. Mertoxm gang hame and get bandages, when she iiad seen, 
with* her ain ,twa een, Mordat^t ganging down the^diff like a 
wild-cat-^it was to be thought brpken bones would be the end, 
and lucky if’ bandages wad* do any good; — and, 1^ her troth, 
might weel tell Mordaunt his lather wss puirly, and him 
lining sae white in the gills (whilk, she wad die upon it, was 
tl^e very word she used), and it was a thing that oouldna be 
denied by man at this very moment.** ^ 

o*'But, Swertha,’* said Mordaunt, , as soon as her clamorous 
defence gave him time to speak m reply, “ how came you, that 
should have b^u busy with your housewifery and your spinning, 
to be out this morning at Erick’s Steps, im order to take all this 
unnecessary care of my father and me i — And what is in jhot 
buijjile, Swe^Jhal for I fear, Swertha, you have bejn trans- 
gressing the law, and have been out upon the wrecking systenL*’ 
** Fair fa’ you^ sonsy face, and the Messing* of Saint Eonald 
upon you 1” said ^er^a, m a tcme betwixt coaxing and jeating ; 

would you keep a puir body firae mending hersell, mnd sae 
muckle gear lying on the loose sand for the lifting ?~Hout, 
Mmster Morda*lmt*, a ship ashore is a sight to wile the minister 
out of his rery pu’fdt in the middle^ of his preaching, muckle 
mair a puir auld ignorant wife irae her rock and her tow. And 
liltle |iid 1 get fer my day’s wark — just some rags o’ cambric 
thingt, and a bit or twa of cocnse ckdth, ahd like — the strong 
and the hearty get a’ thing in this warld.” 

^‘Tes, Swert];ia,** repli^rf Mertoun, ‘^and that is rather herd, 
as you must have your smil'6 of punishment in this world and 
the next, for robM^ the poor mariners.” 

** eidknt, wha wad punish an*auld with like me for a 
wfbaen dudsf^FoUc speak mudde Mack iU of Earl Patrick ; 
but he was a fitwsod to the s^ore, and made wise lawy againidi 
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ony body helping veeeeb that were like to gang OE the bpakess.^ 
— And the mariners, I have heard Btyce Tagger say, lose 
their nght frae the ^time keel touches sand ; and, moreover^ 
they are dead and gane, poor souls — dead an^ gane^^d care 
Httle about warld's wed!th now — Nay, nae mair than the great 
Yarly and Searkings, in the Norse days, did about the treasures 
that they buried in the tombs and a^ulchres auld langsyne. 
Did I ever tell you the sang, Maist^ Mordaunt, how Olaf 
Tryguasson garrid^hide five ^Id crouns in the same grave 
with him V* 

“ No, Swertha,” said ifitordaunt, who took pleasure in torment- 
ing the cmfhing old plunderer— “ you never told pie ; but 
I tell you, that the stranger^wnom Noriia has taken down to 
the town, wQl bo well enough to-«Qorrow, to ajlk where you 
have hidden the goods that you have stolen firom the wreck.’* « 
‘‘But wha will tell him a word about it, hinniel” said 
Swertha, looking slyly up in her young master’s fisuje — “ The 
mair by token, since^l maun tell ye, that 1 have a bonny 
remnant of silk amang thedave, that will make a dainty waist- 
coat to yoursell, the first merry-making ye gang to.” 

Mordaunt could no longer forbear laughing ft the cunning 
with which the old dome proposed to bribe ofiT his evidence by 
iKi{)hrting a portion of her plunder; and, desiring her to get 
ready w^at provision she had made for dinner, h^ retume^ to 
hjs father, whom he found still sitting in the same place, and 
nearly in the same posture, in which he had le^ him. 

When their hasty and frugal meal was finii^ed, Mordaunt 
announced to hiscfather his purpose of going down to the town, 
or hamlet, to look after the shipwrecked sailor. 

The elder Mertoun assented with a nod. • * 

“ He must be ill accommodated there, sir,” added his son — a 
hint which only produced another nod of assent. “ He seemed, 
from his appearance,” pursued Mordaunt, “ tv be of ^very good 
rank — and admitting these poor people do thrir best to re^ve 
him, in his present weak state, yet” — — 

“ I know what you would say,” sa^ his intorupting 

Mm ; “ we, you think, ought to do something tcMods assistiiig 
liim. Go to him, then — if he lacks moon^, kt xuune 
sum, and he shall Imv^it; but, fim»lodgmg ^ strangBr her^ 
sad holding in^rcourse with hha, I neitber can nor wm do so^ 
^ * Thu 1 m liteiatly true. 
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I bKv\ telexed to tikis furthest extremity of the British Isles^ to 
mroid new tneoAA, and new &oes» and none snoh shali intrude 
on me either their happiness or their misdty. When you have 
known t]jg world half a score of years longer, your early firiends 
w^ hav^^ven you reason to reznemb^dhem, and to avoid new 
ones for the rest of your life. Go then — why do you stop 1 — 
rid the country of the loan — ^let me see no ond a^ut me but 
those vulgar countenances, the extent and character of whose 
petty knavery I know, and cam submit to,^a8 to an evil too 
trifling to cause irritation.” He theo^ threw his purse to his 
son, and signed to him to depart with all speed. 

hforda^t was not long before he reached the tillage. In 
the dark abode of Nell Ronaloscjp, the Raiuelman, he found 
the stranger^seated by the peat-fire, upon the wery chest which 
excited the cupidity of the devout Bjyoe Snailsfoot, the 
pedlar. The Banzebnan himself was absent, dividing, with all 
dup impartiality, the spoils of tho wrecked vessel amongst the 
natives of the community; listening to, and redressing their 
complaints of inequality ; and (if the matter in hand h^d not 
be^, fjtom begin^g to end, utterly uigust and indefensible) 
discharging th# part of a wise and prudent magistrate, in all 
the details. For at this time, and probably until a much later 
period, the lower orders of the islanders entertained an opiniln, 
ooziynon to barbarians also in the same situation, that li^atever 
was cast on their shores became their indisputable property. ^ 
Margery Bimj^ter, the worthy spouse of \he Bmizelman, 
was in the chargePof the house, and introduced Mordaimt to 
her guest, saying, with no great ceremony, This is* the young 
tacksman — ^You will maybe tell him your name, though you 
will not tell it ^ vs. If it had not b^ for his four quarters, 
it’s but little you would have said to ^ybody, sae lang as life 
lasted.*^ ** 

The 'stranger arose, and shook Mordaunt by the hand, 
obs^viig, he understo^ that he had been th% means of saving 
his life and hm chest ^^Tbe rest of the property,” he said, 
‘^is, I see, walking the jdank; for they aier as busy as the 
devil in a gale of wind.” 

^^Axkd wimt was the use of your seamanship, l^en,” aaid|^ 
you couldnwkeep off thJ Sumburgh Head I It 
mM Hm Ibeea lang m Sumbu^h Head had omie to yam” 

«(• fer a moment, go^ Margear Bimbist^ ” said 
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Mordaunt; ^*1 to have some private conversaiiop with 
this gentleman." 

“Gentleman!" said Margery, with an em|jia»i8; “not but . 
the man ie well enough to look at," ahe added, again jiurveying 
him, “but 1 doubt if there is muckle of l^e gentleman 
about him.” * 

Mordaunt looked at the stranger, &nd was of a differaot 
opinion. He was rather above the middle suce, and formed 
handsomely as wc|j[l fis strongly Mordaunt’s intercourse with 
society was not extensive ; but he thought his new acquaint- 
ance, to a bold sunburnt handsome countenance, which seemed 
to have laced various climatfs, added the fr%nk^and*open 
manners of a sailor. He ^answered cheerfully the inquiries 
which Mordaun'j made after his iK^alth , and ma&itained that 
one night's rest wqpld relieve him from all the effects of the 
disaster he had sustained. But he spoke with bitterness of ibe 
avarice and curiosity of the Ranzelman and his spouse* « 
“That chautering.old woman," said the stranger, “has per- 
secuted me the whole day.>for the name of the ship. I tUnk 
she might be contented with the share she has had of it. I 
was the principal owner of the vessel that was 9ost yonder, and 
they have left me iwthmg but my wearing apparel. Is there 
magistrate, or justice of the peace, in this •^d countiy, that 
would Ipnd a hand to help one when he is among l;he break^ )" 

,4 Mordaunt optioned Magnus Troil, the principal proprietor, 
as well as the ^^owd, or provincial judge, of ijie Strict, as the 
person from whom he was most likely to Cbtaon ledreciB ; and 
regretted that bis own youth, and his father's situation as a 
retired stranger, should put it out of their power to afford him 
the protection he required ® ’ 

“ Nay, for your p«^, you have done enough," said the sailor ; 

“ but if I had five out of the forty brave fellows that are fishes’ 
food by this time, the devil a man would loask to^o me the 
right that I couM do for myself I" 

“ Forty hahds 1" said Mordaunt ; “ you were well manned for 
the sise of the ship." , 

^ “ Not so wdl as we needed to We mounted ten guns, 

tubesides chasers ; but crane m the main had Ihimied m of 
men, and lumbc^ ns^q) with gooAi. Six of our guns were hi 
Ivallas^— Hands j if 1 had had adOtagh of hands, we would haver 
have miscarried so infemaPy. The people were knocked up wirii 
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working the pumps, and so took to their boats, and left mo 
witf the vessel, to sink or swim. But the dogs had^their pay, 
and I can affoid to pardon them — Thlf boats swamped in the 
current — were lost — and here am I.** 

Y3II had come north about thenf from the West Indietf?'* 
said Mordaunt • * 

“ Ay, ay ; the ves^ was the Good Hope df Bristol, a letter 
of marque* She had fine luck down on the Spanish main, both 
with commerce and privateeiijig, but thq lucks ended with her 
now. My name is Clement Cleveland, captain, and ^art owner, 
as I said before — I am a Bristol man bom — my father was well 
known on the Tqllsell — old Clem Cleveland of* the College 
Green. ^ 

Mordaunt had no rights to in<|^e fartheri^and yet it seemed 
to him as if his own mind was but half ^tisfied* There was 
an affectation of bluntness, a sort of defiance, in the manner of 
tTie stranger, for which circumstances afforded no occasion. 
Captain Cleveland had suffered ii^justioe^ffom the islanders, but 
fl’om Mordaunt he had only recei^jed kmdness and projection ; 
yet he seemed as if he involved the neighbourhood in the 
wrongs he cunplained of. Mordaunt looked down and was 
silent, doubtii^ whether it would be better to take his leave, 
or to proceed farther in his offers of assistance. Cleveknd 
seemed to guess at his thoughts, for he immediately ^ded, in 
a Jonciliating manner, — I am a plain man, Master Mertqjm, 
for that 1 undej^stand is your name ; and 1 am a mined man to 
boot, and thaj dees not mend one’s good manueis. But you 
have done a kind and friendly part by me, and it may bo I think 
os much of it as if 1 thanked you more. And so before I leave 
this place, I’D gwe you my fowling-piece ; she will put a hundred 
ewan-shot through a Dutchman’s capiat ei^h^ paces — she will 
carry ball too — I have hit a wild bull withui a hundred and 
fifty yards — ^but J have two pieces that are as good, or better, 
80 you may keep this for my sake.” • 

** That would be to take my share of the wreck,” answered 
Mordaunt, laughing. 

No such letter,” sold Clevdand, undoing a case which con- 
tained several guns and pistols, — “ you see I have saved mjr^ 
private arm-chest, as weUUas my dotftes — that the tall old 
woman in the ds^k rigging managed for me^. And, between 
oumelves, it is worth all 1 have lost; for,” he added^ lowering 
VOL. xm. a 
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his voice, and looking round, when I speak of being ruined b 
the hear^ of these land^harks, 1 do not mean ruined Stock 
and block. No, here la something will do morejbhan shoot sea- 
fowL” So saying, he pulled out a great ammunition-pouch 
marked Svmirshot, and i^owed Mordaunt, hastily, thal’it was 
full of Spanish pistoles and Poytagues (as the broad Portugal 
pieces were their called). ‘^No, no,” het added, with a smile, 
I have ballast enough to trim the vessel again ; and now, will 
you take the piece?” • 

** Since you are Willing to give it me,” said Mordaunt, laugh- 
ing, with all my heart, ^ I was just going to ask you, in my 
father's muAe,” he added, showing his purse, “ whether you 
wanted any of that same ballast * . • ^ 

Thanlw, but you see I am^ provid^d~take my oy acquaint- 
ance, and may she serve you as well as she has served me ; but 
you will never make'feo good a voyage with her. You can shootj 
IsupiKise?” 

** Tolerably h'cU,” said Mordaunt, admiring the piece, whi(?h 
was a beautiful Spanfsh-bairel gun, inlaid with gold, small in 
the bore, and of unusual length, such as is chiefly used for shooV 
ing sea-fowl, and for ball practice. • 

With slugs,” continued the donor, “ never gun shot closer ; 
auG|{with single boll, you may kill a seal two hundred yards at 
sea ftom the top of the highest peak of this iron-bound coast of 
yours. But 1 tell you again that the old rattler Vill neverMo 
yo& the service she has done me.” 

“ I shall not use her so dexterously, perhaps* ^d Mordaunt. 
** Umph ! — perhaps not,” replied Cleveland , out that is not 
the question. What say you to shooting the man at the wheel, 
just as we |;im aboard of a Spaniard ? So thp Pon was taken 
aback, and we laid him athwart the hawse, and carried her cutlass 
in hand ; and worth the ^hile she was — stout brigantine — £1 
Santo Francisoo— bound for Porto Bello, with gold and negroes. 
That little bit of |pd was worth twenty thousand pistoles.” 

I have shot at no such game as yet,” scdd Mordaunt 
Well, all in good time ; we cannot weigh till the tide makes. 
But you are a tight, handsome, active^roong man. What is to 
«^^ou to take a trip after some of this stuff?” laying his hand 
On the bag of gold. ^ , 

“ My father taikB <rf my traveUi^ soon,” replied Mordaunt, 
who, bom to hold rqen-of-wars-men in great resp^, felt flatteied 
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by this inTitation from one who ai^peared a thoroughbred 
fieaoiaiL 

** I reepect him for -the thought/' saM the Oaptaiif ; '' and 1 
will viftit bim»{>efore 1 weigh anohor. 1 have a coneort off these 
island^l^and be cursed to her. She'll efind me out somewhere, ^ 
though she part^ company in^the bit of a squall, unless she is 
gone to Davy Jones Hho, — Well, she was bettlbr found than we, 
and not so deep loaded — she must have weathered it Well 
have a hammock slung for ypu aboard, /tnd make a sailor and 
a man of you in the same trip.” 

“ I should like it well enough,” slid Mordaunt, wfco eagerly 
longed to see more of the world than his lonely Atuation had 
hithert(f permitted , “ but theli my father must decide.” 

“Your father? pooht”»said (^ptain Cleveland; — “but you 
are very right,” he added, checking himself ; “ Gad, I have lived 
V) long at sea, that I cannot think anylx>dy has a right to 
ihink except the captain and the master. But you are very 
nght. I will go up to the old gentleman this instant, and 

K k to him myself. He lives ^ in tfiat handsome, ^odem- 
ing buildmg, I suppose, that I see a quarter of a mile otf ?” 
“ In that old half-rumed house,” said Mordaunt, “ he docs m- 
deed live ; but he will see no visitoro.” • 

“ Then you must drive the point yourself, for I can’t 8t|^ m 
this latitude. Since your father is no magistrate^ I must»go to 
sdb this sam^ Magnus — how call you him ? — who is not justice 
of peace, but something else that will do the ton as well. 
These fellows, liMe got two or three things that I UiUst and 
will have ba<i — let them keep the rest, and.be d — d to them. 
Will you give me a letter to him, just by way of commission ?” 

“It is scarce needful,” said Mordaunt. “It is, enough that 
you are shipwrecked, and need his help ; — bqt yet I may as 
well furnish you with a letter of intr^uction.” 

“ These,” said the sailor, producing a wnting-case from his 
chest, “ are your writing-tools. — Meantime, |mce bulk has been 
broken, I will nail down the hatches, and make sure of the 
caigo,” 

While Moitlaunt, adbordingly, was engaged in writing to 
Magnus Troil a letter, setting forth the circumstances in whic^ 
Captain Cleveland had thrown* upon their coast, the 
Captain, having first selected and laid aside some wearing 
appm-el and aooesaaries enough to fill a kAapsa(fic, tock in hand 
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hammer and nails, employed himself in seciiring the lid his 
sea-chest, by fastening it down in a workman-like manner^ and 
then added the corroborating security of a ca^d, twisted and 
knotted with nautical dextenty. “ I leave this in your^harge/’ 
he said, all except this/*’ showing the bag of gold, ** and these,” 
pointing to a cutlass and pistols^ which may prevent all farther 
nsk of my parting company with my Poftagues?’ 

“You will find no occasion for weapons in this country, Cap- 
tain Cleveland,” replied Mordannt ; “ a child might travel with 
a purse of gold from Sumburgh Head to the Scaw of Unst, and 
no soul would injure him.” 

“ And thftt’s pretty boldly sai^, young gentleman, ccpsideKng 
what is gomg on without doo^ at this moment.” 

“Oh,” replied Mordaimt, little '^jOnfused, “wh#?t comes on 
land with the tidc,^ they reckon their lawful property 
would think they had studied under Sir Arthegsd, who pi;o- 
nounces — 

‘ For w.mal nght in equal tbuigfl doth stand, 

And what the mighty sea hath once possess’d, 

^ And plucked quite from all possessors’ hands, 

Or else by wrecks that wretches have distress’d, 

He may dispose, by his resistless might, ^ 

As things Pi random left, to whom he hst.’ ” * 

shall think the better of plays and ballads as long as I 
live, for ^thebc very words,” said Captain Clevelaipi , “ and yet 
f l»ave loved them well enough in my day. But this is good 
doctrine, and more men than one may tnm the^ sails to such a 
breeze. What the sea sends is ours, that’s sute enough. How- 
ever, in case that your good folks should think the land as well 
as the sea may present them with waiffs and strays, I wiU make 
bold to take my cutlass and pistols — Will you dtuse my chest 
to be secured in your owi^^house till you hear fixim me, and use 
your influence to procure me a guide to show me the way, and 
to carry my kit ?” *> 

“ Will you go by sea or land I” said Mordaunt, in reply. 

‘‘ By sea !" faclaimed Gevdani “What — in one of these 
cockle^ells, and a cracked cockleshell to boot? ^ No, no — ^land, 
land, unless I knew my crew, my vessel, and my voyage.” 

They parted accordingly, Captain Gevdand bdng supplied 
with a guide to conduct him to Burgh Westra, and his chest 
batog carefully r^pdoved to the mansiomhouse at Ifarlsiu^ 

• * [SlMiAei's Fagrit Qutatu, Book Iv. Oanto vL1 
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. CHAPTER NINTH. 

• 

Tl^ is A gentle trader^ and a prudent. 

He’s iK> Autolycns, to blear yofr eye 
With quips of worldly«gauds and gamesomeueis ; 
But^e^n^all his ghttanng merchandufe 
With wholesome doctnnes suited to the use. 

As men sauce goose with sage and rosemary. 

• • • , Old Plat. 

On the Bubsequent morning, Mordaun% in answer to Bis father’s 
inqfiiriefl^ began to give him some account of the^hipwrecked 
mariner, whom he had rescued* from the waves. But he had not 
proceeded itr in recapitulating tlfe particulafii which Cleveland 
jjad communicated, when Mr. Mertoun’s looks became disturbed 
—he arose hastily, and, after pacing twice or thrice across the 
room, he retired into the inner chamber to which he usually con- 
fined himself while under the influence ^of his mental malady. 

the evening he ro-appeared, without any traces of Jiis dis- 
order, but it may be easily supposed that his son avoided re- 
curring to thetsubject which h^ affected him. 

Mordaunt Mertoun was thus left without assistance, to form 
at his leisure his own opinion respecting the new acquaintince 
which the sea had sent him , and, upon the whole, he^wa^him- 
seff surprised to find the result less favourable to the straimer 
than he could -sjell account for. There seemdd to Mordaunt to 
be a sort of rqpelkng influence about the man. Trtte, Se was a 
handsome man, of a frank and prepossessing manner, but there 
was an assumption of superiority about him which Mordaunt did 
not quite so mush like. Although he was so keen«a sportsman 
as to be delighted with his acquisition of the Spanish-barrelled 
gun, and accordingly mounted and ^sraountAi it with great 
interest, flaying dbhe utmost attention to the most minute parts 
ab6ut the lock and ornaments, yet he was, lipon the whole, in- 
clined to have some scruples about the mode in which he had 
acquired it. 

I should not have aScepted it,” he thought ; perhaps Cap- 
tain Clevelaad might give it me as a sort of payment for th%N 
trifling service 1 did him ; ^and yet it nfbuld have been churlish 
to ref^ it in the way it was offered. I wish he had looked 
more like a man whom one would have choien to be obliged tou” 



102 


waverlev novels. 


But a successOil day’s shooting recondled him to his gu{i, and 
he became assured, like most young sportsmen in similar ciroom* 
stances, that all other^ pieces were but pop-guui in comparison. 
But then, to be doomed to shoot gulls and s^ls when t^pre w&re 
Frenchmen and Spaniards to be come at — when there were ships 
to be boarded, and steersmen to be marked off, seemed but a 
dull and conterfiptible destiny. His fkilier h^ mentioned his 
leaving these islands, and no other mode of occupation occurred 
to his inexperience, saj^e that of^the sea, with which he had been 
conversant from his infai^^. His ambition had formerly aimed 
no higher than at sharing’ the fatigues and dangers of a Green- 
land fishinl' expedition ; for it was in that scene tha( the 'Zet- 
landers laid most of their |:|priloiis adventures. But war was 
again raging, the^^iistoiy of Sir Francis Drake, CapttUn Morgan, 
and other bold adve/iturers, an account of whose exploits he 
purchased from Bryce Snailsfoot, had made much impression on 
his mind, and the offer of Captain Cleveland to take him to sea 
frequently rectfrred to^him, although the pleasure of such a pro- 
ject was somewhat damped by a doubt, whether, m the lorg 
run, he should not find many objections to his proposed com- 
mander. Thus much he alre^y saw, that he wla opinionative, 
and might probably prove arbitrary , and that, since even kmd- 
neth was mingled with an assumption of superiority, his occa- 
sional displeasure might contain a great deal moi;e of that flis- 
agreeable ingredient than could be (datable to those who sailed 
under him. And yet, after counting all risks, ^uld his father’s 
consent but be obtained, with what pleasure, *he thought, would 
he embark in quest of new scenes mid strange adventures, in 
which ho proposed to himself to achieve such deeds as should 
be the thene of many a tale to the lovely waters of Burgh 
Westra — stales at which l^inna should weep amd Brenda should 
smile, and both should marvel ! And this was to be the re* 
ward of his labours and his dangers ; for the kearth oT Magnus 
Troil had a magnetic influence over his thoughts, and however 
they might traverse amid his day-dreams, it was the point where 
they finally settled. 

♦ There were times when Mordaunt thought ci mentioning to 
^chis father the eonTersatioii he had hdd with Captain Clevelmid, 
and the seaman’s pro^ibBal to hinr; but the very short and 
general account which he had given of that person’s history, 
upon the morning after his departure from hamlet, bad 
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dno%i a idnister effect on Mr. Mertoun'e mind, and diacouraged 
him from speaking farther on any suUect connected with it 
It would be tiftie enough, he thought, to^ention Captain Cleve- 
land's ^^toposftl vrhen his consort should arrive, and when he 
should repeat his offer in a more fornfld maimer ; and these^be 
supposed eventf likelj veiy soon to happen. • 

But days grew to weeks, and we^ wefe numbered into 
months, and he heard nothing from Cleveland ; and only learned 
by an occasional visit from Bfyce Snailsfqpt, that the Captain 
was residing at Burgh Westra as on&of the family. ^Mordaunt 
was somewhat surprised at this, although the unlimited hosph 
tafity ofthe islands, which Mggnus-Troil, both from fortune and 
disposition, carried to the ufmost^xtent, made it almost a matter 
of course mat he should femain in the famih^ until he disposed 
rf)f himself otherwise. Still it seemed st^^nge he had not gone 
to some of the northern isles to inquire after his consort ; or 
that he did not rather choose to make Lerwick his residence, 
where fishing vessels often brought nejjrs frorfl the coasts and 
ports of Scotland and Holland, •^gain, why did he aot send 
for the chest he had deposited at Yarlshof 1 and still farther, 
Mordaunt thought it would have been but polite if the stranger 
had sent him some sort of message in tolmn of remembrance. 

These subjects of reflection were connected with anothe# still 
n^cire unpleasant, and more difficult to account for. •Urftil the 
arrival of this person, scarce a week had passed without bringing 
him some kind greeting or token of recollection from Burgh 
Westra ; and* pfrtences were scarce ever wanting for maintain- 
ing a constant intercourse. Minna wanted the woriis of a Norse 
ballad ; or desired to have, for her various collections, feathers, 
or eggs, or sliellfi, or specimens of the rarer sear weeds j or Brenda 
sent a riddle to be resolved, or a ^ng to be learned ; or the 
honest old Udaller — in a rude manuscript, which might have 
Pjassed fbr an ancient Bunic inscription — sent his hearty greet- 
ings to his good young firiend, with a pi^sent of something 
to make good cheer, and an earnest request he* would come to 
Burgh Westrik as soox^ and stay there arf long, as possible. 
These kindly tokens of remembramce were often sent by specud 
message ; b^des which, there was nejer a passenger or a tiSr 
vdler who <ao8sed from riie one mansion to the other who did 
not bi^ to Mordaunt some friaidly greeting from the Udaller 
and his Of late, this intercouiBe had become more and 
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more infrequent; and no messenger £rom Burgh Westra had 
visited Yarlfthof for several weeks. Mordaunt both ohs^ved 
and felt this alteratioi^ and it dwelt on his ^ind while he 
questioned Bryce as closdy as pride and prudence would jpermit, 
to •^ascertain, if possible/i the cause of the change, ^et he 
endeavoured to assume an indifferent air while he asked the 
yagger whether there were no news in th€f*country. 

‘‘ Great news,'* the yagger replied ; “ and a gey mony of them. 
That crackbrained carl^, the nev» factor, is for making a change 
in the hitmars and the Itspunds , * and our worthy Fowd, Mag- 
nus Trod,* has sworn that, sooner than change them for the 
still-yard or ftught else, he'll fling Factor Yellowley from Bratea 
Craig," ^ ‘ 

Is that all 1" ^d Mordaunt, very little interested. 

** All ! and eneugh^ I think," replied the pedlar. How are^ 
folks to buy and sell if the weights are changed on them V' 
‘‘Very true," replied Mordaunt ; “ but have you heard of no 
strange vessels oea the coast ?" 

Dutch doggers off JBrassa; and, as I hear, a high? 
quartered galliot thing, with a gaff mainsail, lying in Scalloway 
Bay. She will be from Norway." ^ 

“ No ships of war or sloops ?" 

‘‘SV^one,” replied the pedlar, since the Kite Tender sailed 
with the impress men. If it was His will, and our men were 
out of her, I wish the deep sea had her I" 

Were there n'o news at Burgh Westra? — Were the family 
all well?" • „ 

** A' weel, and weel to do — out-taken, it may be, something 
ower muckle dafliug and laughing — dancmg ilk night, they say, 
wi’ the stranger captain that's living there-«-l^ that was 
ashore on Sumburgh Head the tother day^ — ^less daffing served 
him then." ^ 

Daffing 1 dancmg every night I" said Mordaunt, not parti- 
cularly weU satisfl^ — Whom does Captain develand dance 
with?" • 

“ Ony body he likes, I fancy," said the yagger^ “ at onyrate, 
be gnrs'a' bo^ yonder dance after his Addle. But 1 ken little 
^ut it, for I am no free in conscience to look upon thae fling- 
ix^ fancies. Folk shoufil mind tbairlife is made but of rotten 
yam." 

* Th^ ar« weights of Norwegian origin, still used in Zetlaad. 
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Ifixicj that it is to keep them in mind of that wholesome 
truth that you deal in such tender wares, Bryce,” replied Mor- 
daunt, dissatisfied as well with the tenoi* of the reply as with 
the somples of the respondent. 

** ThaTs as muckle as to say, that 1 Aid hae minded you wgEs 
a flinger and a fiddler yoursell, Maister Mordaunt ; hut Pam an 
auld man, and maun dhburden my conscience. * But ye will bo 
for the dance, 1 sail warrant, that’s to be at Burgh Westra on 
John’s Even {SoAint John’s, aa the blinded preatures ca’ him), 
and nae doubt ye will be for some vraridly braws — hose, waist- 
coats, or sic like] I hae pieces frae Flanders” — Witt that he 
placM hia movable warehouse ^ n the table, and began to un- 
lock it. • ^ 

“ Dance It repeated Mordaunt — Dance on^t. John’s Even? 
-jWere you desired to bid me to it, Biyce?” 

« Na — but ye ken weel eneugh ye wad be welcome, bidden 
or^no bidden. This captain — ^how-ca’-ye-him — is to be skudler, 
as they ca’t — the first of the gang, like.” ^ • 

The devil take him 1” said Moriktunt in impatient sunrise. 
'* A! in gude time,” replied the yagger , ** hurry no man’s 
cattle — the dei41 will hae his due, I warrant ye, or it winna be 
for lack of seeking. But it’s true I’m telling you, for a' ye store 
like a wild cat ; and this same Captain — 1 wat-na-his-name^ 
bou|^t one the very waistcoats that I am ganging jo show 
ye — purple, wi* a gowd binding, and bonnily broidered ; andJE 
have a piece for^you, the neighbour of it, wi’ a green gnind; 
and if ye meansto %treek yoursell up beside him, ye ton in e’en 
buy it, for it’s gowd that glances in the lasses’ een now-ardays. 
See — look till’t,” he added, displaying the pattern in various 
points of view J “4ook till %t through the light, and till the light 
through it — wi* the grain, and agcmist Jhe grain — ^it shows ony 
gate — cam frae Antwerp a* the gate — four dollars is the price , 
and yon eaptain ^aa sae weel pleased that he fiang down a 
twenty shilling Jacobus, and bade me keep the change and be 
d — d ! — poor silly profane cr^iture, I pity him.” ’ 

Without inquiring whether the pedlar bestowed his^eom- 
passion on the worldly im^rudenoe or the religious defidenoies 
of Captain develan^ Mordaunt turned from him, folded his 
arms, and paced the apartment, muttemg to himself, ” Not 
asked — ^A stranger to be king of the feast !”— J^ords which he 
repeated so earnestly, Biyce caught a part of their.impora 
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As for asking, I am almaist baold to say, that ye \|i]l bo 
asked, Maister Mordajput.” 

IMd they mention my name, then ?'' said Mordatint. 

^ I canua preceesely say that,” said Bryce Sflailsfo^ ; " but 
ye needna turn away /our head sae sourly, like a sealgh when 
he leayes the sljore ; for, do y<ta see, I ^eard distinctly that a' 
the revellers about are to be there ; and is't to be thought they 
would leave out you, an auld kend freend, and the lightest foot 
at sic frolics ( Heaves send yo&«a better praise in His ain gude 
time I) that ever flang at a fiddle-squeak between this and Unst i 
Sae I consider ye altogether the same as invited — and ye had 
best provide yourself wi* a waistcoat, for brave and ^ brisk* will 
every man be that’s there — tfie Lord pity them !” 

He thus contihued to follow with his green glalen eyes the 
motions of young Mordaunt Mertoun, who was pacing the rocpi 
in a very pensive manner, which the yagger probably misinter- 
preted, as he thought, like Claudio, that if a man is sad, it mpst 
needs lie because he lacks money. Bryce, therefore, after another 
pause? thus accosted him. Ye needna be sad about the matter, 
Maiater Mordaunt ; for although I got the just price of the article 
from the captain-man, yet I maim deal freendly wi’ you, as a 
k^d freend and cfistomer, and bring the price, as they say, 
wfthin your purse-mouth — or it’s the same to me to let it lie 
owel* till Martinmas, or e’en to Candlemas. I aip decent ii^ the 
world, Maister Mordaunt — forbid that I should hurry ony body, 
far m^r & freend that has paid me siller aforc^ now. Or 1 w^ 
be content to swap the garment for the valiiS im feathers or sea- 
otters* skins, or ony kind of peltrie — nane kens better than your- 
sell how to come by sic ware — and I am sure I hae furnished 
you wi’ thtf primest o’ powder. I dinna ken if T toll’d ye it was 
out o’ the kist of Captaip Plunket, that perished on the Soaw of 
Unst, wi* the armed brig Mary, sax years ^ne. He was a prime 
fowler himself, and luck it was that the ki^ came tLshore dry. 
I sell that to nafie but gude marksmen. And so, 1 was saying, 
if ye had ony wares ye liked to coup* for the waistcoat, I w^ 
be ready to truck wi’ you, for asraijdly ye will be wanted at 
Burgh Westra on Saint John’s Even ; and ye wadna like to look 
waur than the — that wsdna be setting.” 

I will be there, at least, whether wanted or not,” said Mor- 
daunt, stopping«short in his walk, and taking the waistcoat-pieor 
• • • Bartsr, 
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hastily out of the pedlar’s hand ; ** aud, as you say, will uot dis* 
grace them.” # 

‘^Haud a cale — ^haud a care, Maister^Mordaunt,” exclaimed 
the pe(%r ; yh handle it as it were a bale of coarse wadmaal— 
ye*U fray’t to bits — ^ye might weel aayiny ware la tender — ^and 
ye’ll mind the price is four dollars — I put ye in my book 
for it r 

“ No,” said Mordaunt, hastily ; and, taking out his purse, he 
flung down the money. • • * # 

Grace to ye to wear the garment^’ said the joyops pedlar, 
and to me to guide the siller ; and protect us ^om 6arth];y 
vanities earthly covetousness ; and send you the white linen 
raiment, whilk is mair to tie dssired than the muslins, and 
cambrics, alftd lawns, and ifflks of this world ;'and send me the 
(Clients which avail more than much fine Spanish gold, or Dutch 
diillars either — and — but God guide the cdlant, what for is he 
wrapping the silk up that gate, like a wisp of by 
At this moment, old Swertha, the housekeeper, entered, to 
whom, as if eager to get rid of the subject, Mordaunt thaew his 
purchase, with something bke careless disdain ; and, telling her 
to put it asidS, snatched his gun, which stood in the comer, 
threw his shooting accoutrements abouf him, and, witlmut 
noticing Bryce’s attempt to enter into conversation upon ^he 
** Igaw sealskio, as saft as doe-leather,” which made the slin^ and 
cover of his fowling-piece, he left the apartment abruptly. • 
The yagger, with those green, goggling, and g|un descrymg 
kind of optics, whiSh we have already described, contanucd gazing 
for an instant after the customer, who treated his wares with 
such irreverence. 

Swertha also Idoked after him with some surprise. • “ The cal- 
lanfs in a creel,” quoth she, • « 

“ In a creel !” echoed the pedlar ; “ he will be as wowf as ever 
hif father Vas. To guide in that gate a bargain that cost him 
four dollars ! — very, very Fifish, as the easMtountry fisher-folk 
say.” 

“ Four dollar^ for that j^reeu rag !” said Swertha, catching at 
the words which the yagger had unwarily suflered to escape — 
** that was a bargain indeed ! I wondw i^ether he is the greater 
fule, Cft you Uie mair rogue, Siyoe Snailsn^.” 

1 didna say it cost him preceesely four dollars,” said Snails- 
foot ; *^but if It had, the lad's sfileFs his ain« I hope ; and he Is 
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auld eneugh to make his ain bargaiiifi. Mair by token the gades 
are weel worth the money, and mair.” 

Mair by token,” sftid Swertha, coolly, ‘‘ I see what his 
father thinks about it.” • ^ 

* ** Ye’ll no be sae ill naUbred, Mistress Swertha,” said the yagger; 
‘‘ that Vill be but catild thanks ^or the bonny owerlay that I hae 
brought you a’ the way frae Lerwick.” * 

And a bonny price ye'll be setting on’t,” said Swertha ; for 
that’s the gate yom good deeds^and ” 

Ye sail hae the of the price yoursell ; or it may lie 
ower till ye’re buying something for the house, or for your maa 
ter, and it can make a’ ae count.” 

Troth and that’s true, Bi^ce Sriailsfoot; I am thinking we’ll 
want some napery sune — for it’s noHo be thought tre can spin, 
and the like, as if tljere was a mistress in the house ; and sae 
make none at harae.” ^ 

** And that’s what I ca’ walking by the word,” said the yagg^r. 
Go unto thoSe that J)uy and sell there’s muckle profit m that 
text.” • • * 

There’s a pleasure in dealing with a discreet man, that can 
make profit of ouy thing,” said Swertha ; ‘‘ and ifow that I take 
another look at ^at»daft callant’s waistcoat-piece, I think it 
holestly worth four dollars.’* 


CHAPTER TENTH. 

« • 

I hare possessed the regnlatioii of the weather and the distribution of the 
seasons. The sun has lifbeoed to my dictates, and passed from tropic 
to tropic by my direction ; the clouds, at my command, have poured 
forth ^eir waters * RiAsiCLAJL 

t 

Any sudden dhuse for anxious and mortifying reflection, which, 
in advanced age,‘ occasions sullen and pensive inactivity, stimu- 
""lates youth to eager and active exertioS ; as if, liice the hurt deer, 
• they endeavoured to drown the pain of the shaft by the rapidity 
of motion. When Mc^unt caugbt up his gun, and rush^ out 
of the house of Xarlsbof, he walked on with great activity over 
waste aud wdd^ without any determined purpose, except that of 
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esoaping, if poaaible, from the smart of his own imtation. His 
pride was effectually mortified by the rep<)rt of the yagger, which 
coincided escact^ with some doubts he had been led to eutertaiu, 
by theiong anH unkind silence of his friends at Bmgh Westra. 

If the fortunes of Csesar had doomed nim, as the poet 6\]iggests, 
to have been ^ * « 

“ But the boat wrestler on the green," 

it is nevertheless to be presumed, that a fcal from a rival, in that 
rustic exercise, would have mortified* him as much as a defeat 
from a competitor, when he was struggling for th^ empeiy of 
the worl^ And even so Mo^aunt Mertoun, degraded in his 
own eyes from the height wliich he liad occupied as the chief 
amongst thb youth of the* island, felt vexed^and irritated, os 
^ell as humbled The two beautiful sistem, also, whose smiles 
all were so desirous of acquiring, with whom he had lived on 
terms of such familiar affection, that, with the same ease and 
innocence, there was unconsciously mixed a sSade of deeper 
though undefined tenderness than characterises fraternal 4ove — 
they also seemed to have forgotten him. He could not be 
ignorant, that,^ the universal opinion of all Dunrossuess, nay, 
of the whole Mainland, he might have had %very chance of bmng 
the favoured lover of either ; and now at once, and without any 
fail^ire on hisjiart, he was become so little to them, tha^t he* had 
lost even the consequence of an ordinary acquaintance. The old 
Udaller, too, whpse hearty and sincere character should have 
made him morsvcofistant in his friendships, seemed lo have been 
as fickle an bis daughters, and poor Mo^aunt had at once lost 
the smiles of the fair, and the favour of the powerful. These 
were uncomfortable reflections, and he doubled his p&ee, that he 
might outstrip them if possiblk « » 

Without exactly reflecting upon the route which he pursued, 
M^rdaunt talked* briskly on through a countiy where neither 
hedge, wall, nor enclosure of any kind, interruj^ the steps of the 
wanderer, until he reached a very solitary spot, where, embosomed 
among steep hea^by hills, which sunk suddenly down on the verge 
of the water, lay one of those small fresh^ water lakes which are 
oommon in tbe Zetland isles, whose ou%ts form the sources of ^ 
the small brooks and rivuleti by which the country is watered, 
and serve to drive the little mOls whicli manufacture their 
grain. * * 
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It was a mild summer day ; the beams of the sua, as is uot 
uucommc^ in Zetland, were moderated and shaded by a i^veiy 
haze, which filled the Amosphere, and, destroymf the strong con- 
trast of light and shade, gave even to noon the sober liv^ of the 
evening twilight The little lake, not three-quarters of n mile in 
circuit,* lay in profound quiet ; ks surface undimpled, save when 
one of the numerous waterfowl, which*glided on its surface, 
dived for an instant under it The depth of the water gave 
the whole that cej^ulaan tmt of. bluish green, which occasioned 
its being j[^ed the Green Loch ; and at present, it formed so 
perfect a n^or to the bleak hills by which it was surrounded, 
and which lay redacted in its j)OBom, that it was ij^cuh; to 
distinguish the water from^the land; nay, in the shadowy 
uncertainty occasioned by the thin haze, a stranger«could scarce 
have been sensible, that a sheet of water lay before him. A 
scene of more complete solitude, having all its peculiariti^ 
heightened by the extreme serenity of the weather, the quiet 
grey composecP tone qf the atmosphere, and the perfect silence 
of the elements, could hairfly be imagmed. The very aquatic 
birds, who frequented the spot in great numbers, forbore their 
usual dight and screams, and floated in profound tranquillity 
upon the silent water. 

•Without taking any determined aim — without having any 
det€!rmijped purpose — almost without thinking what he was 
ai>out, Mordaunt presented his fowling-piece, and fired acrosl the 
l^e. The large swan-shot dimpled its surface like a partial 
shower of hail — the hills took up the noise of tl^^ report, and re- 
peated it again, tuid again, and again, to all their echoes ; the 
water-fowl took to wing m eddying and confused wheel, answer- 
ing the echoes with a thousand varying screams, &om the deep 
note of the swabie, or iw’artback, to the querulous cry of the 
tirracke and kittiewake. 

Mordaunt looked for a moment on the damorous «rQwd with 
a feeling of resentment, which he felt disposed at the moment 
to apply to a& nature, and all her objects, animate or inanimate, 
however httle concerned with the cause of his mternal mortifi- 
^cation. * 

Ay, ay,*' he wid, “ wheel, dive, scream, and clamour as you 
urill, and all because ^ou have seen a stra^ sight, and heard 
m unusual souud. There is many a one like you in this round 
world. » But you, at least, shall learn,** he add^ as he reloaded 
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his guu, that stmuge sights and strange aouuds, ay, mid strange 
acquaintances to boot, have Bometimes a little shade of danger 
connected with ^em. — But why should I* wreak my oA^n vexa- 
tion on these harmless sea-gulls he subjoined, after a moment’s 
pause ; '^ey have nothing to do with tke friends that have fot- 
gotten me. — I loved them all so.well — -and to be so sooif given 
up for the first strangei^whom chance threw on*the coast I” 

As he stood resting upon his gun, and abandoning his mind 
to the course of these unpleasant reflectjioDB, his meditations 
were unexpectedly interrupt^ by some one touching his shoulder. 
He looked around, and saw Norna of ihe Fitful Head, 'wrapped 
in her di^k and ample mantle. She had seen hid! from the 
brow of tlfe hill, and had descended to the lake, through a small 
ravine whiclg concealed her^ until she came with noiseless step 
BO close to him that he turned round at her touch. 

*Mordaunt Mertoun was by nature neitlier timorous nor credu- 
lous, and a course of reading more extensive than usual had, in 
some degree, fortified his mind against the attacks of supersti- 
tion; but he would have been an igjtual* prodigy, if, livyig in 
Zetland in the end of the seventeenth century, he had possessed 
the philosophy «rhich did not exist in Scotland generally until 
at least two generations later. He doubW in his own mind 
the extent, nay, the very existence, of Noma’s supernatulal 
attributes, which was a high flight of incredulity in the ^country 
whefe they wel^e universally received ; but still his increduli^ 
went no farther than doubts. She was unquestjonj^-bly an 
extraordmary wgiSan, gifted with an energy above others, acting 
upon motives peculiar to herself, and apparently independent of 
mere earthly considerations. Impressed with these ideas, which 
he had imbibed his youth, it was not without •something 
like alam that he beheld this mysterious femaW standing on a 
sudden so close beside him, and looking upon him with such 
sad sewe eyes^ as those with which the Fatal Virgins, who, 
acoordmg to northern mythology, were called dhe Valhjrvur^ or 

Choosws of the Slain,'' were supposed to regard the young 
champions whom they selected to share the banquet of Odin. 

It’ was, indeed, re^ondS unlucky, to say the least, to meet 
with N^a sudd«^y alone, and in a place remote from witnesses ; 
and sh^ was suppos^, on such occasioi]s,*to have been usually 
a prc^hetesB of evU, as well as an omen of misfortune, to those 
who had such a rencontre. There were fi^v or lUme^of the 
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islaiiderov however familiarised with her occasional appearance 
in sociejiy, that would not have trembled to meet her on the 
solitary banks of the^reen Loch. } 

** 1 bnng you no evil, Mordaunt Mertoun,” riie sal^ reading 
perhaps something of tllis superstitious feeling in the looks the 
youn^ man. “ Evil from me you never fdt, and never will.” 

‘^Nor do I*fear any,” said MordaAt, exerting himself to 
throw aside mi apprehension which he felt to be unmanly. 
** Why should I, ^pother? Y#u have been ever my friend.” 

“ Yet. Mordaunt, thoji art not of our region ; but to none of 
Zetland wood, no, not even to those who sit around the hearth- 
stone of Magnus Troil, the n^ble descendants of |Jie aUcient 
Yarls of Orkney, am I more a wtfU-wisher, than 1 am to thee, 
thou kind and irave-heartm boy.# When I hung around thy 
neck that gifted cljain, which all in our isles know was wrought 
by no earthly artist, but by the ©rows,* in the secret recesses 
of th(3ir caverns, thou wert then but fifteen years old , yet thy 
foot had beeft on t^Je Maiden-skenie of Northmaven, known 
before but to the webbed* sole of the swartback, and thy ^iff 
nad been m the deepest cavern of Brinnastir, where the hauf-fishf 
Had before slumbered in dark obscurity. Ibertfore I gave thee 
that noble gift ; and well thou knowest, that since that day, 
e^iy eye in these isles has looked on thee as a son, or as a 
br(ythe|;, endowed beyond other youths, and the favoured of 
JJiose whose hour of power is when the night meets witR the 
day.” ^ 

Alas ! mother,” said Mordaunt, ** your gift may have 
given me favour, but it has not been able to keep it for me, 
or I have not been able to keep it for myself. — What matters 
it 1 I shall learn to set as little by others^aer they do by me. 
My father says that I sj^all soon leave these islandB, aad there- 
fore, Mother Norna, I will return to you your fairy gift, that 
it may bring more lasting luck to some otl^ thai^it has done 
to me.” • 

“Despise’not the gift of the namdess race,” said Noma, 
frowning; thenr suddenly changing her tone of displeasure to 
that of mournful solMoni^, she added, — ©espise them not, 

down on that grey 


but, 0 Mordaunt, court them not 1 

* Nate H. !fbe Drows, 

! t The larger or eea-calf, which seeks the most solitary 
its abo^ See Dr. IBdinuiistoii'i MeUaatdf rcL li. p. 204. 


for 
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Bton^^thoQ art the aon of my adoption, and I will doff, aa tta 
as fmay, those attributes that sever me from the common mass 
of humanity, %id speak with you as a purent with a (Md." 

There was a tremulous tone of grief which mingled with the 
lofting of her language and cania^, and was calculated ^to 
excite sympathy, as well as to attract attention. Morchumt sat 
down on the rook whlth she pointed out, a fra^ent which, with 
many others that lay scattemd around, had l^n torn by some 
winter storm from the precipiQO»at the foot of which it lay, upon 
the very verge of the water. Noma took her own seat on a 
stone at about three feet distance, adjusted her mantle so that 
litlAe m^e than her forehead, her eyes, and a singlS lock of her 
grey hair, were seen from b^ea^h the shade of her dark wad- 
mad cloal^ and then proceeded m a tone in which the ima- 
dnary consequence and importance so often assumed by lunacy. 
Seemed to contend against the deep wordings of some extra- 
ordinary and deeply-rooted mental affliction. 

* “ I was not dways,” she said, that which' I now am. I 
was not dways the wise, the powerful, tiie commanding^ before 
whom the young stand abashed, and the old uncover their grey 
heads. There was a time when my appearance did not silence 
mirth, when I sympathised with human ^passion, and had my 
own share in human joy or sorrow. It was a time of helpSess- 
ness — ^it was a time of folly — it was a time of idle and pnihiitful 
lai!^hter — it Vas a time of causeless and senseless tears ; — and jet, 
with its follies, and its sorrows, and its weaknesses, what would 
Norna of Fitfr^l Bead give to again the unmark^ ard happy 
maiden that she was in her early days ! Hear me, Mordaunt, 
and bear with me ; for you hear me utter complaints which have 
never sounded m mortd ears, and which in mortal ears shall 
never sound again. I will be what I ought ” she continued, 
starting up and extending her lean^ and witWed arm, the 
queen and protectress of these wfld and neglected isles, — I will 
^ her whose foot the wave wets not, save by her permission ; 
ay, even though its rage be at its wildest madness — whose robe 
the whirlwind respects, when it rends the house-rigging from 
the roof-tree. mH witness, Mordaunt Mertdun,— you 

heard my wor^ at Harfra— you saw the tempest sink before<^* 
them— ^Speok, bear me witness 1" ^ 

To have contradicted her in this strain of ^igh-toned enthu- 
siasm, would have been cruel and unavailing^even had Ij^ordaunt 
vou xm. i 
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been more decidedly oonvinced Hum he wa«. that m ineaaie 
woman^ not one of supernatural power, stood beiiore him. 

** I heard you sing.” he repUed, ** and I saw the tempest 
abate.” , 

' Abate 1” exclaimed Noma, striking the ground impi^tienHy 
with he'* staff of blaek oi^ ; ** thou speakest it but half — ^it sunk 
at once — sunk in.'shorter space than the child that is hushed to 
silence by the nurse. — ^Enough, you know my power — but you 
know not — mortal man knows ,not, and never shall know, the 
price which I paid Co attain it. No, Mordaunt, never for the 
widest saay that the ancient Norsemen boasted, when their 
banners waved victorious from Bergen to Palestine — ^never,-for 
all that the round world contains, do thou barter thjT peace of 
mind for such greatness as Noma’s” She resumed her seat 
upon the rock, drew the mantle over her face, rested her head 
upon her hands, and by the convulsive motion which agitateu 
her bosom, appeared to be weeping bitterly. 

** Good Nom^” said Mordaunt, and paused, scarce knowing 
what to say that might console the unhappy woman — ** Good 
Norna,^' he again resumed, “*if there be aught m your mind that 
troubles it, were you not best to go to the wor^y minister at 
Dunrossness ? Men ij^iy you have not for many years been in a 
Ch^stian congregation — that cannot be well, or right You are 
yourself well known as a healer of bodily disease ; but when the 
mmd is rfick, we should draw to the Physician of dUr souls."* 
Noma had raised her person slowly from the stooping posture 
in which she sat ; but at length she started up,dn her feet, threw 
back her mantle, extended her arm, and while ^ler lip foamed, 
and her eye sparkled, exclaimed in a tone resembling a scream, 
— ** Me did you speak: — me did you bid seel^ out a priest 1 — 
Would you kill the good man wi^ horror? — Me in a Ohristian 
congregation ! — Woidd yc^ have the roof to fall on the sackless 
assembly, and mingle their blood with their^WOTship f I — 
seek to the good l^hysician ! — ^Would you have the fi^d claim 
his prey op«ttly before God and man V* 

The extreme agitation of the unhfi^f^y speaker naturally led 
Mordaunt to the conclusion, vrhicii was generally adopted and 
.^accredited in that superstitious countiy and period. Wretched 
woman,” he said^ ikdeed thou leag^ thyself wiHi the 
Powers of Evil, why should you not seek ev^ yet for rqienU 
anoef But do lA tkou wilt, I cannot, dare not, as a Ohristiaa. 
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abide longer with joa; and take again your he aaid, 
offering b^k the chain, good can nei^er oome of it, if indeed 
evil hath not|eome already.** # * 

Be still md hear me, thou foolish boy,** said Noma, calmly, 
as if %he had been restored to reason by the alarm and hdrror 
which she perceived in Mordaunt’s countenance ; ** hear me, I 
say. I am not of those who L^ve leagued them^ves with the 
Enemy of Mankind, or derive skill or power fri)m his mizdstry. 
And ^though the unearthly jgpwers wer^ propitiated by a sacri- 
fice which human tongue can never utter, yet, Gkxl knows, my 
guilt in that offering was no more lhan that of th& blind man 
who falls from the precipice which he could neither see nor 
shun. ^Oh, leave me notAefiun me not — ^in this hour of weak- 
ness ! Eemain with me ^ill the* temptation d)e passed, or 1 will 
plunge mf self into that lake, and rid myself at once of my power 
•and my wretchedness I” 

* Mordaunt, who had always looked up to this singular woman 
*^th a sort of affection, occasioned no doubt bji the early kind- 
ness and distinction which she had shown to him, was readily 
Educed to resume his seat, and listen to what she had farther 
to say, in hopes that she would gradually overcome the violence 
of her agitation. It was not long ere sh^seemed to have gained 
the victory her oompanion expected, for she addressed hi^ in 
her usual steady and authoritative manner. • 

• “ It was ^ot of myself, Mordaunt, that I proposeS to speak, 
when I beheld you from the summit of yonder grey rock, 
and came dowfl.the path to meet with you. My fortunes are 
fixed beyond*change, be it for weal or for woe. for myself I 
have ceased to feel much ; but for those whom she loves, Noma 
of the FitfulJSjad has still those feelings which Imk her to h^r 
kind. Mark me. There is an eagl^ the noblest that builds in 
these airy precipices, and into that ^le’s neat there has crept 
an addei; — wilt, thou lend thy aid to crush the reptile, and to 
save the noble brood of the lord of the north sky 

You must speak more plainly, Noma/* said* Mordaunt, if 
you would have me understand or answer you, I am no guesser 
of riddles.** • • 

** In plain language, then, you know well t]ie family of Burgh. 
Westra — the lovely daughters of thg generous old Udaller, 
UagnuB TroQ, — aizd Brenda, I mean I You know tbemi 
and you Jove 14^ f 
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have known them, mother,” replied Motdatmt, ^^and I 
have loved them — none Imows it better than yourself.” 

** To kfiow them once,^' said Noma, emphaticallji, ** is to know 
theca always. To love them once, is to love themtfor ever.” 

•‘To have loved them^onoe is to wish them well for ever,” 
replied the youth ; “ but it m nothing more. To be plain with 
you, Norna, the family at Burgh Westra^diave of late totally 
neglected me. But show me the means of serving them, 1 will 
convince you how mtich I have sepaembored old kindneo!, how 
little I resent late coldness.” 

“ It is well-spoken, and 1 will put your purpose to the proof,” 
replied NomcL “ Magnus Troil ^ taken a serpent jinto Ms 
bosom — his lovely daughters are deiivered up to the machina- 
tions of a villain.” r ^ 

“ You mean the stranger, Olevelana said Mordaunt. 

“The stranger who so calls himself,” replied Noma — “the^ 
same whom we found flung ashore, like a waste heap of sea- 
weed, at the focV" of the ^umburgh Gape. I felt that within me, 
that would have prompted me to let him lie till the tide floated 
him off, as it had floated him on shore. 1 repent me I gave not 
way to it,” ( 

“ put,” said Mordaunt, “ I cannot repent that I did my duty 
as a^Ohristian man. And what right have 1 to wish otherwise? 
If Miiina,^ Brenda, Magnus, and the rest, like that stranger 
better than me, I have no title to be offended ; nay, I might 
well be laughed at for bringing myself into comparison.” 

“ It is well, and I trust they merit thy unsel^sh friendship.' 

“ But I cannot perceive,” said Mordaunt, “ in what you can 
propose that 1 should serve them. I have but just learned by 
Biyce the yagger, that this Oaptmn Oleveland i| ail in all with 
the ladies at Buigh Westra, and with the Udalier himself. I 
would like ill to intrude m^lf where I am not weloome, or to 
jklace my home-bred merit in comparison with cOaptaiB Cleve- 
land’s. He can teli^ them of battles, when 1 can <^y speak of 
bird’s nests — ckn speak of shooting Fren<dimen, when I can 
only tell of shooting seals — he wears gay elothea, and bears a 
brave countenance ; I am plainly dressed, and pl^nly nurtured. 
6uch gay gallants m he can nooee the hearts bf those he lives 
wil^ as the fowler mmk the gutUemot with his rod and 
‘•Yon do wron^toyrnttself;” replidd Noma, ‘‘wrong to fomt- 
self, and greater wroiig to Minna and Br^da. And trust not 
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the reports of Bi^ce — he is like the greedy chaffer- whale, that 
will change lus course and dive for the most petty coin 'which a 
fisher can c&t at him. Certain it is, that if you have been 
lessefted in tlie opinion of Magnus Tspil, that sordid fellow hath 
had some share in it. But let him count his vantage^ for my 
eye is upon him.” * ’ • 

**And why, mother,” said Mordaunt, ‘^do you not tell to 
Magnus what you have told to me 1” ^ 

Because,” replied NomaJ they who Irax -wise in their own 
conceit must be taught a bitter letlSon by experience. It was 
but yesterday that 1 spoke with Magnus, and %rhat was liis 
reply Good Nona, yoi^ grow old.^ And this was spoken by 
one bounden to me by ^ maify and such^ close ties — by the 
descendant of the ancient Norse earls — this was from Magnus 
• Troil to me ; and it was said in behalf •of one, whom the sea 
^ung forth as wreck-weed I Since he despises tlie counsel of 
•the aged, he shall be taught by that of the young ; and well 
that he is not left to his o’wn folly. *00, therefore, to Burgh 
•Westra, as usual upon the Baptisfs festival” * 

** I have Jiad no invitation,” said Mordaunt ; I am not 
wanted, not wished for, not thought of-^perhaps I shall not be 
acknowledged if I go thither ; and yet, mother, to confeife the 
truth, thither I had thought to go.” • • 

• “ It wa8«a good thought, and to be cherished,” replTed Noma , 
*‘we seek our friends when they are sick in health, wbjPnot 
when they are%ick in mind, and surfeited -with prosperity 1 Po 
not fail to gef — it may be, we shall meet there. Meai> while our 
roads lie different. Farewell, and speak not of this meeting.” 

They part^ and Mordaunt remained standing^ by the lake, 
with his eyes ued on Noma, until her tall dark form became 
invisible among the windings of the^alley down which she won 
dered, Mordaunt returned to his father’s mansion, deter- 
mined to follow oouxisel which coincided sg weU with his own 
wishes. 
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OHAPO^R ELEVENTH. 

■ AD your aacient custonu^ 

And long-descended usages, I’D chan^. 

Ye shaD not eat, nor dnnk, nor speak, nor move, 

Think, look, or walk, as ye were wont to do. 

Even your irrarAage-l^ds sfi^l know mutation , 

The bnde shaU havp the stock, the groom the woD 
For all old practice will 1 turn and change, 

Ana call it reformation — marry, will 1 1 

Even obat we're ai*^Odds. 

r 

The festal day apj/roached, and still no invitation arrived for 
that guest, without whom, but a little space since, no feast could, 
have been held in the island ; whde on the other hand, such 
reports as reached them on every side spoke highly of the favoui; 
which Captain ' Cleveland eiyoycd in the family of the old 
Udaller^of Burgh Westra. »Swertha and the old Ranzelmaa 
shook their heads at these mutations, and reminded Mordauut, 
by many a half-hint and innuendo, that he had 'incurred this 
eclipse by being so iiAprudently active to secure the safety of 
the '.stranger, when he lay at the mercy of the next wave beneath 
the clilfs of Sumburgh Head. “ It is best to let 8au,t water taV© 
its Swertha , “ luck never came of crossing it.” 

“ In troth,” said the Ranzelman, “ they are wiye folks that let 
wav© and withy baud their ain — luck never 'carae of a half- 
drowned man, or a half-hanged ane either. Who was’t shot 
Will Paterson off the Noss — ^the Dutchman that he saved from 
sinking, I tr^. To fling a drowning man a *pl{£hk or a tow, 
may be the part of a Chilian ; but I say, ke^p hands aff him, 
if ye wad live and thrive free frae his dan^.” 

“ Ye are a wise man, Banzebnan, and a l^ortby,** echoed 
Swertha, with a grdan, and ken how and whan to help a neigh- 
bour, as wed as ony man that ever drew a net*' 

^ [** This is ak immensely high cape, caUecf by the isl^den the Ncup 
<of Kosa, but by sidloi^ Hang Cliff, from its having a projeoUng appearancei 
Its height has never been ipSeaaui^ : bnt^ should judge it exceeds 600 
feet Our steersman, however, had often deso^ded this paecipitonyB rock, 
having only the occafional assistance of a rope, one end of which he seoctred 
from time to time round some prelecting cliff” — ^From the Author'e Ja^ 
hoKtfe ZMory.i 
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troth, I haT6 seen length of days,” answered the Banzel- 
and Lhave heard what the auld folk said to each other 
anent sio matWs ; and nae man in Zetland shall go farther than 
1 wil in any Christian service to a nun on firm ; but tf he 
cry * Help T out of the saut waves, that’s another stoiy^*’ 

<*And yet to think of this lad Cleveland standing in our 
Maister Mordaunt's light,” said Swertha, and with Magnus 
Troil, that thought him the ^ower of the island but on Whit- 
sunday last, and Magnus, tod, that’s bom held (when he’s fresh, 
honest naan) the wisest and wealthilst of 2^tland 1'* 

• “ He canna win by it,” said the Ranzelman, fith a look of 
the ddbpest sagacity. “^Riere’s whiles, Swertha, that the 
wisest of us (as I am s^re I hhmbly conf^ mysell not to be) 
may be liltle better than gulls, and can no more wm by doing 
• de^ of folly than I can step over Sumbufgh Head. It has been 
tny own case once or twice m my life. But we shall see soon 
•what ill IS to come of all this, for good there ci^ot come.” 

And Swertha answered, with the*same tone of prophetic 
^wisdom, Na, na, gude can never come on it, and that is ower 
truly said ” ^ 

These doleful predictions, repeated f{om time to time, had 
some effect upon Mordaunt. He did not indeed suppose^ that 
the charitable action of relievmg a drowning man had subjected • 
Iftm, as a Necessary and fatal consequence, to the* unpleasant 
circumstances in which he was placed ; yet he felt as if assort 
of spell were (fisawn around him, of which he neither understood 
the nature nol the extent; — ^that some power, in short, l>eyond his 
own control, was acting upon his destiny, and, as it seemed, with 
no friendly influence. His curiosity, as well as hi# anxiety, was 
highly excited, and he continued determined, at all events, to 
make his appearance at the approaShing festival, when he was 
impressed witlLthe belief that something uncommon was neces* 
«amy to take place, which should determine ^is future views and 
prospects in life. 

As the elder Mertoun was at this time in his ordinaiy state of 
health, it became necessary that his son should intimate to him 
his intended visit to Burgh Westra. He did so , and his father 
. desu^ to know the especial reason of^his gomg thither at this 
partacular time. 

It is a time of merry-making,” replieij the youth, ** and all 
the oonntiy are assembled.” 
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And you are doubtless impatient to add another fool k) the 
number. — Go — but beware how you walk in the path whieh 
you are atout to tread — a &11 from the elifls of Itula were not 
moB5 fatal. ^ " r 

** May I ask the reason of your caution, sir replied MoT' 
daunt, breaking through the resefye whiol^ wdinarily subsisted 
betwixt him and his singular parent. 

** Magnus Troil,” said the elder Mertoun, has two daughters 
— ^you are of the age when men Icfak upon such gauds with eyes 
of affection, •that they may afterwards learn to curse the day that 
first opened thnir eyes upon heaven I I bid you beware of theip ; 
for, as sure as that death and sin came into the world ^^oman, 
so sure are their soft words, an^ softer looks, the utter destruc- 
tion and ruin of all Vho put faith in them.” 

Mordaunt had sometimes observed his father's marked dislike r 
to the female sex, but had never before heard him give vent to 
it in terms so determined and precise. He replied, that the* 
daughters of M^us Troil were no more to him than any other 
females fa the islands ; ** they were even of leas importance,” he' 
said, ** for they had broken off their friendship with him with- 
out assigning any cause.” 

“ And you go to seek* the renewal of it 1” answered his father. 

Sifiy moth, that hast once escaped the taper without singeing 
thy wrngs,* are you not content^ with the safe ebscurity ef 
thee^ wilds, but must hasten back to the flame, which is sure at 
length to consume thee 1 But why should I vmiste arguments 
in deterring thee from thy inevitable fetal — Gk> where thy 
destmy calls thee.” 

On the succeeding day, which was the eve of the ^eat festival, 
Mordaunt ee{ forth on his road to Burgh Wefstra, pondering 
alternately on the injunctioos of Noma — on the ominous words 
of his father — on the inauspicious auguries of Swertha and the 
Ranselmaa of Yarlshof — and not without experieifcmg that gloom 
with which so ipan^ concurring circumatanoee of ill omen com* 
bined to oppress his mind. 

It bodes me t)ut a cold recq)tion ft Burgh.Wcstra,” said 
“ but my stay shall be the Sorter. I will but find out 
Aether they have 'been ^iecoived l^^this seafaring strangor^ or 
wheth^ they have acted out of pure Vp^ce of temper, and feve 
of change of company. If the first be the case, I vindicate 
my chapter, and let Captain Cleveland look to himself ;~ir 



m PlRi^TE. ISl 

♦ 

the latter, whj, theu, good-iiight to Burgh VVestra and all its 
inmatdb.” 

As he mentgllj meditated thk last Ateruative, hurl pride, 
and a return of fondness for those to 'whom he su{^po8ed he was 
biddini^farewell for ever, brought a teSr into his eye, 'which he 
dashed off hastfly and indignw%> as, mendingjbis pace, hib con- 
tinued on his journey. • 

The weather being now serene nnd undisturbed, Mordaunt 
made his way with an ease thah formed a striking contrast to 
the difficulties which he had encountei;^ when he last travelled 
the same route ; yet there was a less pleasing subjast for com- 
parison vrj^thin his own mind. ^ 

“ My breast,” he said to hiinself# was then against the wind, 
but my hearj within was seffene and happy. I Vould I had now 
the same careless feelings, were they to bought by battling 
inth the severest storm that ever blew across these lonely 
hills'” 

^V’ith such thoughts, he arrived about noon i|t Harfra, the 
hesitation, as the reader may remember, of the ingenioas Mr. 
Yellowley. Our traveller had, upon the present occasion, taken 
care to be quitesindependent of niggardly hospitality of this 
mansion, which was now become infamdUs on that acooimt 
through the whole island, by bringing with him, in his smsdl 
knapsack, such provisions as might have sufficed for a longer 
journey. In Curtesy, however, or rather, perhaps, to get rid tf 
his own disquieting thoughts, Mordaunt did not fail to call at 
the mansion, wlpch he found in singular commotiott. Tripto- 
lemufi himself, invested with a pair of large jack-boots, went 
clattering up and down stairs, screaming out questions to his 
sister and h^ sermng-woman Tronda, who repli^ with shriller 
and more complicated screeches. At Igngth, Mrs. Baby herself 
made her appearance, her venerable person endued with what 
was then called » Joseph, an ample garment, which had once 
been green, but now, betwixt stains and paiAos,^ had become 
like the vesture of the patriarch whose name it bore — a gar- 
ment of divers colours. A steeple-crowned hat, 'the purchase of 
some long-past moment, in Vhich vimity had got the better of 
avarice, with a feather which had stood a^much wind and rain 
as if it bad teen part of a sdt-mew's wing, made up her equip- 
ment, save that in her hand she held a silver-mpunted whip of 
antique fauihimi. This attire, as well as an air of detennined 
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bustle in the gait and appearance of Mrs. Barbara TeUowl^, 
seemed, to bespeak thi^ she was prepared to take a joumej, 
cared not, as the saying goes, who knew thi&i such was her 
determination. « * # 

She was the first that observed Mordaunt on his arrival, and 
she ^eeted himr with a degree’of ming^pd emotion. ** Be good 
to us !” she exclaimed, ^*if there is not the canty cdlant that 
wears yon thing about his neck, and that snapped up our goose 
as light as if it had* been a sarfdie-lavrock I” The admiration 
of the gold chain, which* had formerly made so deep an impres- 
sion on hei^mind, was marked in the first part of her speech, the 
recollection of the untimely fat# <jf the smoked goos# was com- 
memorated in the second clafise. “ I will lay the burden of my 
life,” she instantly added, “ that he is gangmg our ^te.” 

** I am bound for Burgh Westra, Mrs. Yellowley,” said M»r- 
daimt, ^ 

** And blithe will we be of your company,” she added — ‘St’s 
early day to ; buf if you liked a barley scone and a drink of 
bland?— natheless, it is ill* travelling on a full stomach, besides 
quelling your appetite for the feast that is bidiij^ you this day ; 
for all sort of pi'odigahty there will doubtless be ” 

•Mordaunt produced his own stores, and, explaining that he 
(fide not love to be burdensome to them on this second occasion, 
invited \hem to partake of the provisions he had <to ofier. ^oor 
Triptolemus, who seldom saw half so good a dinner as his guest’s 
luncheon, threw himself upon the good cheer, tike Soncho on the 
scum of Camacho’s kettle, and even the lady Iferself could not 
resist the temptation, though she gave way to it with more mode- 
ration, an^ with something like a sense of sha^e. “ She had 
let the fire out,’* she said, “ for it was a pity* wasting fiiel in so 
cold a country, and so Ae had not thought of getting anything 
ready, as they were to set out so soon ; and so i^e codd not bat 
say, that the y^ung gentleman’s nacket look*ed very good ; and 
besides, die had some curiosity to see whether the folks in that 
country cured their beef in the same way th^ did in the north 
of Scotland.” ITnder which combined ooxisiderations, Dame Baby 
made a hearty experiment on the refreshments which thus unex- 
pectedly presenfed themselves. , 

When their extemporaiy was finished, factor 

became soHoitxms to take the road; and now Mordamit 
discovered, that t'be alacri^ with which he had been received 
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by Mistress Baby was not altogether disintereBted. Neither she 
nor the learned Triptolemus felt much disposed to oommit them- 
sdveB to the wifts of Zetland, without the assistance of a guide ; 
and although they could have commani^ the assistance of oxie 
of th^ own labouring folks, yet the cautious agriculturist 
observed, that it woul(4 be Ic^idg at least onedday’s work ; and 
his sister multiplied bis apprehensions by echoing back, ** One 
day's work I — ye may weel say twenty — for, set aue of their 
nosea within the smell of a ksm-pot, and *tbbir lugs within the 
sound of a dddle, and whistle them bask if you can !'’* 

Npw the fortunate arrival of Mordaunt, in the ^ery nick of 
time, not^ mention the gooc^ cheer which he brought with him, 
made him as welcome as an^ one cc^ld possibly^be to a threshold, 
which on al? ordinary occasions abhorred the passage of a guest ; 
n#r was Mr. Yellowley altogether insensiblf of the pleasure be pro- 
mised hims^ in detailing his plans of improvement to his young 
companion, and enjoying, what bis fate seldom assigned him — 
the company of a patient and admiring listener. * 

•As the fadtor and his sister were td prosecute their jouAey on 
horseback, it oi^ remained to mount thek guide and companion ; 
a thing easily accomplished, where there ^e such numbers of 
shaggy, long-backed, short-legged ponies, running wild upon nhe 
eictensive moors, which are the common pasturage for the c$iUle 
of every township, where shelties, geese, swine, goats, slfeep, and 
little ^tland cows, are turned out promiscuously, and often 'hi 
numbers which obtain hut precarious subsistence from the 
niggard vegetation. There is, indeed, a right of indivit aal pro- 
perty in all these animals, which are branded or tatooed by each 
owner with his^own pecu^r mark ; hut when any pe^nger has 
occasional use fof a pony, he never scruples to lay hold of the 
first which he can catch, puts on a halier, and, 
as iar as he finds convenient, turns the animal loose to find his 
way back again as he best can — a matter in j^hich the ponies 
are sufficiently sagacious. 

Although this general exercise of property .was one of the 
enonnities whiebin due time the factor intended to abolish, yet, 
like a wise man, he scrupled not, in the meantime, to avail him- 
self of so general a practice, w|^icb, he condescended to allow, was 
particulaily convenient for those who (as chanced to be bis own 
{Hresent Case) had no ponies of their own on whidfai their nmgh- 
bouiB could retaliate. Three shelties, therefore, were {frucuned 
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from the hill — little shaded animalB, more resembluig hem ^ 
than anything of the horee tribe, yet poeaefised of no email 
of strehgth and spirit* and able to endure as much &tigue and 
ijidifferent usage as au^ creatures in the world ^ 

Two of these horses were already jffovided and folly accoutred 
for the journey.^, One of them, destined to bear the fair person 
of Mistress Baby, was decorated with a tfuge side-saddle of vener^ 
able antiquity — a mass, aa it were, of cushion and padding, 
from which depended, on all sides, a housing of ancient tapestry, 
which having been originally intended for a horse of ordinaiy 
size, cover^l up the diminutive palfrey over which it was spread, 
from the ears to the tail, and from the shoulder to the fetlock, 
leaving nothing visible but its h^, which looked fiercely out 
from these enfoldments, like the heraldic representation of a lion 
looking out of a biifl|j. Mordaunt gallantly lifted up the fjir 
Mistress Yellowley, and, at the expense of very slight exei^on, 
placed her upon the summit of her mountainous saddle. It is 
probable, that, on feebng herself thus squired and attended upon, 
and experiencing the long rmwonted consciousness that she was 
attired in her best array, some thoughts dawned upon Mistress 
Baby’s mind, which checkered for an inatantf those habitual 
id^cas about thrift, tl&t formed the daily and all-engrossing occupar 
tion of her soul. She glanced her eye upon her faded Joseph, 
and' on ^ the long housings of her saddle, as shophserved, jvith 
^ smile, to Mordaunt, that “ travelling was a pleasant thing 
in fine weather and agreeable company, if,’’4j9h0 added, glanc- 
ing a look at a place where the embroidery, was somewhat 
frayed and tattered, ^*it was not sae wasteM to one's horse- 
furniture,” 

Meanwhile, her brother stepped stoutly to^hifi steed ; and as 
he chos^, notwithstanding the serenity of the weather, to throw 
a long red cloak over his other garments, his pony was even 
more completely enveloped in drapery than t^t of hiS sister. It 
happened, moreo^'er, to be an animal of a high and contumacious 
spirit, bouncing and curvetting occasionally under the weight of 
Triptolemus, with a vivacity which, notwithstanding his York- 
shire descent, rather deranged him in the saddle ; gambols 
which, as the palfrej^ itself was not visible, exoqjt upon the 
strictest inspection, had, at a UttK distance, an effect m if they 
were the volunti^uy movements of the cloaked cavalier, without 
the assistance of my other legs than those with which nature 



125 


THE mucn. 

• 

h«ul {Htmded Uiii ; and, to any who had viewed Triptolemua 
under i^Aieh a persuasion, the graidty, and even distress, announced 
in his oountenanpe, must hare made a ridietdous contrast to the 
vivadous oaprlqfes with which he piaffed along the moor. 

Mordlont k^t up with this worthy dbuple, mounted, accord- 
ing to the simplicity of the tim^ and country, on the first and 
r^iest pony whidi they had been able to press ^to the service, 
with no oth^ accoutrement of any kind than the halter which 
served to guide him ; while Mr^JTellowley^ seeing with pleasure 
his guide thus readily provided with a st^, privately resolved, 
that this rude custom of helping travellers to horses* without 
leav9 of t^e proprietor, should jiot be abated in Zefiand, until 
he came to possess a herd of ponies Jbelonging in property to him- 
self, and exited to suffer i» the way of retdh^ion. 

But to other uses or abuses of the country, Triptolemus 
Ytllowley showed himself less tolerant. ^Ix)ng and weansome 
weffrthe discourses he held with Mordaunt, or (to speak much 
more correctly) the harangues which he indicted upon him, con- 
cerning the phanges which his own ^advent in these isles was 
about to occasion. Unskilled as he was in the modem arts by 
which an estatesmay be improved to such a high degree that it 
shall altogether slip through the proprietor's fingers, Triptolemua 
had at least the zeal, if not the knowledge, of a whole agnculturi'J 
society in his own person ; nor was he surpassed by ^y"one 
who* has folloVed him, in that noble spirit which scorns 
balance profit against outlay, but holds the glory of effecting a 
great change on Jh% face of the land, to be, like virtue^ il a great 
degree its own reward. 

No part of the wild and mountainous region over which Mor- 
daunt guided liiiu,«bat what suggested to his active imagination 
some scheme of improvement luid alteration. He would make 
a road through yon scarce passable glen, where at^present nothing 
but the suFW'footedD creatures on which they were moimted could 
tread with any safety. He would substitute better houses for 
the skeoee, or sheds built of dry stones, in which thh inhabitants 
cured or manufactured their fish — ^they should* brew good ale 
instead of bland— they sheuld plant forests where tree never 
grew, and find mines of treasure where a Danish skilling was 
aooounted a coin of a most reflfmctable deiftmination. AH these 
mutations, with many others, did the worthy factor resolve up<m, 
speaking at tJio same time with the utmost ^confidence, of the 
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coonteDance and afisistanoe whidi he wto to receive fraa the 
higher classes, and especially from Magnus TroiL ^ 

** I will impart some of my ideas to the poc^ man,” he saidt 
before we are both many hours older ; and you will mark how 
grateful he will be to the instructor who brin^ Wi knliwledge, 
which is better than wedth.” , 

** I would no^ have you build too strongly on that,” said Mor- 
daunt, by way of caution ; ** Magnus Troii’s boat is kittle to 
trim — he likes his Qwn waystjuid his country-ways, and you 
will as soon teacH^ your sheltie to dive like a seal^, as bring 
Magnus %o take a Scottifli fashion in the place of a Norse one — 
and yet, iTie is steady to his old customs, he may perhaps ie as 
changeable as another in his old fidendshipe.” 

“ ffe2i3j tu %nep*e /” said the schokr of Saint Andrews, ** steady 
or unsteady, what can it matter % — am not I here in point of 
trust, and in poin‘t 6f power! and shall a Fowd, by whifeh 
barbarous appellative this Magnus Troil still calls himi^lf, "pre- 
sume to measure judgment and weigh reasons with me, ^ho 
represent the full dimity of the Chamberlain of t^he islands of 
Orkney and Zetland!” ^ * 

** Still,” said Mordaunt, I would advise yon not to advance 
too rashly upon hisr prejudices. Magnus Troil, from the hour 
qf his birth to this day, never saw a greater man than himself, 
anck it is difficult to bridle an old horse for the first time. Be- 
sides, he has at no time in his life been a patient listener to*long 
explanations, so it is possible that he may quarrel with your 
proposed reformation, before you can convmeS him of its advan- 
tages.” *' 

“ How mean you, young man !” said the factor. “ Is there 
one who dwells in these islands, who is so we^chedly blind as 
not to be sensible of their deplorable defects! Can a man,” he 
added, rising into enthbsiaam as he spoke, “ or even a beast, 
look at that thing there, whidi they have ^ impudence to call 
a oom-mill,^ wi^jiiout trembling to think that com idionld be 
trusted to such a miserable molendinaiyl The wretcffies am 
obliged to have at least fifty in each parish, each trundling 
away upon its paltry mill-stone, under the thhtch of a roof no 
bigger than a l^ee-skep, instead of a noble and seemly baran’s 
mill, of which wat^ hear the dack trough the h^ll conn- 


Note !• Zethoid eom-iiiilla. 
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and that caata the meal tbrou^ the by foipita at 

a timet** 

“ Ay, ay, broth^,'* eaid hia sister, that's spoken like your 
wise s^ The |^air cost the mair honour — ^t’s your word 
ever mail* dan it no creep into your wise head, man, that ilka* 
body grinds their ain neivefu' of peal in this country, wkhout 
plaguing themsells abouti baron's mills, and thiiis, and sucken, 
and the like trade ? How mony a time have I heard you beU- 
the^t with auld Edie Netherst^e, the miUer at Qrindlebum, 
and wi’ his very knave too, about in-town ana chit-town multures 
— lock, gowpen, and knaveship, and a’ the lave o't ; ahd now 
naethifig less will serve you than to bring in the ^ry same 
fashery on \ wheen puir bodiesf that big ilk ane a mill for 
themselves, do as it is?" ^ ^ ^ 

Dinna teft me of gowpen and knaveship 1" exclaimed the 
indfgnant agriculturist ; better pay the hllf bf the grist to the 
milldJ7 to have the rest grand in a Christian manner, than put 
good grain into a bairn’s whirligig. Look at it fcr a moment, 
Baby — Bide jatill, ye cursed imp!” Tifis interjection^ was 
applied to his pony, which began to* be extremely impatient, 
while its rider interrupted his journey, to point out all the weak 
points of the Zetland mill — ‘‘Look at it, J say — it’s just one 
degree better than a hand-quem — it has neither wheel n^ 
trindle — neither cog nor happer — Bide still, there’s a canny 
beast^it cannsf grind a bickerfu’ of meal in a quarter of tSi hour, 
and that will be mair like a mash for horse than a meltith for 
man’s use — Wherefee — Bide still, I say — wherefore — wli before 
— The deiTs in tne beast, and nae good, I think !" 

As he uttered the last words, the shelty, which had pranced 
and curvetted fer ^me time with much impatience, M length 
got its head betwixt its legs, and at once canted its rider into 
the little rivulet, which serv^ to driv^the depreciated engine 
he wasvinirv^yiDg ^then emancipating itself from the folds of 
#h6 doak, fi^ towards its own wildemgas, neighing in 
scorn, and flinging out its heels at every five yards.* 

Lathing heartily at his disaster, Mordaunt ^helped the old 
man to arise ; wlflle his sister sarcastically congratulated him 
on having iiillen rather into the shallows o( a ^tland rivulet 
the d^ths of a Scottdsh miU-pond. Disdaining to rqfly to 
this sarcasm, .Triptolemos, so soon as he had recovered his legs, 
9t0km his cam, and found that the folds of h^ doak had^ saved 
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him from being much wet in the scanty streamlet, exd&imed 
aloud, will have cussers from Lanarkshire — brood mares 
from Ayrshire — I will not have one of thea^? cursed abortions 
left on the islands, to break honest folk’s necko — I saj, Baby, 1 
will rid the land of tKem.” 

** Ye had better wring yoiu» ain cloak, Triptolemus,” answered 
Baby. < o ^ 

Mordaunt meanwhile was employed in catching another pony, 
from a herd which strayed abeome distance ; and, having made 
a halter out of tested ^rushes, he seated the dismayed agricul- 
turist in safety upon a more quiet, though less active steed, than 
that which he had at first bestode. 

But Mr. Yellowley’s fgU had operated as a considerable 
sedative upon his spirits, and, foi the full spacow^of five miles' 
travel, he said sc^op a word, leaving full course to the mel^pn- 
choly aspirations^ alnd lamentations which his sister ^ Baby 
bestowed on the old bridle, which the pony had carried off in 
its flight, and whijh, she observed, after having lasted for 
#eighfjeen years come Martinmas, might now be considered as a 
castaway thing. Finding she had thus the field to herself, the 
old lady launched forth into a lecture upon economy, according to 
her own idea of that virtue, which seemed to include a system 
(?f privations, which, though observed with the sole purpose of 
saving ^money, might, if undertaken upon other principles^ have 
janked high m the history of a religious ascetic. 

She was but little interrupted by Mordapit, who, conscious 
he was now on the eve of approaching Burgh Westra, employed 
himself rather in the task of anticipating the nature ^ the 
reception he was about to meet with there from two beautiful 
young w«men, than with the prosing of au did one, however 
wisely she mig^it prov| that small-beer was more wholesome 
than strong ale, and that if her brother had bruised his ankle- 
bone in his tumble, cumfrey and butter was bettcar to bring him 
round again, then all the doctors’ drugs in the world. ^ 

But now 'the dreary moorlands, ovcar which their path had 
hi^erto lain, were exchanged for a more pleasant prospect, 
opening on a s^t-water lake, or araf of the sea, whidi ran up 
far inland, and^was suarounded by flat and fertile ground, pro- 
ducing crops better ^han the esi^rienced eye of Triptolenaws 
Yellowley had^as yet ivitnessed in ^tland. In the midtt of 
this Goshen sbWttbe mansion of Burgh Westra, screened from 
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rhe a&d east by a tidga of h^thy bSlb which lay behind 
it, aiQtd Ksommandintf an interesting ptoepeat of the lake and its 
parent ocean, as w4l as the islands and more distant mountains. 

the xnaiulon itself, as well as from almost evmy cottage 
In the maoent itsmlet, arose such a rich^oud of Tapoory amoke^ 
as showed that the prepara^ons for the festivd wdte npt con- 
fined to the principal rg^enoe ol Magnus himself, but esctended 
through the whole vicinage. 

^^My oeifitiey’* smd Mrs. Baby Yellowley^ ‘^ane wad think the 
haill town was on fire ! The v&y hill-side^smella of their waste- 
fulness, and a hungry heart wad scared seek better kitchen ^ to 
a barley scone, than just to waft it in the reek thath rising out 
of yon luifls." , • 

• 

* t^hAt ifl Aten by way of refUh to dry bread, is cKUed hdehem. in Scot- 
as cheese, dried fish, or the like relishing morsels. 


OHAPTBE TWELFTH 

Thou hast described • 

A hot friend cooling. Ever note, Lucilitis, 

When love begins to sicken and decay, 

Jt nseth an enforced ceremony. 

There are no tncks in plain and simple faith. 

^ Julius Csaian 

• 

If the smell ifhich was wafted from the chimneys of Burgh 
Westra up to the barren hills by which the mansion was 
surrounded, couli^ as Mistress Barbara opined, ha^ refreshed 
the hungry, the noise which proceeded from thence might have 
given hwing to the deaf. It was a ftiedl^ of lall sounda, and 
^ ccHtineo^ wi^ jollity and kind welcome. Nor were the 
^ aightli associated with them less axumating, ^ 

TroopI of friends were seen in the act of amvieg — their dis- 
persed ponies flying to the moors in every direction, to recover 
own peakEres in tlv best way they could ; — such, as we 
have already said, being the usual mode of *disohargii^ the • 
caveliy whi^ had been kviej for a dayVi ser^ce. At a small 
but^eORtoEmdl^ coimected wi^ the house and hamlet, 

these vjstteits wei« landing from their boats; who« living in 
VOL xm. * A* 
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distant islands, and along tha coast, had preferred making then 
journey by sea. Mordaunt and his companions might Bee> each 
party paiising frequently to greet each o&er, and strdling on 
successively to the house, whose ever opm reoeived them 
alternately in such nuinbm, that it seemed thh exten^^ of the 
mansion, though suited to the opulexxoe and hospitality of the 
owner, was scaree, on this occasion, suf^eient for the gnests. 

Among the confused sounds of mirth and welcome which 
arose at the entrance of each new company, Mordaunt thought 
he could distinguish the loud ladgh and hearty salutation of the 
Sire of tke mansion, and begmi to feel more deeply than before, 
the anxiou?: doubt, whether that cordial reception, which was 
distributed so freely to all others, would be on this occasion ex- 
tended to him. As they came on, they heard the voluntory 
scrapings and bravura effusions of the gallant fiddfers, who im- 
patiently flung already from their bows those sounds with whfeh 
they were to animate the evenmg. The clamour of the ci^k^s 
assistants, and the loud scolding tones of the cook himself, were 

t ) to be heard — soKJids of dissonance at any other time, but 
icht subdued with othefB, and by certain happy associations, 
form no disagreeable part of the full chorus which always pre- 
cedes a rural feast 

«^Iean while, the ^ests advanced, each full of their own 
thoughts. Mordauut^s we have already noticed. Baby was 
wrapt up in the melancholy grief and surprise excited by the 
positive conviction that so much victuals had been cooked at 
once as were necessary to feed all tlie n^ouths which were 
clamouring around her — an enormity of expense, which, though 
she was no way concerned in bearing it, affected her nerves, as 
the beholdmg a massacre would touch those qf the most in- 
different spectator, however well assured of^his own phonal 
safety. She sickened, b short, at the sight of so much ex- 
travagance, like Abyssinian Bruce, when he saw the luckless 
minstrdls of Gondar hacked to pieces by Ihe or^er of Bos 
MichAeL M (ot her brother, Hiey being now arrived whmn the 
rude and antique, instruments of Zkland agriculture lay scattered 
in^e usual confusion of a Scottish bm-yard, his thoughts 
were at onoe engrossed in the deficiencies of the one*stilted plou^ 
— of the fwnacor, *withdwWch they; dig peats-^of the m 
which they transport oommodities — all and eveiy hn 
short, in which iimgw of the islands differed from those of 
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the maiuland of Scotland. The sigLt of these imperfect instru- 
meats stirred the blood of Triptolemus Yellowley, as that of the 
bold warrior nses at seeing the arms and insignia of the enemy 
he is about to^ combat ; and, fmthful to his high emprise, he 
thought less ot the hunger which hisajoumey had occasioned, 
although about to be satisfied b^ such a dinner as rarely fell to 
his lot, than upon the t^sk which he had undertaken, of civilising 
the matmaiai and improving the cultivation, of Zetland. 

“ dti aiea,” he muttei^ to himself ; this very day 
shall prove whether the Zetlamders are worthy of our labours, 
or whether their minds are as incapable of cultivation as their 
peatmosses. Yet let us be cautious, and watch tbe soft time 
of speech.® I feel, by my O’^yn^expenence, that it were best to 
let the body, in its present^ state, Hake the pjace of the mind. 
A mouthful* of that same roast-b^, which smells so delicately, 
will form an apt introduction to my gr^d* plan for improvmg 
th<^reed of stock.*’ 

•By this time the visitors had reached the low J?ut ample front 
of Magnus Troil’s residence, which seemed of various dates, 
lifirge and ilt-imagined additions, hastily adapted to the Sriginal 
building, as th^increasmg estate, or enlarged family, of successive 
proprietors, appeared to each to demand. Beneath a low, broad, 
and large porch, supported by two huge carved posts, once^ho 
head ornaments of vessels which had found shipwreck upop the 
coast, stood Magnus himself, mtent on the hospitalde toil of 
receiving and welcoming the numerous guests who successively 
approached, strong portly figure was well adaj^ted to the 
dress which h^wore — a blue coat of an antique cut, lined with 
scarlet, and laced and looped with gold down the seams and 
button-holes, and along the ample cufis. Strong masculine 
features, rendered ruddy and brown by frequent exposure to 
severe weather — a quantity of most venerable silVer hair, which 
fell in uns|iom profusion from under his gold-laced hat, and was 
caretessly tied wilh a ribbon behind, express^ at once his ad- 
vaneed age, his hasty, yet well-conditioned temper, and his 
robust oonsMtutian. As our traveUers approached him, a shade 
of displeasure seemed to sroes his brow, and to interrupt for an 
instant the honest and hear^ burst of bilanCy with which he, 
had been in the act of greetu^g all prior arrivals. When he ap- 
pnxudied l^ciptolemus TeUowley, he drew himself up, so as to 
mix^ as it were, some share of the statel)^ importaace of the 
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opulent Udaller with the welcome afforded by the fianfc and 
hospitable landlord. ^ t 

^ You wre welcome, Mr. Yeliowley,** was his address to the 
factor; ‘'you are welcome to Westra — ^the whnf has blown you 
on a rough coast, and wc that are the natives must be bind to 
you as we can. This, I believe, is your sister — ^Mktress Barbara 
Yellowl^, permit me the honour of a rueighboorly salute.” — 
And so saying, with a daring and self-devoted courtei^> whk^ 
would find no equal in our dege^rate days, he actual^ Ventured 
to salute the withered cheek of spinstress, who rebuked so 
much of her usual peeviiSiness expression as to receive the 
courtesy wi^ something which approached to a smile. He then 
looked full at Mordaunt Mertdiiii^ and, without ofibring his 
hand, said, in a tqne somewl^t broken ly suppressed agitation, 
“You too are welcome, Master Mordaunt.” ® 

“ Did I not think ift,” said Mordaunt, naturally offended 1:^ 
the coldness of his host's manner, “ I had not been here-^d 
it is not yet too late to turn back.” 

" \ oung man,” replfcd Magnus, “ you know betto than most, 
that from these doors no man can turn, without an offence to 
their owner. I pray you, disturb not my gue^ by your ill- 
timed scruples. When Magnus Troil says welcome, all are 
weJpome who are within hearing of his voice, and it is an in- 
diffei;ent loud one. — ^Walk on, my worthy guests, and let us see 
what chSbr my lasses can make you within doors. * 

'So saying, and taking care to m^e his manner so general to 
the whole p^y, that Mordaunt should not able to appro- 
priate any particular portion of the welcome to fiimself, nor yet 
to complain of being excluded from all share in it, the Udaller 
ushered the guests into his house, where two outer rooms, 
which, on the present occasion, served the purpose of a modem 
saloon, were already crowed with guests of every descripticHL 
The frumiture was sufficiently simple, and^ iid % chsractm 
peculiar to the si^tion of these stormy islandk Uigpxa Tro3 
was, indeed, lice most of the higher cSass of Zetland proprietors, 
a friend to the distressed traveUer, wbeth^ sea or limd, and 
bad repeated^ exerted his whcds authority in protecting ^e 
t property and peifons of shipwredced mariners ; yet so fre^nt 
were wrecks upon t}mtetremendk)U% coast, and so 
printed articles w«^ oonstantly flung aahoare, that the 
of the house boib s^iffident witness to the ravages of theocaam 
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Aad to tho axwlBa of those rights “which the lawyers term Fhtr 
00 m nmd J<eidm The chairs, which were arrau^^ aroimd the 
walk, #ete smm as are osad ia e^ias, %ad Thaay of ^em were 
of fla^ign c<mstTuotioB ; the mlinOTS and cabinets, whiah were 
placed agahiat the waMs for ornament or c6ifvemence, had, it 
was plain firom their fbnn, been constructed for ship-board, and 
one or two of the latter were.pf strange and unknown wood. 
Even the partition which separated the two Apartments seemed 
constructed out of the bulk-heads of some large vessel^ clumsily 
adi^ited to the service which it at present perfonBed, by the 
laboi of* some native joiner.* To a stranger, these evident 
marks and tokens of humen misAy might, at the first glance, 
form a contrast with the scene of mirth with which they were 
ndw associated ; but the association wls *so familiar to the 
natfPes, that it did not for a moment interrupt the course of 
thfiir glee, • 

To the yoijnger part of these revell^ th5 presence of Mordaunt 
w& like a fresh charm of enjoyment. All came around him to 
marvel at his alf^ce, and all, by their repeated inquiries, plainly 
showed that they conceived it had been entirely volunta^ on his 
side. The youth felt that this general acsceptation relieved Ais 
anxiety on one painful point. Whatever prejudice the family of 
Bur^h Westra*might have adopted respecting him, it mfist ^ of 
a private natoro i and at least he had not the additional pain of 
finding that be wis depreciated in the eyes of society at large , 
and his vindica&on, when he found opportunity to make one, 
would not require to be extended beyond the circle of a single 
family. This “Was ^nsoling j though his heart still thnobbed with 
anxiety Et the thought of meeting with his estranged, but still 
beloved fH<mds. Laying the excuse of Bs absendfe on his fathers 
state of heplth, bo made his way through the various groups of 
firieHtdaand guests, each of whom seemed willipg to detain him 
as long as possilde, and having, by presenting them'to one or two 
families of coQSsquence, got rid of his traveUmg companions, who 
at first stock fast as bi^,*he reached at len^ the door of a 
snmll imartment, which, opening fh>m one of the large exterior 
rooms we have mentioned, Minna and Bredfia had been permitted 
to fit tq> after tfcflk own taste, and to |)rqjerty. 

Mordaunt oontriboted no smaO share of the inven^on and 
medmidcal exechtion employed in fitting up this favourite apart* 
fiient, and in diqMSing its ornaments. It was, indeed* during his 
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last residence at Burgh Westra^ as free to thif entrance ami 
oijpupation, as to its proper mistresses But nowj^so nmoh wtire 
times altered, that he Amained with his finger on th#lat(di» 
uncertafn whether he should take the freedom to draw it, until 
Brenda’s voice pr?)nouncod the words, ** Come in, then,” in the 
tone of one who is interrupted by an unwelcome disturber, who is 
to be heard and despa#^^ched with ^11 the speed possible. 

At this signal Mertoim entered the fanciful cabinet of the 
sisters, whi^h by the addition of many ornaments, including 
some articles of considerable value, had been fitted ^ for^the 
approaching festival. The daugliters of Magnus, at the moment 
of Mordannt’s entrance, were seated in deep consultation with the 
stranger Cleveland, and with a little slight-made old man, whose 
eye retained all the Vivacity of spirit, which had supported hifii 
under the thousand vicissitudes of a changeful and precaff&iis 
life, and which,'' accompanying him in his old age, rendered his 
grey heirs less awfully reverend perhaps, but not Jess beloved, 
than would a more grave and less imaginative expression of coift- 
tenance and character. There was even a penetrjiting shrewdness 
mingled in the look c/ curiosity, with which, as he stepped for an 
in^Unt aside, he seemed to watch the meetmg of Mordaunt with 
the two Jpvely sisters. 

^.The reception the youth met with resembled, fh general Ifcha 
racter, that which he had experienced from Magnus himself ; but 
the maidens could not so well cover their sense 9/ the change of 
circumstances under which they met. Both blushed, as, rising, 
and without extending the hand, far less offering the (^cek, as 
the fkshionSDf the times permitted, and almost exacted, they paid 
to Mordaunt the salutation due to an ordinary acqmdntance. 
But the blush of the oldS was one of those transient lavidences of 
flitting emotion, that vanish as fast as the passing th(^ight which 
excites them. Ir an instant she stood before the youth calm and 
cold, returning, with guarded and cautious courtesy, the usual 
civilities, whi^,with a faltering voice, Mordaunt endeavoured to 
pfbsent to her. . The emotion Brenda bore, eftemaUy at least, 
a deeper and mose agitating character. Her blush extended over 
ev^ part of her bwftifid skin which her dress permittrf to be 
vtnble, includii^g her ^slender neck, and the uppe/regSoi^ of a 
finely-ftnrmed bMpia. Neither did die even attempt to reply to 
what share of his conf^ed compliment Mordaunt addres^ to 
her hi particular, bu,t Regarded him with in which dia- 
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l>loa8«ro was eTidently miagled with fadings of and 

reodlections of fonn^ times. Mordaunt felt, as it wer^, assured 
upon iustanlil that the regard of Minna was extinguished, but 
that it aught bd j^t possible to recover of the milder Brendtu; 

and sudh is the waywardness of human fancy, that tho^b be 
had never hitherto m%le any distinct difference betwm these 
two beautiful and interesting girls, the favour of her, which 
seemed most absolutdy withdrawn, became at the moment the 
most interesting in his ^es. ** * • 

He was disturbed in these hasty reflsetions by Cleveland, who 
advanced with military fhmkness, to pay his compligients to his 
preserver, having only delayed *loiig enough to permit the ex- 
change of the ordinaiy salutation^betwixt the visitor and the 
ladies of tlitf family. He mide his approach with so good a grace, 
that it was impossible for Mordaunt, although he dated his loss 
of devour at Burgh Westra from the stranger’s appearance on 
the coast and dpmestication in the family, to do less than return 
his advances as courtesy demanded, accept his thanks with an 
appearance of satisfaction, and hope that his time had •passed 
pleasantly since their last meeting. 

Olevel^d wlb about to answer, but he was anticipated by the 
little old man, formerly noticed, who now thrusting himself for- 
ward, and seizing Mordaunt’s hand, kissed him on the foreh^ , 
an(h then at the same time echoed and answered his q^est^on— 

“ How passes time at Burgh Westra ? Was it you that aslpcd 
it, my prince of cliff and of the scaur ? How should it pass, 
but with all tUb wings that beauty and joy can ad^ tt> help its 
flight !” 

“ And wit apd song, too, my good old friend,” said Mordaunt, 
half-serious, h^-Jesting, as he shook the old man •cordially by 
the band.-^ — ** These cannot be wanting, whq^e Claud HaJero 
cmnesl” 

Jeer me not,* Mordaunt, my good lad,” replied the old man ; 
wh^ your foot is as slow as mine, your wif frpzen, and your 
song out of tune" 

“How can you belie jrourself, my good master?” answered 
Mordaunt, who was not unwilling to avail himself of hk old 
fnend’s peculiarities to introduce someJ|hmg flike conversation,* 
break the mknvardness of t£s singular meeting, and gain time 
for observariem, ere requiring an exiJanation«of the change of 
eonduct which the frunUy seemed to have adopted towards him 
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** Say not he continued. ** Time, my old friend, lays frii 
hand lightly on the bard. Have I not heard you aay^ ^ poet 
partakes the immortality of his aong? and surely ^ gre$t 
English poet, you used to tdl us of, waa 
when 1)6 puH^ the bowK)ar among all the wits of London.^ 

This alluded />o a story which was, §& the French term it, 
Halcro's cheval de hataiUe^ and any allusion to which was certain 
at once to place him in the saddle, and to push his hobby-horse 
into full career. • 

His laughing eye klndksd with a sort of enthusia&m, which the 
ordinary foVc gf this world might have called crazed, while he 
dashed into the subject which be best loved to f^k upon. 

Alas, alas ! my dear Mord^unt Mertoun, silver is silver, and 
waxes not dim % use — and pewter is pewter, a£d grows the 
longer the duller. 7t ^3 not for poor Claud Haloro to name him- 
self in the same twelvemonth with the immortal John Dr 3 iden. 
Tnie it is, as I may liave told you before, that I have seen that 
great man, nay, I have been m the Wits’ Coffeehouse, as it was 
then cfc-lled, and had once pinch out of his own very snuff-box. 
I must have told you all how it happened, but here is Captain 
Cleveland who never hoard it. — I Mged, you^must know, in 
RiV^wel Street — I qudbtion not but you know Russel Street, Co- 
venS; Garden, Captain Cleveland?” 

I should know its latitude pretty well, Mr. Halcro,” sakhthe 
Coptain, smiling ; ‘‘ but I believe you mentioned the circumstance 
yesterday, and besides we have the day’s dqty in hand — ^you 
must play us this song which we are to study.” * 

^ It will not serve the turn now,” said Halcro ; “ we must think 
of something that will take in our dear Mordaunt; the first voice 
in the island, whether for a part or ado. I will nevOT be he will 
touch a string to you, imlsss Mordaunt Mertoun is to help us out. 
— ^Whot say you, my fairest Night ? — ^what think yoi^ my sweet 
Dawn of Day?” he added, addressing the yomig wcnisn, up<m 
whom, as we k^vS said elsewhere, he had long l^ore he^wed 
these dlegorical names. 

Mr. Mordaunt Mertoun/’ sdd Miigia, ** has come too late to 
b^of our band on this occasion — ^it is our misfortune^ but it 
^cannot be hdped.* ^ ^ 

"Bow? what?” said Hslero^ hastily—" too lstewa»d 3^ 
haro practised together all your lives ? take my word, 
locMa, that old tunes are sweetest, and old friends surest Mt. 
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CSetdlftid hat Ik fiBe bass, that must be allowed ; but 1 would 
have you trust for the first effect to cue of the tw^^ fine airs 
you ean emg, whm Mordaunt^s t^or joiikb ao weO with yonr own 
witchery^here u my lovely Day approves the change in her* 
heart** ^ * 

You were never in ytm life more mi^alcen, ifiither Halcro/’ 
said Brenda^ her cheeks again reddening^ more with displeasure, 
it seemed, than with shame. 

“ iJay, but how is this 1*’ said *tne old num, ^jausing, and look- 
ing at them alternately. ^ What have Ve got here ?--% cloudy 
night and a red morning 9 — ^that betokens rough weathar.— Whnt 
moans all this, young women avhere lies the offence 7 — In me, 

I fear ; for the blame is alwi^ laid^pon the o\^est when young 
folks like yoif go by the ears.’* 

•* The blame is not with you, father Halci^o,*^ said Minna, rising 
and taking her sister by the arm, “ if indeed there be blame any 
whdre." • 

** I should /ear then, Minna,*’ said MordfUint, endeavouring to 
soften his tone into one of indifferent pleasantry, that tbh new 
comer has brou^t the offence along with him.” 

When no o^nce is taken,** replied Minna, with her usual 
gravity, ** it matters not by whom such may have been offered” 

** Is it possible, Minna 1” exclaimed Mordaunt, “ and is itj^ou 
who Ipeak thuV to me ! — And you too, Brenda, can you teo judg(' 
so harshly of me, yet without permitting me one moment of honeft 
and frank explanation 7” 

“ Those who sliould know best,** answered Brenda, a Jow but 
decisive tone of voice, ** have told us their pleasure, and it must 
be done.-^Si8teB, think we have stayed too long her^ and shall 
be wanted elsewhere. — Mr, Mertoun will excuse us on so busy a 

day.” • % 

^ The mstepi link^ their arms together. Halcro in vain endear 
vounsd tOstop them, middng, at the same tjpe, a theatrical 
geetm#, and exclaiming, 

"Kow, Bay and Night, but this is wondrous strange !” 

Then turned to Hordaunt Merfrmn, and added-^^^ The girls are , 
possessed with the spirit of mutability, showing, as our Master 
^xaiBer well ssith, that 

^AjuofRg an living oreatnres, more <0- lesso,, ^ 

diAUfea atm dtm retgn, «nd Imep the greater swov.* 
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Captain Cleveland,’* he continued, ‘‘know you anyl^b^ that 
lias happened to put these two juvenile Graces^ut tune 
*‘He will lose his reckoning/’ answered ^eveland, “that 
spends time in inquiring why the wind shifts a point, why a 
womajd changes her mind. Were I Mr. Mordaunt, I would not 
ask the proud wenches another questlov^ on such a sulject.” 

“It is a friendly advice, Captain Cleveland,” replied Mor- 
daunt, “ and I will not hold it^the less so that it has been given 
unasked. Allow me to inquire'if you are yourself as indifferent 
to the (jpinion of yoiu‘*female friends, as it seems you would 
have me bo?” • 

“ Who, I ?” said the Captain, with w air of frahk indiflfer- 
ence ; “ I never thought twiee upon^such a subject. I never saw 
a woman worth thinking twice about after th8 anchor was 
ari)eak — on shore rit^ another thing ; and I will laugh, sflig, 
dance, and make love, if they like it, with twenty girls, •Vere 
they but half,, so pretty as those who have left us, and m*ake 
them heartily welconse to change their course in t^io sound of a 
boatswain’s whistle. It Will be odds but I wear as fast* as 
they can.” ^ 

A patient is seldom pleased with that sort of consolation 
wi^ioh is founded on holding light the malady of which he 
comjplains; and Mordaunt felt disposed to be offended with 
Captain*'Cleveland, both for taking notice of his embarrassAent, 
afiid intruding upon him his own opinion, and he replied, 
therefore, somewhat sharply, “that Captaim* Cleveland’s senti- 
ments were only suited to such as had the art to become 
universal favountes wherever chance happened to throw them, 
and who cjuld not lose in one place more th^ 4heir merit was 
sure to gain for them in another.” 

This was spoken irotically; but there was, to confess the 
truth, a superior knowledge of the world, anff a oon^aousness of 
external merit at least, about the man, which rendered his 
interference doumy disagreeable. As Sir Lucius O’Tiigger says, 
there was an air. of success about Oaptiun Cleveland which was 
mighty provoking. Young, handsome, aud Well assured, his 
air of nautical bluntness sat naturally aud easily upon him, and 
was perhs^ paiWlaffly well fitted to the simide maifilm of 
the remote country in which he found himsdf; and wheare, 
even in the best famUks, a greater d^ree of refinement might 
have rdhdered his Sonvemation rather less acceptalde. He was 
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oolitefitted, in the proseat iaatanoe, to smile good-humouredly at 
the obvious dkc^teut of Mor^uut Mertoua^ and fepliod, 
You arejmgry with me, my good friend^ but you cannot make 
me engry with you. The fair hands of aA the pretty women I * 
ever saw in my life would never have fished me up out of the 
Koost of Sumburgh. pray, do not quarrel* with me ; for 
here ia Mr. Halcro witness that 1 have struck both jack and 
topsail, and ahould you fire a broadside intg me, cannot return 
a single shot.’* ^ 

** Ay, ay,” said Halcro, “ you must be friends with *Captain 
Cleveland, Mordaunt. Never quarrel with your frienfl because 
a woman is whimsical. Why,* nfan, if they kept one humour, 
how the devilicould we make^o many songs on .them as we do ? 
Even old Diyden himself, glorious old John, could have said 
little^bout a girl that was always of onefn?h4 — as well write 
verajs upon a mill-pond- It is your tides and your roosts, and 
your currents and eddies, that come and go, and tebb and flow 
(byi Heaven I 4 run into rh3rme when so*much as think upon 
them), that smile one day, rage the next, flatter and devour, 
delight and ruinous, and so forth — it is these that give the rcnl 
soul of poetry. Did you never hear my -Aiieu to the Lass of 
Northmaven — that was poor Bet Stimbister, whom I call 
for ttie sound^j sake, as I call myself Hacon after my g^cat 
ancestor Hacon Goldemund, or Haco with the goldeif mouth, 
who came to the. island with Harold Harfager, and was hUs 
chief Scald? — W^, but where was I? — Oh, ay^poor Bet 
Stimbister, she (and partly some debt) was the ciiuae of my 
leaving the isles of Hjaltland (better so called than Shetland, 
or Zetland even), ^nd taking to the broad world. L have hiui 
a tramp of it since that time — I have battled my way through 
the world, Captain, as a man of molJ may, that has a light 
" headi^ ^ %At purse, and a heart as light as them both — fought 
my Wly, and paid my way — that is, either with money or wit — 
have seen kings changed and deposed, as you Would turn a 
tenant out of scathold- — knew all the wits of the age, and 

especially the glorious Jolfh Diyden — what in the islands 

can say as much, barring lying ? — I had a pinch out of his own . 
snuff-^tox~I will tell you hoW I came l^such promotion.” 

" Ihit the song, Mr. Halcro,” said Captain Cleveland. 

‘‘The answered Balcro, seizing Captain^ the 

button, — for he was too much accustomed to have bis audience 
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escape £tx>in him during recitation, not to put in praetiee dl Qm 
usual means of prevention ,—'' The songt Vhy I gave A 
of it, with fifteen others, to the immortal John. JTou shaQ 
“hear it — you shall hlar them all, if you will but stand still a 
moment ; and you too, my dear boy, Mordaunt Mertoun, I have 
scarce heard s? word from your moufti these six monfts, and 
now you are running away from me.*' So saying^ he secured 
him with his other hand. •• 

'' Nay, now he* has got us both in tow," said the seaman, 
“ there Ss nothing for it but hearing him out, though h^ sfdns 
as tough i yam as ever an old man-of-war*s*man twisted on the 
watch at midnight ’* ^ • 

“ Nay, now, be silent, be silent^ and let one of us speak at 
once," said the poet,, imperatively ; while Cleveland and Mor- 
daunt, looking at* ejlch other with a ludicrous expresshai of 
resignation to their fate, waited in submission for the well-known 
and inevitable tale. I will tell you all about it,” continued 
Halcro. " I was knocked about the world likef other young 
fellows, doing this, that, and t'other, for a livelihood ; for, 
thank God, I could turn my hand to anything-n-but loving still 
the Muses as much «s if the ungrateful jades had found me, like 
8(f,many blockheads, in my own coach-and-six. However, I 
heli out till my cousin, old Lawrence Linklettei; died, and left 
me the filt of an island yonder ; although, by the way, Oultmal- 
ufdie was as near to him as 1 was ; but Lawrence loved wit, 
though he had little of his own. Well, he fefb me the wee bit 
island — it is as barren as Parnassus itself. What then \ — I have 
a penny to spend, a penny to keep my purse, a ^ny to give to 
the poor-~«ay, and a bed and a little ibr a firiend, as you shall 
know, boys, if you will ^ hack with me when merriment 
is over, — But where wasl in my story?" 

"Near port, I hope," answered Cleveland; but Balcro was 
too deterz^ed % narrator to be interrupted by the broadei^ 
hint • 

" Oh, ay," he Tesumed, with the selfnaatisfie^i ak of one who 
hEs recover^ the thread Of a stoory, *^1 was in my old lodgings 
• in Bussel Streel^^witb old fiznotiiy Thimblethwaite, the Sister 
Fashions, then the befcJmown min about town. Ha miidih for 
all the wits, and for ^the dull boobies of Ibrtuiiie besidiifii, and 
made the one pay fjpt the other. He never denied a wit credit 
save Inkiest, or fi»r thowsake of geUing a repartee ; and he wee 
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in isbmspcfadme^ with all that was w(»^ knowing about 
town. *Ho had letters from Orowne^ and Tate, and Phor, and 
Tom and all the £unons fddowa of the time, with such 

of wit) iha4 there was no reading them without laughing 
ready to die, andP all ending with craving a farther term for 
payrnfflit** 

** I should have thought the tailbr would have found that jest 
rather saiions,” said Mordaont 

Ifot a bit-r-not a bit,” replied^his eulogist ; Tim Thimble- 
thwaite (he was a Cumb^land mlui by birtH) had the soul of a 
prinoe — ay, and died with the fortune Of one ; for woe betide 
the cusitard-goiged alderman that came under Tim*s geose after 
he had got 8ne of ^ose l6tter%<-«egad, he was sure to pay the 
kain 1 Why, Thimblethwaite was tliought to be the original of 
little Tom Bibber, in glorious John's comedy of the Wild 
Gallant; and 1 know that he has trusted ay, and lent John 
moneys boot out of his own pocket, at a time when all his 
fine Court friends blew cold enough. He trusted me too, and I 
have been two months on the score at a« time for my upper 
rooift. To be* sure, I was obliging tn his way — not tlfht I 
exactly could sha^ or sew, nor would that have been decorous 
, for a gentleman of good descent ; but I — eh, eh — I drew bills — 
summed up the books” ^ « 

** Oani^ home the clothes of the wits and aldermen, and 
lodgirig for yoa:^ labour,” interrupted Cleveland. 

No, no — damn it, no,” replied Halcro ; “ no such thing—# 
you put me out in my story — ^where was I ?” 

** Nay, the de)^ help you to the latitude,” said the Captain, 
extricating his button from the gripe of the unmerciful bareVs 
finger and thumb, ** for I have no time to take an observation.” 
So saying, he bolted from the room. 

A fiffly, ill-bred, conceited fopl,” saii Halcro, looking after 
him ; witl^as litrie manners as wit in his empty coxcomb. I 
wonAer what Magn^ and these silly wenches can see in him — 
tdGfii such damnable long-winded stories, ^too, about his 
adventures and sea-fights — every second word. a lie, I doubt 
not. Mordaunt, my dear l^y, take example by that man — that 
is, take warning by him — ^never tell long stories about yourself. 
You are sometimes given to |alk too nmch aliout your own 
explcats on drags and skerries, ^ the like, which only breaks 
oonv^aatimi^ prevenfri olher folk from being heari Now 



142 


WAVEKLEV^ NOVELS. 


1 Bd6 you are impatient \o hear out what I waa saying — Stop, 
whereabouts was I ♦ 

I we must put it off, Mr. Halcro, tmtil aft^ dinner^’* 
said Mordaunt, who also meditated his esoc^, though desirwi 
^ of effecting it with iqpre delicacy towards hii^old acquaintance 
than^Oaptain Cleveland had thought it necessaiy to use. 

Nay, my dear boy,” said Halcro^ seeing himself about to 
be utterly deserted, do not you leave me too — never take so 
bad an example as to set light by old acquaintance, Mordaunt. 
I have wandered^ nfany a weafy step in my day ; but they were 
always lightened wheir 1 could get hold of the arm of an old 
friend lil^ yourself.” 

So saying, he quitted the y#u^h’s coat, and, slidfbg his hand 
gently under his arm, grappled Mm more effectually , to which 
Mordaunt submitted, a little moVed by the poem's observation 
upon the unkindncin of old acquaintances, under whiclf ho 
himself was an imniediate sufferer. But when Halcro renewed 
his formidable question, Whereabouts was II” Mordaunt; pre- 
ferrmg his poetry to his prose, reminded him of the song which 
he sLid he had written upon his first leaving Zelland, — a %ong 
to which, mdeed, the inquirer was no stranger, but which, as it 
must bo new to the reader, we shall here insCTt as a favourable 
^cimen of the poetical powers of this tuneful descendant of 
naco the Golden-mouthed ; for, in the opinion of many tolerable 
judges^hc held a respectable rank among the inditers of tnadri- 
^^s of the period, and was as well qualified to give immortality 
to his Nancies of the hills or dales, as many a gentle sonnettcer 
of wit and pleasure about town. He wai something of a 
musiciau also, and on the present occasion seised upon a sort of 
lute, and^ quitting his victim, prepared the instrument for an 
accompaniment, speaking all the while that he might lose 
no time. « 

learned the lute,” he said, ^‘firom the same man whe 
taught honest ShadweU — plump Tom, as th*ey used to call him 
— somewhat ro&ghly treated by the glorious John, you remember 
—Mordaunt, you remember — 

^ * MetMnks I see the new AriomsaO, 

The lute still trembling undemesth thy usil , 

At thy weU^harpen'd thnmbi fioin shore to shore, 

The trebles ^nesk tor fefi^, the besses roar/ 

Come, I am indiff^^Hy in tune now — what was it to bef — ay. 
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1 romembecwnay, The Idiss of Northmaven is the ditty — ^poor 
Bet Stimbieter 1 have called her Mary in the vmes. Betny 
dnes vreH for an*£iiglish song ; but Maiy is more natuiajl here/* 
3o itBer aSshort prelude, he sung, with a tolerable voice 

and saii]%tasti^ the following verses : — ^ 

** Fkrewell to Northmaven, ** The vows thou hast broke, 

Grey Hillswicke, fai swell I On the Wildxurronts fling thoui ; 

To the calms of thy haven, On the^'^mck&and and 

The storms on thy fell — Let the mermaidens sing thoiu 

To each breeze that can vary New sweetness theyll give her 

The moSi of thy mam, , o Bewildering stram , 

And to thee, bonny Mary 1 ^ But there’s one who will never 

We meet iv>t again. ^ Believe them again. 

Harewell the wild ferry, ^ “ Oh wore tKere an island, 

Which Hacon could bravo, Though^sver so wild. 

When the peaks of the Skerry Where woman could smile, and 
Were white In the wave. No man be begdiled — 

lliere’s a maj4 oiay look ovor Too tempAng a snare 
* These wild waves m vam — poor mortals were given, 

For the skiff of her lover — And the hope would hx there, 

He comes not%gaiir. That should anchor on heaven ! ” 

• 

I see you are softened, my young friend,” said Halcro, when 
he ha^ finished ^lis song ; “ so are most who hear that sanje diity 
Words and music both mine own ; and without saying much of 
the wit of it, there is a sort of eh — eh — simplicity ami truth 
about it, which geft its way to most folk’s heart. )Evt‘ i your 
father cannot resist it — and he has a heart as impenetrable to 
poetry and song as Apollo himself could draw an arrow against 
But then he has* had some ill luck in his time with the women- 
foUc, as is plain from his owing them sijph a grudge. — Ay, ay, 
there the charm lies — none of us but has felt the same sore in 
our da(jr/ But come, my dear boy, they arc mustering in the 
hal^ men and women both — ^plagues as they art, wo should get 
on 21 without them — but before we go, only mark the last turn — 

• And the tape would fix there,' — 

that is, in tiie supposed island^— a place wbi^b 'neither was noi 
w31 be-— 


That sbould andior bn heaven.' 
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Now you aee^ my good youiig there ere here none of ji^our 
hea^enieh rente, which Bocheater, Etheridge^ end these ^d 
folk^s,. used to string together. A pareoji might dug the 
and hie clerk bear the burden — ^but there te the conlbuhdi^ 
. bell — we must go no^^ — but never mind — ^we*!! get into a quiet 
com^ at night, and I'll tell you all about it.*' 


‘CHAPTER THIRTEENTH. 

Full in the midst the polish'd table shines. 

And the bright gobletn, ^ch with generous winU : 

Now each partakes the feast, the wine pr4^)aree, 

Pornoos tlie food, and eoda the portion stuuns , 

Nor till tl^ rage of thirst and hunger ceased, ^ 

To the*hi|p host approach'd the sagacious guest. 

ODYBSErr 

The hospitalSlc profiision of Magnua Troil's board, the number 
of guests who feasted incthe hs^, the much greater number oi 
retainers, attendants, humble Mends, and domestics of every 
possible description, who revelled without,* with the multitude oi 
l)ie still poorer, and less honoured assistants, who came from 
^ery hamlet or township within twenty' miles round, to share 
th6 bq^inty of the munificent Udaller, were such as altogether 
^tonished Triptolemus Yellowley, and made him internally doubt 
whether it would be prudent in him at this time, and amid the 
ftill glow of his hospitality, to propose to tfie host who presided 
over such a splendid banquet, a radical change in the whole 
customs and usages of this country. ^ 

True, the sagacious Triptolemus felt consmous that he pos- 
sessed in his own persqn wisdom far superior to thnt of all the 
assembled feasters, to say nothing of t^e landlord, agmnct whose 
prudence the veiy extent of his hospitality fofmOd, ih YeRowIey's 
opinion, BUlS|deht evidence. But yet the Amphhayoii with wtlom 
one dinea, holds, ibr the time at least, an influence over the 
grinds of his most distinguished gj^ests j and if the dinner be 
in good style, and ^ wines of the right quality, it is humbling 
to see that neitber nor wisdom, scarce cactemal rank 
can assume their natural and Wonted superiority ov^ tihe die* 
tnbutor of these good thinga» until coffee has bew brought In. 
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Inptglemus fdit the full weight of this temporary superiority^ 
yet he was desirous to do somethiug that might vindicate the 
vaunts he had |eade to his sister and his feibw-traveiler, and 
he stole a look ^ them from time to tiipe» to mark whether h<4 
was not^smking in their esteem from postponing his promised 
lecture on the enormities of Zetland. 

But Mrs. Barbara wA busily engaged in noting and register- 
ing the waste incurred in such an entertainment as she had pro- 
bably never before looked upon, and in •admiring the host^s 
indifference to, and the guests’ absolute jiegligence of, those rules 
of civility m which her youth had been brought^ up. The 
feastdhi de|^red to be helped from a dish which was unbroken, 
and might have figured at supper, ^th as much freedom as if it 
had undergqpe the ravages «f h^f^dozeu guests , and no one 
sejmed to care — ^the landlord himself leash of^all — whether those 
dishes only were consumed, which, froili their nature, were 
incapable of re-appearance, or whether the assault was extended 
to the substantial rounds of beef, i)asties, imd so ftrtb, which, by 
thg niles of good housewifely, were d^tmed to stand two attacks, 
and which, therefore, according to Mrs. Barbara’s ideas of polite- 
ness, ought not to have been annihilated by the guests upon the 
first onset, but spared, like Outis in the cave of Polyphemus, Jo 
be devoured the last. Lost in the meditations to which tlf^e 
breajfhes of convivial discipline gave rise, and in the (MyiteifipLor 
tion of an ideal larder of cold meat winch she could haj^e 
saved out of the wreck of roast, boiled, and baked, siifi.cient to 
have supplied her cupboard for at least a twelveiponlh, Mrs. 
Barbara cared very little whether or not her brother supported 
in its extent the character which he had calculated upon 
assuming. * * 

Mordarmt Mertoun also was conversant with far other thoughts 
than those which regarded the proposed reformer of Zetland 
enormities. • His seat was betwixt two blithe maidens of Thule, 
who, not taking scorn that he had upon othef oc^ions given 
prefearenoe to ^e daughters of the Udaller, were glad of the 
chance whidi aas]giied to th^ the attentions of so distinguished 
a gallant^ who, as being Aeir squire at the feast, might in all 
probability become their partner in the subseqimnt dance. But, 
ivbilet tendmng to his &ir neighbours all the usual attentions 
which socm^ required, Miordaunt kept up a oovart, but aocmate 
and (dose observatioa, upon his estranged fnends, Mhuia and 
" vou xm, X. 



146 


WAVEBLICT lfOTPJ.S 


Brenda. The Udalier hmuielf had ftshare of h!s attention ^ Init 
in him he could remark nothing, exoefit the tumid tone of hearty 
and Bom^hat hoisterous hospitality, idth which he wee acomh 
tpmed to animate the braquet upon ^ sudb oecWona of general 
feativity. But in the Offering mien of the two ntaidefiB thm 
waa much more room for painful remark. 

Captain Cleveland sat betwixt the sii^bers, was sedulous in his 
attentions to both, and Mordaunt was so placed, that he could 
observe all, and hear a great de^d, of what passed between them. 
But Clevdand^B peoulia!: regard seemed devoted to the elder 
sister. Of tins the younger was perhaps conscious, for more 
than once her eye glanced towards Mordaunt, and, as he thought, 
with something in it which j-esemMed regret for the interruption 
of their intercourse, and a sad rmnembrance of fonjer and more 
friendly times ; while Minna was exclusively engrossed by ilje 
attentions of her neighbour ; and that it should be so, filled 
Mordaunt with surprise and resentment. 

Minna, the 'senoui^ the prudent, the reserved, whose countc< 
nance*, and manners indica^d so much elevation of charketer^ 
Minna, the lover of solitude, and of those paths of knowledge in 
which men walk best without company — the enemy of light 
u^th, the friend of* musing melancholy, and the frequenter of 
foiintain^heads and pathless glens — she whose character seemed, 
in shortj^tlie very reverse of that which might be captivat^ by 
t]}e bold, coarse, and daring gallantry of such a man as this Cap' 
tarn Cleveland, gave, nevertheless, her eye mid ear to ^ 
sat beside her at table, with an interest and e. graciousaess of 
attention, which, to Mordaunt, who wdl knew how to judge of 
her feelings by her manner, intimated a degree of the highest 
favour. Re observed this, and his heart rose against the favourite 
by whom he had. been superseded, as w^ as against Mbma’s 
indiscreet departure from her own character. 

** What is there about the mm,*' he said witi^mhinsse^^ more 
than the bol^ aiid daring assumption of importance whix^ is de* 
rived firom success in petty enterprises, and the exertise of petty 
despotism over a ship*8 crew ? — ^His vmy langt^ige is more pro- 
regional than is us^ the Snpe^ cheers of the BiitiBh 
navy ; and the wit w^ch has exc^ so many smiles, seems to 
me such as Minna w^d not Mmeify ba^ endnued la^ 
sCtint. Even Brenda seems leas taken with his Ihan 

Hinna^ whom it should have siuted so little ” 
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MiKilaiuit waf} doubly luistaken m tboso hia angry speculatioiiB. 
In fiiBt p3noo» with an eye which was^ in aome rapeota, that 
riral, he oii^cided far too aevarely the manners and behaTiour 
of Oaptain Ci^eland. Th^ were unpolished, certainly ; whi^h 
was c^the less consequence in a ootinfty inhabited by so pkm 
and simple a race as the ancient^^Zetlanders. On the othbr hand, 
there was an open, nai^ frankness in Clevdand’s bearing — ^much 
natural shrew^ess — some appropriate humour — an undoubting 
confidence in himself — and that enterprising hardihood of dis- 
position, which, without any other reqpmnmdable quality, very 
often loads to success with the fair sex. But Mordaunt was 
fi^rther imstaken, in supposing that Cleveland was^likely to lx; 
disagreeable to Minna Troil,^rf account of the opposition of their 
characters m so many material pajfticulara his knowledge 
of the worla been a little more extensive, might have observed, 
ttiat as unions are often formed betwixt ((tuples ditfering in com- 
plcSonand stature, they take place more frequently betwixt 
persona totally differing in feelings, in tyte, in^ursmts, and in 
i^detstanding ; and it would not saying, perhaps, to^ much, 
to aver, that two-thirds of the marriages around us have been 
contracted betwixt persons, who, judging dprion^ we should have 
thought had scarce any charms for each other. 

A moral and primary cause might be easily assigned for these 
anomalies, in the wise dispensations of Providence, tha^th^gene- 
ralWanceof wit, wisdom, and amiable qualities of all kii|(ls, 
should be kept up through society at large. For, what a world 
were it, if the^v^ were to intermarry only with tiae wise, the 
learned with the learned, the amiable with the amiaUe, nay, even 
the handsome with the handsome? mid, is it not evident, that tlio 
degraded castdb of the foolish, the ignorant, the bnfbal, and the 
d^fomed (comprdiending, by the way^far the greater portion of 
mankind), must, when condemned to exclusive^intercourse with 
eadi <|tbei^ become gradually as much brutalised in person and 
d]|l|k)idi^<)tt ^ ^ many oura&gK)utangs? Wiien^ therefore, wc 
see tlw gentle joined to the rude,’* we may lament the fate of 
t)ie in^vidual, but we must not thd less admire the 

tlm moral good and evil of life; — which secures for a frioily, * 
imhappy in diqxiaiticmB of one parent, a share of better a^ 
eweeim tmosmitted from the other, and presses to the 
offiipdiig iSie aflbctianate care and protection of at leaat erne of 



148 WA.VEHLKY NOVELS 

thoee from whom it is laturally due. Without the frequent 
occurrence of such aHiances and unions — ^mis^sorted as 
at first sight — the world could not he that for|Which Eternal 
MYisdom has designed it— a place of mixed good «nd evil — a 
place of trial at once^ ana of sufiTering, where even the worst ills 
are dieckered with something f.hat renders them tolerable tf> 
humble and patient minds, and where the best blessings carry 
with them a necessary alloy of imbittering depreciation. 

When, indeed, we look a littla closer on the causes of those 
unexpected e^nd ill^uited attachments, we have occasion to ac- 
knowledge, that the means by which they are produced do not 
infer that complete departure from, or mconsistency^with,‘"the 
character of the parties, which we might expect when the result 
alone is contempkted. The wise purposes which .Providence 
appears to have had in ^yiew, by permitting such intermixture of 
dispositions, tempers, a*id understandings, in the manned stat^ 
ore not accomplished by any mysterious impulse b]^ which, jn 
contradiction to' the ordinary laws of nature, men or womeh are 
urged tQ an union with those^whom the world see to hs unsnit^le 
to thorn. The freedom of will is permitted to us in the occurrences 
of ordinoiy life, as in our moral conduet; and ^ in the fonner 
as well as the latter oase, is often the means of misguiding thasc 
wlio possess it. Thus it usually happens, mere especially to the 
enthusiastic and imaginative, that, having formed a picture of 
adjpiration in their own inmd, they too often deceive themselves 
by some faint resemblance in some existing being, whom ttieir 
fancy, as speedily as gratuitously, investo with’ali tlie attributes 
necessary to complete the beau idiaX of mental perfection. No 
one perhaps, even in the liappiest marriage, with an object really 
lieloved, ever discovered by experience all the qhalities he ex< 
pectod to possess ; but i^ far too many cases, he finds he has 
practised a much higher degree of mental decepthm, and has 
erected his airy castle of felicity upon some rainbow, wUdi owed 
its very existence^only to the peculiar state of the atmo^be^ 

Thus, MordWt, if better acquainted with life, and Driih the 
course of human things, would have been little sujprised that sudi 
a nnm as Cleveland, handsmne, bold, aSd animated, — man who 
had obviously livod in danger, and who spoke of it as sport, should 
have been invested, by a girl of htinna's fandfid chapter, witii 
an' ditensive shaje of tibOse qualities, whidi, in her acrive imagi* 
nariem, held 4o fill up the aocompUshments of a heroic 
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i^havBcter. The plain bluntness of hia manner^ if remote from 
eourte^, ai^>ear6d at least as widely different fmm deceit ; and, 
uniashioned as^he seemed by forms, he had enough both of natu- 
ral sewe, and Natural good-breeding, to support the delusion te 
had created, at least as far as externals were concemedi It is 
scarce necessary to ad(j^ that th&e observationa apply exclusively 
to what are called love-matches ; for when either party dx theii 
attachment upon the substantial comforts of a rental, or a jointure, 
they cannot be disappointed & the acquisition, although they 
may be crueDy so in their over-estinfhtiou of the hnppmess it 
was^to afford, or in having too slightly anticipated the disadvan- 
tages wit^ which it was to ^lattend^. 

Having a certain partiality for tiie dark betjuty whom we have 
described, we have willingly dedicated thb digression, in order to 
•ocount fof a line of conduct which we illlow to seem absolutely 
unnaturd kx such a narrative as the prisent, though the most 
cetnmon event in ordinary life ; namely, in Minna’s appearing 
to have over-estimated the taste, talent, tuid ability of a baiuUoine 
3 ^ttng man, who was dedicating to her his whole time ahft atten- 
tion, and ifhose homage rendered her the envy of almost all the 
other youhg of that numerous party. Perhaps, if our fair 

readers will take the trouble to consult tneir own bosoms, ^ey 
will be disposed to allow, that the distmguished good tastj exbi- 
bitod by any individual, who, when his attentions wouW bo agree 
able to a whole circle of rivals, selects one as their iudivhkial 
object, entitles Him, on the footing of reciprocity, it on no other, 
to a large shaA of that individual’s favourable, and even partial, 
esteem. At any rate, if the character shall, after all, be deemed 
mconsistent agd unnatural, it concerns not us, who record the 
facts as we find them, and pretend no pnvilege for bringing 
closer to nature those incidents whiclwmay se^ to diverge from 
it ; on for^reduemg to consistence tliat most inconsistent of all 
(^^Batqd thuig8,->^the heart of a beautiful aud^mired female. 

!Niecessiiy, which teaches aU the liberal arts, •can render us 
also adepts in dissimulation ; and Mordaunt^ though a novice, 
failed not to profit in her school. It was manifest, that, in 
Order to observe the demeanour of those on whom his attentions 
was fiif:ed, he must needs put^constraintmn his own, and appear, 
at hMf so much engaged with the damsels betwkt whom ho 
sat, that Minna mtd Brenda should suppose him fhdifierent to what 
-vas passing around him The ready cheerfulness of Mdddir and 
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Olara Ghroatsettera^ who were esteemed coBsiderahle fcwtoeOs in 
the island^ and were at this moment too happy in feeing them^ 
selves seal^ somewhat beyond the sphere of vig^anoe ipflueneed 
by their aunt, the good o’ d Lady Glowrowmm, mht and requited 
the attempts which Mordaunt made to be lively and entertaining; 
and they were so«n engaged in a gay coqyersation, to whioh^ as 
usual on such occasions, the gentleman contributed wit, at what 
passes for such, and the ladies ti^ir prompt laughter and libera] 
applause. But, amidBi this seeming mirth, Mordaunt huled not, 
from time to time, as coVertly as he might, to observe the con- 
duct of the^wo daughters of Magnus ; and still it appeared US 
if the elder, wrapt up in the conreijsation of Cleveland, did not 
cast away a thought on the rest of the company ; and as if 
Brenda, more openly as she conceive his att^tioir withdrawn 
from her, looked with expression both anxious and melancholy 
towards the group of which he himself formed a part. Ho was 
much moved by^the diffidence, as well as the trouble, which her 
looks seemed to convey, and tacitly formed the resolution of 
seeking a more full explanation with her in the course of tlfb 
evening. Noma, he remembered, had stated that thei^ two 
amiable young women were in danger, the nature of which dhe 
lefb^^unexplained, but which he suspected to^ arise out of their 
mistaJ|dDg the character of this daring and all-engrossing 
stranger ; and he secretly resolved, that, if possible^ he woul^ be 
the means of detecting Cleveland, and of saving his early frieuds. 

As he revolved these thoughts, his attention tjp the Miss Groat- 
setters gradually diminished, and perhaps he might altogether 
have forgotten the necessity of his appearing an uninterested 
spectator of ^what was passing, had not the signal «beea given for 
the ladies retiring from table. Minna, with a native grace, 
and somewhat of statelinejs in her manner, bent her head to the 
company in general^ with a kinder and more par|buiar ex- 
pression as h^ ey§ reached Olevdand. Brenda, with the bl^ 
wliich attotded slightest personal ex^on when exposed to 
the eyes of others,! hurried through the same departing ssuubitiQn 
v^h an embarranament which ab^t amounted to awkwardness, 
c but which her ybuth amii timidity rendered at once natural and 
interesting. Agam Hoedaunt thought ths^her eye disti^^ 
hbn amongst jrUMrous oompany. For im first iim fie 
vanturecl to enoinmter and to return the leasee; and etm- 
that he liad dime so doubled ^e glow of Brenda's 
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oouQ|eiuii^ whlie aomet^Lisg rasembling dispiefusure im bleuded 
wi^ bar amaiioiL 

When tika la^es had retired, the loea betook themselTee to 
de^ aod serious drinkiiig, which, according to the fashion of 
^ times, preceded the evening exerfise of the dance. Ohi 
Magnna hixnself, by precept an|^ example, exhorted them u> 
ma^ the best use of Hheir time, since the kdies would soon 
summon them to shake their feet.’’ At the same time giving 
the signal to a grey-headed doi^estic, whq stood behind him in 
the dress of a Dantzic skipper, and who added to many other 
occupaticms that of butler, ** Eric Si^bester,** he tuud, has 
the the Jolly Mariner of Canton, got Imr cargo on 

boards • • 

OhokeM loaded,” answuued thfr Ganymed^ of Burgh Weatra, 
*^with good Nontz, Jamaica sugar, Pprtu^^ lemons, not to 
mention nutmeg and toast, and water tak<m hi from the Shelliooat 
spring.” 

Loud and long laughed the guests at this stated and regular 
j^t betwixt the Udallcr and his butler, Vhich always served as 
a preface to the introduction of a punch-bowl of enormdus size, 
the gift of tba Captain of one of the Honourable East India 
Company's vessels, which, bound from Chipa homeward, had been 
driven north-about* by stress of weather mto Lerwick Bay^mnd 
hajl there contrived to get rid of part of the cargo, withoi^t very 
scrupulously* reckoning for the Kmg's duties. ♦ 

Magnus Troil, having been a large customer, besides other Irise 
obliging Oaptgilr Coolie, had been remunerated, on tho departure 
of the ship, with this splendid vehicle of conviviality, at the very 
sight of wMch, as old £nc Scambester bent under its weight, a 
murmur of d^ause ran through the company. Jhe'good old 
toasts dedicate to the prosperity of Zetland, were then honoured 
with flowing bumpers. “ Death to%e heifd that never wears 
Mlir I” was a sentiment quaffed to the success of the Ashing, 
as^iroposed by the sonorous voice of tiie Ud^^ler. Claud Haloro 
pr<^»cieed with general applause, *‘The health of their worthy 
landmastor, tim sweet sii^ meat-mistresses ; he^th to man, 
death to fish, and growth to the produce of the ground.” The 
mam recmrring sentiment was proposed mpfe coneiaely by i| 
whitoheaded cmnpeer of Magnus Troil, ^ the words, ** Qod open 
mokUii of the grey fish, and keep his hand about the corn 1”^ 
^ DeicHpUon 0 the SheUan^ |i, 470. 
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Full opportunity was afforded to all to honour these inter^txng 
toasts. Those nearest the capaoious Mediterranean of punchy 
were accommodated by the Ud^er with their pcgrtions^ dispensed 
in huge rummer glasses by his own hospitalde l^d, whilst they 
who sat at a greater distance replenish^ their cups by means of 
a rich cilver flagon, facetiously called the Pinnace ; which, filled 
occasionally at the bowl, serv^ to dispet.se its liquid treasures to 
the more remote parts of the table, and occasioned many right 
merry jests on its frequent '^oyages. The commerce of the 
Zetlanders with foreign vessels, and homeward-bound West 
Indiamen,* had early serv^ to introduce among them the general 
use of the^^nerous beverage, with which the Jolly tMariner of 
Oauton was loaded ; nor was thhrc a man in the archipelago of 
Thule more skilled in combining rich ingredionjts, than old 
Itlrie Scambester, who indeed was known far and wide through 
the isles, by the name^of the Punch-maker, after the foshion of 
tlio ancient Norwegians, who conferred on RoUo the Walkgr, 
!uid other herow of their strain, epithets expressive of the feats 
of strength or dexteritj^ in which they excelled all ether men.^ 
The* good liquor was not slow in performing its office of 
exhilaration, and, as the revel advanced, soma ancient Norso 
drinking-songs were spng with great effect by the guests, tending 
to v^ow, that if, from want of exercise, tho martial virtues of 
tbeir ancestors had decayed among the Zetlanders, they co^dd 
still activtiy and intensely enjoy so much of the pleasuies of Val- 
iiaiia as consisted in quaffing the oceans of mead and brown ale, 
which were promised by Odin to those who should ghare Ids Scan- 
dinavian paradise. At length, excited by the cup and song, the 
diffident grew bold, and the modest loquacious — all became* 
desirous of talking, and none were wiUing to listdn — each man 
mounted his own special hobby-horse, and began eagerly to call 
on his neighbours to witifoss his agility. Amongst others, the 
little bard, who had now got next to our fri^d ^orikunt 
Mertoun, evinced^ a positive detenninatiQn to commence and 
conclude, in all its longitude and latitude, the stoiy of his intro- 
duction to glorious John Dryden; and Triptol^us Yellowley, 
air his spirits arose, shaking off a feeling%f involuntary awe, wi^ 
.which he was impipseed by the opulence indicated in all be saw 
around him, as 9^ by the respect paid to Hagime Tnoff 
the assembled guests, began to broach, to the astonished and 
somewhat offended U^ialler, some eff those projects for am^ioratimr 
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the which he had boasted of to his fellow-travellers upon 

their journey of the morning* 

Bat the iimovetions wh^ he sn^^ted, and the r^eption 
which thf met with at tiie hand of Magnus Troil, must be told 
in the next chapter. 


CHAPTER FOURTEENTH. 

Wi’U Iceep our dwtoms — ijAat is law itself, 

But old establishM oustbiui religion 

(1 in^, with one-half<^f the mi^u that use it), 

Sav^the good uee and wont that carri^ t)iem 
To worship how and where their fathc« worshipp'd ? 

411 things resolve in custom — weUl ked^ ours. 

Old 11 . ay 

< 

W^left the cempany of Magnus Tro4 engaged in high wassail 
and revelry. Mordaunt, who, like his lather, slmnned the festive 
cup, did not partake in the cheerfulness which the Ship didused 
among the guests as they unloaded it, and the Pinnace, as it cir- 
cumnavigated the taHe. But, in low spirits as he seemed, loe 
was t^e more meet prey for the story-telling Halcro, who had 
fixed upon him, as in a favourable state to play the part of listener, 
with something of the same instinct that duects the hooded crow 
to the sick sheej^ \tmong the fiock, which will most patiently 
suffer itself to be made a prey of. Joyfully did the poet avail 
hltnself of the advantages afforded by Mordaunt's absence of 
mindy and unwillingness to exert hims^ in mcasures*'of active 
defence. With the unfailing dexterltyjpeculiar to prosers, he 
^ntrived to dribble out his tide to double its usual length, by the 
exarc&e of l^e pri\nlege of unRmitea digressions , so tW the 
Story, like a horse on the gmnd pa$, seemed to beiadvancing with 
rapid^fy, while, in reality, it scarce was progressive at the rate 
of a yard in the qi^^uiier of an hour. At length, however, he had 
disoivBsed, in all its various* bearings and relations, the history 
of his friendly landlord, the master-fashioner in« Russel Street, 
indudmg ashoart sketdi of five df his relatibns, and anecdotes of 
three of hli prinequd rivals, together with some g^end observa- 
tkms upon tlsa dress and fashion of the pe»<^ ; and having 
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matched thua fax through the eaviras^ and outworks of ^ 
he airived at the body of the place, Isr so the Wits’ Oo§k^^ 
might *be termed. He paused on &e thicfihcdd, howeirer, to 
» explain the nature of^is landlord’s right ocoasionajly |o intriide 
himself into this wellimown temple of the Muses. 

It consisted,” said Halcno, ** in the two principal points, of 
bearing and forbearing ; for my ftieiRi Th^blethwaite was a 
person of wit himself, and never quarrelled with any jest which 
the wags who frpqnented that house were flinging about, like 
squibs e^nd crackers on a rejoicing nigbt ; and then, though some 
of the wjts — ay, and I daresay the greater number, mi^t have 
had some dealings with him iu the way of trade, ho ne^er was 
the person to put any man^of geflius in unpleasant remembrance 
of such trifles. ^ And though, my«dear young Ma^jter Mordaunt, 
you may think this ijtbut ordinary civility, because in this country 
it happens seldom tliat there is either much borrowing or l|n(ling, 
and because, praised be Heaven, there ore neither bailifii nor 
ahenff-officerff to tajce a poor fellow by the neck, and because 
thors are no prisons to put him into when they have donp so, 
yet, let me tell you, that such a lamb-like forbearance as that 
of my poor, dear, deceased landlord, ThimbJethwaite, is truly 
jincommon within - the London bills of mortality. I could tell 
3 ^u of such things that have happened (Tven to myself, as well 
as' otl^, with these cursed London tradesmen, as ;would 
^paake your hair stand on end. — But what the aevil has put old 
Magnus into such note ? he shouts as if he were tiying his woioe 
against a north-west gale of wind.” • 

Loud indeed was the roar of the old Udaller, as, worn out of 
patience by the schemes of improvement which the fluster Was 
now undfiimtedly pressing upon his considerafion, he aiiswered 
him (to use on Ossian^ pbr^), like a wave upon a rode 

Trees, Sir Factor — t|Pc not to me of trees 1 I care not 
though there never be one on the islaiid, tsU eaaoSgh to hang a 
oozcconb nigon.* We will have no trees but those fiiet rise in 
our hav^ — the good trees that have yards fbr boi^hs, and 
« standing riggiflg for leaves.” ^ 

** But touching the draining of tlie lake of Braebaeter, whereof 
I e^ke to yotg i&xpm Tron,** answered the pm^enng 
egrieulturist, 1 opine nTbuId be of so ccnSegiienM 

there are two«ways,-^own the XJx&later glen, or hy tlm 
mester bum. Stew, having taken the level of both”^-~ 
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^ Thm a third way, Master Yeilowley/’ answered the 
kmdloxd* 

^'Irprdfeea I csh sea none,'* readied Triptdemns, with as 
mnicdi goodb&ith aA a joker oc^d desire the subj^ of his 
wit, ^'in respect that the hill called Braehaster on the south, 
and aae high bank on thg north, of whilk I caipiot oany tho 
name rightly in my head" 

** Do not tell us of hills and banks, Master Yollowley— there 
is a third way of draining the loclii and it is the only way that 
shall be t^ed in my day. You say my Lord Ohaml^lcdn and 
I are the joint proprietors — so be it — let each of us jstart an 
equal pr<^orfton of brandy, lime-jpice, and sugar, into the loch 
— a ship's cargo or two will do Ihe jcjj — let us assemble all the 
joDy Udallera •of the country^ and in twenty-lbur hours you 
shalksee dry ground where the loch of Braebaqf^or now is." 

A loud laugh of applause, which for a time actually silenced 
Triptolemus, attended a je^ so very well suited to time and 
place — a jolly toast was given — a merry spng waS sung — the 
Shiff unloaded W sweets — the Pinnace made its genial rounds 
— ^e duet betwixt Magnus and Triptolemus, which had at- 
^ tracted the attenfiem of the whole company from its superior 
vehemence, now once more sunk, and merged into the general^ 
bum of the convivial table, and the poet Halcro ugam resumed 
his usurped possession of the ear of Mordaunt Mertoun. ^ * 

Whereabouts was 1 1" he said, with a tone which expresset), 
to his weary listenq| more plainly than words could, how much 
of his desultory ttde yet remained to be told. “ Ok, I remem- 
ber-^we were just at the door of the Wits’ Coffeehouse — it was 
set up by one"— y— 

** Ni^, but, my dear Master Halcro," said his he^ffer, some- 
what impatiently, I am desirous to heq^ of ycMi meetmg with 
'Dr|de^” 

mth glbrious Jdmt — true — ay — where was I? At 
the Wits' Coffeehouse — Well, in at the door we gtt-^the waiters, 
and s6 forth, staring at me ; for as to Thimblethwalte, honest 
fellow, his was a w^-knowp face. — I can teU y<m a story about 
that”— — 

Kay, but John Dtyden," s^d Mordagmt, in a t<me whieb 

Ay, ay, gXmious John — ^where was I ? — Well, as we stood 
dkm & b«r, iriiere one Mow sat grinding of eoffee, and 



156 WAVERLOT KOVELS. 

another putting up tobacco into penny parcels — « pipe and a 
dish cost just a penny — then and there it was that 1 had the 
first peep of him. One Depnis sat near hint, who ** — - 

^^Nay, but Johu^Diyden — what like was he?" demanded 
Mordaunt. 

“ Like a lijitle fat old mad, with ^ own grey hair, and in a 
full trimmed black suit, that sat close as a glove. Honesf 
Thimblcthwaite let no one but himself shape for glorious John, 
and he had a si^^hing han^ at a sleeve, I promise you — But 
there is no getting a«mouthful of common sense spol^ here — 
d — n tljat Scotchman, he and old Magnus are at it agajp 

It was very true ; and although the interruption did not 
resemble a thunder-clap,^ to which the former stentorian excla- 
mation of the Udaller might have been likened^ it was a close 
and clamorous dispute, maintained by question, answer, retort, 
and repartee, as closely huddled upon each other as the sounds 
which announce from a distance a close and sustained fire of 
musketry. ^ ** 

‘4 Hear reason, sir V* said the Udaller ; we Mil hear rmson, 
and speuik reason too ; and if reason fall short, we shall have 
rhyme to boot. — Ha, my little friend Halcrol” 

^ Though cut off'in the middle of his be.st story (if that could ' 
be said to have a middle which had “"neither beginning nor * 
end), bard bristled up at the summons, like a corps of light 
^infantry, when ordered up to the support of the grenadiers, 
looked smart, slapped the table with his h^ud, and denote his 
becoming readiness to back his hospitable landlord as becomes 
a well-entertained guest. Triptolemus was a little daunted at 
this reinforcement of his adversary ; he paus^, like a cautious 
gmieral, In the sweeping attack which he had commenced on 
the peculiar usages Zetland, and spoke not again until tho 
Udaller poked him with the insulting query, “ V^ere k your , 
reason now, Master Yellowley, that you we3% deafening me with 
a moment ^ince ?" 

but patient, worthy sir,” replied ihe agricttlturkt ; 

“ what on earth can you or other man say in defence of 
that thing you call a plough, in this blinded country ? Why, 
even the savage Hij^laDdmen, in Caithness and Sutheriand, 
can make more vniOfk, and bett^, with their gesmomh, car 
ever they call 41” 

“ But what afis you at it, sir?” said the Udaller; ^lefc me 
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haar yoQt otyectionB to it. It tills our laud, and what vould 
ye moreV' 

** It hafli but onj handle or atilt/’ replied Triptolemus.* 

** And who the "^deTil,” said the poet, auniiig at somethinji; 
smart, ** w^uld wish to need a pair of stilts, if he can manage 
to walk with a single one t” 

Or tell me/* smd Magnus Troil, “ how it wete possible for 
Neil of Lnpness, that lost one arm by his fhll irom the crag of 
Nekbreckan, to manage a plough w^th two handles?” 

“ The harness is of raw seal-skin/* said Jnptolemus. 

“ It will save dressed leather/’ answered Magnus Troil* 

‘‘ It ft by four wretched bullocks,” said the’*agricul- 

turist, ** that are yoked breast-faJhion , and two women must 
follow this unlmppy instrument, and ^mplete the furrows with 
a co^le of shoTels.” ^ 

Drink about, Master Yellowley,” said tJ^e^TJdaller ; “and, 
as yo\j my in Scotland, ‘ never fash your thmnl> * Our cattle 
are too high-spirited to let one go before the other ; our men 
are Joo gentle* and well-nurtured to^tak^ tlie working-l^eld 
without the women’s company ; our ploughs till our land — our 
land bears us baiiey ; we brew our ale, eat our bread, and 
Mnake Strangers welcome to their share of it. Here’s to you, 
Master Yellowley.” • 

Thu^was said in a tone meant to be decisive of the questioi ; 
and, accordingly,* Halcro whispered to Mordaunt, Ttftt has 
settled the matter, and now we will get on with glorious John. ’ 
— There he sat ig'his suit of full-trimmed black; tw^ years 
due was the bill, as mine honest landlord afterwards told me, 
— and such an eye in his head 1—none of your burning, blight- 
ing, falcon eyes, ’\fhich we poets are apt to make a rout about, 
—bat a soft, full, thoughtful, yet penetrating glance — never 
saw the like of it in my life, unless it werJ little Stephen Klean- 

CQgg^, fidMler, at Papastow, who 

Nay, but JoM Dryden ?” said Mordaunt, who, for want of 
better amusement, had begun to take a sort of Jileasure in 
kee^ung tiie old g^tleman to his narrative, aar men herd a 
restive sheep, when they with to catch him. He returned to 
his thmne> with his usual phrase of Ay, true— glorious John 
— sir, he cast hk ^e, siiclf as I havc^described it, <«i my 
brndlmd, and ^Honest Tim/ said he, ^what hast thim got 
l^erel* all the wits, and lords, and gentl^mon, that ^used 
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to crowd round him, like the weuchee round a pedlar at a falr^ 
they made way for us, and up we ci»ne to the filcsidb^ where 
he had his own established cham, — have {leard it was carried 
to the balcony in summer, but It was by the fireside when I saw 
it, — so up came Thu Thimbletbwaite, thiough ibb midst of 
them, as bold as a lion, imd 1 followed with a small pared 
under my arhi, which I had taken up partly to oblige my land- 
lord, as the shop-porter was not in the way^ and partly that I 
might bo thought to have something to do there, for you are 
to think there *was no admittance at the Wits’ for Strangers 
who hwi no business there. — I have heard that Sir Charles 
Sedley feid a good thing about that ^ 

** Nay, but you forget gloAatx John,” said Mordaunt, 

Ay, glorious you well call him. They talk of their 
Blackmore, and Shadwcll, and such like, — not fit to tie the 
latchets of John's shoes — ‘Well,* he said to my landlord, ‘udiat 
have you got there V and he, bowing, I warrant, lower tljan he 
would to a duko, said he had made bold to come and show him 
stuff which Lady Elizabeth had chose for her nightgown. 
— ‘ And which of your geese is that, Tim^ who has got it ticked 
under his wing?’ — ‘He is an Orkney goosr, if it please you, 
Mr. Dryden,’ said Tun, who had wit at will, ‘and he hath 
^brought you a copy of verses for yout honour to look at.’ — ‘ le 
ho amphibious r said glorious John, taking the papei^-^-and 
mcthd&ght I could rather have faced a batterj of cazmon than 
the crackle it gave as it opened, though he did not speak in a 
way to dash oue neither ; — and then he 'forked at the vemes, 
and he was pleased to say, in a very encouraging way indeed, 
with a sort of good-humoured smile on his faee, and certainly, 
for a fat elderly gentleman, — for I would fiot oompare it to 
Minna's smile, or Brenda’s, — he had the pleasant^ smik I 
over saw,—* li^y, Tim,’ he said, ‘ this goose of yours will prove 
a swan on our hands/ With that he smibd a little^ and they 
all laughed, ard none louder than those wIk) stood too off to 
hear the jest ; for every one knew wb^ he smiled tiiere was 
something worth laughing at, and so took it upon trust ; and 
0ie word passed through among the yoimg Templars, and the 
wits, and the<smailB^ and there was notlj^ but question on 
question who we w%m ; and tne fellow wes to 

UH them ft endy Hoosiour Tim Thimblethwaite ; but iit 
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work with hia Bumbtotate asid Timbletate^ that I 

his incidaiiAtion would haVe lasted” 

**M long as ^rpur own atoiy/’ thought Mordauut^ but the 
lUtneaMve was ait length ILoally out i^rt^ by the stx*t»ig and 
deidded lAtoe olt&e Udalkr. ^ 

1 win hear no more on it, Mr^ Factor,” he esokumed. • 

^ At least let me eayttomething about the bi^ed of horeea,” 
said Yellowley, in rather a cry-mercy tone of voice. “ Your 
horses, tny dear air, resemlde ^ts in ayse, and tigers in 
devilry 1” ^ • 

“ For their aiae,” aaid Magnus, they are the easier for ua to 
get oS mnd them^ — [aa ^ptolemus experienced thia morn* 

ing, thought ifordaunt to hima^] — and, as for their devilry, 
let no one mount them that cgnnot nfftnage thetg.” 

A twinge of self-conviction, on the partLof the agriculturist, 
presented him from reply. He darted a ^precatory glance at 
Mordahnt, as if for the purpose of imploring secrecy respecting 
his &mble ; and the Udaller, who saw his advantage, although 
lie was not aware of the cause, pursued ft with the hig^ and 
stem tone proper to one who had all iSs life been unaccustomed 
to meet with, an4 unapt to endure, opposition. 

** By the blood of Bt Magnus the Martyr,^’ he said, ** but you 
are a fine firilow, Master Factor Yellowley I You come to gS 
from a strange land, imderstandmg neither our laws, nor s^ur 
maim&a, nor otfi^ language, and you propose to become governor 
of Idie country, and that we should all be your slaves]” * 
** My pupiia, ijcMhy air, my pupils I” aaul Yellowley, “ and 
that only for your own proper advantage.” ' 

We are too old to go to adiool,” said the Zetlander. I 
tefi you once more, we will sow and reap our grain as our 
did^we wfil eat what God sends us, with our doors 
open to the i^ranger, even as thein ^eore opeft. If there is 
imperfeot iz^our praofiu^, we will amend it in time and 
seasbti r but the blessed Baptist’s holiday was«niade for light 
hearts imd ijuiok heels. He that speaks a word mcftre of reason, 
m yuu csB it, or anything that l^ks like it, shall swallow a 
pint of sewwater-^he shall,*by ^lis hand ! — and .so fill up the 
good idiip, the Jolly Mariner of Canton, once more, for the 
hshSfit ii those that win stick by her ; alhd let the rest have a 
ling witti tite ilddlein, who hav^ been summoning^ ns this hour. 

. I wld wwmmt every wench is on tiptoe ly ^is rime. Pome, 
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Mr. YeHowley, no nnkindnoBa, man — why, man, thou feeloftt 
the rolKng of the Jolly Mmiher still” — {for, in thitii, honest 
Triptolemus showed a little unsteadinese of motioi], as be rose 
to attend his host) — but never mind, we shall have thee find 
* thy land-legs to reel if with yonder bonny belTefl. OU^e along, 
Triptolemus — ^let^ grapple ^thee fast, lest thou old Trip- 
tolemus — ha, Ha, ha I” ^ 

So saying, the portly though weatherbeaten bulk the 
“Jdaller i^led off l^e a man-^-war that had braved a hundred 
gales, having his 'guest in tow like a recent prize. The greater 
port of the revellers followed their leader with loud jnbOee, 
although there were several stanch topers, who, tak^ tho'option 
left ^em by the Udaller, rein*.,med behind to relive the Jolly 
Mariner of a fresh cargo, "amidst, many a pledge to the health 
of their absent landl^ord, and to the prosperity of his roof-tree, 
with whatsoever otljier wishes of kindness could be devised!,' as 
an apology for another pint-bumper of noble punch. 

The rest toon thronged the dandng-room, an hpartment 
whiclji partook of thd simplicity of the time and of the country. 
Draiiing-rooms and saloons were then unknown in Scotland, 
save in the houses of the nobilily, and of oour^ absolutely so in 
Zetland ; but a l(^g, low, anomalous store-room, sometiines 
h^sd for the depositation of merchandise, sometimes for putting 
aside lumber, and a thousand other purposes, was well known 
to all the youth of Dunro&snoss, and of many a*difitrict b&ides, 
as the scene of the meny dance, which was sustained with so 
much glee when Magnus Troil gave his frequSnt feasts. 

The first appearance of this ball-room miglit have shocked s 
fashionable party, assembled for the quadrille or the waltz. Low 
M we hawo stated the apartment to be, it was^but imperfectiy 
illuminated by lamp^ candles, ship-lanterns, and a variety of 
other eandelahray whicS' served to throw a dtjsky light upon 
the floor, and upon the heaps of merchandise- and miscellaneaus 
artides which xiore piled around ; some of them stores for tiie 
winter; soxde, goods destined for e:q)ortation ; some^ tiie tri* 
bute of Nept^e, paid at the expense of shipwrecked vMela, 
Vhoee owners yrere unknown ; some® artides K barte received 
by the pr^srieber, who, like most others at the period was 
fomewh^ of a as weB as a landholder, in exchange% 

the fish, and^other artides, the prodnee of his esfeale. iMt 
these,, with the fsbests, boxes, casks, etc., whidi centained them, 
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bud been drawn aside, and m% above the other, in order 
to giwd loom for the dancers, who, li|tht and lively as if they 
had ooon^ied the most ^[dendid saloon in the parh^ of St. 
James’s, eaceoutel their national dances with equal grace and 
activity# • • » 

The gfmqp of old men who looked on, bore no inoonsi^erablo 
resemblanoa^.ln a party^of aged^tons, engaged in beholding 
the sports of tiie sea-nym|foB j so hard a look had most of them 
a^nh^ hy ccmt^ding with the elements, and so much did the 
shaggy hah* and beards, which ihany of them cultivated^ alter 
the ancient Norwegian fashion, give their heads the«charact6r 
of these iBupposed natives of the deep. The young^people, on 
the other Band, were uncom|nqply handsonfo, tall, well-made, 
and 8hfq)ely ; the men with long jfdr hair, and, until broken 
by the weather, a fresh ruddjr complexion, wW(fo, in the females, 
was softened into a bloom of infinite deRot^y. Their natural 
good ear for music qualified them to second to the utmost the 
exertions of a band, whose strains were by no means contempt- 
ible; while the elders, who stood around, or iSat quiet upon 
the oM sea-chSats, which served for chairs, critioised the dancers, 
as they compared their execution with tiieir own exertions in 
fonner days ; orf wanned by the cup and flagon, which continued 
to circulate among thbm, snapped their ftifgers, and beat ticje 
with their feet to thd music, • 

Mordaunt l^ked upon this scene of universal mirth^witl! the 
painfttl recollection, that he, thrust aside from his pxe-emmen^, , 
no longer exerds^ the important duties of chief of liie dancers, 
or office of leadSr of the revels, which bad been assignea to the 
stranger Cleveland. Anxious, however, to suppress the feelings 
of his own dissjppomtmmit, which he felt it was neither wise to 
^eistertalii nor nu^y to display, be approached his faii^neighbours 
to whom he had been so acceptable table, with the purpose 
> of inviting one of them to become hja partner in the dance. 
Bnb ai^fhlly indent old hwfy, eVmi the Lady Glowrowrum, 
who hid only tolerated the exuberanoe of flbr .nieces* mirth 
during the rime of dinner, because her situation rendered it 
rium impossible her tq interfere, was not d&p<’^ ^ permit 
Ae apprehended renewal of the intimacy implied in Mertoon’s 
invitation, Effie theris^m?^ tocjjL Upon l^prself,* in the name of * 
her two aisoes, who eat pouting bedde her in displeased sOence, 
to hdorm llordaimt, after thanking him for his dvility, that 
VOL. xrtr. • M* 
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the bauds of her nieces Were engaged for that evening ; and^ 
as he continued to watch the party at a little distance, be had 
an oppoijnnity of being convinced that the alleged engagement 
was a mere apology to get rid of him, when^ he saw the two 
good-humoured sisters » join the dance under the auspices of the 
next young men who asked their hands. Incensed at so marked 
a *«light, and ui^willing to explbse himself to another, Mordaunt 
Mertoun drew back from the circle of dancers, shrouded himself 
amongst the mass of inferior persons who crowded into the 
bottom of the room ha spectatfej, and there, concealed from the 
observation of others, digested his own mortification as well as 
ho could—jthat is to say, very ill — and with all the philosophy 
of his age — that is^ to say, with^^n^ne at all • 


CHAPTER FIFTEENTH. 

A torch for me— *let wantons, light of heart, 

Tickle the uselesa rashes with their heels ; 

Eor I am proverh'd with a grandaire phrase — 
ru a caudle'holder and look on. 

^ FUMfljp Awn JutUilT 

THBf yoi^th, says the moralist Johnson, cares not for the boy*s 
hpbby-horae, nor the man for the youth’s mistress ; and there- 
fore the distress of Mordaunt Mertoun, when jxcluded from the 
merry dance, may seem trifling to many of my readers, who 
would, nevertheless, think they did well to be angry if deposed 
from their usual place in an assembly of a^di^ereni kimi 
There laclTed not amusement, however, for those whom the^ 
dance did not suit, or^who were not happy miongh to find 
partners to their liking. Haloro, now oom^etdy in his ele- 
ment, had assembled round him an audience^ to wfiom he was 
declaiming h|s with all the enthusiasm of glorious John 
himself, and rec^ving in return the usual degree of applause 
al]pwed to minstrels who recite tibeh^ own rhymes — so long at 
least as the author is within hearing of the critioism. Half’s 
poet^ might indued h^ve interest the autiquanr as well as the 
admirer of the Musssl several of his p»^ were tram^stioua 
or iinitat&ons from the Soaldie sagas, which oonrinued to be 
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sung by the hAhennen of these ialA&cId eveu until a very late 
period; inaomuch, that when Gra/s poms first found their 
way to 0^uiey,|he old people reoogni^ at once, hf the ode 
of the Fatal Sjaters,*' the Runic rhymra which had amused or 
terrified* their infemcy under the title or the Magicians/’ an^ 
which the fillers of Korth Rona^lBhaWy and other remote isles, 
used still to sing when fiaked for a Norse ditty.** 

HalMistening, half-lost in his own reflections, Mordaunt 
Mertouu stood near the door ^ the apartment, and in the 
outer ring of the little circle formed afound*old Ealcro, while 
the bard chanted to a low, wild, monotonous air, vm-ied only 
by thfl effqfts of the singer to give interest and eftiphasis to 
particular passages, the foUowiflg imitation of a northern war 
song : — ^ . 

• Song of ftatalb fta^faget. 

The #un is rifting dimly red, ** Halt ye not for food or alomber, 

rb'e wind is waiLng low and dread, View not vantage, oeunt not nuinl)eT ; 
Prom his cun' tba eagle sallies, Jolly reaped, forward still ; 

Leases the wolf hia darksome valleys ; Growitho crop on vale or blll,^ 

In the mist the ravens hover, Thick or scatter’d, stiff or lithe, 

Peep the wild-<lng8 Irom the cover, It shall down before the scythe. 
Screaming, croaking, baying, yeUing, Forward wit^ your sickles bright, 

Each in his wild accents felling, Reap the harvest of the fight — 

*'Soon we feast on dead and dying, Onward, footmen, — onwanl, horsenien, 

Fair^hair’d Haroldle flag ia flying." To the ^uige, ye gallant ^onoeftien t 

Many a crest in air is streaming, ** Fatal Choosers of the Slaughter, • 

Many a helmet darkl^^ gleaming, O'er you hovers Odin’s daughter ; 

Many an arm the ate nprears. Hear the choice she spreads K^^fore ye,— 

Doom’d to hew the wood of spears. Victory, and wealth, and glory ; 

All along the crowded ranks. Or old Valhalla's roanng hail, 

ilOTsea neigh and armour clanks ; Her ever-circling mead gnd ale, 

Chie& are shouting, clarions nnging. Where for eternity unite 
Louder still the is singing. The joy^of wassail and of flght. 

Gather, footmen — gather, horsemen, Headlong forward,*foot and horsemen, 
To the ^d, ye valiaxd Norsemen 1 Chargeai^figbt,anddielikeNorsemen 1’ 

“Tfie poor unhappy blinded heaths!” said* Triptolemue, 
witii a sigh deep enough for a groan; “they speak of their 
eternal cups of ale, and I ^qtuestkm if they kend ^how to manage 
a cpoft land of grain !” 

“ The cleverer fellows they,*neighbouF YcUowley,” answered 
the poet, “ if made ale without barley.*^ 

•See Note a 
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** Barley ! — ^alack-arday I” replied the more aceorate 
turUt, “ who ever heard of barley in these parts f Beiur, my 
dearest ^end, bear is all they hare, and wonderment it is to 
jne that they ever see cm awn of it. Ye scart the land with a 
bit thing ye ca’ a pleugh — ^ye might as wed give it a fitt with 
the tebth of a redding-kame. ph, to see the sock, and the hed, 
and the solo-clSut of a real st^y Skiottish pleugh, with a 
chield like a Samson between the stilte, laying a weight on 
them would keep down a mom^tain ; twa statdy owsen, and as 
many broad'breastbd horse in the traces, going through soil and 
till, and fearing a fur in the ground would cany off water like 
ft causeyed sy ver ! They that hare seen a eighty like that, 
have seen something to crack about in another sort, than those 
unhappy auld-warld stories' of war and slaughter, of which the 
land has seen even bu^ too mickle, for a* your singing and sough- 
ing awa in praise of such bloodthirsty doings, Master Claud 
Halcro ’’ 

“ It IS a heiosy,” said the animated little poet, bridling and 
flrawifig himself up, as if the whole defence of* tlie Grecian 
Archipelago rested on his single arm — “ It is a heresy so much 
AS to name one^s native country, if a man is n<^ prepared wlien 
and howto defends himself — ay, and to annoy another. The 
time has been, that if we made not good ale and aquavit®, 
■w e knew well enough where to find that which was ready made 
to our nand , but now the descendants of ^ea-kiags,^ and 
Champions and Berserkars, are become as incapable of using 
t)ieir swords, as if they were so many womerf ^ Ye may praise 
them for a strong pull on on oar, or a sure foot on a skerry ; 
but what else could glorious John himself say of ye, my good 
HjalUandas, that any man would listen tot” • 

Spoken like an an^, most noble poet,” smd CHereiaiid, 
who, during an intervaf of the dance, stood near the party in 
whi(^ this conversation was held The old chamiUQns you 
talked to us about yesternight were the men to make a harp ring 
— gallant fellows that were friends to the sea, and enmnies to aQ 
that sailed on it.' Their ships, I suppose, were dumsy enough, bat 
if 4t is true that they went upon <he account as far as the 
Levant, I scarce bdieve that ever better fellows unloosed a top> 
sail” ^ 

Ay,” repUedHaklc^^^ there you ^Mike them right. Infbaa^ 
di^ none conl^ oaU tiirir life and means of living their o«% 
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BBlelb twenfymilfis out of sight of the blue aeiL 

Why, th^ had DubHc praysns put up iu eveiy ohureh ip Europe, 
for d^veraaoe Aom the ire of the Northmen. In f^oe and 
Eni^i, 1 ^, a!ld in Scotland too, for a»high as they hold thek 
he<^ nowH^ays, there yras not a bay or a haven, but ^it wae 
freer to our foiefathera ^on to Iho poor devila of natives ; and 
now we cannot, forsooth, so mudi as grow our own iWley 
without ScotUsh help'’ — (here he darted a saroastio glance at 
the faotor)--^^^ 1 would I saw tlft time weVare to measure arms 
with them again.^’ * • 

Spoken like a hero once more,” said Cleveland. ^ 

“iJx !***continu6d the litjjejbard, “I wotdd it were possible 
to see our barks, once the wat^-drsgons of the world, swimmiDg 
with the black raven standard waving at the topmast, and their 
decks glimmering with arms, instead of* befog heap^ up with 
stocMiBh — winning with our fearless hsdds what the niggard 
Bofl denies — paying back all old scorn and iijodom ir^W — 
reaping where we never sowed, and foiling what we never 
pthnted — linng and laughing through the world, and «millng 
when we were summoned to quit it I” 

So spoke dlaud Halcro, in no serious, or at least most 
certainly in no^sober mood, bis brain (n^ver the most staljjo) 
whizzing under the infhience of fifty well remembered s%as, 
besMes five bumpers of usquebaugh and brandy ; andX^lei^land, 
between jest and earnest, clapped him on the shoulder, pid 
again repeated, K Spoken like a hero T’ 

Spoken life a fool, I think,” said Magnus 'Sroii, Whose 
attention hod been also attracted the vehemence of the little 
bard— “ where would you cnuse upon, or against whom ? — we 
are all sulijects of one realm, 1 trow, and 1 would *have you to 
rem^ber, that your voyage may brfog up at ‘•Execution-dock. 

^ I like not ^he Scgts— n^flfence, Mr. Yellowley — that is, 1 would 
l&e them wdl enough^ they would stay omet in their own 
bad| Head leave us at peace wiih our own pe^e, and mazmers, 
and fiisfaioas ; and if th^y would but abide t^^ tUl 1 went to 
harry them like a mad ^Id Beiserkar, 1 would leave them in 
peace till the day of judgment. With what the sea sends us, 
and the hmd lends us, as tluvproverb ipys, ahd a set of honest* 
aeig^bctofy folks to hdp us to ocmsume it, so help me, Saint 
Maguns, as I thfok we are even but too happy 1*^ 

** I tmow what war is,” said an old inah, " and 1 woold os 
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soon sail through Sumburgh Boost in a cockleshell, or «iii a 
worse locxQi, as 1 would Tenture there again."’ 

“And pray, what wars knew your valour f” said Halcro, 
who, though ibrbeariiig <to contradi^ his landlord fromita sense 
of resist, was not a whit iadined to abandon his argument to 
any meaner authority. ^ ^ 

“ I was pressed,” answered the old Triton, “ to serve under 
Montrose, when he came here about the sixteen hundred and 
fifty-one, and carried h sort of As will ye nill ye, to get our 
throats cut in the wilds of Strathnavem * — I shall never forget 
it — we had been hard put to it for victuals — -what wojild I 
have given for a luhcheon of Burgh Westra beef — ay^ or a mess 
of sour sillocks 1 — When ou^ Highlandmen brought in a dainty 
drove of kyloes, ihuch ceremony there was not, for ^ we shot and 
felled, and flayed, and roasted, and broiled, as it came to every 
man's hand ; till, just?* as our beards were at the greasiest, we 
heard — God p^erve us — a tramp of horse, then twa or thiee 
diapping shots, — then came a full salvo, — and then, when the 
officers^ were crying on us» to stand, and maist oY tis looking 
which way we might run away, down they broke, horse and 
foot, with old John Urry, or Hurry, t or whiTtever they call 
liiip — he hurried us fhat day, and worried us Ite boot — and we 
)>eg£i to fall as thick as the stots that we were felling five 
ininuffes before.” •. ' 

“ And Montrose,” said the soft voice of the graceful Minua ; 
“ what became of Montrose, or how looked he I” 

“ Like a lion with the hunters before him,^’ answered the 
old gentleman ; “ but I looked not twice his way, for my own 
lay right ovgr the hilL” 

“ And so you left him said Minna, in a tone of the deepest 
contempt. ^ 

“ It was no fault of mine, Mistress Mhina,” jansw^ed the old 
man, somewhat out of count^iance ; *^t 1 was there with no 
choice of xny Qwn; and, besides, what good could I have donet 
— all the rest running like sheq), and why should I have 
stayed!” c. 

* Montrose, in his last and ill-advised attempt to invade Scotland, 
augmented his small'tnny ^ Bairns az^ Scottish B^isti, by some bands 
of faw troops, hastily or n^er pressed into his sendee, ih tht 
Qihbey and Zetland Isles, who, having little heart either to the oanse oi 
manner of service, Mh^ved but indlflerently when they came into tMau, 
t Kota J. ^ John Bity. 
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“ ¥ou have died with him/' said Minna. 

*^And lived with him to ^ eternity, in immortal^ verse T' 
added CSaud Hafero. 

titank yen, Mktrose Minna,” refilled the plam-dealing^ 
Zetlander ; and I thank you, my old Mend Claud ;-%but I 
would ratW drink botl^your hedltha in this good bicker of ale, 
like a living roan as I am, than that you should be making 
songs in my honour, for having died forty or fifty years agone. 
But what signified it, — run or fi^ht, 'twas* all one ; — they took 
Montrose, poor fellow, for all his doughty deeds, and 4ihey took 
me, that did no dcnighty deeds at all ; and they hgpged him, 
poor man, dnd as for me” — ^ ^ 

trust in Heaven they flogged and pickled you,” said 
Cleveland, wm out of patience with the fiull narrative of 
the peaoeihl Zetlander’s poltroonery, of* which he seemed so 
won^us little ashamed. a 

•^Flog horses, and pickle beef,” said Magnuj; ‘‘why, you 
have not the vanity to think, that, with* all your quarterdeck 
aiih, you will*make poor old neighbour Haagen ashamefi that 
he was not killed some scores of years since ? You have looked 
on death yoursAf, my doughty young Mend, but it was with 
the eyes of a young man who wishes to b^ thought of ; but wo 
are a peaceful peopfe, — peaceful, that is, as long as any tine 
should be peaceful, and that is till some one has the unpufience 
to wrong us, or our neighbours ; and then, perhaps, they m^y 
not find our northern blood much cooler in our veins than was 
that of the old Scandinavians that gave us our names and 
lineage. — Oet ye along, get ye along to the sword-dance,* that 
the strangers are amongst us may see that ou{ hands and 
our weapons are not altogether unacquainted even yet.” 

A dozen cutlasses, selected hastilysfrom ad old arro chest, 
and wiiose yusted hue b^ioke bow sddom they left the sheath, 
anfied the same* nurob^ of young Zctlanders, with whom 
roin^^ BIX maidens, led by Minna Troil ; add the minstrelsy 
instotly emnmenced a tow appropriate to (he ancient Nor- 
wegian war-danee, the solutions of which are perhaps stiQ 
practised in those remote islands. 

The first movement was gsacefhl and majestic, the youths 
holding their swords erect, mid without much gesture ; but the 
tane» and the correBpon^ng motions of the*danoeiB, became 
• Not« K. The BWOfd-danc^f * 
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gradually^ more and more n^d, — they daehed their 
together, Jhi meaeured time, with a spirit vhleh gare tiie eamhe 
a dangerous appearance in the eye ^ the apeo&tor, though ^e 
fonness, justice, and accuracy, with which the dancm 
time with the stroke of their weapons, did, in truth, ensure As 
safety. The most singular part of ^e exhibition was the 
courage exhibited by the female performers, who now, surrounded 
by the swordsmen, seemed like the Sabine maidens in the hands 
of their Roman Ioto^ ; now, Moving under the arch of eteel 
which the young men had fonned, % crossing their weapme 
over the heads of their fair partners, resembled the band of 
Amazons when they first joined, ii) the Pyrrhie danS» with the 
followers of Theseus. But,^y far the most striking and appro- 
priate figure was^ that of Minna Troil, whom Halim had long 
smce entitled the Quben of Swords, and who, indeed, moved 
amidst the swordsmea with an air, which seemed to hold all 
the drawn blac^es as the proper accompaniments of her per^n, 
and the implements of her pleasure. And when the mazes of 
the dai^ioe became more intricate, when the close and continuous 
clash of the weapons made some of her compaiuons shrink, and 
show signs of fear, her cheek, her lip, and ber eye, seemed 
rul^^her to announce,*^ that, at the moment when the weapcms 
flawed fastest, and rung sharpest arouncf her, she was most 
coni|hetely self-possessed, and in her own element. Last of 
all, when the music had ceased, and she remained for an instant 
upon the floor by herself^ as the rule of the (h^nce required, the 
swordsmen and maidens, who departed &om arol^md h^, seemed 
the guards and the train of some princess, who, dismissed by hear 
sign^ were leaving her for a time to solitude. « Her own locdc 
and attitude, wrapped, as she {nubably was, in some viskm of 
the imagination, conespouded admirably with the ideal di|^ty 
which the spectatoni ascribed to hear ; but, aimoet i^nmediatefy 
Fecoliecting herself, she blushed, as if ooni^cW she had been, 
though but fiur afi instant, the objeet e{ undivided attention, and 
gave her hand graceMy to Olevdand, who, though he hUd not 
jomed in the dan(^ assumed the d^ty of omidueting her to 
her seat. 

As they pasML y ordaunt 4bitoan mi^ bbsmrve that 
Oleveland whuperea into Minna’s ear, and her brief 
was aeoompanied with even more dimmnpomire of oounteni^ 
than she had manifested yrhm encountering the gaze of the 
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whole *ABBe&Lblj. Mordaimt’a *8uepicioiiB were strongly awar* 
keaed by what he obeeahred^ ^srhe Imew Ifuma's oharaoter well, 
and wi^ what eqtfiuuimtj and indiffemoe she was in the custom 
of reoeiTitag the ilsuai compliments and gallantries with which 
her beanfy and her situation rendered her sufEideatly famOiar. 

** Can it be possible she really ftlres this stranger i*' was the 
unpleasant thought that instantly shot across Mordaunt's mind , 
— if dbe does, what is my interest in the matter T' was 
the second ; and which was quickly followed by the reflection, 
that though he claimed no interest at aiiy time but as a 
and though^ that interest was now withdrawn, he was atill, in 
consideration of their former i^tiipacy, entitled both to be sorxy 
and angry at her for throwing awafi her aflections on one he 
judged tmworlfey of her. In this process of reasoning, it is pro- 
bable that a little mortified vanity, or sonfe indescribable shade 
of selfish regret, might be endeavouring toiyassume the disguise 
of disinterested generosity ; but there is so much of base alloy 
in our very Ijest (unassist^) thoughts, that it is melancholy 
wofk to critiose too closely the motives of our most worthy 
actions ; at least ^we would recommend to every one to let those 
of his neighbours pass current, however narrowly ho may ex- 
amine the purity of hjs own. 

The sword-dance was succeeded by various other spedmfSis 
of thb same exereiBe, and by songs, to which the singers lent 
their whole soul, while the audience were sure, m (K^casion 
offered, to unite in some favourite chorus. It is up' n such 
occasions that mfliric, though of a simple and even rudh cliaracter, 
finds its natund empire over the generous bosom, and produces 
that stfong excitement which cannot be attained by the most 
learned compositions of the first masters, which are’ caviare to 
the common ear, although, doubtless, they afford a delight, ex- 
quisitein ita kind^to those whose natural capacity and education 
unaided them to omnprehend and relish those difficult and 
com^ioated oomMnations of hminony. " . 

It was about midnight when a knocking, at door of 

the mansum, wil^ the sound of the Gw and the Zemgspid^* an» 
nooBoed^ by thdr tinkling chime^ the anivsl of fresh revellers, 
to whom, aeomdfaig to ^ hon^ntable c|M 9 tom*of the countiy, 
tbe apartnimita were instant^ thrown opmt 

* nfusietl hetrinnenti ^bmieiiy toed ia loiter was s 

saMOllMUiw] ^ * 
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CHAPTEB SIXTEENTH.* 

• • 

My mind misgiTes, 

Sorae oonseqnenoey^yet banging in the vtan, 

Snail bitterly begin bia fearfiodate 
With this night’s revels. 

KoMBO Ain> JVUBT. 

I’HB new comers were, 1^cco^diDg to the frequent custom of such 
frollckers^ over the world, disguised in a sort of mgsquing 
habits, and desighed to repregeqt the Tritons an& Mermaids 
with whom ancient tradition and popular belief have peopled the 
northern seas, ^he former, call^ by Zetlander»of that time, 
Shoupeltins, were fepfesented by young men grotesquely habited, 
with false hair, and ^eards made of and chaplets coaposed 
of sea- ware interwoven with shells, and other marine productibns, 
with which also were decorated their light-blue or greenish 
mantles of wadmaal, repeatedly before mentioned. They had 
fish-spears, and other emblems of their assumed quality, amongst 
which the classical^ taste of Claud Halcro, by '^hom the masque 
^as arranged, had liot forgotten the conchnshells, which were 
stdutly and hoarsely winded, from tipae tS time, by (me or two 
of l^ie ^iiatic deities, to the great annoyance of all who %tood 
cyaar them. 

The Nereids and Water-nymphs who attei>ded on this occa- 
sion, displayed, as usual, a little more taste and ornament than 
was to be seen amongst their mde attendants. Fantastic gar- 
ments of cneen silk, and other materials of syperior cost and 
fashion, heui been contrived, so as to imitate ^eir idea of the 
inhabitants of the wat^, and, at the same time, to show the 
shape and features of the fair wearers to the advantage 
The bracelets and shells, which adorned tb!b necl^ arms, and 
ankles of th^ pfetty Mermaids, were, in some* caaes, inter- 
mixed with real pearls ; and the appearance, upon the 'whole, 
was such as m*ight baye done no ^discredit to the court of 
Amphitrite, especiidly whoi the long bright locks, blue ^ea, 
fair complexions; and nleamng fijptnres of the maided of Thrde, 
were taken into conelderatioib We do not indeed i^releiid to 
aver, that any«of these seeming Mermaids had so aoofuiatel]^ 
imitated the real atren, as commentators have supposed those air 
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tendAQt^QQ Oleopatra did, vlio, adopting the fishes train of their 
original, were aW^ nevertheleee, to make their "ben^Si” or 
** ends’* (said comAentatora cannot tell which), ** adoruinga.” * 
Indeed, had they hht left their extremities tn their natural state, 
it would have been impossible for the Zetland sirens to i^ve 
executed the very pretty dance, wMi which they,, rewarded the 
company for the ready a^iRsion which had b^ granted to 
them. 

It was soon discovered that thesS' masquers" wnre no strangers, 
but a part of the guests, who, stealing oat a little time*, before, 
had thus disguised themselves, in order to give varie^ to the 
mirth of the evening. The mui|j5 qf Claud Htddro, always active 
on such occasions, had supplied them^th an appropriate song, 
of which we may give the foDowing specimen. • The song was 
altertiate betwixt a Nereid or Mermaid, and^a Jlennan or IViton 
— the awdes and females on either part for^piing a semi choruH, 
which accompanied and bore burden to the principal singer 

L 


MEBKAID. 

Fathoma deep beneath the wave, ' • 
Stringing beada of glistering poan, 
Singing tne aohievementa brave 
^Of many an old Norwegian earl , 
Dwelling where the tempest's raving 
Falls as light upon our ear, 

Am tRe sigh ^ lover, craving 
Fity ftom hia lady dear, 

Children of wild Thule, we, 

From the deep caves of the sea, 
AjFthe lark springs from the lea, 
Bither come, to share your glee. 

U. 


From reining of the water-horae, 

That boused till the waves were foapilng. 
Watching the ^ant tempeat’a course, 
CSiasing the aea^nake in hia roaming ^ 
From wimUng charge-notea on the she^ 
When the huge wAle and swSrd-fiah duel. 


* See eonte admirable diaeiiasioii on this passage, in the Varioftam Shah* 

4pe«ra • 
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Or tolling shrondlMW knells 

When the winde and vavee are cm^ ; 
Children of wild Thule, we \ 
Have plough'd snch farrowa on the aea, 
Aa the kew drawa on the lea, 

And hither we come to idiare yonr glee. 


m. 


^ KERMAl^ am) IfXRMCEN. 

We heard yon In our twilight caves, 

A hun^U^ fathom deep helow, 

For notes of joy can pierce the waves, 

That drown each sound of war and woeA 
Those who dwell lieUeath the sea 
Love the eBns of Thule well 
Tlius, to aid your mirth, bring we 
PanVe, and song, and sountog shell. 

Children of dark Thule, know, 

Those who dwell by haaf and voe. 

Where your daring shallops row, 

Comedo share the festal show. 

The final chorus was borne by the whole voices, excepting 
those carrying the conch shells, who had bedb train^ to bloV 
^them in a sort of fade accompaniment, which had a good effect, 
the poetry, as well as the performance of the masquers, received 
gr^t ^plause from all who pretended to bq, judges of sudi 
jcnatters j but, above all, from Triptolemus Yellowley, who, his 
car having caught the agricultural sounds of 4)lough and fuirow, 
and his brain ^ing so well drenched that it oeuld only oonstme 
the words in their most hteral acceptation, declared roundly, and 
called Mordaunt to bear witness, that, thou^ it was a shame 
to waste ^0 much good lint as went to form we Tritons' beards 
and periwigs, the BOT\g contained the only words of common 
sense which he had heard all that long day. 

But Hordaunt had no time to answer the appeal^ being engaged 
in attending wTth the utmost vigOanoe to the motimm of one of 
the female ma^uers, who had given Urn a private signal as thqr 
^tered, which induced him, unoeHnln who she 

prove to be, to expect some o<nn]mmtcatKni from her of import* 
ance. The siibn vdup had so J>old]ty tolmdied his ann, had 
accompanied fbe gs 4 »re vdtii an exprsssimi of cyeirhic^he^ielce 
hk attentiozi, ots diigniM inth a good deal more care than 
her skter-masquera htf mantle being loose, and wide enou^ to 
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iOonQ«d, h€fr shape oosn^etd^ri mi her &oe hidden beneath a 
silk mask. He observed that she giadnaUy detached herself 
from the rest of tlj^e masqnere, and at length placed hemelf, as 
tf for advanta^ of the near the dooor of a chamber which 
remained 8pen, looked earnestly at him agkin» and then, taking 
an opportnnity when the attention of the company was fixed 
the rest of her party, she left the apartment. 

Mordaunt did not hesitate instantly to follow his mysterious 
guide, for such we may term the jpasquer, she paus^ to let 
him see the directian she was about to take, and then walked 
swiftly towards the shore of the voe, or salt-water lake, now 
lying Ml b^ore them, its small sommer-wav^ glistening and 
rippling under the influence of a broad moonlit t, which, added 
to the strong twilight of those r^ions durii^ the summer 
solstice, left no' reason to regret the absencc^of the sun, the path 
of whose setting was still visible on the waves of the west, while 
the ^oilson on the east side was already beginning to glimmer 
with the lights of dawn, ^ 

I^ordaunt had therefore no difficulty in keeping sight of his 
disguised guide, as she tripped it over ''height and hollow tU the 
searside, and, winding among the rooks, led the way to the 
spot where his own labours, during the t^e of his former 
intimacy at Burgh 'Vf^^estra, bad constructed a sheltered ai^ 
solita^ seat, where the daughters of Magnus were accustom^ 
to spend, when the weather was suitable, a good deal -of their 
time. Here then was to be the place of explanation ; for ths 
masquer stopped, dnd, after a moment's hesitation, sat d<'wn on 
the rustic settle. * But from the lips of whom was he^'to leceive 
it) Noma had first occurred to him ; but her tall figure and 
^W mi^estie stc^ were entirely difiTereiit from the si^ and gait 
of the more fidry-formed siren, who had preceded him with as 
light a trip as if she had bW a re«fi Nereidi who, having 
ibm^ad too late^upon the shore, was, under the dread of 
4mpdMtA*8 displ^sure, hastening to r^in her^tive element. 
ShM it was not Noma, it could be onfy, he thought, Brenda, 
who ihtui eiiigled him out ; and when she bad. seat^ herself 
upon the bench, and tokens the mask fr'om her face, Brenda it 
accordiiigly {noved to be. Mordaunt had certainly done nothing 
to make lito drmid her presence*; and yeksuch*ia the influence 
of kaahfhiiiess over the is^uous youth of both sexes, that he 
es^mienced all the embemssmmit of mie wher finds himsalf 
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unexpectedly placed before a person who ia justly 9 fieiid 6 d 
with him. Brenda felt no less ^barrassment , but as she had 
courted this interview, and was sensible i| moat be a Wlaf 
one, she was compelled, in spite of herself to begin the ooa^ 
versation. ^ * 

**«Mordaunt,” she said, wifii a hesitating voice ; then oonect- 
ing herself, Aie proceeded — You « must be surprised, Mr. 
Mertoun, that I should have taken this uncommon freedom.” 

It was not ti\l this mi^rning, Brenda,” replied Mordaunt, 
“ that any mark of friendship or intimacy from you or firom 
your si^oer could have^'surpris^ ma I am far more astonished 
that yoi> should, shun me without reason for so^maiiy hours, 
than that you should now allocv me an interview. In the name 
of Heaven, Brenda, in what hare I offended you1 or why are 
we on these unusua^ terms'?” 

** May it not *be enough to say,” replied Brenda, looting 
downward, ** that it is my father’s pleasure ?” * 

** No, it i^ not enough,” return^ Mertoun. Your father 
cannot have so suddenly altered his whole thoughts of me,^and 
hiB ^hole actions towardfTme, without acting under the influence 
of some strong delusion I ask you but tc^ explain of what 
nature it is ; for I will be content^ to be lower in your esteem 
the meanest ^nd in these islands, if I cannot show that 
hia^chauge of opinion is only grounded upon some in^pious 
deception, or some extraordinaiy mistake.” ^ 
c “ It may be so,” said Brenda — ** I hope it is so — that I do 
hope it is so, my desire to see you thus iif jprivate may well 
prove to you. But it is difficult — in short it is impossiUe for 
me to explain to you the cause of my father’s resentm^t. 
Noma ha(f spoken with him concerning it baldly, and I fear 
they parted in displeasure j and you well know no light matter 
could cause that.” ^ 

** I have observed,” said Mordaunt, that &ther is most 
attentive to lama’s counsd, and more cmnplaiaaat to her 
peculiarities* than to Ihose of othas — ^tbis I have oheerved, 
though he is no willing believer in the supematural qualities to 
wnioh she lays daim.” « 

They are idated distantly,*’ answered Brenda, ^‘and were 
friends in yout& — as I ^ve heard^ it was onee sui^c^ 
th^ would have hi&i married; bat Noma’s pecnliaziliei 
showed themselhres immediately on her frither’s deaths and there 
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was an mi of that matter, if ever t^ere was anything iu it. 
But it*is certain my father regards her with much interest; 
and it is, I a sign how dee^y his jur^udioes respecting you 
must be rooted, 4noe they have in some degree quarrdl^ on 
your accoint"* * ♦ • 

**Now, blessings upon you, Brenda, that you have called 
them prejudices,” said JMertoon,^ warmly anch hastily — a 
thousand blessings on you! You were ever gentle-hearted — you 
could not have maintained even the show of unkindness long.” 

** It was indeed but a show,” saiS Brenda, sofibeniug graduaUy 
into the familiar tone in which they* had conversed from 
infancy;; cotdd never think, Mordaunt, — never, •that is, 
serioudy believe, that you oouliji fiy aught unimd of Minna or 
of me.” ^ 

'^And who dares to say I have!” said Mcfrdaunt, giving 
way# to the natural impetuosity of his aisposition — “Who 
dares ta say that I have, and ventures atsthe same time to 
hope «that 1 will suffer his tongue to remain in s^ety betwixt 
his jaws 1 By Saint Magnus the Martyr, 1 feed the hawks 
witbit!” * • • 

“ Nay, now,” said Brenda, “your anghr only terrifies me, and 
will force me to lAve you. 

* “ Leave me,” said he. “ without telling either the calumny, of m 

the name of the vdlanous calumniator !” 

“ Ob, there aramore than one,” answered Brenda, “ that have 
possessed my ihther with an opinion — which I cannot myself* 

tell you — but therciare more than one who say'* 

Were they hundreds, Brenda, 1 will do no less to ttiem than 
1 have Said — Sacred Martyr ! — to accuse me of speaking un- 
kindly of those w| 4 om I most respected and valued undcg Heaven 
— i will back to the apartment this instant, and your father 
shall do me right before all the world.” # ** 

j not go, for the love of Heaven I” said Brenda ; “do not 
go, ab you ^uld ifbt render me the most unhappy wretch in 
eodstence 1” 

“ TeQ me tiien, at least, H 1 guess aright,” said Mordaunt, 

“ when I name Clevelaf d for one of those who have slaiv 

deredmef* 

“ No, no,” said Brenda, vehemently^ “y(v run 'from one emu 
into anotiier ime dangetons. Ym say you are my friend ; — 
t am willing to be youxs :-^be stUi for a moment, and hear what 
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1 hare to aay ; — our interview has lasted but too long already, 
and every additional moment bringa additional danger vitb it" 
T^ll me, then,^ said Mertoun, modi softened by tbe poor 
girFs extreme apprehension and distress, ** viliat it is that yon 
reqtiire of me , and believe it is imposrible for you to ask 
aught that I will not do my very uttermost to comply with." 

“Well, th#*n*— this OapAwin," said Brenda, “this CHeV^ 
land” 

“ I knew it, by Heaven 1” said Mordaunt ; “ my mind assured 
me that that febow was, in obe way or other, at the bottom of 
all tliis'-misohief and misunderstanding." 

“ If you cannot be silent, and patient, for an instant,^' ro^ed 
Brenda, “ I must instantly quit you : what I pkeaat to say had 
no relation to you, but to another, — in one word, to my sister 
Minna. I haVe nothing to say concerning her dislike to you, 
but an anxious tale to tell concerning his attention to her." 

“ It is obvious, striking, and marked," said Mordaunt ; “and, 
unless my eyes deceive me, it is received as wdcome, if, indeed, 
it is not returned." c 

“ That IS the very cause of my fear," said Bfenda. “ I, ‘-too, 
was struck with the eltemal appearance, frank manners, and 
romantic conversation of this man." 

“ His appearance !” said Mordaunt ; “ be is stout and well 
f^tured enough, to be sure ; but, as dd Sinclair of Quendale 
said to the Spanish admiral, * Farcie on hk fece t 1 have seen 
many a fairer hang on the ]^rough Moor.’ — From his manners, 
he might be captain of a privateer 3 and his conversation, 
the trumpeter to hk own puppet-show ; for he speaks oi little 
else Uum his own exploits." 

“ You are mistaken," answered Brenda 3 speaks but too 
well on aO that he has seen and learned ; bemdes, he has really 
been in many dktant countries, and in many gallant actions, 
and he can tell them with as much q>irit as nmdesty. You 
would think you saw the flash and heard the t^pofi of the 
guns. And hb has other tones of taUdng to(H-^l^t the de- 
lightful trees and firoits of distant dinuiteB! and how the 
people wear no dress, the ^whole year, ludf so warm se 

our summer i^wns^ and, indeed, pt^ on littie except camhrie 
and muslin," * ^ 

“ Upon my word; fircndai, he deea mm to undnatand ihft 
iMismess of amuslltg young ladka," replied Mordatmt 
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^ Bs doai iikdedd^” said Brenda, witb great simplicity. 1 
assure you tbat, at first, I liked him better than Minna did ; 
and yet, thoughiBhe is so much cleTerer than I am, I know 
more of^Uie woidd than she daes; ibrsi have seen more 
cities, having beaa once at Eiricwall ; beside that, I was (hrice 
at Lcnrwiok, when the Dutch shipi^were there, igid so 1 should 
not be very easily deceivJd in people.” 

** And pray, l^nda,’’ said Mertoun, what was it that made 
you think less &vourably of the ^oiing felldW;^ who seems to be 
so captivating V • • 

“Why,” said Brenda, after a moment*s reflection;^** at first 
he waslmuch livelier ; and the stories he told* were not quite so 
melancholy, or so terrible ; anfi tfe lajjj^hed and danced more.'’ 

**Aiid, perhaps, at that time, danced oftener with Brenda 
tha^ with herjiister?” added Mordaunt. * 

*‘Nq — I am not sure of that,” said Bx^da; ‘*and yet, to 
speak plain, 1 could have no suspicion of nim at aD while he 
V as attending quite equally to us both for y8u know that 
tlicp he could have been no more to u| than yourself, Mordaunt 
Mertoun, or young Swaraster, or any other young man in the 
islands.” • 

“ But why^ then,” said Mordaunt, shoifid you not see him^ 
with patience, beoonss acquainted with your sister? — Ho ^is 
wealthy, or seqpis to be so at least. You say he ij ac<!t)m- 
plishcd and pleasant ; — what else would you desire in a lovqj* 
for Minna ?” , 

** Mordaunt, y^u forget who we are,” said the naaK^n, as- 
suming an air of consequence, which sat as gracefully upon her 
simplicity', as did the diflerent tone in which she had spoken 
hitherto. “ Thft is a little world of ours, this Zetlafld, inferior 
perhaps, in soil and climate, to oth^ p^ts of the earth, at least 
60 strangers say ; but it is our own Utile world, and we, the 
da^ht^ of^Magnns Troil, hold a first rank in it. It would, I 
thii^ little become us, who are deseeded froA Spa kings and 
Yarls, to throw ourselves away upon a stranger, who comes to 
cur coasi^ like the eider-ducdc in spring, fk'om* we know not 
whence, and may leave if in autumn, to go we know not 
where.” 

** And who may ne'mtheless mSSe a Zetland goldeneye to 
jrwseompany his migration/ said jMestoan. • 

“ I will hear nothing light on such a subjeot,” replied Brenda 
VOL. xm. # 
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mdigiiati% ; “ Minna, like myself, is the^ daagktet of Magmia 
Troil, t^e Mend of atrangeni, bat Fkito of HJaltluid. He 
gives them the hospitality they need ; Imt le^not the proadeit 
of them think that titey cmi, at their pleaeotB, allji^with his 
house/' 

She said this in a tone df eonsid^ble warmth, which she 
instantly softened, as she added, No, Mordaunt, do not sup- 
pose that Minna Tioil is capable of so ihr forgetting what she 
owes to her father &nd her father’s blood, as to think of marry- 
ing this Cleveland ; bUt she may lend an ear to him so long as 
to destroy her future happiness. She has that sort uf mind, 
into which some feelings sin^ ^eihemher how 

Ulla Storlson used to day by day, to the top of Vossdale 
Head, to look for her lover's ship that was never to return 1 
When I think of her slow step, her pale cheek, her eye that 
grew dimmer and ^dimmer, like the lamp that is half-extin- 
guished for 1^ of oil, — whed T remember the fluttered look, 
of something like h/ipe, with which she ascended the cliff at 
mondng, and the deep dead despair which sat 6n her forehead 
when she returned, — when I think on all this, can you wmider 
that I fear for Minna, whose heait is formed to entertain, with 
4 >iich deep-rooted fidelity, any ejection that may be implanted 
bit?" 

not wonder," said Mordaunt, eagm^y sympathising 
with the poor girl , for, besides the tremulous ei^ressioa of her 
voice, the light could almost show him the tear which trembled 
in her eye, »» she drew the picture to whieh h« fanqr had 
assimilati^ her sister, — 1 do not wonder that yon should feel 
and fear whatever the purest i^eotion can di<^te ; and if you 
can but point out to me in what 1 can serve your sisterly tov^ 
you shall find me as re%dy to vaiture my life, if necessary, as 1 
have been to go out on the crag to get you the eggit of tiie 
guillmnot i and, believe me, that whatever hitsi heen^told to your 
father or youfe^, of my mitertaiuing the sUghtest thou^ts of 
disrespect or unldndness, is as febe as a fiend could ^ 

1 believe it," said Ifoenda, givinff him her hand ; bdUeve 
it, and my bosom is lighter, now I have r^ewed my oonfideuce 
in so old a fifen4 pow£i%<^ aid u% I know not; hfii it 
was Iqr the advioev I |i^y say % the emuntands, of that 
X have ventured to make ^is oommunioalnim ; mid I mniost 
wonder," she ad<fed, as idie looked around her, “that I have 
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had Moorage to eany me ttuoiagh ii At i^^aent ym know mil 
ihmt I can tdl you of the risk In which my deter atan^. Look 
alter thm CSevAmd^^-^ieware how you quarrel with nim, aince 
yon ilMnt eo amdy come hy ^ vofat with an ejqsedenoed 
soldier.’’ • 

I do sot exactly ^dersiadd,” add the youth, **how that 
diould so surely be, This I know, that with the ^d limba 
and good heart that God liath given mm ay, and with a good 
oause to boot — am little afr£id of any qyarrel which Oleve- 
land can fix upon me.” * • 

Xhen, if not for your own sake, for Minna’s ^ake,” said 
Brenda — for my fether’s-jfqf minever W1 our sakes, avoid 
any strifh with Mm, but be oontegted to watch him, and, if 
possible, to discover who he is, and what Are his intentions 
Uwards us. He has talked of going to 6rkney, to inquire after 
the QODSort with, whom he sail^ ; but dqjr after day, and week 
after week, passes, and he goes not ; and wh^ he keeps my 
fiither company over the bottle, and •tdls Minna romantic 
Stories of foreign people, and distantiwam, in wild and unknown 
regions, the time glides on, and the stranger, of whom we know 
nothing exc^t^hat he is one, becomes gradually closer and more 
inseparably intimate in onr society. — And how, farewell Nor^ia 
hopes to make your*peace with my father, and entreats yoif not 
to leave Buifh Westra to-morrow, however cold ^;e ^d my 
sister may appear towards you. 1 too,” she said, stxetciqng 
her hand towards him, “ must wear a face cold friendship as 
towards an unwelcome visitor, but at heart we are still Brenda 
and Monfeunt And now separate quickly, for we Inunt not be 
seen together.% 

She stretdi^ her hand to him, but withdrew it in some 
slight confiasion, laughing and blushing, when, a natural 
^ impulse, Ijp was about to press it to his lips. He endeavoured 
^ moment tS detmn her, finr the interview had for him a 
dsgrde of fhsdnation, wMdi, Ss often as ht had before been 
alons with Brenda, he had never experienced ^ut she extricated 
hmself ftom him, and a^gkin signing an adieu, and pointing out 
to him a path different from that wMch she vfas herself about ^ 
to take, towards the hsuia, and was boon hiddeu from* 

hil view hy aodiviiy. 

Mc^rdatUit stood gazing alter her In a state of mind, to which, 
as yet, he had been a stranger. The dubious neu|^ gnmnd 
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between lave and friendship may be long and safely trodden^ 
until he who stands upon it is suddenly c^ed upon to recognise 
the authority of the one or the other power ; a&d then it most 
frequently happens, tha^ the party who for years supposed him- 
self oqly to be a friend, finds hli^lf at once tiuni^ormed into 
a lover. That such a chang# in Moijiaunt’s feelings should 
take place from this date, although he himself was unable ex- 
actly to distinguish its nature, was to be expected. He found 
himself at once reqei^ed, with Ihe most unsuspicious frankness, 
into the confidence of a beautiful and fascinating young woman, 
by whom Jfie had, so short a time before, imagined himself 
despised and disliked ; and, if aqyt^ing could make a'^change, in 
itself so surprising and so pleasing, yet more intoxicating, it was 
the guileless and bpen-hoarted simplicity of Brenda, that cast an 
enchantment over ev&ything which she did or said The 
scene too might havs had its effect, though there was^ttle 
occasion for its aid But a fair face looks yet fairer under Mie 
light of the moon, and a sweet voice sounds yet sweeter among 
the whispering sounds of a summer night Mordafint, therefore, 
who had by this time returned to the house, was disposed to 
listen with unusual patience and complacency to^he enthusiastic 
declamation pronouifced upon moonlight by Claud Halcro, 
whose ecstasies had been awakened on the subject by a short 
turn \VL the open air, undertaken to qualify the vapours of the 
good liquor, which he had not spared during the festival. 

“ The sun, my boy,” he said, “ is every wretched labourers 
daydantem — it comes glaring yonder out of the east, to sum- 
mon up a whole world to labW and to misety ; whereas the 
merry moon lights all of us to mirth and to love^" 

And to" imidneBS, or she is much belied,” said Mordaunt, 
by way of saying something. 

** Let it be so,” answered Halcro, so she does not tom ns 
melancholy mad.— My dear young friend, <he fiAs of this 
painstaking worli' are far too anxious about possessing all their 
wits, or having them, as they say, about them. At least 1 
know I have been often called haliMtted, and I am sure I 
have gone through the world as well as if I had double the 
quantity. But itop*i'Whei:e.>3i»s 1 1 Oh, tmmhing and ooa- 
ceming the moon — ^why, man, she is the very soul ci love and 
poetry. I qnea^on if there evmr a true lover in existeiioe 
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who^had not got at least as far as * 0 thou,’ in a Bonnet in her 
praise*’* 

‘^The moon^* said the fhctor, who waa now beginning to 
speak yeiy thh^ “ripeia com, at leaet the old folk said bo-v 
and sue fills nuts alw, whilk is of less matter — 9^(xrg€ nucesy 
pu«rt.” • ^ 

A fine, a fine,” said the XJdaller, who was now in his alti- 
tudes ; the factor speaks Greek — hy the bones of my holy 
names^e, Saint Magnus, he shall drink off the yawl full of 
punch, unless he gives us a song on the spoC 1” « 

“ Too much water drowned the miller,” answered Triptole- 
mus.* “My brain has more need of (Induing thSn of being 
drenched with more liquor.”* • 

“ Sing, then,** said the de8})otio landlord, for no one shall 
speak any other language here, save hoiltot Norse, jolly Dutch, 
or Danske, or broad Scots, at the least of it. So, Eric Scam- 
bester, produce the yawl, and fill it to thi brim, as a charge for 
demurrage.” • 

* Ere vessd could reach th(^ agriculturist, he, s^ing it 
under way, and steering towards him by short tacks (for 
Scambester himself was by this time not over steady in his 
course), made a desperate effort, and began to chant, or rather 
to crc^ forth, a •Yorkshire harvest-homo ballad, which' tiis 
&t])er used ^ sing when he was a little mellow, and«which 
went to the tune of “ Hey Dobbin, away with tb^ waggon.” 
The rueful asp^ of the singer, and the desperately discorAut 
tones of his ioice, formed so delightful a contrast with the 
jollity of the words and tune, that honest TriptoleAuis afforded 
the same sort of amusement which a reveller might give, by 
appearing on V festival-day in the holyday coat Of his graud- 
fh^er. The jest conclude the evening, for even the mighty 
and strong'headed Magnus himself had confess&l the influence <if 
the aleepy*go(L • The gueats went off as they best might, each 
tOt h|s separate (nib and resting-place, and in a^short time the 
mansion, which was of late so noisy, was hushed into perfect 
mhttioe. 
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They man their ^raats, and atl the yotmg men am* 

With whatsoever might the monstora hann ; 

Pikes, halberds, sptts, a^ darts, t^at wound afar, 

The tools of peace and impleioeuts ctf war. 

Now was the time for vigorous Uds to show 
What love 01; honour cou^ Incite them to ; — 

A goodly theatre, where rooks are round 
•With reverend a^ and lovely lasses crown’d. 

BaTILJB of THB SUUIIER IStrAKD*. 

The morning whioh BucceodB sixcbr a feast as that of Magnus 
Troll, usually lao]i:8 a littlt] of the xest which seasoned the 
revels of the preceding day, as the fashionable reader m^y 
have observed at a public breakfast during the race-week in a 
country town; for, ih what is called the best society, 1h^ 
lingering moments are usually spent by the company, each 
apart in their own dressing-rooms. At Burgh Westra, it wij|l 
readily be believed, no such space for retirement was afforded ; 
and the lasses, with their paler cheeks, the elder dames, with 
many a wink and yavuii were compelled to meet with their male 
coinpanions (headaches and all) just three konrs after they had 
l)art^ from each other. 

Eric Scambester had done all that man couldTdo to supply 
thd full means of diverting the ennui of the^ morning meal 
The board groaned with rounds of hung bae^*^{pade a^ the 
fashion of Zetland — with pasties — wi^ baked meats — with 
fish, dressed and cured m every possible mann^ ; nay, with 
the foreign delicacies of tea, coffee, and chocolate ^ for, as we 
have alr^y had occasion to remark, the situation these 
islands made them earl/ acquainted with various articks 
foreign luxury, whioh were, as yet, but HtUecknowu in Soot^ 
land, where> at a much later period than that we write one 
pound of gre^ tea was dressed like cabbage, and another emi- 
verted into a vegetable sauce for salt beef, by the ignoranoe of 
the^good housewives to whom they^had bemi sent as me 

presents. » 

Besides these pFepitotiofis,^ime table ^ibited whalev^ 
mighty potions were resorted to by 6<ms viwmiy un^sr the 
fao^ous name of a V bair of the dog that bit yoit’* Thare was 
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tito potent tri«h Uaqonbai^h^rigiit Kents — genuine Schle- 
dam-^Aquevitn team Oaithneai — and golden Wasaer fbm 
Hambuigh ; them waa mm of fonnidaUe anidquity, an^ cordiolB 
{imn the heerntJA IsIandB. After these detaOs, it were needless 
to mention ^e stout hmne-htewed alO'-athe Q^sn mum, and 
Mwarts^bier — end still more would it be beneath our dignity 
to dwell upon the itmignerable Ants of pottage and flummery, 
together with the bland, and various prepararions of milk, for 
those who preferred thinner potationa. 

No ^nder that the sight of* m much good cheer awaken6<l 
the appetite and raised the spirits of the fatigued* revellers 
The jjwung^ men began immediately to seek out thqjr partners 
of the preceding evening, ai^d ^to renew thd small talk which 
had driven the night so mezi^y awi^ ; whOe Magnus, with his 
stout old Norse kindred, encouraged^ by preCSpt and example, 
thbse of elder days and graver mood, to*a substantial flirtation 
with the good things before them. Still,^how6ver, there was a 
lodg period to be filled up before dinner; for^the most pro- 
tracted brealrisst cannot well last abova an hour ; and it was 
td be feared *that Claud Haloro meditated the ocoupskion of 
this vacant morning with a formidable recitation of his own 
verses, besides telli^, at its full length, the whole history of 
his introduction to ^orious John Dryden. * But fortune relieved 
the guests of Burgh Westra from this threatened Infliction, by 
senAng them tneans of amusement peculiarly suited to^thelT taste 
and habits. ^ 

Most of the ^ests were using their toothpickS; some were 
beginning to thlk of what was to be done nex^ \vben, with 
ha^ in bis step, fire in his eye, and a harpoon in his hand, 
Eric Scambester came to announce to the company, that there 
was a whale on shore, or nearly so, at the throat of the roe. 
Then you might have seen such a jqyous, bqjsterous, and uni- 
versal bus^^e, as only the bve of sport, so deeply implanted in our 
nature, can possibly inspire. A set of oountiy squires, about 
to l^at for the first woodcocks of the season, Irem a comparison 
as petty, in reepect to the glee, as in regard ^ the importance 
of the object ; the battue^ a strong cover m Ettrick Forest, 
§at the deatruction of the foxes ; the insurrectlbn of the sports- 
men of the lionnox, when one^«a£4he l^ike’s fleer gets out from * 
Inch'-Mimm; nay, the joyous tally of the fox-chase itself, with 
fdl its bHtbe aepompaniments of hound and hem, fall infinitely 
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Bhort of the animation with which the gallant sons of Thule aet 
off to encounter the moneter, whom the sea had gent for their 
amusement at so opportune a conjuncture.^ 

The multifarious stores of Burgh W^ska^were rummaged 
Aiastily for all sorts of arms, which could be used on' such an 
occasion. Harpoons, swords, pikes, and halberds, fell to the 
lot of some ; others contented “themselves with hay-forks, spits, 
and whatever else could be found, that was at once long and 
sharp. Thus hastily equipped, one division, under the command 
of Captain Clevelqpd, hastened to man the boats which lay in 
the httle ♦haven, while tSie rest of the party humed by land to 
the scene of action. 

Poor Triptolemds was intem^p^ed in a plan, which he, too, 
had formed against the patience of the Zetlanders, and which 
was to have coiTsisted i^ a lecture upon the agriculture, and 
the capabilities of thd country, by this sudden hubbub, whfch 
put an end at once^ to Halcro’s poetry, and to his no less 
formidable prose. It may be easily imagined, that he took 
veiy little mteJest in, the sport wliich was so suddenly substi- 
tuted f')r his lucubrations, rnd he would not even have deigned 
to have looked upon the active scene which wag about to take 
place, had he not been stimulated tbereimto by the exhorta- 
tions of Mistress Baby. ** Pit yoursell forward, man,” said that 
provident person, “pit yoursell forward— wha kens where a 
blessing may light ? — they say that a* men share and share 
equals-aqiials in the creature's ulzie, and a pmt o’t waul be 
worth siller, to light the cruize in the lang dark nights that 
they speak of. Pit yoursell forward, man — ^thfire's a graip to 
ye- — faint heart never wan fair lady — wha kens but what, when 
it’s fresh, it may eat weel enough, and spare button* 

What zeal' was added to Triptolemus's motions, by the pro’ 
speot of eating fresh trajn-oil instead of butter, we know not ; 
but, as better might not be, he brandished the rural ^plement 
(a stable-fork) with which he was armed, and went down to 
wage battle w^ the whale. 

The situation in which the enemy’s ill-fate had placed him, 
was particularly ikvourable to the eD)«i]»‘ise of the islanders, 
A tide of imumial height had carried the animal over a large 
bar of sand, into the v<^ or^iiv^k in which be was now Ijii^ 
So soon as h^ found the water ebbing, he became smudble ^ 
his danger, and bad made desperate efibrts to get over the 
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ahalloy water where t&e waves lm>ke the bar ^ but hithorto 
he l»d rather h^oied than mended his condition, having got 
himself partly agnmnd, and lying therefore particularly ^exposed 
to Ihe meditatea attack. At this moipeat the enemy came , 
down up^ him, * The front ranks consisted of the young and 
hardy, armed in the miscellaneoui manner we have described 3 
while, to witness and animate their efforts, the^ young women, 
and the elderly persons of both sexes, took their pla^ among 
the rooks, which overhung scene of action. 

As the boats had to doable a little he§4hmd, ere they openeil 
the mouth of the voe, those who came by land to the shores of 
the inlet had time to make the necessary recannoissafloeB upon 
the force and situation of the enemy, on whom they were about 
to commence a simultandous attack by^land andisea. 

This duty the stout-hearted and experienced general, for so 
the*Udallor might be termed, would intrust to no eyes but his 
own^ dnd indeed, his extenml appearance^ and his sage con- 
duct, rendered him alike qualified for the command which he 
eigjyed. His gold-laced hat was exchanged for a bearskin cap, 
his suit of blue broadcloth, with its scarlet lining, and loops, 
and firogs of buUmn, had given place to a red fiaimel jacket, 
with buttons of black horn, over which wore a s^-skin 
shirt curiously seamed and plaited on the bosom, such as ar^ 
used Joy the Esquimaux, and sometimes by the Greenland 
whale-^hera S^boots of a formidable sue oomplSted his 
dress, and in his hand he held a large whaling-kni&, which h6 
brandished, as if ^impatient to employ it in the a^K4ion of 
fknehing the huge animal which lay before them, — is, the 
act of separating its flesh from its bonea Upon closer exami- 
nation, however, Hie was obliged to confess, that the sport to 
which he had oemduoted his friends, however much it corre- 
sponded with the magnificent scale of hiS hospitHity, was likely 
io be attended wiih its own pe^ar dangers and difficulties. 

The animal, upwards of sixfy feet in length, was lying 
perfbetly still, in a deep part of the voo into which it had 
weltm^ and where it seemed to await the relruni of tide, of 
whidi it was probably assitred by instmet. A council of ex-^ 
pmeneed harpooners was instantly called, and, it was agreed 
that an effmt should be made tdrMme the tail of 'this torind 
levk&an, by castiiig a cable around it, to be made fast by 
knelMmi to tlte shore, and Uitis to secure against his escape, in 
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oaae tke tide ahoold m^e before nete ftble todeqp«t^ 
Three boats were destined to this ddkate pieee of searvicei 
of wbkSb the Udato hixeself pro|K)ied to coinemdy while 
, Gavehuid and Herto)^ were to diroot the wo otlim. 1!^ 
being decided, they sat down on the strefid, waiting with 
impdtience until the nayal pyrt of the toroe should amve in the 
Toe. It was (taring this interval, that Triptolemus YdliOW%, 
after measuring with his eyes the extra o rd i oaiy size of the 
whale, observe^ that in his p^r mind, ** A wain with she owsen, 
or with sixty owSen either, if they were the owsen of the country, 
could not drag sicmi a huge creature firom the water, where it 
was now'lying, to the sea-beach.” , • 

Trifiing as this remark may se^ to the reader, it waa con- 
nected witii a /subject wMch always tired the blo<^ of the old 
Udaller, who, glancing upon Triptolemus a quick and stem 
look, asked him what the devil it signified, supposing a bundled 
oxen could not drag the whale upon the b^h t Mr. Ydlowley, 
though not much liking the tone with whioh the question was 
pui,/elt that Ins dignity and his profit compelled him to answer 
as follows: — ‘‘Nay, sir— you know yoursell. Master Magnus 
Troil, and ereiy one knows that knows anything, that whales 
of siccan size as i^iay not be masterfully dragged on shore by 
*'the instrumentality of one wain with sq; owsen, are the right 
aiK?, property of the Admiral, who is at this time the same 
noble 1(A\1 who is, moreover, Chamberlain of thtoe islea”* 

‘ “ And I tell you, Mr. Triptolemus Yddowley,” said the 
Udaller, ** as I woulci tdl your master if Ke were here, that 
every man who risks his life to bring that fish ashore^ shall have 
an equal share and partition, according to our and^t and 
lovable Norse custom and w(mt ; nay, if there is so much as 
a woman looking on, that will but touch the cable, she wiU be 
partner with us ; ay, more than all that^ if she wiU but 
say there is reason for it, we will assign a^portkgi to the babe 
that is nnbomr* 

The atrii^t principle of equity whioh dictated this last arwge- 
ment, oocamoned laughter amemg the mep, and soma alifi^t 
tionfitSHm am^ the women. Tte fiscTtm, however, tlmu^i it 
shame to be fo easily daunted. said 

he; ‘^1 will stand ftr mf’S^fi's lig^t and my owau*^ 

“WHl you!” reified Magnus; ^to(m«by theMhrtyi%b<atoVi 
you /diall have qo law of potion but t^ fjod and Saint 
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Ofavre^ m h$A befoe ^tber ftotor^ or treasurar, or ch&m« 
berlaift im hwd of i^AII (^ball ahaie tiiat load a hand, and 
OOTor a <»io obe. ^ jon, Uaater Factor, ahali be btuor as 'wall 
aaoftar and fcfaik jouiself luoky to ahare like other folk. 
Juo^ totS that boat** (tor the boats bad by this time polled 
round the headhind)> *^and joo, my lads, make way tor^the 
tooto m the steni-aheeto--^he sh^ be toe first m&a this blessed 
day that shall strike the fiah.^ 

The loud automitative vdoe, and the habit of absolute com- 
mead inferred in toe Udaller's whold ntannef, togethw with 
toe oonsoicms want of tovourers and backers amongst toe rest 
of toe o^pany, rendered it difficult tor Triptolamoa to evade 
coonpliaBoe, although he was thtis’abaut to be placed iu a situa- 
tion equally novel and perilous. He Wits stilly however, hesitat- 
ing, ^and attomptiDg an explanation, witla a voice in which 
anger was qualffied by fear, and both thinly disguised under 
an attempt to be jocular, and to represent the whole as a jest, 
when he heard the voice of Baby maundering m his csar,— 
<< he lose 4iiB share of toe ulxie^ and the lang Zet][|uu1 
winter coming on, when the lightest day iu December is not so 
clear as a moonles* night in the Meams f ^ 

• This domesidc instigation, in additbn to those of fear of the 
^ Udaller, and shame to seem lees courageous than others, so 
inflam^ the agriculturist’s spirits, that he shook his grmp aloft, 
and entered the Iboat with the air of Neptune himself, <5toymg 
on high his trident^ * 

The three boat^ destined for this perilous s^ice w ap- 
proached the dark mase, which lay like an islet in tte deepest 
part of toe voe^ and eufiered them to approach without showing 
any rign of animation. Silently, and with such preoautiou aa 
toe extreme delicacy of the operation required, the mtrepid 
advenluiets, after the failure dT toeir hist atttopt, and the 
eiqsendlture of considerable time, suoceeded in caotmg a cable 
atould^ toe body of the torpid monster, and m carrying tlm 
ends of it atoore, when an hundred hands were instantly 
etD|do^ m securing them. But ere this was | accomplished, 
toe tw began to moke Mt, and the Udaller formed his 
asi^etaiito, tl^ either the fish must be killed, or at least greatly 
«ne the depth of water"^ faTthe W was sufficient to 
fiei^ him ; or tost he was not uidikely to escape fimm tomr 
prowesa • 
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** Wfaerefare/’ said he^ we must set to work, and tks 
shall have the honoiir to make the first tkrow/^ * 

The* valicmt Triptolemus caught the word ;c eod it k neeessai^ 
to say that the patience of the whale, in suj^^rmg hl^sself to oe 
noosed without resistance, had abated hk terrors, and reiy 
much lowered tlie creatures in his opinion. He protested tlm 
fish had no more wit, and scarcely more aetlvit^, than a Uadk 
snail ; and, infiuenced by this undue contempt ^ the adversary, 
he wmted neither 4br a farth^ signal, nor a bett^ weapon, itor 
a more suitable |x>sition, but, rising in his energy, hurled his 
graip with all his force against the unfortunate monster The 
boats h^d not yet retreated from him to the distance necessary 
to ensure saiety, when this *inJtidicious commencement oi the 
war took place* ^ 

Magnus Troil, who had only jested with the factor, an^ had 
reserved the launching the first spear against the whal^ to some 
much *'more skilfifi hand, had just time to exclaim, ^^Mind 
yoiirselvea, lads, or we are all swamped I” when the monster, 
rom^ at once inactivity by the blow of the factor’s missile, 
blew, with a noise resembling the explosion of a steam'-englne, 
a huge shower of water into the air, and «it the same time 
began to lash theiwaves with its tail in eveiy direction. The * 

' boat in which Magnus presided received the shower of brine « 
wkioh the animal spouted aloft ; and the adv^turous Ikiptole- 
mus, ^ho had a full share of the immersion, was so much 
‘astonished and terrified by the consequences of his own valorous 
deed, that he tumbled backwards amongst the feet of the people, 
who, too busy to attend to him, were actively engaged in getting 
idle bbat into shofd water, out of the whale’s rea^. Hm he 
lay for some minutes, trampled on by the fedl oi the boateen, 
until they lay on their oars to bale, when the Udaller ordered 
them to pull to shenre,* and land this spare hand, who had mm- 
menoed fishing so inotispiciousiy. « * 

While this was doing, the other boats hod abo pulled off to 
safer distance, and no^, fitnpa these as well as finom the 
the^ unfortunate native of the deep was overwhdmed by all 
«kin^ of missiles, — harpoons and ia|li^ fiew against him on all 
sides — guns were fired, and each various means of a&ncyaiice 
plied whifdi oould d^tnte iBlSTto ethanst hk starength in uadsas 
rage. When the animal found that he was ^ked in by 
shallnws on all ddes, and became scaunhle, at ike same time, m 
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tbe atiani of ^ ealjle oft Ua hodf^ the ecmttilidve «ffoit8 vhioh 
he mlMe to escape, eccoOfipimied wi^ eotmda wembling deep 
and load greans; leoiild hate xnoted the oondpassioa of all to 
a pftaeUa^ ‘wha}%hsh€tf. The JpqMatedssl^wera which he 
epmi^ into the air hegain now to \» minted with Uood, 

^6 wayee whkh soirotuded him tenined the game orimson 
appearance. Meantime the attempts of the assailants were 
ledonhled; to Hordaont Mertoun and OLeteland, in par- 
ticniaar, exerted thepmaelyes te the^utteamoe^ intending who 
should diapl^ most courage in approaching the monster, so 
trem^dc^ in its agonies, and should indict the most (|pep and 
deadly wounds upon its huge bulk. ** 

The contest seemed at last^i^tty well over; for although 
the animal oontinued from time to^time to make fhiutio 
exertions for liberty, yet its strength appeared so much ex- 
hausted,^ that, eren ^h the assistance of the tide, which 
had now risen oomsiderably, it was thought it could scarcely 
extricate itself ^ 

Magnus gaye*the signal to yenturp nearer to the whale, 
calling out at Ihe same time, CJlose in, lads, she is not half 
so mad now— Thi factor may look for a winter's oil for the 
•two lamps at Harfra — Pull close in, lads.” 
p Ere his ordera could be ob^red, the other two boats had ' 
anticipated hk purpose ; and Mordaunt Mertoun, e^er *to 
distinguish him^ above Cleveland, had, with the whole 
strength he possessed, plung^ a half-pike into the bo<iy of the* 
animal But the kviathan, like a nation whose resout^ appear 
totally mdiaustod by previous losses and ctdamitica^ ci^lectod 
his whok remaining force for an rfTort, which prov^ at once 
deiqperate and suoDessfiil The wound, last received, •had pro* 
bably reached through his external defences of bliiblw, and 
atta^ifld some very sensitive part of the system ^ for he roared 
aloud, M he %ent fo the s^ a mingled sheet ef brine and 
lad manpipmg ^ strong cahk like anw|g, overset 
Mertouafs boat with a Wow of his tail, shot him^f, by a 
migi^ over the bar, upon which tide had now rWi 
ccnsidarWdy and made out^ aea, carrying witWhim a whole 
grove ef the implements which h^ bera i^ted in hie body, 
and leaving behiiid him, on the wiS&s, a dark red ^aee of 
hkeoiim 

** Them {gtea to sea your duise of oil, Master TeUowky,” 
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mid Uimtui, ^^«&d jtAt nitii^ tmMm 

bedii^lhedmk." " W ^ 

** Openm ^ <d€im mutitmad j{ 

tiiej mtdi me wbid(Myii!E^ egab^ I irilH mma^ 
entail mralloir me m he did 

But whe^ k Hcmdaii^ Mertmm d9 ^addkt**e»di)taed 
Okud Haloro ; and it wm iusta&tlf pemiimd tibat the ycmtb^ 
who had been etmmed whm bk bo^ im» itoire^ im to 
swim to ehote m the other dftilcne did, and he^ floated mnmtoae 
upmi the iraveH. 

We jmve noticed the etnmge and inhuman pr^n^se^ lehteh 
rendered the Zetlanders of pedod unwflling to amiat llioae 
whom saw in the act'^o^ drowtih9|;i thoi^ tikt te tiie 
calamity to Which the^idandm are meet fr6qum% earpoeed. 
Three men, howerlr, soared above this aupeinrtitioit The flrst 
was Claud Haloro who threw himself ftom a small head^ 
bng into the wavm, forgetting, as he himsdf alterwar^ btated^ 
that he could not ewim, and, if possessed of the harp of Arkm, 
had no dolphins in at^ds^oe. The fimi pltm|e which the 
poet made in deep water, reminding him of tiLem de^endee, 
he was fain to ding to the rock foom whldi he had dived, 
and was at length gl^ to ri^am the shore, at ^ expense of a' 
ducking. 

'Ma^us Troll, whose hmiest heart foargotebk late ^molneas 
towards Mordaunt, when be saw the youth’s danger* would 
instantly have brought him more edffiBotual»aSsistanee, but Skic 
Seambe^ held him fhsi t 

’^Etout, sir — hout/’ exclaimed that fidthM attendant — 
** Captain Cleveland baa a grip of Mr. Mor^umt~ just let Ube 
twa atn^igers help ilk other, and stand by tdm Tkb 

li j^t of i ^ countiy not to be mmAM tit the l&e itmu 
Bide stQl, dr, I say— JK^edness Voe is not a how} ef pbatk 
that a man tan be Ashed out ^ like a team wiih'^a io^ ipomu” 
This sage ^monstrance wtmld hate been altofdher lUt 
upon Mag^ had he not obasrvsd dmt CSateland 
jumped Out the boat, and swam to IdMousAi iissM»n% 
^kecftnit^him afloat till dm ^ came to ^ aid of both. 
As soem as Hm it^edii^ widdi called m for 
lasdstance'wae H^dsdaC^e tTflaOm^ Mm Id im$m 
^a|d temimded iMfoettBgf the 0^ 

^ thcM^ im M agaM XcadatiiflHKefl^^ he 
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Aa(ik,*eB fail «a9 tiraJtig m«dh 1 acnn^ly from 

HmtlMi, oiidM^ EH« Ml old fed mifoifeg i9mt |» oaied 
«lie(3im ilMk yomiB feSonr 

gtiSL l^aminljiManife hfe aMmuMd fedlSfeMooe, Magtnu could 
po^fegorar ^ tieadaof timoiteto, vhi^mimnmding 
Modbumt^as flooB «i 1» im laon|l)t «a dtoim, irde tfeaiitebly 
cnqilQjOil fe wdeamittliig lo mobU bfei to and ho mia not 
ahlo to attaih ihe aiipeaiiaBee <tf abt^nto vnoDaoeni, un^ the 
ymtag maa «t on tim be^'^aiid plainly that the 

aooldent bad hem attended with no material oonaequenceo. It 
waa femt that« caning tibe aaaiataate fat not giving the lad 
aglasadTlHatidy, he miked ^aliealy away, ai if totally tuuxm- 
amaed » Us fefte * ^ 

The women, alwaye aoenmte tn owTving the tell-tale ono- 
tioae of each other, feiled not to mnark, il^t when the siatera 
of Weetra aaw Mmitiannt inuneraed to the waToe, Minna 
grew aa pale as deotii, while Brenda uttered sacceaidvh shriela 
^ temar. But thongh there w«e some agds, w^Sks, and fafets 
that sold aegdUntance were not easily fergot, it was, oj the 
whde, oaodidfy admitted, toat less than such marim of interest 
eottld soaroe hav«n>em> expected, whmi ihqr saw the companion 
' of their earlyyonth in the act of perishing hdore their eyes. „ 
Whatever intenBt‘’Miwdaanf8 cmditiou excited while it 
seemed podloo^ began to abate as he reoovra’ed him^; and 
when fa».sen8es were felly reetored, only dand Halcro, wit^ 
.two or three otbma, was standing by him. About ton paces 
qff stood Ofevebnd— his hair and d^ee droppingwreter, and 
hhi feafraw weanng so pecnliar an dtprearion, as Ifetnediately 
to ifineBt the sl|mtian of Ifordaont. There was a suppressed 
•mQe OB his dmoc, and a look of pride in his eye, tHht implied 
tfemattoB from a painfid netnint, an^, something leeemuing 
' griktlSed sooatii. COand Holoto hsatened to intimate to Mor- 
jfeat*h« owed Us life to Olevdmid; and the youth, 
Migwom the ground, and kaiing all other feeUngs in tiioso 
if jp atetide y stopped ferward with his hand stoetehed out, to 
offik Us wwtaest thanks to Us preserver. Itit he stop^ 
sheet U, sniprise^ as Olovdf^ Wtreatiag'a pace br twe^ lUm 
Us attma on US lneast> sad dethned to, accept Ua peoBwed 
hand. He draw hade fe tnrm and g^uted wife satoUshmeht at 
' titotiggmUaw mm^ atsuist insnltiag look, wiQi whidi 
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or at least ojKoiness of bearing, now, after having thus rendered 
hull a most important scnoce, choac to receive his thanks* 

** It i« enough/* said Cleveland, observmg ibis surprise, ‘‘and 
it IS luineccHwiry to stiy more about it. I hj;^ve paid^^back my 
do))t. and we are now equal.” 

“You arc piore than e^iaal wuth me, Captain Cleveland/’ 
answered Mertcain, ‘Mx‘eause you endangered your life to do 
for me uliat I did for you without the slightest risk , — besides,” 
he add(*<l, trying to give the discourse a more jiloasaut turn, 
I have your nne gun to boot ” 

“ Co^\^ards only roiuit danger for any jxunt of the game,” said 
('levelaiiil. ‘‘Danger has lieen my consort for life, and siuled 
'With me on a thousand w'orse ' voyages , — and for rides, I have 
enough of my ovvn, and you may see, when you will, which can 
use them best ” 

TIhtc was something in the tone with w'liich thus was said, 
flint hiiiuek Moidaunt strongly, it was niiching malieho, as 
ll.iiulet says, "and infant miMhiof (ne\ eland saw his surprise, 
canui close u]) to him, gjid spok*‘ in a low tone of voice . — 
“ Hark ye, rny young brother, — there us a custom amongst us 
gentUmieu of fortune, that when we follow the same cluiso and 
take the wind out of each other’s sails, w^e think sixty yards of 
the s(‘a luiK h, and a brace of rifl(‘8, arc ao bad w'ay of making 
our odds even ” w 

“ 1 do not imderstand you, Captain Cleveland,” said Mor 
daunt , 

“ 1 do not suppose you do, — I did not supjMise you would,” 
said the Captain , and, turning on his heel, with a smilo that 
iCHomhled a sneer, Mordaunt saw him mingle ^with the guests, 
and very' soon la'lield him at the side of Minna, whn was talking 
to him with animated ^features, that seemed to thank him for 
Ids gallant and geuenms conduct 

“If it weie not for llremhi,” thought Jilordaunt, ‘'I almost 
\Msh ho lu\d left tue m the voe, tor no cue seems to care 
whether I am alne or dead. — Two rifles and sixty yards of sen- 
Iwcli — is that what lie [>omts at 1 — It may come, — but not on 
the day he hm 8a\cd my life with risk of bis owm ” 

While he whs thus musing, Enc Sc;imbester was whispering 
to Ilalcro, “ If these two 'fads do not (Jo each other a mischief, 
there is no faith in freits. Master Mordaunt saves Cleveland, 
— Well — Cleveland, in rtHpiital, has turned ail the sunsbhif 
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of Bjirgh Westra to his own Bide of the house , and think what 
It is to lose favour in such a house as this, whore tlie punch 
kettle is never ^allowed to cool I Well, now that Cleveland in 
his turn has been such a fool as to Mi Mordaunt out of the 
voe, if he d^es not give him sour eillocks for stock-fi.sh 
“ Pshaw, pshaw !” replied the poet, ‘‘ tliat is all old women’s 
fancies, my fhend Eric, for iS^hat says glfinous Di^’don - - 
sainted John, — 

The yellow gall thatSn your hosbii^ floats, 

Engenders all these melancholy thoughts " ^ 

'‘Sllint John, or Saint James either, may^be mistUkcn in tlio 
matter,’* said Enc; ^^for I •think neither of them lived in 
Zetland I only say, that if there^ns faith in old saws, these 
tyo lads will do each other a mischief , wid if they do, I trust 
It will light on Mordaunf Mortouiu” 

jfud wdiy, Enc Scambeater,” said Hal(Ho hastily-aad, angrily, 
should you wish ill to that poor yoimg man, tlmt m woith fifty 
o/ the other * 

“ Let every one roose the ford cA he finds it,” replied Eric . 
Master Mordaunt is all for wan water, like his old dog-fish of 
a father ; now Captain Cleveland, d'ye se^ takes his glass, hke 
an honest fellow and a gentleman ” * 

“^Rightly reasoned, and in thine own division,” said Fl^alcro , 
and breiikmg ofl their conversation, to<jk his way boi k t(j Burgh 
Westra, to winch the guests of Magnus were nu^^ rcturmiig, 
discussing as they went, with much animation, ti c various 
incidents of tffeir attack upon the whale, and not a little 
scandalised that it should have baffled all tlicir exertions. 

“ I hope CaJ^tam Donderdrecht of , the Eintnu ht af Rotterdam 
will never hear of it,** said Magnus , he would swear, ilonner 
and blitzen, we were only fit to fish fflJuuderH*”* 

• contest ab&nt the wt&le will reuunU th«a reader u{ 

i^atUe c^f the Summer IhUktuia. * 


VOL. Xlll, 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEENTH. . 

And helter-skelter have I rode to thee, 

And tidings do I bnng, and lucky joys, 

And golden times, #md happy news of price. 

ANOIEIH' PlSTOU 

Fortune, who seom? at time^ to bear a conscience, owed tho 
hospitable Udaller some amends, and accordingly repaid to 
Burgh Westra the disappointment occasioned by the unsuccessful 
whale-fiahibg, by s^duig thither, on the evening of the day in 
which that incident hapiiened, nr loss a person than the yagger, 
or travelling merchant, as ‘be styled himself, Bryce Snailsfoot, 
who arrived m great i^ rnp, himself on one pony, and his pack of 
goods, sw^elled to nearly double its usual size, forming the burden 
of another which wait led by a bare-beaded, bare-legged boy 
As Biyce Junounced himself the bearer of important news, 
be was introduced to the duimg-a|iartment, where (for that 
primitfve age wiis no respecter of persons) he was permitted to 
bit down at a side-table, and amply supplied ^^nth provisions 
and good Inpior, w^jiile the attentive hospitality of Magnus 
rmitted no questions to be put to him, uptil, his hunger and 
thirst appeased, hj announced, witli the sense of xmix)rtamce 
attached distant travels, that he had just yefif».erday arrived 
at Lerwick fiom Kiikwall, the capital of Orkney, and would 
have been here yesterday, but it blew hard off fbe Fitful Head. 
“ We had no wind here,'’ Btud Magnus. 

There is boinelKxly has not been sleeping, then,” said Uie 
pedlar, “anibher name begins -with N ; but Hetvy«*4i la above all,” 
But tlie news from Orkney, Bryce, instead of croaking about 
a capful of wind?” * 

“Such news,” re[)lietl Bryce, “as has not^been ^eard this 
thirty years — noLeince Croinweirs time.” 

“There is not luiothor Revolution, is there 1” said Halcro j 
“ King James has not come back as blithe as King Charbe did, 
has her 

‘^U’s iiews,’^ itiplied the pedlar^ “that are worth twenty 
kmgs, and kmgdoma boot of them ; for what good did tlm 
evolutions ever do us? and I dare say w^e have seenadosen, 
great aiid sma’.” 
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“Are aoj Imliamea come north about said M&^u» 
Troil. 

“Ye are ncwunr the mark, Fowd,'' said the yagjfcr , “ but it 
ia nae Indiaman, but a gallant anne^ veasel, ohoket\il of m^- 
chantfiae, that* they part with ao easy tliat a decent man like 
mysell can afford to give the country the best pennywofths you 
ever saw ; and that you will my when I opftn that pack, for [ 
count to carry it back another sort lighter than when I brought 
it hero.'' • 

“ Ay, ay, Bryce,” said the UMler, “ you'must have had good 
bargains if you sell cheap ; but what ^hip was it * 

“Oannot justly say — I spoke to nobody ^but the^ptaiu, who 
was a discreet man ; but sha had been down on the Spanish 
Main, for she has silks and satins, «and tobacco, I warrant you, 
and wme, and no lack of sugar, anck bonny-waUn^a baith of 
Silver and gowd, and a bonnie dredging of gold dust into the 
barji^niri.” * % 

“What was she liker’ said Cleveland, who seemed to give 
mucli attention, • 

* “A stout ship,” said the itinerant merchant, “ schoonJlr-ngge^i, 
sails like a dojphin, they say, carries twelve guns, and is pierced 
for twenty.” ^ 

“Did you hear.tho captain's namcH” said Cleveland, speak- 
ing rather lower than his usual tone. ^ • 

I jUHt dfd him the Captain,” replied Br^(^ Snajisfoot ; “for 
I make it a rule never to ask questions of them 1 deal with in 
the way of trade , for there is many an honest capt m, l>eggmg 
your pardon, Captain Cleveland, that does not care u> have hw 
name tacked to his title ; and an long as wc kon what bargains 
we nre makiiJSv'^bat signifies it wha we are nial^ig them wi’, 
ye ken 1” ^ 

“ Biyce Snailsfoot is a cautious mat,” said <he Udaller, laugh- 
ing ; “ he^knowj a fool may ask more questions than a wise man 
carea to answer." ^ 

“ I have dealt with the fair trarlers in my day/'-ieplied Snoils- 
foot, “and I ken nae use in blurting bniidiout with a man’s 
name at every moment , Jiut I will uphold thif; gentleman to be 
a gallant commander — ay, and a kmd one too ^ for every one of. 
his crew is as brave in apparel as JfImsaJf nearly-w-the very fore- 
mast-men tefke their silken scarfs ; I have seen many a lady 
wear a warse, and think hersell nae stna’ drink — and (or siller 
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biittoriR, and buckles, and the lave of sic vanities, there is nae 
end of tliem ’* 

Idiots V' muttered Cleveland lietween his te^'th , and then 
tnlded, “ I supjKise they ar^» often ashore to show all their bravery 
to the lasses of Kirkwall V* 

“ NeVi a bit of that are thej. The Captain will scarce let 
them stir aslioie wrthout the boatswaih go in the boat — as rough 
a tarjiaulin an ever swab’d a deck — and you may as weel catch fi 
(at without her claws cs him without his cutlass and his double 
brace of pistols aliout him ; every man stands as much in awe 
of Inin as of tlie cominaridcr himsell ” 

“ That iTih>^t he Jfawkins or the devil/' said Cleveland “ 

Aw eel, Captain/* replied the yagger, “ be he the tane or the 
tither, or a w'ee bit o’ baith/'emnd it is you that gave him these 
names, and not me *’ 

“Wli\, (Japtain Cleveland/’ said the Udaller, ‘‘this may 
prove the ’« ‘•''y consort ^yoii spoke of” 

“ They must Inve liod some good luck, then,” said Cle^elanrl, 
“to put them iii Iwdtel plight than w lien I left them. — Did 
they speak of having lost thHr consort, iiedlarl” 

“ In troth did they,” said Bryce , “ that is, t^ey said some- 
thing alumt a partner that had gone down to Davie Jones in 
tli^'^e Mtas ” 

“ Ami did you tell them w^hat you knew of her?” said the 
Udaller ' * 

‘'"And wha the deevil wad hae been the fule, then,” said the 
pedlar, “that 1 suld sa) sue? When they keniT what came of 
the ship, the next question wad have been about the cargo — 
and yo wad not have had me bring down an armed vessel on 
the coast, to hame the poor folk about a wdie«i>>*'rag8 of duds 
that the sea flung iqion their shores?” 

“ Besides what might have l>een found in your own pack, 
YOU scoundrel said Magnus Troil , an observation which pro- 
duced a loud laugh Tlie Udaller could not help joining in 
the hilarity wdlich applauded his jest , but instantly composing 
his countenance, ,he said, in an unusually grave tone, “ You 
may laugh, my ftiends , hut this is a natter which brings both 
i a curse and a shame on the country , and till we learn to regard 
the rights of them that Miffct by the wurids and w aves, we shall 
desm e to be oppresseii and hag-ridden, as w^e have been and are, 
b\ the sui>euor btieugth of the stiungeis who lule us ” 
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The company hung their heada at the rebuke of ^lagniu's 
Troil, Perhaps some, even of the l>etter claas, mfght be con- 
scienge-struck on their own account; and all of them 
sensible that tlie appetjte for plunder, on the part of the toiianlH 
and mfcriors, was not at all# times restrained with ‘sufficient 
strictness* But Cleveland made answer gaiiy, If those hone>^t 
fellows be my comrades, I will answer for them that they will 
never trouble the country abtnt a jiarc^l of chests, hammocks, 
and such trumpeiy, that the Roost njay have washed ashore out 
of my poor sloop What signifies to them whether the trash 
went to Bryce BuaiLsfoot, or to the bottom, or •to the devil ^ 
imbucklo thy pack, Blyfte, and sliow the ladies thy wirgo, 
and perliaps we may see somethinl} that wiU please them/' 

• “It (^uiiot be hi8 consort," said Bfemla, in a whisfior to lier 
sisVr ; “ lie wouhl have shown more joy at their apjiearancc." 

• “ It must bo the ve^el," answwed Minna , liis eye 

glisten at the thought of being again united to the partner of 
hiB dangcr/n" 

“ PerhajiB it glistened,*’ said Her sister, still apart, “ at the 
thought of ItSaving Zetland , it is difficult to guess the thought 
of the heart from the glance <ff tho eyeV* 

“Judge not aJt least unkindly of a friend’s thought,” said 
Minna ^ then, Brenda, if you are mistaken, iihe fault 

rests not with you " * 

During tluH dialogue, Bryee Snailsfoot ivaa busied in Ancoil 
ing the carefully arranged cordage of hw paiik, wh'^ h aniounterl 
to six good yards of dressed sealskin, curiously con, pi leaked and 
secured by ^11 manner of knots and buckles He w'as consider- 
ably intem?ptc(l m the ta^k by the Udaller and others, who 
pressed him with questions re^specting the stranger vessel 

“ Were the officers often ashore? and huw were they receiveil 
by the peopJ*f Kirkwall V* said Magnus Troil. 

“Excellently weU,” answered Br^ce linailsfof^t , “and the 
Captain and one or two of hi« men liad l>eeii at some (jf the 
vanities and dances which went forward in the town , but there 
had been some word Aout customs, or king 4 duties, or the like, 
and some of the higher folk, thaj^took upou them as magistraUjs, 
or the like, had hail words with the* Oai»tam, ^nd he refused to 
satisfy them , and then it is like he was more coldly lookeiJ on, 
and he spoke of carrying the ship roimd to Stronmess, or th»* 
Langhope, for she lay under the guns of the battery at 
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wall. But he'' (Bryce) ‘‘thought she wad bide at Kirkwall till 
the Bummer-fair was over, for all that." ' 

“ The Orkney gentry," 'jaid Magnus Troil, “ are alwayr in a 
hurry to draw the Scotch collar tighter round their own necks. 
Is it not ^enough th^t we must pay scat and wattky^ which were 
all the public; dues under our old Norse government ; but must 
they come over us with king's dues and customs besides 1 It is 
the f>art of an honest nian to resi-^t these things. I have done 
80 all my life, and wifi do po to the end of it.” 

There was a loud jubilee and shout of applause among, the 
guests, who -^^ere (some of them at least) better pleased n^nth 
Magnus Troll's latitudinarian principle’s with respect to the 
public revenue (wdiich were extremely natural to those living 
in 80 secluded a situation, and Hubjocted to many additional 
(ixaetiona), than they had been with the r.goiir of his judgmmt 
on the hub;' *!» of wreel^ed goods But Minna’s inexperienced 
toolings earned hef farther than her father, wlale she whi8[)ered 
to lirenda^ not unheard fiy Cleveland, that the tame spirit of 
the Omidians had missed every chance which late incidents 
had given them to emancipito these islands from ' the Scottish 
yoke, 

“ Why," she said, “ should we not, under so many changes 
uj late tunes have introduced, have seized the opportunity bi 
shako otf an allogionce which is not justly due from us, and to 
retunr to the protection of Denmark, our parent country 1 Why 
should we yet liesitato to do this, but that the gent^ of Orkney 
have mixed families and fnejidship so much with our mvaiiers, 
that tliey liave lieconie dead to the throb of the hwroic Norse 
bU>i>d, which they derived from their ancestors?" 

The latter part of this mtnotic speech happened to reach 
the astonished ears of our friend Triptolemus, who, having a 
Rincere devotion for the Ih-otestaiit succession, aim the lievolu- 
tion as established, siu^irised into the ejaculation, “ As the 
old cock crows the young cock learns — hen I should say, mis- 
tress, and I crave yobr pardon if I say aijytlving amiss in either 
gendei^ But it is^^a happy country W'here the father declares 
against the king’s customs, and ,the daughter against the king's 
crown , and, in Hiy judgment, it can end in naething but trees 
and tows." 

* [Tliese old Dauish taxes, the latter otiginaUy for behoof of the 
church ] 
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^*Ti‘ees are scarce amoiig us,’* said Ma^^us ; “ aud for ropes, 
we need them for our n^lging, aud caunot sjiare tjiein to bo 
shirt collars,” * 

Ahd whoever,” said the Captain, ^ takes umbrage at whftt 
this young lady says, had better keep his ears and tongue for a 
safer employment than such an iulventure ” • 

“ Ay, ay," said Tnptolomus, “ it helps the matter much to 
speak truths, whilk are as uuwolcoino tp a proud stomach, as 
wet clover to a cow’s, iu a land where lads are ready to draw the 
whittle if a lassie but looks awry. Brtt what manners are to he 
expected in a country where folk call n jdcugh-sock-^ luarkal 1" 
Hark ye, Master Yellovl^," said the Captiuu, suuling, “ I 
hope my manners are among Ujose ahiibos which you come 
hitlicr to reform , any exi>erm!eut on tl\pm iifay be dangerous. " 

* well as diihcult," said Tnptoleimm, drily, “but fear 
npthhig, Captain (JleiFelaiid, from inj\ rcmoDKtraucos. My 
labtmrs regard the men and things ul the not the 

men and things of the seu,— you are no^ of my element ” 

“ Let us *l>c friends, then, old Clod-comjioller,” Jiaid the 
Captain. * 

“ Clod-compeller !” said the agriculturist, bethinking himself 
of the lore or liis gjirlier days , Clod -co’m pel ler pro cloud-c^un- 

peyer, Zfuf — Qraiciim — m which voyage came ^ 

you by that ‘^ihrase f ’ , * 

“I have travelled IxKiks as well as soils in iny day," said^the 
Captain , “ bift my last vt»yagcs have Ix-cu of a r<* t to moke 
me forget my enrly cruiscj^ through classic know It Igc. — But 
come here, Bryce — liast ca^»t off the lashing 1 — Come all hands, 
and let us sc!^,if he lias aught in his cargo that is^worth lot»kiug 
upon.” , 

With a proud, and, at the same 4mie, a jrily smile, did the 
crafty |)QdIar cbsiilay a collection of wariis far superior to tliose 
which usually tilled his packages, and, in yafticular, some stalls 
and embroideries, of such beauty and cuiiosity, fnngcd, flowered, 
and worked, with such art and magnificence, n[>on foreign and 
arabesque patterns, th<<jt the sight might l.ave dazded a for 
more brilliant company than the simple race of Thule. All 
behold and admiretl, while MistfessjBaby 'Yejlowlcy, holding 
up her hands, protested it was a sin even to look upon such 
extravagance, and worse than murder ho much as to ask the 
price of them, * 
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Others, however, were more courageous , and the prioea 
demanded^ by the merchant, if they were not, as he himself 
declared, something just more than nothing — short only of an 
absolute free gift of his wares, were nevertheleca so moderate, 
as to show that he himself must have made an eiuiy aaiuisition 
of tlie goods, judging by the Ate at which he offered to part 
witli them Accordingly, the cheapness of the articles created 
a rapid sale , for in Zijtland, as well as elsewhere, wise folk buy 
more from the pruflcntial desire to secure a good bargain, than 
from any rOlil occasion for^lhe [uirchase The Lady Glowrowruin 
bought sevm jictticoats and twelve stoinachcrs on this sole 
jinnciple, and other matrons preceitt rivalled her in this saga- 
cious Hpeties of (H‘onomy The Udaller was also a considerable 
purchaser , but the pnncijml customer for whatever could plc^ase 
tlu* cyo of beauty, was the gallant Captiun Cleveland, who 
niimnagcd the yagger’s stores in selectuig presents for the 
Liduis of thc'fic^rty, in which Minna and Brenda Trod were 
csficcially remembered • 

** I f(^r,” said Magnus Tioil, that the young women are to 
consider these pretty presents as keepsakes, and that all this 
liberality is only a sure sign we are soon to lose youT’ 

This question seeuiell to embarrass him to whom it was put. 

“ I scarce know,” ho said, with some hesitation, whether this 
%e^8ol IS my consort oi no — I must take a trip to "Kirkwall to 
inal^e sure of that matter, and then I hojie to retuni to Dunross- 
ncss to bid you all farewell ” 

In tliat ciise,” said the Udaller, after a raorac^ut’s pause, I 
tlimk J may ciury you thither I should be at the Kirk>va]l 
fair, to settle ^ith the merclmiits I have consigi^fl my fish to, 
and I have ofkm pn)iiiisetl Minna and Brenda that they should 
see the fair. Perhaps ala^ your consort, or these strangers, 
whotwer they be, may have some merchandise^ that twill suit 
me I love to see my ngging-loft well stoi^ked with goods, 
almost as much as to see it full of dancers. We muII go to 
Orkney in my omi brig, and I can offer you a htunmock, if you 
^ull” f 

Ttie offer aoeme4 so acceptable to Cleveland, that, after 
jwunng himself forth in thanks, he seemed detennmed to mark 
ins joy by exhausting Bryce Snailsfoot’s treasures in iil^erality 
to the eomjiuny The contents of a purse of gold were trana 
terred to the j agger, >\ith a facility and indifference on the part 
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of ifcs former owner which argued either the greatest piofusiou, 
or consciousness of^ supenor and inexhaustible wealth ; so tiiat 
Baby whis^red to her brother, that if Im could afford to fling 
away money at thia rate, the lad had made a bettor voyage lu » 
broken ship, tliau all the skippers Dundee had made in their 
haill ancs for a twelvemonth pjist.*’ ' 

But the angiy feding in which she made this remark was 
much mollified, when Cleveland, whose objeH it seemed that 
evening to bo, to buy golden opinions (>f a'l sorts of men, 
approached her with a garment somewhat resembling in Hha})e 
the Scottfsh plaid, but woven of a sort of wooj so soft? tliat it 
felt to the touch as if it were emtifwsed of eider down “ This,” 
he said, “ was a part of a Spanish lady dress (mlled a vutntilla , 
as it^would exactly fit the size of Mrs. Baby Yello\s ley, and was 
very well suited for the fygs of the climate of Zetland, be 
enti^te<f her to we^r it for his sake.” The huly, witb^/j Uiucli 
(toudescerulmg sweetness as her countenance was to ex]>ress, 
not /miy consent<jd to receive this mark of gallantry, but per- 
mitted tlie donor to arrange the mantilla ujion her projecting 
and bony shoulder-blades, where, said Claud Halero, it bung, 
•for all the world, as if it had been stretched V*itwixt a coiijde of 
t cloak-pins.” 

Whiki the Ciijitain was iierforuung this jncco of C()iirt(;,8y, 
much to the en^rtamment of the company, whi(’h, it may Ik* 
presumed, was his pnncifial object from the beginning, Mor- 
daunt Mertoun made purchase of a small golden diapi* ^ with 
the private intention of jiresenting it to Brenda, when be dioubl 
find an opportunity The pnix) was fixed, and the artudn laid 
aside. Claud Hk^cro also showed some desire of possessing a 
silver box of antique shape, for depositing tobacco, which ho 
was in the habit of using in consideraWie quantity But tlie 
banl seldom 4iarl ewent com in promptitude, and, ind<Kjd, in 
his Trandenog way of life, had little oivusion^for any, and 
Bryc^j on the other hand, his having been hitherto a rea<ly- 
money trade, protested, that his very moderate- profits upon 
such rare and choice article*! would not allow of his affonling 
credit to the purchaser. Mordaunt gathered the import of this 
conversation from the mode m which Ihct* whispered together, 
while the Wd seemed to advance a wishful finger towards the 
box in question, and the cautious pedlar detained it witl^ the 
weight of liH whole hand, as if he had afraid it would 
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literally make itself winga, and liy into Claud Halcro’s pocket 
Mordannt Mertoun at tins moment, desirous to gratify an 
old acquaintance, lai^ the price of the box on the table, and 
said lie would not |,>ermit Master Halcro to purchase Hhat box, 
as he had settled in his own mind to make him a present of 
It ' • 

I cannot think of robbing you, my dear young friend,” said 
tlie poet , “ but th^ truth ij, that that same box docs reinuid 
me fitiangoly of •glorious John’s, out of which I had the honour 
to take*n pinch at tlie'Wits' Colfeehouhe, for whicli I think more 
highly iiiy rigjit hand finger and thumb than any otlun* part 
of my body , only you must idlcw me to pay you l*ack the price 
when my Urk^stcr stoclpfish come to market ” 

Settle that iis ytu like betwixt you,” said the yogger, taking 
up Mordauut’s money ; “ the box is bought and sold.” 

“ dare/you sell over again,” said CnpUim Cleveland, 

suddenly iDta**fcimg, “ what you alicady have sold to me I” 

All woie surprised at this interjection, which w'aa hastily 
madfi, as Cleveland, having turned from Mistress Baby, had 
become suddenly, and, as it seemed, not witluiiut emotion, aw'are 
w^hat articles Biycf. Suoilsfoot w'as now’ disimmg of To this f 
^short and fierce question, the y»igger, afraid to contradict a cus- 
tonjier of lus description, answered only by stammenng, t^at the 
“ Lord Liu*w he meant iioe offence.” '' 

» How’, sir* no oficnce!” said the seaman, “and dispose of 
my property extending his hand at the saine time to the box 
and chaplet , “ restore the yoimg gentleman’^ money, and learn 
to keep your course on the mendian of honesty.” 

The yagger, conluseil and reluctant, pulle^i^out his leathern 
pouch to repay to Mordaunt tlie money he had just deposited 
in it , but the youth ^fas not to be so satisficMl 

“ The articles,” he said, “ w’ere bought aijd sold — these were 
your own worde, Biyce Snailsfoot, m Master HalcTo’e hearing ^ 
and I will Siififer neither you nor any other to deprive me of my 
property.” 

“ ibar prgperty, young man ?” said Cleveland ; “ it is mine 
— I spoke to Brj’ce respecting them an instant before I turned 
from the table.” * 

“ I — I— I had not just heard distinctly,” said Bryc^, evidently 
anwijhng to offend either party. 

“ Come, come,” said the UiMler, “ we will have no quarrelling 
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about baubles ; wo shall be summoned presently to the 
loft,” — 80 be used towcall the apartment used as a ball-room, — 
** and we must all go m good humour. The things shall remain 
with Br}'ce for to-night, and to-morrow I will myself settle whom 
they shall belong to.” n ^ 

The laws of the Udaller in his own house were alisolute as 
those of the Modes, The two young men, regarding each 
other with looks of sullen disjiloasure, drew^ off in different 
directions. 

It IS seldom that the second day of a prolonged festival 
equals the first. The spints, as well as the limlia, are'^aded, 
and unequal to the renewed e3?pthiditure of animation ami 
exertion, and the dance at Burgh We>tTa w^as sistaiued with 
much mirth than on the prtveding evening It was yet 
an hour fropi midnight, when^eveu the reluctant Magnus Troil, 
aft(‘r regretting the degeneracy of the times, 'and vyshtr,/ he 
could tnuisfuse into the modem Hjaltlanders some of^he vigour 
which ,still animated his own frame, found liimself coinf>elled to 
give the signal for general retreat 

Just as this took •place, Halcro, leading Mordaunt Mcrtoun 
a* little aside, said he had a message to him from Captain 
Clevehuid. 

A message ijaid Mordaunt, his heart Iniatiiig somewhat 
thick as he spoke — A challenge, I sup|>ose1” 

“A challenge*” rfjieatcd Halcro, who over heard of a 
challenge in our quiet islands 1 Do you think that I look like 
a enmer of challong(!8, and to you of all men living'/— -I am 
none of those fighting fisih, as glorious John calls them ; and it 
was not quite a mest^e I ba<l to deliver— only thus far — this 
Captain Cleveland, I find, hath set his heart ujion having these 
articles you looked at.” ^ 

‘^He shall not havo them, I swear to you,” replies! Mordaunt 
Mertoun, 

** Nay, but hear me,” said Halcro ; ** it seems thaf, by the 
marks or arms that are upon them, he knows that they were 
formerly bis property Now, *Vere you to give me the Imx, as 
you promised, I fairly tell you, I should ^ve the man back his 
own.” “ • 

‘‘And Brenda might do the like,” thought Mordaunt to 
himself, and instantly replied aloud, ** I have thought betien of 
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It, my friend Captain Cleveland shall have the toys he seta 
suclf store hy, but it is on one sole condition-** 

“ Nay, you will^sjwil all with your conditions/' said Halcro ; 

“for as ^doriouH John says, conditions areljut” 

* Hear me, I say, witji patience. — My condition is, that he 
keeps the toys m exchange for the nfle-gim I accepted from him, 
ivlii(“h will leave no obligation between m on either snle." 

“I see where* you would be — this Ls Sobastiaji and Doiax all 
ocer.^ Well, ^oii lyuy let the yagger know he is to deliver the 
things to Cleveland- I think he is mad to have them— and 
I wilt let CU*veIand know the conditions annexed, otherwise 
h(me>>t Kryeo might come lij^ two pajuiieuts instead of one ^ and 
I believe hui conscierifb would not <‘hoke iii>on it.” 

With these vijlds, Halcro went to seek out Cleveland, while 
Alordaunt, observing Snailsfoot, .who, as a sort of privileged 
Juul thrifst himself into the crowd at the tKiftom of the 
dancing-ro^ni, vent up to him, and gave him directions to 
deliver the dispifted ai tides to Cleveland soon as he Jiad an 
opportunity. • 

“ Ye are in the nglit, Maister Afordaunt,” said the yagger , 
“ye are a pnide^it and a sensible liul- a calm answer tunierti 
away wratli —and uiysell, I sail be wdhng to please you in ony 
trilling matters in my sma' way , for, between the ydaller of 
Hurgh Wc'^tra and Captain Cleveland, a man is, as it weie, 
atween tlio deil and the deep sea , and jt was like that the 
Udaller in the end would have taken your part in the dispute, 
f(»r he 18 a man that loves justu'o " 

“ Which ap|>arently }ou care very little alxiiit, Master Snails- 
toot,” said Mordaiint, “ otherwise there coirfl have been no dis- 
pute whatsoever, the nght being so clearly on my Bide, if you 
had jdeased to bear Witness according to the dictates of truth/* 
‘‘Maister Monlauut,” said the yagger^ “I must owm there 
was, as it were, a colouring or shadow of justice on your side ; 
but then, the justn'e that I meiidle with is only justice in the 
way of trade, to have an ellwand of due length, if it be not 
something .worn out with leanmf on it in my long and painful 
journeys, and to buy^and sell by just weight and measure, 
twenty-feur merk/ to the lispund ; but I have nothing to do, 
to do justice betwixt man and man, like a Fowd* or a T>iw 
right-man, at a lawting lang tyne.” 

* [Sheriff or jndgp See GlMNSArv’.] 
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“ No o;;>o asked you to do so, but only to give evidence aecoul 
ing to your conscience,” replied Mordannt, not greatly pleast‘d 
either with the part the yagger ha*l at‘tod during tlie dibpuio, or 
the construction which ho st^emod to put on otvu motives for 
yielding up the point. 

But Bryce Snailsfoot wanted not hm an^^wer ‘‘My con 
science,” he said, “ Maister MordauntJ'is as tender Hs ony man’s 
in my degree j but she is something of a tiinorsoine nutuic, 
canucft abide angiy folk, and can never sfxmk /ilxive lier breath 
w'hen there is aught of a fray going forward Lwlcod, she hath 
at all times a small aud low voice ” 

“ Which*you are not much m the habit of listening t(V' said 
Mordaunt * t 

“ Thei*e is that on your ain breast thatb- proves the contniry,” 
said Bryce rci-olutely ► 

“In my breast]” said Mordaunt, somewhat angrily- “ what 
know bof^ou]” * V ^ 

“ I said on your breiist, Maister Mordaunt, and it^ I 

am bi^re nae eye that hxiks on that w’aistcoat niixm youi galhuit 
brisket, but will say, that the merchant^ who sold such a pihce 
tor four dollars ha<h justice and consinenco, and a kind heart 
to a customer to the lxx)t of a’ that , StW* ye^shouMna be sac 
^thrawart wi* me for havmg spared the breath of my mouth in a 
fool’s (pij^rrel,” 

“ I thrawart 5iid Mordaunt ; “ pooh, you silly man ’ J ha\e 
no quarrel with you ” 

“I am glad of ft,” said the travulluig merchant, ' will 
quarrel with no niafti, witli my wull — least of all w ith a. old 
customer, and if you wull walk by my ailvioe, you will (pmirel 
nano with Captain* 4.'! evehmd. He is like one of voii, ( utt(‘rs 
and slashers that have (ome into Kirkwall, that think as little 
of slicing a man, as we do of flinching a whale --it’s their trade 
t<) fight, and they live by it, and they have the advantage of 
the like of you, that only take it up at your ow7i,Jiand. an<l in 
the wray of pastime, when you hae nothing better to ” 

The company had now almost all disjiersed , and Mordaunt, 
laughing at the yagger’s caution, ba/le him go^Hl-night, and w^ent 
to his own place of repose, which ha<l l>een assignetl to him by 
Eric Scamb^ster (who acted the part or ch?irnbcrlain a« well as 
butler) in a small room or rather closet in one of the out-houHcs, 
famished for the occasion with the haTnmr«‘k of a bailor. 
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CHAPTER NINETEENTH. 

, 

I pass like night from land to 4and, 

I have strange power of speech , 

• So soon aa^e’er his face I see, 

I know the man that must hear me. 

To him my tale T teach 

. Cc^kbidoe's Rime of thb Ancient Mabinrb 

The ’(laughtera of •Magnus Troil shared the same bed, in a 
cliarnt^r which had been that of their parents befope the death 
of their mother. Magnus, suffered grievously under that 
dispensation of Provwlence, had become disgusted with the 
apartment. *'i’he ijuptial chamber w'as abaudoned to the pledges 
ol his bereaved affection, of whom the eldest was at thatfpenod 
only four years-old, or thereabcfiits , and having ^en their 
nufSe^^iV^^nf alley, continued, though now tricked and adorned 
accoiding to tlie l-cst fashion of the islands and the taste of the 
lovely Bisters themsebies, to be their bleepihg-room, or, fti the 
old Norse dialect, their bower ^ 

It had been for many years the scene of the most intimate 
confidence, if tliat could be called coijfideuce, where, in truth, 
there wjis nothing to bo confided — where neither sister had a* 
stoet— and where every tliought that had birth in the bosom 
of the one was, without either hesitation or doubt, confided tc 
the other as sjxintaneously as it had arisen.* But since Cleve- 
land al)f)de m the mansion of Burgh Westra, each of the lovely 
sisters had cuter tamed thoughts which are not lightly or easily 
commuiuc4ited, unless she who listens to them lias previously 
assured herself tliat the confidence will kindly received 
Minna had noticed, ivhat other and less interested observers 
had been unable to perceive, that Cleveland, gamely, held a 
lower rank m Brenda’s opimon than in her own , and Brenda, 
on her tide/ thought that Minna had hastily and unjustly 
joined in the prejudices which had been oxcit^ against Mor- 
daunt Mertoun m the mind of th^r father. Each was sensible 
that she was no longer the same to her sister , and this convic- 
tion was a * jiainfi' j addition to other pamful apprehensions 
which they supposed they had to stniggle with. Their manner 
toward each other was, in outward appearances, and in all the 



THE PIKATE. 


207 


little cares by which affection can be* expressed, even more 
assiduouMy kind than before, as if both, conscious that their 
internal reserve was a breach of their sisterly union, strove to 
atone for it by double assiduity in those external marks of affec- 
tion, which, at oth^r times, when there was nothing to hide, 
might be omitted without inferring any consequences. • 

On the night referred to in particular the sisters felt more 
especially the decay of the confidence which used to exist betwixt 
them. The proposed voyage to Kirkwall, an(J that at the time 
of the fair, when persona of every degree m these islands repair 
thither, either for business or amusement* was likely t<f be an 
important •incident in lives usually so simple and uni&irin as 
theirs ; and a few months ago Miyna and Brenda would have 
lieen awake half the night, anticipating,4n their talk with each 
other, all that was likely to hapj^en on so n^mcnlous an occa- 
sion • But now the subject was just mentioned, and suffered to 
drop, as i^ the topic was lilAly to produce a «iifference betwixt 
them, *or to call forth a more open display of tjft^li several 
opinions than either was willing to make to ihe othei 

Yit such was tfieir natural openness •and gentleness of dis- 
position, that each ^ster imputed to herself the fault that tliero 
^as aught like estrangement existing between them , and 
when, having finished tjieir devotions and be*takeii themselves 
•to their common couch, they folded each other in their arms, 
and exchanged a^sisteily kiss and a sisterly good-nigli^, they 
seemed mutually to ask pardon, and to exchange forgive ‘ness, 
although neither smd a word of offence, either offered r re- 
ceived ; and botlrweie soon plunged m that light and yel pro- 
found repose which is only enjoyed when sleep sinks down on 
the eyes of youth and innocence. * 

Qp tlie night toVhich the story relates, both sisters were 
visited by dreams, which, though vanei by the moods and 
habits of the ^leepers, bore yet a strange general resemblance 
to eac^ other. 

Muma dreamed that she was in one of the most lonely recesses 
of the beach called Swartaster, where the incessant operation 
of the waves, indenting a cabjareous rock, hiis formal a deep 
Aa/wr, which, in the language of the island, means a subterranean 
cavern, into winch the tide ebbs and § Many* of, these run 

to an extraordinary and unascertained depth under ground, and 
we the secure retreat of cormorants and seals, w^bich it is neither 
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easy nor safe to pursue to their extreme recesses; Amongst 
these this halier of Swartaster was accounted peculiarly inacces- 
sible, and shunned both by fowlers and by seamen on account o{ 
sharp angles and turnings in the cave itWelf, as well as the 
sunken rooks which rendered it very danger<,vi8 for skiffs or boats 
to advance far into it, especially if there was the usual swell of 
an island tide From th^ dark-browed mouth of this cavern, 
it secnied to Minna in her dream that she beheld a mermaid 
issue, not in the classical dress of a Nereid, as in Claud Halcro's 
mascpie of the preceding evening, but with comb and glass in 
hand, according to Jiopular belief, and lashing the waves with 
that kng sc^aly train, which, m the traditions of the country, 
forms so frightful a contrast, w/th the fair face, long tresses, and 
displayed bosom, of aukuman and earthly female of surpassing 
beauty Slie secured to beckon to Minna, while her wild notes 
rang sadly in her ear, and denounced, m prophetic sounds, cala- 
mity and woe , ' * 

l^he viSUii of Brenda was of a different description, yet 
equally melancholjf She sat, as slie tlnmght, in her favourite 
boWci, sui rounded by her father and a party t>f his most beloved 
friends, amongst whom Mordaunt Mertoui^ was not forgotten. 
She was required to sing , and she strove to entertam them wit^j, 
a lively ditty, iirwhicli she was accounted eminently successful, 
and winch ^he sung witli su(‘h simple, yet natural humour, as* 
Hcldoie failed to produce shouts of laughter aiid applaud, while 
all wlio could, or who could not sing, were irresistibly com {jelled 
to lend their voices to the chorus But,* on this occasion, it 
seemed as if her owm voice refused all its ik^nal duty, and as if, 
while she felt herself unable to express the words of the well- 
known air, it assumed, m her own despite, tiie deep tones and 
wild and melancholy notes of Noma of Fitful Head, fo^ the 
purpose of chanting 5Some wild Runic rhyme, resembling those 
hung by the he^ithen priests of old, w'hen the victim (too often 
human) was J)ouud to the fatal altar of 0dm or of Thor. 

At length the two sisters at once started from sleep, and, 
uttering a law scream of fear, clasped themselves m each other’s 
^rns For their fancy had not^altogether played them false , 
the sounds which had suggested their dreams were real, and 
sung within iheir a^tment They knew tlie voice well, indeed, 
and yet, knowing to whom it belonged, their surprise and fear 
were scarce the less when they saw the well-knowm Noma of 
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Fitftil Head seated by the chimney of the apartment, which, dur- 
ing the Slimmer season, contained an iron lamp well trimmed, 
and in winter a 6f wood or of turf. 

She was wrapped m her long and ample garment of wadmaal,. 
and moved her ^dy slowly to and fro over the pale of 
the lamp as she sung lines to the^following piyport, in a slow, 
sad, almost an unearthly accent : — 

** For leagues along the watery way, ^ 

Through gulf ami streftn my coui-se |ias l>oea , 

The billows know my Runic lay. 

And smooth their crests to silent green 

“The billows know mjr Runic lay, — * 

The gulf grows 8mo*5kh, the stieani is still ; 

But human hearts, more w'il<t*thau tliey,. 

Know but the rule of wayward will 

“One hour is mine, in all the ycai, 

To tell my woes — and one alone 
When gleams this magic lamp, 'tis here, — 

When dies the mystic light, ’lus^ono 

• 

“Daughters of northeni Magnift, hail 1 
Thi^Jarap is Jit, the lianie is clear, — 

To you I come to tell my tale, 

Awake, aiLse, my tale to hear 

Nqrna was well known to the daughters of Troil, but ifcwas 
not without emotion, although varied by tlieir rcKi)f<T*tive dis- 
positions, that they liebold her so unexpectedly, and .it sucdi 
hour Their opinions witli respect to the supernatural a* ♦ * ibutiis 
to which she iirclended were extremely different. 

Minna, with an unusual intensity of imagination, although 
superior m taJenUto her sister, was more apt to liifteu to, and 
delight in, every tale of wonder, and was at all times moio 
willing to admit impressions which gfve her Taney scope and 
exercise, wu4hout , minutely examining tlieir reality. Hreucla, 
on the other hand, had, m her gaiety, a slight proj>ensity to 
satire, and was often tempted to laugh at the i^ry cncum- 
staiices upon which Minna founded her imagihative dreAras; 
and, like all who love thesludicrous, she did not. readily suffer 
herself to be imposed upon, or overiyvcd, by jiompous preten- 
sions of any kind whatever. But, as hA* nerves were weaker 
and more irritable than those of her sister, she often paid in 
voluntary homage, by her fears, to ideas which her leahoii 
VOL. XltL V 
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(lisownefl , and hence Chuid Halcro used te say, in reference to 
many of the traditionary superstitions around Burgh AVestra, 
that Minna believed them without trembling, and that Brenda 
trembled without bclif,ving them. In our o'im more enlight- 
ened tlays, there arc few whose undoubtmg 'mind and native 
courage have not felt Minua's high-wrought tone of eiithusiasin, 
and fieri nif)s still fewer, who have not, at one time or other, 
felt, like Brenda, their nerves confess the influence of terrors 
which their reason disowned and despised. 

Under the fxiWvir of such different feelings, Minna, when the 
first moment of surjinse was over, prepared to spnng from her 
bed, and -go to gfeet Norna, who, she doubted not, had come 
on some eirand fraught witlufWte, while Brenda, who only 
btdield in lier a^ woman .partially deningcd m her understand- 
ing, and who yet, from the extravagance of her claims, regarded 
her as an undefined object of awe, or rather terror, detafued 
hei Hisjfer l^v an eager and terrified grasp, while she wnisfiered 
in her car an. anxious entreaty that she would call for assist- 
ance But the, soul of Minna was too highly wrought up by 
tlio cl ISIS at which her fate seemed to have arrived, to permit 
her to follow the dictates of her sister’s fears and, extneating 
herself fnun Biendij’s liold, she hastily threw on a loose night- 
gown, and, stepfung iKildly across the ajiartment, wdule her 
heart throbbed latlier with high excitement than wutl^ fear, 
she thus iuldrcssiMl her singular visitor — " 

“ Norna, if your niLssion regards us, as your words seem to 
e.vpress, there us one of us, at least, who will receive its import 
with nwerenoe, but without fear.” • 

“ Noma, dear Noraa,” said the tremulous voice of Brenda, — 
who, feeling no safety in the bed after Minnrf quitted it, had 
followed her, as fugitives erowal into the rear of an advanemg 
anny, because they dua'e not remam behind, and who now 
btoixl half concealed by her sister, and holding fast by the 
skirts of her g^swm — Noma, dear Noma,” said she, what- 
ever you are to say, let it be to-morrow, I will call Euphane 
Fea, the housekeeper, and she will find you a bed for the 
night.” ,1. 

No bod for me said their nocturnal xisitor , “no closing 
of the eyes , for me I »> They have watched as shelf and stack 
appeared and disappeared betwixt Burgh Westra and Orkney 
- they liave seen the man of Hoy sink into the sea, and the 
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PetUc gf Heugcbtf anse from it, and yet they have not tasted of 
alumber ; nor must they slumber now till my task is eudtxl 
Sit down then, Minna, and thou, silly trembler, sK down, 
while I tnm my*lamp — Don your clotli^, for the tale is long, ^ 
and ere 'tis done,^^e will shiver with worse than cold.” 

^‘For Heaven’s sake, then, put it off till daylight,' dear 
Noma!” said Brenda; ‘Uhe da^ cannot be Ar distant, and 
if you are to tell us of anything frightful, let it be by daylight, 
and not by the dim glimmer of that blue lamp.” 

Patience, fool said their uninvited guest Not by day 
light should Norna tell a tale that mi^vt blot the sun out of 
heaven, <ind blight the hopes of the hundrejjl boats «that will 
leave this shore ere not^n, to copRuence their deep-sea fishing, 
— ay, and of the hundred f^uxllllei^ thi^ will await tlieir return. 
The demon, whom the sounds will not fcal to awaken, must 
shafte his dark wings over a shipless and a boatless sea, as he 
rushes from his mountain to drink the a^^cents ol^ horror ho 
loves so well to listen to ” 4 

“ Have pity on Brenda’s fears, good Noma,” said the elder 
sister, ** and at letwt postpone this fitghtful communicatfion to 
another place and^huur.” 

** Maiden, no’” replied Norna, sternly^ “it must bo told 
while that lamp yet Imms. Mine is no daylight tale — by that^ 
lamp ^t must be told, winch is framed out of the gibbet-irons 
of the cruel LGrd of Wodensvoe, who murdered Ins^brotner , 
and has for its nourishment — but be that nameless eiioiigk 
that its fcMxl nev^r came either from the fish or from 1’ » fruit ’ 
— See, it waxes dim and dimmer, nor must my tale last longer 
than its flame endureth. Sit ye down there, while I sit hero 
opposite to you, •and place the lamp betwixt us ; foi# within the 
sphere of its light the deirion dares not venture ” 

The sisters obeyed, Minna casting ti slow, awe-struck, yet 
determined Jook ^11 around, as if to see the Being, who, ac- 
cording to the doubtful words of Noma, Imverod m their 
neighbourhood ; while Brenda’s fears were mingled with some 
share both of anger and of impatience. Nonia^ jiaid no atten- 
tion to either, but began hgr story m the following words : — 

“ Ye know, my daughters, that your bhKsl Ls alliwl to mine, 
but in what degree ye know not; fot tltcre was early hostility 
betwixt your grandsire and him who bad the misfortune to call 
me daughter. — ^Let me term him by his Ohri^^han name of Brian* i 
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for that which marks our relation I dare not bestow. Your 
grantiftirc Clave wiis the brother of Erlaiid. But when the 
wide Udal jiossessions of their lather liolfe Trod, the most rich 
and well estatrd of ^ny who descended from the old Norse 
stock, wore divided betwixt the brothers, the Fowd gave tc 
ErlaKd his father’s lands m Orkney, and reserved for Clave 
those of Hjaltlilnd Ciscora arose between the brethren ; for 
Erland lield that he was wronged ; and wdien the TJa^vting,* 
wnth the Jbiddnien .and Lawright men, confirmed the division, 
he went in wrath* to Orkney, cursing Hjaltland and its inhabit- 
ants — cursing Ills brother and Ims blood 

“ But die love of the rock and of the mountain still wrought 
on Erhuid's mind, and lie fixed'* his dwelling not on the soft 
hills of Ophir, or the gre^^/n plains of Oramesey, but in the wild 
and mountainous Isle of IToy, whose summit rises to the sky 
like the clitfs of Foulah and of Feroet Ho knew, — that un- 
happy ^Eil.pul, — wliAtever of legendary lore Scald and Bard had 
lelt hclnnd trtfvni , and to teac;h me that knowledge, which was 
to cost us both so dear, was the chief occupation of his old age. 
I learned to visit each lonely barrow — each lofty cairn — to tell 
its aiipropruite t^lc, and to soothe with rhyme’ in his praise the 
st>irit of the stem warrior who dwelt within. I knew where the 
''sacnlicos were made of yore to Thor and to Cdin — on what 
stones the blood of the victims flowed — where stood the dark- 
brow(*d list — where the crested chiefs, w^ho consulted the will 
('^ the idol — where the more distant crowd of inferior wor- 
shippers, who looked on m awe or in terror The places most 
shunned by the timid peasants had no terrors for me , I dared 
walk in the fairy circle, and sleep by the magic spnng. 

“ But, Rt my misfortune, I was chiefly fond to linger about 
the Dwarfie Stone, as it is called, a relic of antiquity, whicli 
strangers look on with Cunosity, and the natives with awe. It 
IS a huge fragment of a rock, which lies in a broken and nide 
valley, fidl of stones and precipices, in the recesses of the Ward 

• The Laivting was the Comitia, or Supreme Court of the country, being 
retail'd bedh in Orkney iind Zetland, and presenting, xn tbeu* combtutiou, 
tile rude oingin of a parliament 

t And from which bill of Hoy, at luidsummer. the sun may be seen, 
It is said, at midnight ,So Says the geographer Bleau (1653), although, 
according to l5r. Wallace, it cannot be the true body of the sun which u 
visible, but only its image refracted through some watery cloud upon the 
h oil/.. 1 1 
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Hill <Jf Hoy. The ineide of the rock has two couches, hewn by 
no earthly hand, and having a small passage between them. 
The doorway is now open to the weather , but besule it lies a 
large stone, which, adapted to groovdl, still visible in the* 
entrance, once ha5 served to open and to close this extraordinary 
dwelling, which TroDd, a dwarf fiunous in thebnorthem ^gas, 
is said to have framed for his own favourite residence. The 
lonely shepherd avoids the place, for at sunrise, high noon, or 
sunset, the misshapen form of •the necr3m|Lntic owner may 
sometimes still be seen sitting by the Dwarfie Stone • • I feared 
not the* apparition, for, Minna, my heart was as bol^ and my 
hand was as innocent, as yoiuj. In my childish courage, I was 
even but too presumptuous, and*the thirst after things unattain- 
able led me, like our primitive motffer, to desire increase of 
kn«rwledge, even by prohibited means, t longed to [Kissess the 
power the Volusiiie and divunng women of our ancient race , 
to wield, like them, command over the* elem^-i^ts , md to 
summon the ghosts of deceased heroes frq^u their caverns, that 
ihty might recite their daring deed^ and impart to mg their 
hidden treasures. Often when watching by tlie Dwarflo Stone, 
with mine eyes fixed on the Ward Hill, which rise^j above that 
gloomy valley, I have distinguished, among*tho dark rocks, tba^ 
wonderful carbuncle, which gleams ruddy as a furnace to tlicm 
who ^lew it fregn beneath, but has ever become invisible ttf huu 
whose daring foot has scaled the pre^npices from wliuTi it darts 
its splendour. My vain and youthful bosom burned to inves- 
tigate these and^ hundred other mysteries, which li* ' Sagas 
that I perused, or learned from Erland, rather mdicat'iid than 
explain^; and# in iny daring mood, I called on the Lord of 
the Dwarfie Ston^ to aid roe m attaining knowledge^iaccessible 
to mere mortals.” ^ 

“And the evil spirit heard your summons ]”*6aid Minna, her 
blcod curdling as fihe listened 

“ Hush,” said Noma, lowering her voice, “ him not with 
reproach — he is with us — he hears us even now.” 

Brenda started from her seat. — “I will to Euphane Pea’s 
chamber,” she said, “ and liave you, Mmna and Noma, to finish 
your stories of hobgoblins and of dwarfs |t your own leisure ; I 

• Note L. The Dwarfie Stone 
i NoteM. CarhttDcle on the Ward Hill. , 
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care not for them at any time, but I will not endure them at 
raidnighj;, and by this pale lamplight ** 

She was lu'cordingly in the act of leaving the room, when her 
sister detiimed her. ^ 

“ hi this the courage,** she said, of her that disbelieves 
whatever the Iriatory of oul fathers tells us of supernatural 
prodigy ? What Noma has to tell concerns the fate, jierhaps, 
of our hither and his house , — if I can listen to it, trusting that 
Gtxl and my iniH)|ience will piotect me from all that is malig- 
nant, you, Brenda, who believe not m such influence, have 
surely no^, cause to tremble. Credit me, that for the .guiltless 
there is no fear." ' ^ . 

Th(‘re may he no danger," said Brenda, unable to suppress 
her natural turn for^ humour, '‘but as the old jest-book says, 
there is much fear. IlowTvcr, Minna, I wull stay with you ; — 
the rathe^r," she added, in a wdusper, “ that I am loatk-to leave 
you aionc this Inglitfiil woman, and that 1 have a dark 
staircase and long passage betwixt and Eupharie Fea, else I 
would have her lieie ere ^ were five minutes older" 

“ Call no one hitlu'r, maiden, u|K>n penl f)f thy life,*’ said 
Norna, “ and interrupt n(»t my tale again , tor it (iannot and 
..jnust not be told after that eharmeil light has ceased to bum,** 

" And 1 thank Heaven," said Brenda to herself, that the 
oil biirn^ low in the cruize ’ I am sorely tempted to lend it a 
puff, but tlien Noma would be alone with us in the dark, and 
that would l>e worse." 

So saying, slie submitted to her fate, and sat down, deter- 
mmeil to listen with all the equanimity which she could 
command to the rcmamuig part of Noma’s talc, which went on 
iis follows . — 

“ It happi'iied on a hpt summer day, and just about the hour 
of noon," continued Noma, “ as I sat by the Dwarfie Stone, 
with my eyes fixed on the Ward Hill, whence the mysterious 
and over-burning carbuncle shed its rays more brightly than 
usual, and repined m my heart at the restn<‘ted Iwunds of 
^lunan knowledge, that at length could not help exclaiming, 
in the words of an ancient Saga — 

‘ D^^ elkrs of the mountAin, me, 

'Prolld the powerful, Haims the wiKe I 
Ye who taught weak woman’s ton|?ue 
Words that jway the wij>e and strong, — 
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Ye who taught weak woman'R hand 
How to wielrl the magic wand, 

And wake the galea on Foulah’a steep, 

Qj lull wild Sumburgh’s wave^i to sleej) ’ 

Still are ye yet’ — Not yours ^le power 
Y» knew m Odin*s mightier hour 
\Vhat are ye now hut empty names. 

Powerful Trolld, sagaaioua Haims, , 

'That, lightly spoken, lightly heard. 

Float on the air like thistle’s beard ’’ 

** I had scarce uttered theite words,” proceed etl Noma, “eie 
the sky, which had been till tlien Anusually deaf, grew so 
suddenly dark around me, that it seemed more midnight 
than noon A single flash of lightning showeii me at once tlie 
desolate landscape of health, morass^ mountain, and jirecijiiee, 
which lay around , a single clap of thjuridoi^ wakened all the 
ecnoes of the War<l HiU^ which contmiiod so long to repeat the 
soiind^that it seemed some rock, rent by^thc thunderbolt from 
the siunmit, was rolling over diff and precipice; jiilo thll valley, 
t^nmediately after fell a burst of rain violent, that I was 
fain to shun Its pelting, by creeping into the in term? of the 
mysterious stoiie, 

‘‘ I seated myself ou the larger atone couch, which is cut at 
the farther end of the cavity, and with *my eyes fixed on the 
smaller bed, weaned myself with conjectures respecting the 
origin and jSirpose of my singular place of refug|5 Kiid it 
be43n really the work of that jwwerful Trolld, to whom ^thc 
poetry of the Scalds referred it? Or was it the b'O b of some 
Scandinavian t^hief, interred with his amis and Ins we^ltli, 
perhajis also vnth his immolated wife, that what he loved best 
in life might* ifjot m death be divided from him 1 Or was it 
the abode of penance, chosen by some devoted anchonte of 
later days? Or the idle work of noine wandering mechanic, 
whom chance, wliim, and leisure, had thrust upon such an 
undertaking? I tell you the thouglits ^that tlien floateil 
through my brain, that you may know that what ensued was 
not the vision of a prejudiced or preposseased imagination, but 
an apparition, aa certaintas it was awful 

“ Sleep had gradually crept on me, amidst my lucubrations, 
when I was startled from my si tun hers by a, second clap oi* 
thunder, and, when I awoke, I saw, through the dim light 
which the upper aperture admitted, the unshapely and in- 
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diMtinct form of Trolld the dwarf, seated opposite to me op the 
leader couch, -v^hich Ins square and nusbhapeii bulk seemed 
absolutely to fill up I was startled, but not affn^dited , for 
tlie blood of the ancien^ race of Locldin was warm in my veins. 
He ftpoko , and hia words were of Norse, so oW, that few, save 
iny father, or I myself, could have comprehended their im- 
port, — such laiigftage as was s{)oken in thej^e iblands ere Clave 
planted the cross on the ruins of heathenism, IIis meaning 
was dark also and obscure, like that which the Pagan priests 
were wont to deliver, in the name of their idols, to the tnbes 
that assendded at the H'il/)afels * This was the import, — 

* A tVousand winters dark have flown, 

Since o'er the thresVoKl of my Stone 
A votaress pass'd, my power to o’wn. 

Vfljitor 

Of the mansion of Trolld, 

Maiden haughty of heart. 

Who h'-st hither presumed, — 

“*’>[7 11 gif ted, undoom’d, 

Thou shalt not dej-tart 
The power thou dust covet 

O’er tempest and wave, 

Shall be tluiio, tliou proud maiden, 

II y beach and by cave, — 

By stack f and by skerry, 4: by noup, § and by voe,|l 
By air IT and by wick, ** and by heI}ertT and gio,:J:J 
„ And by every wild shore which the northern winds know, 

And the northern tides lave. 

But tliough this shall he given thee, thou de8j)erately brave, 

I doom thee th'it never the gift thou shall have. 

Till thou reave thy life’s giver • r 

Of the gift winch he gave ’ 

“ I answered him m nearly the same strain for the spirit 
of the ancient Scalds of our race was uixm roe, and, far from 
fearing the phantom, wnth^whom I sat cooped within so narrow 
a sjiace, I felt the impulse of tliat high courage which thrust 
the nucient champions and Druidesses upon contests with the 

* Or cuni-ecrated mountain, used by the Scandinavian pnosta for the 
purj> 0 '>rs of thoir idol-worship 
t ^tark A preLipItoua rock rising rut of the sea.* 

t Fktrry A flat losulated rock, not sobject to the overflowing of the eea. 

I a round-hea(fe4 eminence.* tl A creek or Inlet of the aea, 

% Jir An open sea lieach. ** Wvsk, An open bnj 

tf lltlyer A cavern Into which the tide flown, 

J1 Oio A deep ravine which admita the aoa 
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invisiblo world, when they thought that the earth no longer 
contained enemies worthy to be subdued by them. Therefore 
did I answer him thus : — 

* Dark are thy words, and seVere, 

Thou dweller in the stone ; 

But treniblmg and fear 
To her are unknown^ 

Who hath sought thee here 
In thy dwelling lone. 

Come what comes leoever, 

The worst I can endure , 

Life is but a short fever, 

And Death is the cure ' 

<) 

“ The Demon scowled at ide* as if at once incensed and 
overawed , and then, coilmg himself ap in a Jthick and sul- 
phureous vapour, he disajipeared from Ins'* place. I did uot, 
till that foment, feel the influence of fright, but then it seized 
me. • I rushed into the open air, where the tcmi)e 8 t liad passctl 
away, and all was pure and serene After a moiLcnt’s breath- 
lessfpause, I hasl^i home, musing by the way on the words of 
the phantom, which I could not, as often hapjiens, recall so dis- 
tinctly to memory the time, as I liave been since able to do. 

** It may soera strange that such an apparition should, in 
time, have glided from my mind, like a vision of the night — 
but 80®it was. brought myself to believe it the work of 
fancy — I thought I had lived too much in solitude, ^nd had 
given way too mpeh to the feelings inspired by my Ttvounte' 
studies. I abandoned them for a tune, and I mixed Vv tli the 
youth of my age. I was upon a visit at Kirkwall v/hen I 
learned to kno\^ your father, whom business had brought 
thither. He easily found access to the relation with whom 1 
lived, who was anxious to compose, if possible, the feud which 
divided our families. Your father, maidens, haw been ratlier 
hardened thjfii changed by years — he had the same manly 
form, the same old Norse frankness of manner and of heart, 
the same upright courage and honesty of disposition, with 
more of the gentle ingenuousness of youth, an eager desire to 
please, a willingness to be pleased, and a vivacity of spirits 
which survives not our early years But though he was thus 
worthy of love, and though Erland wrote to me, authorising 
his attachment, there was another — a stranger, Minna, a fatal 
stranger — ^full of arts unknown to us, and graces which ta the 
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plain manners of your father were unknown. Yes, tie*walkeil, 
indeed, among u« like a bemg of another and of a superioi 
race.— Ye look on me as if it were strange, that I should have 
had attractions for sirch a lover; hut I present nothing that can 
remind you that Noma of the Fitful Hea<t was once admued 
aji<r loved yila Trod — tlje change betwixt the animated body 
and the corfwe after decease, is scarce more awful and absolute 
than I have sustained, while I yet linger on t^arth. Look on 
me, maidens — look on me by this glimmering light — Can ye 
believe, that thc^o ha^ggaid and weather wasted features — these 
eyes, which have been almost converted to stone, by looking 
up)n Slants of terror — these locks, that, mingleil wdth*grcy, now 
stieam out, the shattered juTaiions of a sinking vessel — that 
tlicse, and she, to wlioru they belong, could once lie the objects 
of fond affecdion ? — ^ut the waning lamp sinks fjist, and Jet it 
sink while I kdl my infamy. — We Joved in secret, met in 
8C(T(it, till I gave 4.h(* last proof of fatal and of guilty paasion I 
--And now Vani out, thou magic ghininer — shine out a little 
space, thou flame sd powerful even in thy fecJfleness — bidrhim 
w ho hoverb near us, keep his dark pinions aloof from the circle 
thou dost illuminate — live but a little till Hhe worst be told, 
and then sink when thou wdt mto darkness, as black as my" 
guilt and sorrow ' ” ' 

While ^iie b|)oke thus, slie drew togethej; the reAiaining 
nutnmeiit tif the lamp, and trimmed its decaying flame ; then 
'again, with a hollow voice, and m broken sentences, pursued her 
narrative 

I must waste little time in words My love was discovered, 
Init not my guilt Erland came to Pomona iii anger, and trans- 
prted me to our solitary' dwelling in Hoy. <He commanded me 
to see my lover no more, and to receive Magnus, m whom he 
was willing to forgive the offences of his father, as my future 
hubbamL Alas ’ I no longer dciserved hw attachment — my 
only wish wasUo esr^pe from luy fathers d\^ellmg, to conceal 
my hliame in my lover's arras. Let me do him justice — he was 
faithful — too,' too faithful — his i)erfidy would have bereft me 
* <d‘ my senses , but the fatal cotu5<?queuccs of his fidelity have 
done me a tenfold inmi};" 

She paihsed, and then resumed, with the wild toim of insa- 
nity, “ It has made me the powerful and the despairing Sove- 
reign of the Seas and Winds !" 
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She' paused a second time after this wild exclamation, and 
resumed her narrative in a more composed maimer. 

My lover came in secret to Hoy, to concert measures for 
iny flight, and I ^agreed to meet him, tAat we might fix the 
time when his vessel should come into the Sound. I left the 
house at midnight ** * ^ 

Here she appeared to gasp with agony, and went on with liei 
tale by broken and interrupted sentences “ 1 left the house at 
midnight — I had to pass my father’s door, and 1 perceived it 
was open — I thouglit he wafehed us, and, that tlie sound of my 
steps might not break his slumbers, I closed the fat^l door — 
a light and trivial action — but, God in hcavefl ' what were the 
consequences’ — At mom, the room ^was full of suffocjating 
vapour — my father w^as dead — dead thi^ugh* my act — dead 
through my disobedience — dead thiough my infamy ’ All that 
follows ^8 mist and darkftess — a choking, suflbeating, stifling 
mis£ envelops all tliat 1 said and did, all'^that wsa sa'kl an<l 
(lone, until 1 be<‘ame assured tliat my doom was aocomphslitMl, 
anfl walked forth the calm and temple iKiing you now >»chold 
mo — the Queen qf the Elements — the sharer in the power of 
those beings to whom man and his passions give siu‘h sport as 
the tortiire.s of the dog-fish afford the fisherfiian, wdjen ho pierces 
his eyes with thorns, and turns him once more into his native 
element, to traa^rse the waves in blindness and agony * ^ No, 
miudons, she whom you see before you is impassive to tlic follies 
of which your imnds arc the sjiort 1 am she that h-fve imwle 
the oflering — 1 am she that bereaved the giver of the g ”t of 
which he gave me — the dark saying has been interpreted by 
my deed, and I*am taken from humanity, to l>e soniothing j)re- 
eminently powerflll, pre-eminently wretchexi 

As she spoke thus, the light, which had liceq long (juivcnng, 
leaped high^for an instant, and seemed about to expire, when 
Nima, interruptixig herself, siud hastily, “No more now — he 
comes — he comes — Enough that yo know me,*an(l the right I 
have to advise and command you. — Approach now, proud 
Spirit ’ if thou wilt,” 

So saying, she extinguished the lamp, and jia.s8ed out of the 
apartment with her usual loftiness ’“of »step, as Minna could 
observe from its measured cadence. 

* This cruelty is practised by Rome fisih#*™, out of a vindictive hatred to 
tlieee raveuouH ashes, ' 
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CHAPTER TWENTIETH. 

Ih all the counsel t^bat we two have shared-^ 

The sisters’ vows^ the hours that we have spent, 

Wlien we have chid the hasty-footed tune 
For parting us — Oh, and is all forgot 1 

Midbuumeb Night’s Drbah. 

Tfik attention of Minna wa^ powerfully arrested by this tale 
of terror,*’ which accorded with and explained many broken hints 
respecting Noma which she "iiad lieard from her father and 
other near relations, and she was lor a time so lost m eurpnse, 
not unmingled with ^ion*or, that she did not even attempjt to 
B|}eak to her sister Brenda. When, at length, she calle^ her by 
her ni'me, she received no answer, and, on touclimg her hand, 
she found it celd as ice Alarmed to the uttermost, she threw 
oixin the lattice and 'the wundow shutters, and admitted at oace 
the free air and tlie pale'gbiuiner of the hyperborean summer 
night She then became sensible that hef^ sister was in a 
swoon. All thouglUs concerning Noma, her frightful tale, and 
''her luysterioua connection with the m^isible world, at once 
vunijihed fr^im Minna’s thoughts, and alie hat^tily ran to the 
apartmom, of the old housekeeper, to summon her aid, without 
reflecting for a moment what sights she might encounter in the 
long dark passages which she had to traverse^ 

The old woman hastened to Brenda’s assistance, and mstantly 
applied such lemedies as her expenence suggested , but the 
poor girl’s viervous system had been so muoh agita^ by the 
horrible tale she had just heard, that, w^hen recovered from her 
swoon, her utmost eiidekvours to compose hei mind could not 
prevent her fall mg into a hystencal fit of some duration. This 
also was subdued by the expenence of old Euphaue Fea, who 
was well veraed in all the simple pharmacy used by the natives 
of Zetland, and who, after administering a composing draught, 
distilled from simples and wild flowers, at length saw her 
patient resigned, to sleep. , Minna stretched herself beside her 
sister, kissed" her cheek, and courted slumber in her turn; but 
the more she invoked it, the farther it seemed to fly from her 
eyelida, and if at tunes she was disposed to sink into repose, 
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the voice of tlie involuntary pamcide Meemod aguiu to sound in 
her eafs, and startled her into consciousneiifi. 

The early morning hour at which they were accustom od to 
rise^ found the state of the sisters different Ironi what might 
have lieen exfiocted. A sound sleep had restoml the spirit of 
Brenda’s lightsome eye and the rose on her laughing cheek , 
tile transient mdisposition of the preceding night having left m 
little trouble on her look, as the fantastic terrors of Norna's 
tale had been able to impress on her imagination. The looks 
of Minna, on the contrary, were melancholy, downcast, and 
api^iarently exhausted by watclung and anxiety. They said at 
fii^t httlp to each otl .r, as if alraid of touching a subject so 
fraught with emotion as the scene of the preceding night. It 
was not until they had performed together thoir devotions, as 
usual, that Brenda, while lacing Minna’s boddice (for they 
renciered the services of the toilet to each other reciprocally), 
bei'aine %waro of the paleness of her sister’s looks , and having 
ascertained, by a glance at the mirror, that her own dkl not 
weai the same dejection, she kissed Mii^ia's cheek, and said 
affictioiiately, ‘HJlaud Halcro was nght, my dearest sister, 
when his poetical folly gave us these names of Night and Day.” 

And wherefore should you say so now said Minna. 

** Because we each are bravest m the seaffOu that we take our^ 
name from ; I was frightened welbingh to death, by hearing 
those things last night, which you endured with couragtsous 
firmness , and now, when it is broad light, I can think of them 
with composure, ^hile you look as [Mile as a spint vl o is sur- 
prised by Hunrise^’^ 

You are lucky, Brenda,” said her sister, gravf3ly, .vbo can 
80 soon forget such a tale of wonder and of horror.” 

“ The horror,” baid Brenda, is never to be forgotten, unless 
one could hope that the unfortunate \jt,oman'8 pxcited irnaginar 
tion, which shows itself so active in conjurmg up apparitions, 
may have filed oif her an imaginary crime ” 

“ You believe nothing, then,” said Muina, “'5f her interview 
at the Dwarfie Stone, that wondrous place, of which Sf) many 
tales are told, and which, for so many centuries, has been 
reverenced as the work of k demon, and as his abode ? ” 

‘ “ I believe,” said Brenda, that o»ur pnhappy relative is no 
impostor, “^“Ond therefore I believe that she was at the Dwarfie 
Stone during a thunderstorm, that she sought shelter in it, and 
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that, during a gwoon, ‘or during sleep perhaps, some dream 
visited her, concerned with the popular traditions wHh whicli 
she was so conversant , but I cannot easily believe more.” 

And yet tlie event,” said Minna, “ coiresiltonded to the dark 
intimations of the vision.” 

“J^ordon me,” said Brenda, “I rather think the dream 
would never have been put tnto shape, or perhaps remembered 
at all, but fur the event. She told ua herself she had nearly 
forgot the vision, till after her father’s dreadful death, — and 
wlio shall w^arraut how much of what she then supposed herself 
to rcnieinlier w^as not the creation of her own fancy, disordered, 
as it naturally was, by the horrid accident? Had she reaDy 
seen amf conversed with a necromantic dwarf, she was likely 
to lemember the cxinvcrsatiou tong enough — at least, I am sure 
1 should ” ' ^ ^ 

“ Brenda,” re[)lied Minna, you have heard the good minfister 
of the (Jross-Kirk say, that human wisdom was wotse than 
folly, -fi.vhcri it was 'lipplied to mysteries beyond its comprehen 
Sion , and that, if we believed no more than we could undcr- 
staml wo should resist tiie evidence of oitr senses, wlfich 
presented us, at every turn, circumstances ^ certain as they 
were unintelligible ” 

“You are too learned yourself, sister,” answered Bieuda, 
iUH*d the fkssistanee of the good minister of Cross Kirk , ^but T 
think lus doctrine only relatecl to the luysteneir of our religion, 
which it is oui duty to receive without investigation or doubt — 
but in things occurring in common life, as God has bestowed 
rciisoii ujion us, we cannot act wrong in eu: ploying it But 
YOU, niy dear Minna, have a wanner fancy than mine, and are 
willing to receive all those wonderful stories for tnith, because 
you love to' think of sorcerers, and dwarfs, and water-spirits, and 
would like much to Iniye a little trow, or fairy, as the Scotch 
(’Jill them, w'lth a green coat, and a pair of wings as brilliant as 
the lines of the starling’s neck, specially to attend on you.” 

“ It woiil(J spifre you at least the trouble of lacing my boddico,'* 
said Minna, “and of lacing it wiong, too; for m the heat of 
your argument you have missed tw't» eyelet-holes,” 

“That error shall be presently ine*hded,” said Brenda ; “and 
then, as one of our ^neiuls might say, I will haul tight and 
belay — but you ilraw your breath so deeply, that it will be a 
dithcnlt matter.” 
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“1 (jnly sighed,” said Minna, in soAe confusion, to think 
how soon yon can tnfle with and ridicule the misfortunes of 
this extraordinary woman.” . 

‘*I do not ridfbule them, (jod knows!” replied Brenda, 
somewhat angrily it is you, Minna, wtio turn all 1 say in 
truth and kindness, to something harsh or wicked I lo<^ on 
Norna as a woman of very extraordinary abiliKos, which are 
very often reconciled with a strong cast of insanity ; and I 
consider her as better skilled in the signs oj the weatlu^r than 
any woman in Zetland But thaf she has any j>ower over the 
elements, I no more lieheve, than I do in»the nursery stones of 
King Eri«k, who could moke the wind blow from thejxiint he 
set his cap to ” • ^ 

Minna, somewhat nettled .witn the jibs tin ate incredulity of 
her sister, replied sluirply, “And yet, Brenda, ‘this woman — 
half'inad woman, and tlie venest impostor — is the person by 
whom y^i chmise to W a(fvifted in the matter next your own 
heart at this moment ^ • 

“1 do not know what you mean,” sayl Brenda, colouring 
deeply, and shifltng to get away from ^ her sister But, m she 
was now undergo^ig the ceremony of being laced in her turn, 

^ her sister had th*^ means of holding her fast by the silken string 
with which she was fastening the boddicc, hnd, tafiping her on ^ 
the n^^k, which expressed, by its sudden writhe, and sudden 
change to a scaKet hue, as much pettish confusion as^ she* had 
desire to provoke, she added, more mildly, “ Is it not ^t^ang(^ 
Brenda, that, use^l as we have been by the stranger M rdauut 
Mertoun, whose assurance has brought him uiunvited toe house 
w'hcre his jiresence is so unacceptable, you should still look on 
or think of hunnvith favour ? Surely that you do so should >)o 
a proof to you, fhat there are such things as sikjIIs in the 
country, and that you yourself lalxiur finder thto It is not 
for nought tjiat Mordaimt wears a chain of elhn gold - look to 
it, Brenda, and be* wise in time.” 

“I have nothing to do with Mordaunt MeFtmiu,” answered 
Brenda, haatily, “ nor do I know or care what Jie or any other 
young man wears about his neck. I could s(ie all the gold 
chains of all the bailies of^ Edinburgh, that Lady Glowrowrum 
speaks so much of, without falling m ^ucy '^ith one of the 
wearers.” ’And having thus complied wnth the female rule of 
pleading not guilty in general to such an indictment, 
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imuwidiat^ly resumed, m a different tone, ^^Biit to eay the 
tiTith, Mmna, I think you, and all of you, have judged far too 
hastily about thhs young fnend of ours, who has been so long 
our most mtimatij toqipaiuon Mind, Mordamit Mertoun is no 
more to mo than he is to you — who besifc know how little 
diflkeiifc Jio made l>etwixt u« , and that, chain or no chain, he 
lived with us Lke a brother with two sisters ; and yet you can 
turn hun off' at once, because a wandering seaman, of "whom we 
know nothing, and a jieddling yiigger, whom we well know to 
]>e a thief, a chfvat, and a liar, speak words and carry tales in 
Ills disfavour ! I do not believe he ever said he could have his 
choice o^either of us, and only waited to see which was to have 
Burgh Westra and Brednes Ycse — I do not believe he ever 
spfike such a word, or^d‘*^*‘houred such a thought, as that of 
making a choice tietween us *’ 

Perhaps,” said Mmna, coldly, ‘‘you may have had reason 
to know that his c];ioice was alieady determined ” 

“I will iKjJ enduie this,” said Brenda, giving way to her 
natural vivacity, aiid» springing from between licr sister’s hands ^ 
tlien .turning round and, •facing her, while her glowing cheek 
was nv^alled in the deepness of its crimson by as much of liei 
neck and liosom as the upjicr |)art of the half-laced boddice 
jjennitted to be visible, — “Even from ^ou, Mmna,” she said, 
“I will not endure this ’ You know that all my life J have 
spoken tjie truth, and that I love the tnitli /and I tell you 
tiiat Mordaunt Meitoim never in his life made distmction 
betwixt you and me until” 

Here some feeling of consciousness stopped her short, and 
her sister replied, with a smile, “Until ic/ien, Brenda 1 Me- 
thmks you^ love of truth seems choked wdth the sentence you 
were bringing out ” 

“ Until you ceased do him the justice he deserves,” said 
Brenda, firmly, “ since I must speak out. J hav« little doubt 
that he will not long throw away his friendship on you, who 
hold it so lightly.” 

“Be it 80,”, said Minna, “you are secure from my rivalry, 
either in his love or friendship ^ But bethink yon better 
Biienda — this is no scandal of Cleveland’s — Cleveland is in- 
caj)able of sljinder — no fMsehood of Bryce Snailsfoot — not one 
of our friends or aixjuaintAnce but says it has been the common 
talk of the island, that the daughters of Magnus Troil were 
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jiatiefitly awaiting the choice of the nameless and birthless 
stranger, Mordaimt Mertoun. — Is it fitting that this ^ihould Ih 3 
said of us, the* descendants of a Norwegian Yarl, and the 
daughters of the first Udaller m Zetikiid? or, would it be 
modest or maid&ly to submit to it uni evented, were the 
meanest lasses that ever lifted a lailk-jaiil T’ • 

“ The tongues of fools aie no reproacli," rojdiod Brenda, 
warmly , I w'lll never qu^t my own tlioughts of an innocent 
friend for the gossip of tlie islftiid, whicli can put the worst 
meaning on the most innocent actions • • 

“ He^r but what our friends say,” repeated Mmjja , hear 
but the Lady GlowTownmi^, he-ar but Maddie and Clara 
Groatsottar ” ^ * 

“ If I wT.re to hear Lady Glo^rownunf'' smd Brenda, 
steadily, “ t should listen to the w'orst tongue lu Zetland , and 
JAS for .JVIaddie and Clam Gioatscttivr, they were both blithe 
enough to get Mordauut to sit betwdxt thdiu at dinner ^le day 
Ixifore yesterday, as you might hii\e oliHc^ved yourself, but tliat 
ywir (^ar was Ixitter engaged ” « 

Your eyes, at le^t, have been 1)ut uidifierently engaged, 
Brenda,” retorteif the elder sister, since th(*y weic fixed on a 
young man, whom all the world liut yourtbclf believers to liavr^ 
talked of us with th? most insolent presum jitiou , and even if 
lie be innocently charged, Lady GlowTowinm says it m uii- 
maidenly and Ixdd of you even to look in the direction wheie 
he sits, knowun^^ it must confinu such rci>orts ” * 

“ I will look 'g'iiK’h way 1 please,” said Brenda, grD\ ng still 
warmer , “ Lady GIowtowtuiu shall neitli(‘r rule my tlioughts, 
nor my words, ^or my e^e^. I hold Mordauut Mertoun to l>o 
innocent, — I wil]*look at liiin as such, — I will Hjwiifk of him 
such , and if I did not speak to him ^Iso, and heliave to him 
as usual, it is in obedience to my father, and not for what 
Lady Glow'fowruni, and all her riiewjs, had she twenty instead 
of t wo, could think, wmk, nod, or tattle, ubouf the matter that 
concerns them not” 

Alas I Brenda,” answered Minna, with calmness, “ this 
vivacity is more than is re<Iuired for the defen a* of tlie character 
of a mere friend ’ — Beware — He who^ mined Noma’s peace 
for ever, was a stranger, admitted to her afl'cetionS against the 
will of her family.” 

He was a stranger,” replied Brenda, with emphasis* ‘‘ not 

YOU XUL 
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only in birth, but in manners She had not been bred up* with 
liim from her youth, — she had not known the gentleness, the 
frankness, of his disiKisitiun, by an intmiacyr of many years. 
IIo was iiuleexl a stranger, in character, temper, birth, man- 
ners, <*n(l morals, — some wandermg adventured, perhapw, whom 
cluTK'e or tempeat had throve upon the islands, and who knew 
liow to mask a false heart with a frank brow. My good sister, 
take home your own warning. There are other strangers at 
Burgh Westra besides this poor Mordaunt Mertoiiii ” 

Minna 'seemed for a vioment overwhelmed with the rapidity 
with which hei sister retorted her suspicion and her caution. 
But licr natural loftiness of disposition enabled her to reply 
with assumed composure 

Were T to vreat you, Brenda, with tiie want of confidence 
you show towards me, I might reply, that Cleveland is no more 
to mo than Mordaunt was , or than young Swara^ter, or 
LawrOiice Encson, 6r any other favourite guest of my father’s, 
now is But 1 scorn to deceive you, or to disguise my thoughts. 
— I l(H'e Clcmout Cleveland ” 

“ Do not say so, my dearest sister,” said Brenda, abandoning 
at once the air of acrimony with which the'tonvorsation had 
been latterly conduvded, and throwing her arms round her 
sister’s neck, with looks, and with a tone of tlie most earnest 
atlecITion, -^^do not say so, I implore you* T will renounce 
Mordaunt Mertoun, — I will swear never to speak to him again ; 
biit do not repeat that you love this Clevehuid ' ” 

“And i\hy should I not rejjeat,” said Mijana, disengaging 
herself gently from her sister’s giafip, “ a sentiment in which I 
glory t The boldness, the strength and energy, pf his character, 
to which command is natural, lunl fear unknoivn, — tliese very 
properties, wlueh alarm ,you for my liappmess, are the qualities 
which ensure it Kemembcr, Brenda, that when your foot 
loved the calm smooth s(ja-beach of the summer sea, mine 
ever dolight^l id the summit of the precipice, when the waves 
>vore in fury.” 

“ And it IS even that which I dread,” said Brenda ; “it is 
eveif that adventurous disposition which now is urging you to 
tlie brink of a* precipice more dangerous than ever was washed 
by a sprmg-tida This man, — do not fhiwn, I will say no 
slander of him, — but is he not, even in your own partial judg- 
ment, stern and overbeaiing 1 accustomed, as you say, to 
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command ; but, for that very reason, commanding where he 
has no right to do so, and leading whom it would l>ecomc 
him to follow^ rushing on danger, rather for its own sake, 
than for any other object 1 And can fou think of being yoked 
with a spirit ao* unsettled and stormy, whose life hiis iitherto 
been Icjd in scenes of death a«d poiil, onih who, even while 
Bitting by your side, cannot disguise hia impatience again to 
engage in them 1 A lover, methiuks, should love his mistress 
better than his own life , but yours, my dq^r Minna, loves her 
less than the pleasure of inflicting dea*h on others." • 

** Aaid it is even for that 1 love him," said Minna ‘‘ I am 
a daughter of the old damgs of Norway, ^ho coula send tlieir 
lovers to battle with a ^nile, and slay them with their own 
hands, if they returned woth dLslioncTur ^ My* lover must scorn 
the mockeries by which our dcgiaded race strive for distinction, 
or mast practise them ^nly m spfirt, and m earnest of nobler 
dangers. No whalc-stnking, bird-uestiftg favourite 4‘or me , 
my lover must be a Sea-king, or whatjelse modern times may 
J^ive that draws near to that lofty c]iara(^tor " • 

Alas, ray sjster !" said Brenda, it is now tliat I miist in 
earnest begin to believe the force of sjhjIIs and (►f charms. You 
remember the Spanjnh story which you tribk from me lr)ng sinc;^, 
becj^use I said, in your admiration of the chivalry of the olden 
times of Scamhnavia, you nvalled the extiavagance •of the* 
hero Ah, Minna’ yoiu* colour shows that your conscieme 
(‘hecks you, avA reminds you of the book I mean - s it iiJoro 
wise, thmk ygt, to mistake a windmill for a gian > or the 
commander of a paltry corsair for a Kiemjx;, or a Vi-kirigl" 
Minna didp indeed colour with angfir at this insinuatjou, of 
which, perhaps, •she felt lu some degree the truth 

You have a right," she said, ti^iusult because you are 
possessed of my secret." 

Brendans softTlieart could not resist this (diarge of unkindncss , 
she adjured her sister to pardon her, and th? natural gcntleiioa 
of Minna’s feelings could not resist lier entreatuis. 

“ We are unhappy," she said, as she dried her sister’s t(?ars, 

** that we cannot see with the same eyes — let us not make each 
other more so by mutual insult and u^kmdnCHs You have my' 
* secret — It will not, perhaps, long be one, for my father shall 
have the confidence to which he is entitled, so soon as certain 
drcumstonces will permit me to offer it Meantime, 1 repeat, 
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you have my secret, and I more than suspect that 1 ha'*^e yours 
111 exchange, though you refuse to own it.” 

“ How, Minna,” said Brenda , would you have me a^toow* 
ledge for any one such fdeliugs as you allude to, ere he has said 
the le?nit word that could justify such a confession?” 

“ Surely not , but a hidden fire may be distinguished by heat 
as well as flame ” 

You understand these signs, Minna,” said Brenda, hanging 
down her head, and in vain *'eiideavounng to sujipiess the 
temptation rfto repartee wiach her sister’s remark offered , ‘‘ but 
I can only say, that if ever I love at all, it shall not be vntil I 
have been asked to*'do so once or twice at least, which has not 
yet chanced to me But do not let us renew our quarrel, and 
lather let ua think why Nonia should haee told us that horrible 
tale, and to what she expects it should lead.” 

“It must have been jis a eautioii;” replied Mining a 
caution <A}iich our situation, and, 1 will not deny it, which 
mine in particular, might seem to her to call for , — but I am 
alike strong in my own innocence, and in the hoi.oui of Cleve^ 
land ” 

Brenda would fain have replied, that she ditl not confide so 
absolutely in the latta^ security as in the first , — but she was 
prudent, and, forbearing to awake the former painful discussion, 
only replied, “It is strange that Noriia should have said luithmg 
more of her lover Surely he could not desert her in the ex* 
trefluty of misery to which he had reduced her ?” 

“ There may be agonies of distress,” said ‘l^iuna, afto a 
l>ause, “ in which the mind is so much jarred, that it ceases to 
lie lespousive even to the feelings which have racist engro8se<l 
it , -her sorrow for her lover may have been swallowed up in 
horror and despair.” 

“ Or he may have fled from the islands, m fear of our 
father’s vengeancx*,” said Brenda, * 

“ If for fear, orhamtiicss of heart,” said Minna, looking up- 
w ards, “ he was capable of flying from the ruin ^ hicli he had 
oc(‘asioned, I trust he has long ere this sustained the punishment 
whieVr Heaven reserves for the mosif base and dastardly of 
traitors and of cowards. ^ Come, sister, we are ere this expected 
at the breakfast board.” 

And they went thither, arm in arm, with much more of con- 
fidence than had lately subsisied between them^ the little 
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quarrel which had taken place having served tlie j^tii pose of a 
bourasquej or sudden squall, which dispels mists and vaiM>ur8, 
and leaves fair feather lielimd it. * 

On their way to the breakfast apartment, they agreed that 
it was unnecessary, and might be iinpnident, to communicate 
to their father tlie circumstance pf the nocturpal visit, or to let 
him observe that they now knew more than formerly of the 
melancholy history of Noma. 


CHAPTER I^JVENTY- FIRST. 

• ^ 

But lost to me. for ever loHt tho'ip joys* 

Winch rewiim scatfern, atni which time destroys 
No more the mulnight fairy tram I view, 

AJl m the merry moonlight tipplmg clow 
Even the last lingering fiction of the hra\*j. 

The churchyard ghost, w now at^flt agam- 

Tue liiinuKT • 

The moral baifl,* from whom wo borrow the motto of this 
chapter, has touched a theme with which most readers luivo some 
feelings that vibraflb unconsciously Supe^rstition, when mlt 
arraS^ed in hej full horrors, but laying a gentle hand only^n her 
suppliant’s head, had charms which we fail not to f(*gret, even 
In those stages. of society from w'hich her iriflucnc.e is welJ-ntgh 
banished by the ]ight of reason and general education least, 
m more ignorant jieriods, her system of ideal terrors 1 ad some 
thing in them interesting to iiiimls, wdiicli had few' means ol 
excitement, 'fhi^ is more especially tnie of those Mghter inoflili- 
cations of superstitious feelings and oracticcs^which mingle in 
the amusements of the ruder ages, aife are, lilce the aiigunes of 
Hallow'-e’en m Scotland, considered partly as matter of mcrri' 
mont, partly as sad and prophetic earnest. tVnd, with similar 
feelings, people even of tolerable education have, in our times, 
sought the cell of a fortune-teller, upon a frolib, as it is termc^d, 
and yet not always m a disposition absolutely sceptical towards 
the responses they receive. , 

When the sisters of Burgh Westra arrived m*the apartment 
destined for a breakfast as ample as that which we have de- 

* fB«v George Crabbe J • 
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Bcribed on the preroding morning, and hari undergone a jocular 
rebuke from the Udalicr for their late attendance, they found 
the couifiany, most of whom had already breakfasted, engaged 
in an ancient Norwegian* custom, of the character which we have 
just descriljcd 

It seems to have been borrowed from tliose poems of the 
Scalds, in which champions and heroines are so often represented 
as becking to know their dijstmy from some sorceress or pro- 
phetess, who, as m toe legend, called by Gray the Descent of 
Otlm, awakens hy the^force of iliinic rhyme the unwilling 
rcvcaler of the doom of fate, and comp^'ls from her answers, 
often of (lu'ilnoijs imi,’'jort, but whicli were then believed to express 
some shadow of the events of futurity. 

An old sibyl, Fuphane Fea, the housi'koeper we have alreaily 
iTientioiicd, was jiistalicd in the recess of a large window, 
btiidiously daikcned by bear-skins end other miscellaneous 
drapery, so as to gnn it something the appearance of a Lap- 
hindei’s liut, ano ai'coiiimodatcd, like a confessional chair, with 
an aperture, which permitted the person wuthijj to hear with 
eiLse whatcviT qinstions bhoiild be put, thougli not to see the 
querist. Here seated, the Voluspa, or sibyl, t/as to listen to 
tile ibytliniical inqurics which should lie made to her, and 
return an extemporaneous answer Tlie drapeiy was supposed 
to prevent her from seeing hy what individuals she was con- 
sulted, iuiu tlie intended oi accidental reference which the 
luibwer given under such circumstances bore to the situation of 
the fierson by whom the question was asked^ often furnisbed 
food loi laughter, and sometimes, as it happened, for more 
serious reflection Tlie sibyl was usually chosen from her pos- 
B(‘S8ing the liilent qf improvisation in the Norse poetry , no 
unusual accomplishment, where the minds of many were stored 
with old verses, and where the rules of metrical comjioeition are 
uncommonly sunple The questions were also put m verse ; but 
as this power of extemponuieous composition, though common, 
could not be supposed universal, the medium of an interpreter 
might bo used % any quenst, which interpreter, holdmg the 
coirtulter of the oracle by the hand, and standing by the place 
from which the oracles were .issued, had the task of rendering 
into verse the subject ot inquiry. 

On the present occasion, Claud Halcro was summoned, by 
the universal voice, to perform the part of interpreter; and, 
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after, shokiiiff his head, and muttering some apology for decay 
of memory and poetical i)ower8, contradicted at once by his 
own conscious smile of confidence and by the general^ shout of 
the company, tlfb light-hearted old man came forward to play 
his part in the proposed entertainment. 

But just as it was aliout to cximmence, the arrangeii'iint of 
parts was flingularly altered Ncffna of the Fitful Head, whom 
<*\ery one excepting the two sisters bidieved to be at the dis- 
tance of many milt^s, suddenly, and without greeting, enteicd 
the apartment, walked inajesticMly up to tjie bearskin tabei 
nacle, and signed to the female wli© was there -seated to 
alxlicate her sanctuaiy. The old woman came forJ,Ii, shaking 
her head, and looking like overwheliiAl with fear ; nor, 
indeed, were there many imthc company wlio saw with alwolute 
com|)OHuro, tlie sudden appearance of a j>erson, so well known 
aiul so genenilly drciuicd as Norna. 

SheV^used a moment* at tlie entrance of the tent , and, as 
she raised the skin ^^Ilich formed the ciArame, she losked up 
to the north, as if imploring from that, quarter a tiaiii of iiu 
spiration , theif signing to the surprifed guests that tluij^ might 
apjiroach in sm^'ession the shrine in winch slio was about to 
install herself, she entered the tent, anil was 8}jrf>udo(l from 
their sight. • * ♦ 

Bijt this was a diflerent sport from wliat the eorrjj)any had 
meditated, and to most of tliem seemed to present so mu(4i more * 
of earnest than of game, that there was no alacrity sliown to 
consult the oracle The character and pretensioTi** f»f Nofna 
seemed, to alii^d^t all present, too serious for the p.,rt which 
she had assuTne<l , tlie men whisperefl to each otluT, and the 
women, acc<jr(ting to Claud Halcro, realised the dcscrqition of 
glorious John Dfj^den, — 

“ With horror shuddering, on It heap they ran ” 

The pause was intemipted by the loud manly voice of the 
Udaller. “ Why does the game stand still, •my. rnasters ? Are 
you afraid because my kinswoman is to play our Voluspa ? It 
is kindly done in her, to do for us what none m the isles can 
do so w'ell ; and we will not baulk our sj)f>rt for it, but rather 
go on the merrier,” * , * 

There was still a pause in the company, and Magnus Troil 
added, It shall never be said that my kinswoman sat in her 



232 


WAVKRLEY NOVELS. 


bower unhalsed,* as if f^ae were Bonie of the old mountain- 
RiantcsHefl, and all from famt heart I will speak first myself , 
but the rhyme comes worse from my tongue than when I was 
a score of years younger. — Claud Halcro, you must stand by 
me ” ’ 

Hapd in hand they approached the shnne of the supposed 
sibyl, and after s moment’s consultation together, Halcro thus 
expressed the query of his friend and patron Now, the Udaller, 
like many yiersons of consequence in Zetland, who, as Sir 
Robert Sibbald t has^ testified for them, had begun thus early to 
apply botk> to eonimercer and navigation, was concenied to some 
extent in the whale fishery of the season, and the lwu*d had 
been dirccJed to ptft into his halting verse an inquiry concerning 
its su(‘ce8s * 

> Claud Halcro 

Mother darksome. Mother flieiul. 

Dweller on the Fitful Heal, 

Thou»<.anst see what <leed8 are done 
4 Under the nevpr-settinf^ vSiin 
Look t^irough sleet, and look thiou^rh frost, 

, Look to Greenland's caves and roast,— 

liv the iceberg is n sail 
Cha.sing of the swarthy whale , 

Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Tell us, luis the gooil ship hiHMlJ" 

Thu jo«t sei'iued to turn to eaniest, as all, beudng their heads 
around, listened to the voice of Nunia, who, without a moment’s 
h(\ itation, aiLsweieil from the recesses of the tent m which she 
wjvs enclosed — . 

Nouna 

“ Tlie th('ught of the aged is ever on gear, 

Oiiihia fishing, his furrow, his flock, and hvr steer . 

But thrive may his hwhing, flock, furrow', and henl,^ 

While the aged fO(* anguish shall tear his gi'ey beani ” 

There was a momentary pause, durmg wltich I^riptolemus 
had time to whit^xT, “ If ten witches and as many warlocks 
were to swear it, I will never Wieve that a decent man will 
either fash his beard or himself about anything, so long as 
Rtvick and crop goes as it should do " 

^ » • [Unaaliitod ] 

t [The Dtscnpiion of the Jslee of Orkney and Zetland wraa publiahod 
hy Sir Buln'rt Siblwld, M D , Edinburgh, 1711, folio.] 
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But the voice from within the tent fesnmed its low mono- 
tonous tone of recitation, and, interrupting farther commentary, 
proceeded as follows . — 

« NORJfA. 

“ 'The Hhip, well-laden as bark need be^ 

Lies ilee]5 m the furrow of the Iceland aea ; — 

The Virceze from Zetland blows fair and 
And gaily the g^irland * is fluttering aloft 
Seven good fishes have apouted their last, 

And their jaw-honos are hanging to yard and mast ;t 
Two are for ]-»erwick, and two for KirhArall, — 

And throe for Burgh Weatra, the choicest bf all ” 

“Now the powers above look down and protect said 
Bryce Snailsfoot, “for it is mair than womans wit that has 
spaed out that forly. I saw them at Nortli Ronaldshaw, that 
had seen the good liark, the Clave of licrvigk, thkt our worthy 
patroif has such a great share in that she may bo called his 
own in a*4nanner, and thef had broomed J tlie slnp, and, as 
sure as there are stars in heaven, she auswereJl the^n for sCven 
fish, exact as Noma luis tailed us m her rhyme 

“Vmph — Revert fish exactly? and you licard it at North 
Ronaldshaw?” said ^Japtain Cleveland, “and I suppose told it 
^ a good piece of news when you came hither ?” 

“ It never crossed my« tongue, Captain,” answered the pedlar , 

“ I hav# kend mouy (jhapmen, travelling merchants, and such 
like, neglect theit goods to carry clashes and clavers^up ^id 
dovvTi, from one (xjun try -side to another , but that is iio trathc ^ 
of mine I dinna believe I have mentioned the Olave^ 4 jvmg 
made up her cargo. to three folks amco I crossed to Dunross- 
ness ” 

“ But if one of those three had spoken tlio news q^or again, 
and it is two to on^ that such a thing happened, the old lady 
prophesies upon velvet ” • " 

Such was tlje speech of Cleveland, addresw*d to Magnus Troil, 
and b.3ard without any applause The Udaller’s^ respect for hm 

• The garland U an artihcial coronet, corapoeed of rihboa« by thoMo young women 
who take an interent In a whaling vceoel or her crew , it In alwaye displayed from 
the rigging, and preserved with great care during the voyage 

t The beet oil exudea from the Jaw-bones of the whale, wliich, for the purpose of 
oolleoting it, ore euapended to the maata of the veKi^l . 

X There is established among whalers a soi-t of tc^graphic signal, in which 
a certain uomber of motions, made with a broom, express to any other 
▼essel the number of fish which they have caught. 
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country extendcxl to hs superstitions, and so did the interest 
which he took in his unfortunate kinswoman. If te never 
rendered a precLse assent to her high supernatural pretensions, 
he was not at least desirous of hearing' them disputed by 
others 

Nonia,” he said, his cousin” (an emphasis on the word), 
held no communication with Bryce Snailsfoot, or liis acquamt- 
ances Ho did not pretend to explain how she came by her 
infoimation; hut^he had always remarked that Scotsmen, and 
indeed strangefs in general, when they came t^> Zetland, were 
ifMcly^'U) find rcasctis for things which remained sufticiently 
obscur^j to tiioso whose ancestors had dwelt there fotages.” 

Captain Cleveland took the hint, and bowed, without 
attempting to defend his own scepticism 

And foFY’ard, my brave heaits/’ said the Udaller , 
and may all have as good tidings os 1 have ' Tliree Whales 

cannot but yu;ld — let me think, hoV imuiy hogsheack” 

There wji^ an c)bvions reluctance on the part of the guests to 
be tlio next in consulting the oracle of the tent. 

Glide news are wijlcome to some folks, ^ if they cam^ frae 
the dcil himself,” said Mistress Baby Yellojyley, addressing the 
Lady Glovviowrimi, — for a similarity of disposition in somp 
respects had made a sort of intimacy^! >etwuxt them — but 1 
think, my leddy, that this has ower mickle of rank w^itchcraft ‘ 
in* it, tp have the countenance of douce Chn^ian folks like you 
luid me, iny leddy ” 

There may be something in wdiat you say, my dame," 
replied the good I^ady Glowrowrum , ‘‘ but Hjaltlandexs are 
no just like other folks , and this -w'Dinan, if she be a witch, 
bmiig llig Fowd’s friend and near kinswoman, it will be ill 
taon if we haena our fortunes spaed like 3' the rest of them ; 
and sae my meres irv^y e’en step forward in their turn and nae 
harm dune They will hae time to repent, ken, m the 
course of nature, if there be onythiiig wfang m it, Mistress 
Yellowley.*’ * 

While others remained under similar uncertainty and appre- 
hension, llalcro, who saw by the knitting of the old UdalleFs 
brows, and by a certain impatient shuffle of his right foot, like 
tlio motion ofa man, whb wuth difficulty refrains from stamping, 
tliut his jiatience began to wax rather tliin, gallantly declared, 
that he himself would, in his own person, and not as a procu- 
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rator foa others put the next query to* the Pythoness He 
paused a minute — collected hia rhymes, aiui thus addressed her. 

** Claud Halobo. 

r 

** Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Dweller of the Fitful Head, 

Thou hast couu'd full nviny a rhyme, «, 

That lives u{>ou the surge of time : 

Tell me shall my lays be sung, 

Like Ilacon’s ot the golden t-ongue,. 

Long after Ualcro’s de^ and gone f 
Or, shall lljaltland’s minstrel c^u 
^ One note to nval glorious John ?” 

The voice of the sibyl iramedi^toJy replied from her sanctuary, 

Norna. ^ 

The infant lovi^s tiio rattle’s noise ; 

Age, double (4iiklhood, hath its toys 
But difTeiont far the dosoaiit lings, a 
As strikes a diflerent band the string’ 

The eagle mounta the polar sky-^ 

Tlffe Iinhor-goose, unskill’d ^ tiy, 

Mujf be content to glule along, 

Where seal and sea-dog iwt his bring ' 

n 

Halcro bit his lip, «liJ4igged his shoiildeis, and then, instantly 
recovering his gocjddmmour, and the ready, thongli slovenly 
fxiwer of extemporaneous composition, with winch long liahit 
had invested liim, he gallantly rejoined, 

, • Claud Haloro. 

“ Be mine the Imher-goose to play, 

Aaid haunt lone cave and silent bay ; — 

The archer’s aim so shall I shun — • 

So shall 1 'scape the levell’d gun — 

Content my verse’s tuneless jKigle, 

, With Thule’s sounding tidris to mingle, 

WhTle, tf) the ear of wondering vv ight. 

Upon the distant hexuUaud's height, • 

Soften’d by niunnur of the sea, 

The rude sounds seem like harmony * ”, 

As the little bard stepped back, with an alert gait, and 
satisfied air, general applause followed ’thi spin ted manner in 
which he had acquiesc^ in the doom which levelled him with 
an Jmber-goose. But his resigned and courageous submission 
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did not even yet encxiurage any other person to consult the 
rc^lonhted Noma 

Xhe coward fools !" said the Udaller. “ Are you too afraid, 
Captain Cleveland^ to speak to an old woman Ask her any- 
thing — a^ik her v hether the twelve-gun aloop at Kirkwall be 
yt'ur consort or no ” 

ClevclandMooked at MJVina, and probably conceiving that she 
watdicd with anxiety his answer to her father’s question, he col- 
lected himself, after a moment’s hesitation 

“ I nevei w^us afraid of man or woman — Master Ilalcro, you 
have heaid tlie question which our host desires me to ask — put 
it in yiy iiamt^ and m your own way — I pretend* to as little 
skill in poetry as 1 do in witchcraft ” 

lialcro dnl not way; to bo iirvutod twice, hut, grasping Cap- 
tain Olevoland’s h^nd in his, according to the form whit;.h the 
gani(‘ piescnhed, he put the query^ which the Udallqr had dic- 
tated to the stranger m the following ivords — 

Claud Halcko. 

• 

‘ Moth or ^doubtful, Mother dread, * 

Dweller of the Fitful Head, ^ 

A j;aUaiit bark from far abioad, 

Sanit MagiiiH hath her in his road, 

With guns and firelocks n«t a few- 
A silken and a scarlet crew, 

Deep stored with precious inerchaftdiso, 

Of gold, and goo^ls of rare device 
What Intel est hath our comiade bold 
Jd bark and uew, in goods and gold 
• * 

There was a pause of unusual duration cro the oracle would 
return any answer , and when she replied, li was m a lower, 
though art equally decided tone, with that which she had hitherto 
employed ^ 

Nohna. 

“Gold la luddy, fair, and free, 

Bl%od 18 crimson, and dark to see , — 

I look’d out on Saint Magnus Bay, 

Aiid I saw a falcon that struck her i>rey, — 

A gobbet of flesh in her beak she bore, 

And talons and singles are dnpping with gore ; 
ijct him that^ks after them look on his hand, 

• And if thSre is blood on’t, he’s on© of their band. ” 

Cleveland smiled scornfully, and held out his hand, Few 
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men have* been on the Spanish Mam an often as I hav e, withoat 
having had to do with the Quarda Costai> once and again , but 
there never w^as aughA like a stam on my hand tliat a wet fbwel 
would not wijie away.” * 

The Udaller added *his voice potential — “ There is never pcaqe 
with Spaniards beyond the Line, — I h^ve heai*d Captiim Tragen- 
deck and honest old Commodore Rummelaer say so a hundred 
times, and they have both been do\vn in the Bay of Uonduraa 
and all thereabouts — I hate all Spimiards, 8inc6 tlicy came here 
and reft the Fair Isle men of their vivers ^n 1 * Uhave 
heard my gr^Lndfather speak of it ; and there is an old Dutch 
history somewhere about the hoiisp, that sliows v^hat wort they 
inaile in the Low Countries long smbe. There is neither mercy 
nor faitli in them ” • 

« Tnire — true, niy old fnend,” said Cleveland , they are as 
jealous of t/^;,eir Indian }K)S8eKSKm8 as an old man of his young 
bride , and if they can catch you at disadvantage, the iniiies for 
your life is the w'ord, — and so w^e fight them wuth bur colours 
nailed* to the mast , 

That is the w'ay^^' shouted the Udafier , the old British 
jack should never down When I think of the wf)odcn walls, 
I almost tlimk myself an Englishman, only it would be la^counng 
.00 like my Scottish neigfibours but come, no ofTence to any 
nere, gentlemeu — ail are friends, and all are welcome — (y\)me. 
Brenda, go (ui with the play — do you si)cak next, you have'Norse 
rhymes enough, mc all know” 

“ But none that siyt the game we play at, father,” said Bre.ala, 
drawing kick 

“Nonsense’” sakl her father, pushing her onward, while 
Halero seized on hep reluctant hand, never let iflistimed 
modesty mar honest mirth — Speak for Brenda, Ilalcro — it is 
your trade to interpret maidens’ thoughts.” 

The poet bo^^ed tf) the beautiful young woman, with tlie 
devotion of a poet and the gallantry of a travel ler,<and, having, 
in a whisper, reminded her that she was in no way responsible 

* The Admiral of the Spanish Armada was wrecked on the- Fair Isle, half- 
way betwiJtt the Orkney and Zetland Archipelago The Duke of Medina 
SidoDia landed, with some of hia people, and plllige/kthe islanders of their 
winter stores. These strangers are remembered an having remained on the 
island by force, and on bad terms with the inhabitants, till spring rctumoo, 
when they effected their escaDe. , 
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for the nonsense he was about to speak, he paused, Jooked up- 
ward, simfxirod as if he had caught a sudden idea, and at length 
set dff in the following verses : — * 

4 

Claud Halceo. • 


‘ Motlier doubtful, Mother dread. 

Dweller o1 the Fitful Head, 

Well thou know’et it is thy task 
To tell ifchat beauty will not ask ; — 
‘'Tlien Hteejk thy worrls m wine and mUk, 
And weave a doom of gold and sdk, — 
Fcfi" we would know, shall Brenda prove 
In love, and happy in her love ?" • 


The prophetess replied almost immediately from behind her 
curtain — . • 


Norna. 


Untouch’d by lovey^the maiden'e breast * 

Is like the snow on Rona’s cieat, 

High seated in tlie mnidle sky, 
tn blight and barien punty , 

But Iw the .sunlieani gently ki^'d, 

IScarce by the gazing e>e 'tis miss’d, 

Ere down the lonely valley sfbabng, 

Flesh grass and growth its course revealing 
It < heers the flock, revi^a the flower, 

And decks some happy shcjiherd’s bower 

* “ A comfortable doctrine, and most justly 8ix)ken/' said the 
IbUillor, seizing flic blushing Brenda, as slie was ende.LVourmg 
to escape — Never think shame for thj matter, my girl. To 
}ic tlie inihticss of some honest man’s hodse, and the means of 
niaiutaiDing some oUl Norse name, makiiijg neighbours happy, 
tlm pocE easy, and lelieviiig strangers, is^he most creditable lot 
a young woman ciui look to, and I heartily wish it to all here. 
Como, who sjxiaksftextl — good husbands are going — Maddio 
Groatsetter — my pretty Clara, come and have your sliare/’ 

The Ladjr Glowro\\rum shook her h-iad, and could not,” 

she said* “^togetlici approve” 

“ Enough said —enough said,” replied Magnus ; “no compul- 
♦sion , but the play eball go on tdi we are tired of it Here, 
Minna— I have got you at command Stand forth, my girl — 
there aro plenty of things to be ashamed of besides old-fashioned 
and mnoamt pleasantly. — Come, I will speak for you myself— 
though T am not sure I can remember rhyme enough for ik” 
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There*wafl a slight colour which paa&eil mpidly over Minna's 
face, but she instantly regained her composure, and stood eiect 
by her father, as o^e superior to any httlo jest to whiuh her 
situation might give lise. • 

Her father, after «ome rubbing of his brow, and other ino- 
clianical efforts to assist liis memory^ at length revered vetse 
sufficient to put the following query, though in less gallant 
strains than those of Hiilcro : — 

Maonos Troil. 

** Mother, sjx'aJc, and do not tarftr^ 

Here’s a maiden fain wuulJ many. 

Shall she marry, ay or not T 
If she marry, wj^it'sher lot t” 

A (top Sigh was uttered AMthm the tabernacle of the. sooth 
sayer, as she cornpjissionaiiid the subject of the doom which 
elio was oBliged to pronounce. She then, usual, returned 
her resDonse : — 

Nouna. 

• 

“ UntoucliVl by love, the rnaiilen’s brenal 
Is 3*ko the snow ou Itoiia’n cre-nt , 

Bo pure, so free from cartldy dye, 

It seem‘d whilst leaning on the «)fy, 

Part ol Oic heaven to winch ’tis mgh ; 

But pa-ssion, like the wjM Murtfatoui, 

May Hod the wreath witli miny a «tiin 
We ga7e — the lovely vision’s gone 
A torrent fills Iho bed of stone, 

Th^, hurrying to destructhm’s Rho<K, 

Leaps headlong from the loll) roi k ” 

I'he Udaller ht*aidthi8 reply with liigli rcbciitmciit. “ liy 
the bones of the ^Martyr,” he said, his brave visage becoming 
suddenly ruddy, “this is an abuse of (ji>urtesyi. and, weie li 
any but youn^lf that had classed my daugliter’s mime and the 
word debtruction together, they had better have left the woul 
unsfKjkeii. But, come forth of the tent, thou old galdragori,"* 
he added, with a smile — “I should have known tliat tlioii 
canst not long joy m anything that smacks of mirth, God helj) 
theo!” His summons received no answer; and, altcir waiting 
a moment, he again addressed her JSiiiy, nevei; be sullen 
with me, kinswoman, though I did speak a iiasty word — thou 


* Qaidra ATiTwwt— The Norse for a «orcereaa» 
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knowest I bear malice to Ro one , least of all to thee-^-eo come 
forth, and let ns shake hands — Thou niight&t have foretold 
the 'v^eck of my ship and boats, or a bad IvuTing-fishery, and I 
should have said never a word , but Miima or Brenda, you 
kiiow, are things wdiich touch me nearer. ‘But come out, shake 
liandH, and tl'cro let there^be an end ori’t.” 

Norna returned no answer whatever to his repeated invoca- 
tions, and the company began to look ufion each other with 
Home surprise, when tlie Udaller, raising the skm which covered 
the entrance of the ^ent, discovered that the interior w'as empty. 
Tlie wonder was uov\ general, and not unmixed with fear , for 
it Hcerfted imj>fw.sible that Noma could have, in any manner, 
escaped from the tabernacle in'* which she was enclosed, without 
having Ijecn .disco veri^il by the ompany. Gone, however, she 
w?is, and the Udal]^^, alter a moment’s consideration, dropped the 
skiri-euitain again over the entnimio of the tent 

‘J My friends, • he said, with a crheerful countehaiice, we 
have long known my kinswoman, and that lier ways are not 
like tliose of the Ordinary folks of tins worid. But she K*cans 
well by lljaltland, and'hath the love of a sLster for me, and for 
my house , and no guest of mine needs e’Tther to fear evil, or 
to take otftuice, aU her hand. I have little doubt she will bB 
witli us at dinner time.” * , 

Now, HeavefI forbid'” said Mrs Baby^YrllowleJ^ — ‘‘for, 
my glide Leddy Glowrowruin, to tell jour kddyship the truth, 

I likena cummers that can come and gae like a glance of the 
Buii, or the whisk of a whirlwind.” ^ 

“ Speak lower, speak lower,” said the Lady GlowrowTum, 
“and bo thankful that yon c^urlm hasna Uj^’eii the house-side 
aw'iiy wi’Sior The like of her have played w'arse pranks, and 
so has she hersell, unless she is the sairer lied on ” 

Similar murmurs ilin through the rest of the company, until 
the Udaller uplifted his stentorian and inijw*n4tive voice to put 
them to silemife, and invited, or rather commanded, the attend- 
ance of liLs guests to behold the boats set oflf for the /ww/ or 
deop-sea fishitig. 

•“ The wind has been high since sunrise,” he said, “and had 
kept the boats in the liay • but now it was favourable, and they 
wmild eailnininediafely.” 

This sudden alteration of the weather occasioned sundry nods 
;ind winks amongst the guests, who were not ludispo^ tc 
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ciouuoat it with Norna’a sudden disappearance , hut, witliuut 
ifiviug vent to observations wlaiih could not but he diisiigroetildo 
ti) their host, they followed his stately step to the 8hor«!i, as the 
licnl of deer follows the leading stag, wth all manner of re- 
spectful olwervancc.’*^ 

• Not© N. Forluue-^oUuig rhyniw. , 


CHAPTER TWENTY-SIiCOlrt). 

Thm^ wiis a laughing devil in Ins sncfli^ 

That raiHed eniotionH%»^th nf nig« and fwir ; 

And vliPie hi« fiovni of hatred tlarklv fell, 

Hope 'witliering fled — and Meic^ Hjgh'd fatevndl 

Tuh COHSAIR, ('untn / 

• • 

The ling* or white fishery is the priucijial of the 

natives of Zetland, aud was formerly that uj^u whi(‘fi the 
gentry diiefly depeiule<l for tlieir iD<ome, and the [loor for 
their sulisistence. The fishing season is, therefore, liW" the 
harvest of on agi^cultural country, the busuist and niont im- 
• imrtant, as well as the most animating, peii^sl of tlic ywir 

The fishermen of eaviii dtstnet assemble at paitinilar stations, 
with Aeir boats and ereivs, and erect upon the sliore fj^nall 
huts, composed of shingle, and covered with turf, 4 nr their 
temporary lodging, and skeos, or diyung houses for the fish , sr© 
that the lonely be^h at once assumes the ajiiHdiran' of an 
Indian town The banks to which tliey rejiair for tin Hmif 
fisliing are often many miles distant from the station where 
the fisli is dried, ^60 that they aie always twenty or tliiity 
hours absent, frcjquently longei , and under unfavtuiraldc (ir 
cumstanees of wind and tide, they rcnfiin at ff^a, with a vi ry 
small stock of provisions, and m a Ixiat of a construction wliidi 
seems extremely slender, for two or tliree dayai and arc some- 
times heard of no more. The departure of the fishers, thc re- 
fore, on this occupation, has m it a character of* danger and of 
suffering, which renders it dignified, and the anxu’ty of tJie 
females who remain on the lieach, w fetching tb^ dejjarturc of 
the lessening boat, or anxiously looking oift for its iieturn, gives 
|iathoB to the scene.* 

* Note 0. Zetland , 


VOL, XXIJ. 
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'J'he scene, therefore, wa* m busy and anxious animation, 
when the Udaller and his fnends apixjared on the beach The 
vaiions crews of about thirty boats, amounting each to from 
three to five or six men, were taking leave 6i their wives and 
female relatives, and jumpuig on board their long Norway skiffe, 
wlie/e their lines and tackle lay ready stowed Magnus was 
not nu idle spei'^tator of the 'acene , he went fiom one place to 
another, inqiiinng into the state of their provisions for the 
voyage, and their pieparations for the fishing — now and then, 
with a rougli Butch or Nob.e aath, abusing them for block- 
heads, fdt going to seif with their boats indifierently found, but 
always o^'ding by onlenug fiom his own stones a gallviii of gin, 
a lispund ()1 rnoal, or some similar essential addition to their 
sea-storoH The liardy ^ wiilors, on receivnng such favours, ex- 
yircssed their thank i in the brief giutf manner whnb their 
landlord best ayquoved , hut the women were more (damiVous 
in tlieir giatitiide, winch Magnus was often obliged to silence 
by ciirsing all female tongues from Eve’s dowTiwards 

At length all were on Iniard and ready, the sails were hoisted, 
the signal for dcfiartiire given, the rowers li^gan to pulh and 
all started from the sliore, m strong mnuhi^jon t(^ get first to 
tlie fishing grouinl, and to have their liuea set before the rest , 
an exploit to which no little corisequerHO was attached by the 
boat’s Clew wlio should be happy enough to perform it 

\Vhile they were yet withm heanug of the sliore, they 
'•hail ted an ancjent Noi'se ditty, appropriate to the occasion, of 
wliuh Claud Hidcro had executed the following literal trans- 
lation — 

“ Furowell, nierr} inaidi'nii, to Kong ami to laugh, 

F<»' the bravo lads of Westra are bound to ttie Haaf , 

\iid >A© must have lAl>our, and hunger and pain, 

Rre >e dance with the ruaida of Dunrossuess again 

“ Kor now, In our trim boats of Noroway deal, 

Wi? muHt dame on the waves, with the pofpoise and seal ; 
Thc;,bn‘r'Ze it shall ]up€, so it pipe not Ux; high, 

Ajid the gull bt' our songstress whene'er she tilts by. 

“ Sing tm, mj bravo bird, while we follow, like thee. 

By Iwiuk, rIiohI, and quuksand, the swamis of the sea ; 

.\jQd wfien twcntv-score ti'jhoa are stTaimiig our line. 

Sing louder, bir ve binl, for their ayvoils shall l>e thine. 

* We’ll sing while we liait, aud wee’ll wng w hen we baok 
For the deei>s of Haaf ha\e enough for us all 
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, 'Rjere w torsk for the gentle, «•<! skate for tlie carle, 

Ajid there’s wealth for bold Magnus, the son of the eail. 

“ Huzz& I Juy brave coinrwlos, give way for t)ie llaaf, % 

We shall sooner corne back to the dan^e and the laugh , 

For hfe without mirth is a lamp without oil . 

Then, miilh and long hfe to the Ixdd Magnus Troil 1” , 

The rude words of the song wei^ soon drowned in the npjile 
of the waves, but the tune (‘ontmued long to mingle with the 
sound of wmd and sea, and the boats werekhke so many black 
specks on the surface of the ocean, diminish i*ig by degrees as 
they bore far and farther seaward, vlfile the ear ccuild dig 
tinguish Ouches of the human voice, almost drowned amid that 
of the elements • 

The fiiiheriiioii’s wives locked their, last after tlie parting 
saili^ and were now departing slowly, •with* downmt and 
anxious looks, t^owards tlie liuts in which they were to make 
arrangements for preparing and drying th^ hsh, with which 
they hoped to see their husbands and inends ♦return (leejily 
laden. Here and there an old sibyl displayed the 8ii[>erior im- 
portance of her Experience, by predicting, from tbo appeAranco 
of tlie atmosphere tliat the wmd would be fair or foul, while 
, others recommended a vow to the Kirk of Saint Nmians, f(>r 
the safety of their ine*i and boats (an ancient Catholic sujier- 
stitiou^ not yet wholly abolrshcd), and (others, but in a low and 
timorous tone, Regretted to their companions, that J'Joina of 
Fitful Head had been suffered to depart m discoDtent thivt 
morning from Burgh Westra, and, of all days in tl o year, 
that they suld har8 contrived to give her displeasure on t »o first 
day of the white-fishmg 

The gentry, guests of Magnus Troil, having whUed away as 
much time as could lie so dhiposed of, in viewing the little 
armament set sail, and in conversing wi4h the women who 
had seen their friends embark in it, began now to separate into 
vanoufl groups and jiarties, which strolbni in ^different direc- 
tions, as fancy led them, to enjoy what may be calfed the clair- 
obscure of a Zetland summer day, which, though without the 
brilliant sunshine that cheers other countries during the fine 
season, has a mild and pleasing character of^ its own, that 
Bofbons while it saddens landscapes, wliich^ in thcir^own lonely, 
bare, and monotonous tone, have somethmg in them stem as 
well as barren. 
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In one of the loneljeet recesses of the coast, where .a deq) 
indenture of the rocks gave the tide access to the cavern, or, as 
it IS ca?ied, the Helyer of Swartaster, Minna Troil was walking 
with Captain Clevelapd. They had probably chosen that walk, 
as being little liable to intemiptiou from others ^ for, as the 
forc 6 of the tide rendered the place unfit eitlicr for fishing or 
sailing, 80 it w’os not the ordinary resort of walkers, on account 
of its being the supposed habitation of a Mermaid, a race 
which Norwegian 'SU[»er 8 titkm invests with magical as well 
as inisrhievoua -qualities. Here, therefore, Mmna wandered 
with her lover. 

A smg'M spot 0^ milk-white sand, that stretched beneath one 
of the iirecipices winch w'alled' in the cieek on cither side, 
afforded them space for a dry, firm, and pleasant walk of about 
a hundred yards, terminated at one extremity by a dark stretch 
of tlie bay, which, scarce touched by the wind, seemed almost 
as smooth as glass, and which was seen from between two 
lofty“ locks, the jaws of the creek, or indenture, that approached 
each other alK>ve, as if they wished to meet over the dark tide 
that liepurated them T^lie other end of tlnur promenade was 
closed hy a lofty and almost unscaleable pn 3 cipice, the abode 
of hundreds of sea-fowl of different kinds, in the bottom of 
winch the Inigo helyer, or sea-cave, itself yawned, as if for the 
purpose of Kw?illowing up the advancing tide, which it seemed 
to receivi into an abyss of immeasurable de^th and extent. 
The entrance to this dismal cavern consisted not in a single 
arch, as usual, but was divided into two, by a huge pillar of 
natural rook, which, rising out of the sea, and extending to the 
top of the cavern, seemed to lend its support to the roof, and 
thus formed a double portal to the helyer, on which the fisher- 
men and peasants had bestowed the rude name of the Devirs 
Nostrils, In this wild scene, lonely and undisturbed but by 
the clang of the sea-fowl, Cleveland had already met with 
Minna Troil m^pre than once ; for with her it was a favourite 
walk, ns the objects which it presented agreed peculiarly with 
the love of the wild, tlie melancholy, and the wonderful. But 
nqjv the conversation m which she was earnestly engaged, was 
such as entirely to withdraw her attention, as well as that of 
her companion, from the scenery around them. 

“You cannot deny it,” she said: “you have given way to 
feelings respecting this young man, which indicate prejudice 
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and Violence — the prejudice unmerited, as far as you are 
concerned at least, and the violence equally iiuprudont and 
unjustifiable , * 

I should have thought,*' replied Clevektod, that the service 
I rendered him yesteiday might have freed me from such a 
charge. I do not talk of my mjn risk, for J have lived in 
danger, and love it , it is not every one, however, would have 
ventured so near the furious animal to save one with whom they 
had no connection.” , • 

“ It is not every one, indeed, who could Have savjgd him,” 
answered Minna, gravely , “ but every one who has courage 
and generosity would have attempted it. ^he giddy-braiued 
Claud Halcro v^ould have done* as much ns you, had his stiength 
been equal to his courage— my father woult} have done as 
mucih, though having such just cause of resentment against the 
young man, for Ins vam agid braggart abuse of our bohjatabty 
Do not, therefore, VKiast of your exploit ti )0 much, iny. good 
liieiid, lest you should make me think that it lec^iirod too great 
ameffort I knqw you love not Moidaiait*Mcrtouri, though you 
exposed your own life to save his.” * 

“ Will you allftw nothing, then,” said Cleveland, for the 
long misery I was made to endure from the common and 
prevailing report, thatfthis beardless bird-hunter stood l)etwixt * 
me and what I /in earth coveted most — the affections of ]I|||liiina 
TroiH” 

He s}X)ke in a tone at once impassioned and insiun^tMng, ai^ii 
his whole language and manner seemed to expre/ss a g tee and 
elegance, which ‘formed the most striking contrast \ ith the , 
speech and gestjiire of the unjioJished seaman, which he usually 
affected or exnibited. But his apology was unsatisfactory to 
Minna. 

You have known,” she said, pdi'bapa too soon, and 
well, bow little you had to fear — if you indeed feared — that 
Mertouu, or any other, had interest with Minna Troil. — Nay, 
truce to thanks and protestations ; I would accept it as the best 
proof of gratitude, that you would be reconciled With this youth, 
or at least avoid every quarrel with him " 

“ That we should be friends, Miujia, is impossible,” replied 
Cleveland ; ‘‘ even the love I bear ycfti, the most powerful 
emotion that my heart ever knew', cannot work that miracle.” 

“ And why, I pray you 1” said Miniia , “ there havt; been 
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DO evil offices between you, but rather an exchange of Mutual 
servicea , why can you not be friends 1 — I have many reasons to 
wish it.*^ 

And can you, then, forget the sbghta which he has cast 
upon,, Brenda, and on yourself, and on your father’s house?” 

“ I can forgive them all,” fiaid Minna , — can you not say so 
much, who have m truth received no offence?” 

Cleveland looked down, and paused for an instant; then 
raised his head, and'^replied, “J might easily deceive you, Minna, 
and pioujise yoif wln^ my soul tells me is an impossibility, 
but 1 am forced to use too much deceit with others, ^and with 
you I will use none I cannot bp friend to this young man * — 
there IS a natural dislike — an mstinctive aversion — something 
like a jinnciple ol repuLion m our mutual nature, winch makes 
iiH odioUvS to caedi other. Ask himself— -he will tell you ho has 
the same antipathy against roe. The obligation he jp^nferred 
on nio was a bridle to my resentment , but I was so galled by 
the lestraint, that I could have gnawed the curb tiU my lips 
w^cre bloody ” 

“ You have w'uni wdiatT you are w'ont to call your iron mask 
so long, tliat your features,” replied Minna, ‘‘detain the impres- 
sions of its rigidity even when it is removed ” 

“Y’'ou do me injustice, Minna,” repheil her lover, “and you 
are angry with me liecause I deal with you plainly and honestly. 
Plainly aUd lionestly, however, will I say, that I cannot be 
lilcrtoun’s friend, but it shall be his own fault, not mine, if I 
am ever his enemy I seek not to injure hii/i , but do not ask 
me to love him. And of this remain satisfied, that it would be 
vain even if I could do so , for as sure as attempted any 
advances totvards his confidence, so sure would I be to awaken 
Ills disgust aud suspicion Leave us to the exercise of our 
natuial feelmgs, winch, as they wdll unquestionably keep us as 
fiir sp[)arate us possible, are most likely to prevent 'any possible 
interference witlf each other — Does this satisfy you ?” 

“ It must," siud Mmna, “ smee you tell me there is no remedy. 
— And now tell* me why you looked so grave when you heard of 
yoftr consort’s arrival — for that it is she I have no doubt — in 
the port of Kirkwall ?” 

“ I fear,” implied Cleveland, “the consequences of that vesSeTs 
arrival with her crew, as comprehending the ruin of my fondest 
hopes. I had made some progress m your father’s favour, and, 
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With tfLme, might have made more, when hitlier come Hawkiua 
and the rest to blight my prospects for ever. I told you on 
what terms we pjvrted I then commanded a vessel braver and 
better found than their own, with a crew W'ho, at my slightest 
nod, would have* faced fiends aimed wuth their own fiery 
element; but I now stand alone, a single maii.^ destitute of all 
means to oveniwe or to restram them , and they ill soon show 
so plainly the ungovernable license of their habits and disposi- 
tions, that rum to themselves and* to me w’dl m all i)robability 
be the consequence ” ' 

Do not tear it,” said Minna , my lather can never be so 
unjust as to hold you liable for the offences of others ^ 

But what will Magnus Trod say to my own dements, fair 
Minna?” said Clovclancl, smiling. * , 

**My father is a Zetlander, or rather* a Norwegian,” said 
Minna, •“one of an opprciifted race, who will not care whether 
you lougfit against tlie Spaniaids, who are* the tyrants the 
New World, or against the Dutch and Engl^h, who have 
siirceeded to tli^ir usuiped dominions. * Ills own ancestois 
Bup]X)rted and exercised the freedom (tf the seas in those J^allant 
harks, whose pemfons were the dread of all Europe ” 

“I fear, nevertheless,” said Cleveland, ♦“ that the de^scend- 
ant of an ancient sed-kmg will scarce acknowledge a fitting * 
acquaintance m a modern rover I have not disguised^ from 
you that I have reason to dread the Englittli laws ; and Magnus, 
though a great enemy to taxes, imposU, scat, watt I*, and '40 
forth, has no ideij of latitude upon pomts of a moi gemTal 
character , — he Vould willingly reeve a rope to the yard-arm 
for the benefit qf an unfortunate bucanier ” 

“ Do not suppose so,” said Mmna , “ he himself siiflors too 
much oppression from the tyrannical laws of qur jnoud neigli- 
hours of Scotland I trust he will lioon he able to rise in 
rcfistance against^ them The enemy — tuich I will call them — 
are now divided amongst themselves, and ever}^ vessel from their 
coast brings intelligence of fresh commotions — tlie Highlands 
against the Lowlands — the Williamites against the Jacobites 
— the Whigs against the Tones, and, to sum the whole, tlie 
kmgdom of England against that of Scotland . What is there, 
as Claud Halcro well hmted, to prevent* our avajimg ourselves 
of the quarrels of these robbers, to asseit the independence of 
which wc are deprived ?” , 
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To hoist the raven standard on the Castle of Scallowaj^,” said 
Cleveland, in imitation of her tone and manner, “ and proclaim 
your father Earl Magnus the First 

Earl Magnus the Seventh, if it please you,” replied Minna ; 
for SIX of his ancestors have worn, or werev entitled to wear, 
the Coronet liefore him. You laugh at my ardour — but what 
IS there to prevent all this ?”* 

Nothing vnll prevent it,” replied Cleveland, “ because it will 
never be attempted*— Anythii^g mi^ht prevent it, that is equal 
in stiongth to the long-boat of a British man-of-war.” 

You’\ireat us with ''scorn, su*,” rephed Minna, ‘^yet yourself 
should krtow whatr a few resolved men may perform.” 

But they must be armed, Minna,” replied Cleveland, “ and 
willing to place their lives ujion bach desperate adventure — 
Think not of such 'Visions. Denmark has been cut d(i\\Ti 
into a second-rate kingdom, incapabje of exchanging a single 
liroadsidc 'VMth Eii;<land , Norway is a starving wJldemess , 
and ill these islauds, tlie love of independence has been sup- 
pi cssed by a long teini of subjection, or shows itself but in a 
few mattered growls over 4116 bowl and bottle. — And were your 
moil as willing warriors as their ancestors,'- what could the 
unaiined crews of jv few' iishing-boats do against the British 
navy? — Think no moie of it, sw'eet MmAa — it is a dream, and 
I must term it so, though it makes your eye so \>nght, and yoiu* 
stej) so noble ” 

f. “ It IS indeed a dream !” said Minna, looking dow'u, *^and it 
ill becomes a daughter of Hjalthind to look or to move like a 
fiee-wuman — Our eye should be on tlie grouhd, and our step 
slow and reluctant, as that of one wdio obeys a taskmaster.” 

“ 1'liere are lands,” said Cleveland, in w];>icli the eye may 
look bright ujxin gioves of the palm and the cocoa, and where 
the foot may move lightens a galley under sail, over fields car- 
peted wuth flowers, and savannahs surroiiufled by aromatic 
thickets, and wh^re subjection is unknown, except that of the 
brave to the bravest, and of all to the most beautiful.” 

Minna paused- a moment ere she replied, and then answ'ered, 
“ No, Cleveland. My own rude country has charms for me, 
even desolate a§ you tluiik it, and depressed as it surely is, 
which no other land otf earth can offer to me. I endeavour in 
vain to represent to myself those visions of trees, and of groves, 
which my eye never saw ; but my imagination can conceive 
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uo sight? in nature more sublime than these waves, when agitated 
by a storm, or more beautiful, than when they come, as they 
now do, rolling m.calm tranquillity to the shore. N(?t the 
fairest scene in a foreign land, — not the brightest sunbeam that 
ever shone upon tho richest landscaiio, would win my thoughts 
for a moment from that lofty rock, misty hill, and wide-rolling 
ocean. Hjaltland is the laud of my deceased ancestors, and of 
my living father , and m Hjaltland will I live and die.” 

^‘Then m Hjaltland,” answered Cleveland^ ‘Svill I too live 
and die I will not go to Kii'kwall, — I will' not inqke my 
existence known to my comrades, from whom it were else haul 
for me to escape. Your father loves me, Miiftia , who* knows 
whether long attention, anxious* care, might not bung him to 
receive me into his family? Who w’ould regard t^ev length of a 
voyage that was certain to terminate in hapj^iuess?” 

“ Dream not of such an is^ue,” said Minna ^ “ it is impossible 
While you*live m my father’s house — wliiU you receive Jus 
assistance, and sluire his table, you will find him fltie generous 
frienj, and the hejply host, but touch huit on what concerns 
his name and family, and the frank- hefirted Udallcr will s*tait 
up before you the •liaughty and proud descondaut of a Nor- 
wegian Yail. See you, — a moment’s suspicion has fallen on 
Mordaimt Mertoun, aiuriie has banished from liis favour tlio 
youth wliom he lately loved as a son. No one must ajiy 
with his house that is not of untainted northern descent^” 

“And mine may be so, for aught ilnit is known to lo^ uijon 
the subject,” said Cleveland 

“ How said IMlnna , “ have you any reason to believe your- 
self of Norse descent?” 

“ I have told you tefore,” repbed Cleveland, “ that fny family 
is totally unknown to me. I spent my earliesi days upon a 
solitary plantation in the little island df Tortuga, under the 
charge of my*fathar, then a different yKTson from what he 
afterwards became. We were plundered by t4ie Spaniards, 
and reduced to such extremity of poverty, that my fatlier, in 
desperation, and in thirst of revenge, look up annfl, and having 
become a chief of a little band, who were in tlie same circum- 
stances, liecame a bucanier, as it is called, and cr-uised against 
Spain, with various vicissitudes of good aiiH bad for^ine, until, 
while he interfered to check some violence of his companions, 
be fell by their hands — uo uncommon fate among the capt 4 iris 
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of these rovers But whence my father came, or wnat was the 
place of his birth, I know not, fair Minna, nor have I ever 
had a^cunous thought on the subject ” « 

He was a Bntdn, at least, your unfortunate father?^’ said 
Myina 

“ 1 have n(i> doubt of it,” said Cleveland , “his name, which 
I Imve rendered too formidable to be ojieuly spoken, is an 
Engbsli one , and his acquaintance witli the English language, 
and even with Phfglish litewiture, together with the pains which 
he took, in beder d^ys, to teach me both, plainly spoke him to 
be an Englisbmaii. If the rude bearing which I ^display to- 
wards btliers it^ not Iheilgeninne character of my mind and 
inaniKTs, it is to iny fatlicr, Minna, that I owe any share of 
better thoughts and princijilcs, wbndi may render me worthy, 
in some small degree, of your notice and aiiprobation « And 
vet it sornetunes bcems to me, tliat*I have two differont charac- 
teu , for I eunnrit bring myself to believe, that I, who now 
walk thiL. Ibne lieacli wuth the lovely Minna Trod, and am 
peiipittetl to speak'to her of the passion whhili I have chenrhed, 
have ever been the dartng leader of tlie lM)ld baud 'whose name 
'w^as as ternldc as a tornado ” * 

“You had not* been jxjrmitted,” sjud Mmna, “to use that 
lx)ld hinguage towanls the daughter ol Magnus Trod, had you 
71 o( been the bravo and undaunted leader, 'v^’ho, with so small 
means, •'lijuj made Ins name so formidable My heart is like 
■ that of a inaulen of the ancient days, and is to be won, not by 
fair wHirds, but by gallant deeds,” , 

‘ Alas ! that heart,” said Cleveland , “ and 'v\hat is it that I 
may do — what is it that man can do, to wi^i m it the interest 
which I dbsire?” • 

“Rejoin your friends — pursue your fortunes — leave the rest 
to destiny,” said Minna “ Should you return, the leader of a 
gallant fleet, who am tell wliat may befall • 

“ And Ay ha# shall assure me, that, 'W'hen I return — return 
I ever shall — I may not find Minna Trod a bride or a spouse 1 
- --No, Minna, I will not trust to destiny the only object worth 
Httaining, w'hich my stormy voyage m life has yet offered me,” 

“ Hear me^” said Muma. “ I 'i^^dl bind myself to you, if y^ou 
dare accept such an* engagement, by the promise of Odin,* the 
most sacred of our northern rites which are yet practised among 
• * Note P Promipe of 0dm 
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US, tliaf 1 will never favour another, until you resij^n the pro- 
tensions which I have given to you. — Will that satisfy you? — 
for more I cannot-r-more I will not give,” ^ 

“ Then with that,” said Cleveland, aftex» a moment’s pause, 
“ I must perforce satushed , — but remember, it is yourself 

that throw me back upon a mode ^of life which the laws^ of 
Britain denounce as cnminal, and which the violent passions 
of the daring men by whom it is pursued, have rendered 
infamous.” , 

‘^But I,” said Mmna, “am superior to such prejudices. In 
warring with England, I see their laws in other light than 
as if you *were engaged with an ehemy, whM, m fuhiess of 
pride and power, has declared lie will give his antagonist no 
quarter A brave man will not fight ,the won^o for this, — 
and, for the manners of your comrades, sd that they do not 
infect your own, why should their evil report attach to you ?” 

Cleveland gazed on her as slie sjioke, yith a degrej; of 
wondering admiration, m which, at the same time,»there lurked 
a smile at her smiylioity 

“I could not,” he said, “have bebeved, that such high 
exmrage could havcf been found united with such ignorance of 
•the world, as the world is now wielded. .P'or my nuinDcrs, 
they who best know meVilI readily allow, that 1 have done my 
best, at the risl^ of my popularity, and of my life itself,^ to 
mitigate the ferocity of my mates , but liow can y(»n teacli 
humanity to men burning with vengeance against tlj« world 
by wliom they are jiroscnbed, or teach them temperan and 
moderation in enjftying the pleasures which chance throws in 
their way, to vary a life which would be otherwise one constant 
scene of peril ana l^dship? — But this promise, Mmna -- this 
promise, which is all I am to receive in guerdon for rny faithful 
attachment — let me at least lose no tunehn claiming thnt.” 

“ It must not be# rendered here, but in Kirkwall. — Wc must 
invoke, to witness the engagement, the Spirit Mhijh presides 
over the ancient Circle of Stennis But perhaps you fear to 
name the ancient Father of the Slam t(Mj, the Severe, the 
Terrible?” 

Cleveland smiled, 

“ Do me the justice to thmk, lovely Mi Ana, that d am little 
subject to fear real causes of terror ; and for those which are 
visionary, I have no sympathy whatever.” 
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You believe not in them, then,” said Minna, “and are ao 
far bett(^r suited to be Brendans lover than mine.” 

“ I believe,” replied Cleveland, “ in w(^atever you believe. 
The whole inhabitants of that Valhalla, about which you con- 
verse BO much with that fiddling, rhyming fool, Claud Halcro — 
all "those shall Jbecome living and existing things to my credulity. 
But, Minna, do not ask me to fear any of them.” 

“ Fear ’ no — not to fear them, surely,” replied the maiden ; 
“ for, not before Thor or Qdm, when they approached m the 
fulness of theiF terrors, did the heroes of my dauntless race 
yield one foot m j.etfreat Noi do I own them as Deities — a 
l)€tter kith presents so foul an eiTor But, in ouf own con- 
ception, they are yiowerful spirfts for good or evil And when 
you boast not to fear them, betluilk you that you defy an enemy 
of a kind you have ^ever yet encountered.” * 

“Not in these northern latitudes,” said the lover, with a 
smile, “ where hitherto I have seen but angels ; But I have 
faced, m niyttime, the demons of the Equinoctial Line, which 
we rovers suppose t^ be as powerful, and as ipalignant, as- tjiose 
of tlfe north ” ♦ 

Have you, then, witnessed those wonders that are beyond 
the visible world said Minna, with some degree of awe • 
Cleveland comiiosed Ins countenance, •and replied, — “ A short 
whjle before iny father’s death, I came, though^then ver/ young, 
into tho command of a sloop, manned witli thirty as desperate 
/fellows as ever handled a musket. Wo cruised for a long while 
witli bad suceasa, taking iiotliing but wretched Bmall-craft, 
w Inch were destined to C4itch turtle, or otherwise loaded with 
coarse and worthless trumpery. I had much ado to prevent 
my comrades from avenging upon the cre'^s of those baubling 
shallops the disappomtmeut which they occasioned to us. 
At length we grew desperate, and made a descent on a village, 
where wo were told wo bhoidd intercept tbv mules of a certain 
Spanish goveri^or laden with treasure. We succeeded in carry- 
ing the place , but wlule I endeavoured to save the inhabitants 
from the fury of ray followers, the muleteers, with their pre- 
oioiis cargo, escapc'd into the neighbourmg woods. This filled 
uj) the measure of my unpopulanty. My jieople, who had 
b^n long •disconteiAed, became openly mutmous. I was de- 
posed from my command, in solemn council, and condemned, 
as \iavmg too bttle luck and too much humanity for the pro- 
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fession J had undertaken, to ha marooned,* aa the phrase goes, 
on one of those little sandy, bushy islets, which are called in 
the West Indies, keys, and which are frequented only by turtle 
and by sea-fowl. 'Many of them are supposed to be haunted 
— some by the demons worshipped by the old inhabitants — 
some by Caciques and others, whom the Spaniards had put to 
death by torture, to compel them to discover their hidden 
treasures, and others by the various spectres in which sailors oi 
all nations have implicit faith t My place of, banishment, called 
Ooflin Key, about two leagues and'" a half to the south-east of 
Bermudas, was so infamous as the resort if these supernatural 
inhabitants, that I believe the wealth of would giot have 

persuaded the bravest of the scoindrcls who put me ashore thcic, 
to have spent an hour on t)ie islet alone, even in broad daylight , 
and when they rowed off, they pulled for tlie^sloojMike men that 
dareif not cast their eyes behind them. And there they left 
mo, to 8u1)iist as I might, o*u a speck of uVfproductive sand, sur- 
rounded by the boundless Atlantic, and bauftted,^aH they 
posed, by malignant demons ” , 

'^Aud what waS the consequence t^jxid Minna, eagerly. 

“ I supported life," said the adventurer, at the exixmse of 
^uch sea-fowl, aptly called boobies, us wore silly enoiigli to let 
me approach so near as •to knock them down with a stick . and 
by means of turtle-eggs, when these complaisant birds liecaine 
better acquamteff wdth the mischievous disposition of the huftian 
species, and more shy, of course, of my advances " 

“And the demons of whom you spokii?" — continued . 'luna. 
“I had my apprehensions uikiii tlioir accouni," said 

Cleveland “ In open day-light, or in absolute darkness, I did 
not greatly apprehend their approach , hut in tlie ipisty dawn 
of the morning, or Vlicn evening was alwnt to fall, I saw, I’or 
the first week of my abode on the key,#nany a dim and unde 
fined spectre, jfiow resembling a Spaniard, with his cajja u rapja^d 
around him, and Kis huge sombrero, as laigo as an umbrella, 

• 

^ To maroon a seaman, signified to abandon Imn on a desolato coast or 
island — a piece of cruelty often practised by Pirates and Slucaniers. 

■f An elder brother, now no more, who was educated in the navy, and 
had been a midshipman in Rodney’s squadron in the West Iiiflies, used to 
astomsh the author’s boyhood with tales of those haunted inlets On one 
of them, called, I believe, CoflSn Key, the seamen lively nefuaed to pass 
the mght, and came off every evening while they were engaged ui complet- 
ing the watering of the vessel, retuniing the loliowing sunrise. 
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bus bead — now a Dutch sailor, Avith hia rough ^ap and 
tnuik-hose — aiid now an Indian Cacique, with his feathery 
crown^and long lance of cane.” 

“ Did you not ap^oach and address them*?” said Minna. 

I always appro/iched them,” replied the seaman , “ but — I 
gmvo to disapjiomt your expectations, my*^fair friend — when- 
ever 1 drew nfcar them, the phantom changed into a bush, or a 
piece of di iftwood, or a wreath of mist, or some such cause of 
decej)tion, until at last I was taught by expenence to cheat 
myself no ](uigjir with such •visions, and continued a solitary' 
inhabitant ol Coffin Key, as little alarmed by visionary terrors, 
as I evej- was great cabin of a stout vessel, with a score 

of companions around me ” «. 

“ You liave cheated me into listening to a tale of nothing,” 
said Minna ; ‘Mmt long did you continue on the island ?” 

Four weeks of wretched existence,” said Cleveland, ‘“when 
I was relieved by the crew of a •vessel which caiife thither 
a-tmthng Y'et rtiy miserable seclusion was not entirely useless 
to me , for on tlu^t spot of barren sand I found, or rather 
forged, tlie iron-mask, wdneh has since I>een* my chief secilrity 
against treason, or mutiny of oiy followei;p It was there I 
tormed the resolution to seem no softer hearted, nor better^ 
instnuted — no mrire humane, and n<^ more scrupiilouH, than 
those witli whom fortune had leagued me I thought ^ver my 
foraicr ston, and saw that seeming more btave, skilful, and 
enterpribing than others, had gamed me command and respect, 
•and tliat seeming more gently nurtured, and more civilised 
than they, had made them envy' and hate ,me as a being of 
another s]>et‘ics I hfirgained wuth myself, then, that smee I 
could not lay aside my superiority of intellect and education, I 
would do my best to disguise, and to sink m the rude seaman, 
all appearance of bettoj; feeling and better accomplishments. I 
foresaw then what has since happened, that^ under the appear- 
tuice of danng obduracy, I should acquit^ sxic'h a habitual 
comnuuid overmy followers, that I might use it for the insur- 
ance of discipline, and for relienug the distresses of the i^Tetches 
w^o fell under our power. I saw, in short, that, to attam 
authority, I must assume the external semblance, at least, of 
those over whbra it to be exercised. The tidings of my 
father’s fatS, while it excited me to wrath and to revenge, 
txmfirmed the resolution I had adopted. He also had fallen a 
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victim his superiority of mind, morals, and manners, above 
those whom he commanded They wore wont to call him tlie 
Gentleman ; and, unquestionably, they thought he waited some 
favourable opjiortiiJlity to reconcile liimsdf, perhaps at their 
expense, to those existmg forms of society his habits seemed 
best to suit with, * and, even therefore, they murdered hwn 
Nature and justice ahke called on me for revenge? I was soon 
at the head of a new body of adventurers, who are so numerous 
in those islands I sought not after those by^whom I had been 
mjself marooned, but after the wietches wlio had betrayed my 
father^ and on them I tmik a revenge so t^'verc, that it was of 
itself sufficient to stamp me with the chanu^i^of tliat inexor- 
able ferocity winch I was desixous to be thooftiit to possess, 
and which, jairliaps, was gfudually creeping on my natuial 
disposition m actual earnest My niann(?l*, iy)cocli> ami conduct, 
seemdB so totally changed, that those who formerly knew me 
were dis|M')sed to ascribe thb alteration to my intercourse with 
the demons \^ho haunt<*d the sands of Cothif Key , nay, tAiero 
were some, superstitious enough to belicve,^tliat I had actually 
fonited a league wRh them " » 

“1 tremble to Ijpar the rest’*’ said Minna, “did you not 
jDecome the monster of courage and cnieity whose character you 
aseuiiied?” , • 

“If I have escaped being so, it is to jou, Minna,” replied 
(yleveland, “ that* the wonder must ]>e ascribed It is triR), ) 
have always endeavoured tr) distinguish myself rather bv acts of 
adventurous valour, than by schemes (d revenge or of p! Mider,* 
and that at lengtl^f could save lives by a rude jest, and ^omc 
tmies, by the excess of the meajhurcs which I myself j)roj>osed, 
could induce those under me to interce.de in favour of prisoners , 
so that the seeming •seventy of my character has belter served 
the cause of humanity, than had I appeyed directly devoted to 
it.” 

He ceased, *and iCs Mmna replied not a word, both remained 
silent for a little space, when Cleveland again rCsumcd the dis- 
course — 

“ You are silent,” he said, “ Miss Trod, itnd I leave injured 
myself in your opmion by the frankrujss with which I have laid 
my character before you. I may truly ^y, that my natural 
disposition has been controlled, but not altered, by tfie untoward 
rmimstances in which I am placed.” 
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I am uncertain,” said Minna, after a moment’s ccusidera- 
tion, whether you had been thus candid harl you not known 
I should soon see your comrades, and discover from their con- 
versation and their juanncrs what you would otherwise gladly 
have concealed ” 

You do me injustice, Minna, cruel injustice From the in- 
stant that you knew me to be a sailor of fortune, an adventurer, 
a i)ucanier, or, if you will have the broad word, a pirate, what 
h?ul y<ni to expect l(‘fls than what T have told you ?” 

You speak, too truly,” <^aid Minna — all this I might have 
anticipjrtod, and I know not how I should have expected it 
otherwise But^/c scorned to mo that a war on tl^ cmel and 
superstitious Spaiiiaids liad in it something ennobling — some- 
thing that refined the fierce employment to which you have 
just now givOi^i its tJ'ue and dreaded name. I thought that the 
independent warriors of the Western Ocean, raised up, as it 
wore, to punisli the wrongs of so many murdered and plundered 
tritwa, must , have* had something of gallant elevation, like that 
of the Sons of the Iforth, whose long galleys avenged on so ipany 
coaf^s the oppie^sious pf degenerate Rome' This I thought, 
and this I dreamed — I gneve that I am awakened and unde- 
ceived Yet I blame you not for the erring of my own fancy — * 
Farewell ^ we must now part ” 

“ Say, at hiast,” said Cleveland, ‘‘ that you do not hold me in 
horror for having told you the truth ” 

** I must have time for reflection,” said Minna, time to 
' weigh what you have said, ere I can fully imderstand my own 
feelings. Thus much, however, I can sa^ c'ven now, that he 
who pursues the wicked purpose of plunder by means of blood 
and cTueJtv, and who must veil his remains natural remorse 
under an affectation of sujierior profligacy, is not, and cannot 
be, the lover whom Minna Troil expected to find in Cleveland ; 
luid if she still love him, it must he as a penitent, and not as a 
hero.” 

So saying, she extricated herself from his grasp (for he still 
endeavoured detfun her), making an imperative sign to him 
to iforhear from following her — She is gone,” said Cleveland, 
looking after her , “ wild and fanciful as she is, I expected not 
this — She stairtled i\ot at the name of my perilous course of life, 
yet seems totally unprepared for the evil which must necessarily 
attend it , and so all the merit I have gained hv my resemblance 
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bo a Nbrse Champion, or King of the Sea, is to be lost at once, 
because a gang of pirates do not prove to be a choir of saints. 
I would that Racl^un, Hawkins, and the rest, had V>eeik at tiie 
bottom of the Kace of Portland — I would the Peutland Firth 
had swept them 1^) hell rather than to Orkney ! I will not. 
however, quit the chase of this angel for all that these fidhds 
can do. I will — I must to Orkne^ before the ^daller makes 
his voyage thither — our meeting might alarm even hia blunt 
understanding, although, thank Heaven, in this wild country, 
men know the nature of our trade only by hearsay, through ovir 
honest friends the Dutch, who take care to spealc very ilJ 
of those fhey make money by. — Well, if nirtune wiuld but 
stand my fnend with this b^uTiful enthusiast, r would pursue 
her whed no farther at sea, Iflit set mysgll down amongst, these 
rock^ as happy as if they w^ere so many gwves bananas and 
palmetto^.” ^ 

With thhse an<l such thoughts, half rolling jn his bosom, lialf 
expressed in indistinct hints and murmurs, the jhsate ClevSlaud 
ret|^rned to the mansion of Burgh Westra • 


OHAPTtR TWENTY-THIRD, 

• 

There was shaking of bauds, and sorrow of heait, 

For the hour was approaching when merry folks must pail , 

So we call’d for our horses, and ask’d for our way, 

While the joHy»old landlord saul, “ Nothing’s to pay." 

blLLirTJT, A Pol M 

Wk do not dwell Ufion the festivities of the day, •which hiul 
nothmg in them to interest the reader particularly. The table 
groaned under the usual plenty, which* was disiioseil of by the 
guet’ts with the usqal appetite — ^the bowl of jjiinch was filled and 
emptied with the same celerity as usual — the ii^n quafted, and 
the women laughed — Claud Halcro rhymed, punned,* and praised 
John Dry den — ^the Udaller bum}>ered and sang^chorusiis — and 
the evening concluded, as usual, in the ngging-loft, as it was 
Magnus Troll’s pleasure to term the dqncing ajiSiftment 

It was then and there that ClevelaDd,«ai prom lung Magnus, 
where he sat betwixt his two daughters, intimated his intention 
of going to Kirkwall in a small bng, which Bryce Similsfoot, 
VOL, Xin a 
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who had disposed of his goods with unprecedrated celerity^ had 
freighted thither to procure a supply. 

Magnus heard the sudden proposal of his guest with surprise, 
not uninmgled with displeasure, and demand^ sharply of Cleve- 
land how long it was since he had learned to prefer Bryce Snails- 
foot's company to his own 1 Cleveland answered, with his usual 
bluntness of manner, that fime and tide tarried for no one, and 
that he had his own particular reasons for making his trip to 
Kirkwall sooner than the Udaller proposed to set sail — ^that he 
hoped to meet with him and his daughters at the great fair, 
^\hlch was now clopeiy approaching, and might perhaps find it 
possible .to returr^o Zetland along with them. 

While he sjfifee this, Brenda ‘kept her eye as much upon her 
sister as it was possible to do without exciting general obsen’-a- 
tion. She remarked that Minna’s pale cheek became yet paler 
while Cleveland sjxike, and that she seemed, by compressing her 
lips and slightly knitting her brows, to be in the act of repress- 
lug !be effect'' of strong interior emotion. But she spoke not ; 
and when Clevelard, having bidden adieu to the Udaller. 
fipprCached to salute her, as was then the custom, she received 
1)18 farewell without trusting herself to attempt a reply. 

Brenda had her own trial approaching, for Mordaunt Mer- 
toun, once so much loved by her fathci, was now in the act of 
making Ins cold parting from him, without receiving k single 
loolc of fnendly regard. There was, indeed, sarcasm in the tone 
with which Magnus wished the youth a good journey, and re- 
commended to him, if he met a bonny lass by the way, not to 
dream that she was in love because she chsmeed to jest with 
him Mertoun coloured at what he felt as an insult, though it 
was but h'df intelligible to him ; but he remembereil Brenda, 
and suppressed every feeling of resentment. He proceeded to 
take his leave of the sifters Minna, whose heart was consider- 
ably softened towards him, received his farewell with some degree 
ot interest ; bu^ Brenda’s gnef was so visible in the kmdness of 
her manner 'and the moisture which gathered in her eye, that it 
was noticed even by the Udaller, who exclaimed, half angrily, 
“iVhy, ay, lass, that may be right enough, for he was an old 
acquamtmice ; ^but mind ! I have no will that he remain one.” 

Mertoun, who wns<*sldwly leaving the apartment, half over- 
heard this disparaging observation, and hif turned round to 
resent it. But hia purpose failed him when he saw that Brenda 
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had hmx obliged to iuive recourae to her handkercldof to hide 
her emotion, and the sense that it was exited by hw departure 
obliterated every thought of her father's unkindness. * ,He re* 
tired — the other *guests followed his ex^nple, and many of 
them, like Clevel^d and himself, took their leave over-night, 
with the intention of commencing their homeward journey on 
the succeeding morning, • * 

That night, the mutual sorrow of Minna and Brenda, if it 
could not wholly remove the reserve which, had estranged the 
sisters from each other, at least hielted all its frozen and uu* 
kindly symptoms. They wept in each othar^ arms , anti though 
neitlier spoke, yet each became dearer to lim other* becauM- 
they felt that the grief which called forth tnhse drops had a 
source common to them botfi? ^ 

I^is )jrv)bable, that though Brenda's teara*were5noht abundant, 
the grief of Mmna was most deeply seated , for, long after the 
younger hatl sobbed herself asleep, like a child, upon her sistei’n 
Imdsodi, Minna lay awake, watching the dubmus twilight, Vhihj 
t(i#y after tear slowly gathered m her eye,®and found a curu nt 
down licr cheek, & soon as it became too heavy to be siijiforUMl 
by her long black silken eyelashes. As she lay, l)e\vil(ioie(l 
I among the sorrowful thoughts which supplied these tears, she 
was surprised to distiaguisli, beneath the window, the sounds 
of music. At first she supposed it was some freak of OJaud 
Ilalcro, whose fantastic humour sometimes indulgcit dscTf lu 
such serenades. But it was not the (jue of the old nniistn 
but the guitar, that she heard, an instrument whu^ none in 
the island knew boV to touch except Cleveland, who hatj learned, 
in his intercourse with the South American Spaniards, to 
on it with fiuperfor execution. Perhaps it was in tl\^so chiiiJiU'- 
also that he had learned the song, which, though he now .sung 
it under the window of a maiden of Thule, had certainly uom-i 
been composed for the native of a climate so nortlierly and so 
twivere, since it spoke of productions of the earth^and skien w1n( h 
arc there unknown. 


1 . 

** Love witkee and weeps 
While Beauty aleepK . 

(Jh for Muku/a ttoftest numbers, 

'Fo prompt a theme, 

For Beauty's dream, 

Sort os the pUlow of her alumber* J 


2.* 

Throuj^h tp-oves of paho 
Sigh gaJBH of bulfii, 

Fire-flfes on tliu afr ure wheeling ‘ 
Wiiift throijgli flie gloom 
Comes soft jierfmne, 

The distant be<lH of flowers u'vealinf 
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3 . 

I* 0 wake and Uve, 

No dream oan give 
A shadow’d bliss, the real exce^ing ; 

"No longer sleep, 

From lattice peep, 

And bst the tale that Love is telling ! " 

The voice of Cleveland was deep, rich, and manly, and 
accorded well with the^ Spanish air, to which the words, probably 
a translation from »the same ^angua^e, had been adapted His 
invocation would not probably have been fruitless, could Minna 
have arisen withoij^ Awakening her sister. But that was im- 
possible for Brf’^a, who, as we have already mentioned, had 
wp])t bitterly ‘before she had sunk into rejiose, now lay with 
licr face on her sister’s veck, and one arm stretched around her, 
in the attitude of a* child which has cried itself asleep ir. the 
anns of its nurse. It was impossible for Minna to extricate 
herself from her gr-asp without awakening her , and' she could 
not, therefore, execute her hasty purjiose of donning her gown, 
and apfiroaching the window to speak with Cleveland, who, ‘'he 
liad do doubt, had resorf-ed to this contrivance to procure an 
interview. The rest! amt was sufficiently prbvoking, for it was 
more than piobable that her lover came to take his last fare- 
well , but that Brenda, inimical as sh6 seemed to be of late 
towards Cleveland, should awake and witness it, was a thought 
not to l)e endured. 

There was a short pause, in which Minna endeavoured more 
than once, with as much gentleness as possible, to unclasp 
Brenda's arm from her neck , but whenever 'fehe attempted it, 
the alumberer muttered some little pettish sound, like a child 
disturbed in its sleep, which sufficiently showed that persever 
ance in the attempt would awaken her fully. 

To her gre^vt vexatiun, therefore, Minna was compelled to 
leiaaui still and silent; when her lover, as if detennined upon 
gaming her ear by music of another strain, sung the following 
fragment of a sea-ditty — 

^ “ fi’arewell ! Farewell * tlie voice yon hear, 

Has left ite last soft tone with you, — 

^t^ next must jom the seaward cheer, 

And s^out among the shoutmg crew. 

" 'rhe accents which I scarce could form 
Beneath your frowns controUmg check. 
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Must give the word, above the stjpmi, 

To cut the mast aud clear the wreck. 

‘^The\iinid eye I dared not raise, •- 

The hand that shook when press'd to thhie, 

Muaf point the guns upon the chase, — 

Must bid the deadly cutlass shine. * 

** To all I love, or hope, or fear, — 

Honour, or own, a long adieu ! , 

To all that life has soft Sind dear, 

Farewell 1 save memory of yo^ |»» “ * 

He waif again silent ; and again she, to the^serenado 
was addressed, strove in td arise without rmJSiig her sister 
It was impossible ; and she* had nothyig before her but tlie 
nnh^py thought that Cleveland was takiii?^ leave in his desola- 
tion, witjiout a single glan<je, or a single word Ho, too, whoso 
temper wa« so yet who 8ubjei‘ted his jnolent mood^with 
such sedulous attention to her will, — could slie but have stolen 
a moment to say adieu — to caution him figamst new quarrels 
witli Mertoun — fo implore him to (ktaeh himself trom*BUch 
comrades as he had described, — could she hut have done this, 
#who could say what effect such parting ^monitions might 
have had upon his character — nay, upon the future events of 
his lifef? ^ , 

Tantalised by such thoughts, Minna was about vto make 
another and decisive effort, when she heoni voices IxM.eath thr# 
wmdow, and thought she could distmguish that they ro those 
of Cleveland and ‘iftertoun, speaking in a sharp tone, wdiich, at 
the same time, seemed cautiously suppressed, as if the sficakers 
feared being overboard. Alarm now mingled with dier former 
desire to rise from Ibed, and she accomplished ^t once the pur- 
pose which she had so often attempted vam. Brenda’s ann 
was unloosed irom , her sister's neck, without the sleeper receiv- 
ing more alarm than provoked two or three UTunteUigible 
mimnurs ; while, with equal speed and silence, Minna put on 
some part of her dress, with the intention to steal to the window. 
But, ere she could accomplish this, the sound of the voices 
without was exchanged for that of bloiys and struggling, w^hich 
terminated suddenly by a deep groan. • • 

Terrified at this last signal of mischief, Minna spnmg to the 

* 1 cannot suppireM tbe pride of saying, that these linea have t»eea beautifully 
nrt tc onginal Uiuaic, by Arkwright iVrbynblre 
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window, and endeavoured to open it, for the persons were so 
close ufiflei the walls of the house that she could not see theui, 
save by i)utting her l>ead out of the casemenJ. The iron hasp 
wfis stiff and rusted, and, os generally happ^s, the haste with 
which she laboured to mido it only rendered the task more 
difhcult. When it was accibmplish^, and Minna had eagerly 
thrust her body half out at the casement, those who had 
created the sounds which alarmed her were become invbible, 
excepting that she saw a shddow cross the moonlight, the sub- 
stance of wdiich mu^t< have been in the act of tumuig a comer, 
which co^icealed ijf^trom her sight. The shadow mov^^d slowly, 
and seemed t^t of a man who siippoilcd another upon his 
shoulders; an mdication which put the climax to Minna’s 
agony of mind. The wundow was not above eight leet from 
tlie ground, and she hesitated not^ to throw hereelf from it 
liastily, and to pursue the object which had elicited her 
tci rol* M 

Ihit wdicii she aune to the corner of the buildings from wducli 
the shadow seemed to haije been projected, she 'disijovcred noth nig 
wliK’U could point out the way that the figv.re had gone ; and, 
after a moment’s consideration, became sensible that all attempts, 
at pursuit would lie alike w'lld and fmitless. Besides all the 
pio)octions and recesses of the many-angled mansion, and its 
numerous offices^ — besides the various cellars, storehouses, stubles, 
and so forth, which defied her solitary search, there wa& a range 
of low rocks, stretching down to the liavcu, and which were, in 
fact, a coritiiuiatiou of the ridge which formed its pier. These 
rocks had many mdeutures, hollows, and caverns, into any one 
of which the figure to which the shadow belonged might have 
1 ctired with his fatal burden ; for fatal she feared it was most 
likely to prove <* 

A moment’s reflection, as we have said, convinced Minna of 
the folly of farther pursuit. Her next thought M^as to alarm 
the family , but what tale had she to tell, and of whom was 
that tale to be told ? — on the other hand, the wounded roan — 
if mdeed he were wounded — alas, if indeed he were not mor- 
tally wounded, might not be past the reach of assistance ; and, 
with this idea, she was about to raise her voice, when she was 
interrupted by that of Claud Halcro, who was returning ap- 
parently from the haven, and singing, in his manner, a scni[) of 
an old Korse ditty, which might run thus in Engbijh , — 
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^ And you shall deal the funeral dole ; 

Ay, deal it, mother mme, • 

'To weary body, and to heavy soul. 

The %hiid bread and the wme. 

• 

** And y<yi shall deal luy horses of pride ; 

Ay, deal them, mother mme ; 

And you shall deal my lands so wide, 

And deal my castles nine. 

“ But deal not vengeance for the deed, , 

And deal not for the onAie ; 

The body to its place, and the soul to Hlaveii s gjucis 
And the rest in God’s own tirae.^ v,, 

The Singular adaptation 0 / these rhymes to sitiiation m 
which she found herself, seeifted to Mujna like a warning Irojii 
Heayen. We are speaking of a land ofsomeiA and supersti- 
tions, at 4 l pcrhafis will scarce be uiuleistood by those whose 
liimted iirfagmation cannot conceive how strongly those ()])orut(‘ 
upon the human mind during a certain progJess societ/. A 
Wng of Virgil, turned up casually, was rc^jeived m the seven 
teeiith century, and m the court of England,* as an intimation 
of future events ; %nd no wonder that a maiden of the distant 
« and wild isles of Zetland should have considered as an iiijuin- 
tion from Heaven, verees which happcueif to convey a seuso 
aiialo^^us to her present situation. 

“ 1 will be Bifent,” she muttered — ** I will seal my jijis-*- 

* The body to ih? place, and the soul to Heaven's gi • c, • 

And the r^t m Goii’s own time.’ ” 

“Who speaks there 1” said Claud Halcro, in some alarm , 
for he had not. In Ins travels in foreign parts, bcenjiblo by .my 
means to rid himself of his native superstitions. In the con 
dition to which fear and horror had reiuced her, Minna was ut 
<lrst unable, to rpply ; and Halcro, fixing hia eyes upon the 
female white figure, which be saw indistmct^y (for slie stood 
in the shadow of the bouse, and the morning Whs thick and 
misty), began to conjure her in an ancient rhyme which occurrc<I 
to him as suited for the occasion, and which bad iu its gibber- 
ish a wild and unearthly sound, which may ^ be lost m the 
ensuing translation : — • « 

• The celebrated Scries ViigUiatia were resorted to by Charles I. vJ 
his oonrtieiB, as a mode of prying into futunty. « 
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“ Saint Magnns control thoc, that mart^T of treason ; 

Saint Honan relnUce thoe, with rhyme and with reaeon ; 

By* the moas of Samt Martin, the might of Saint Mary, 

6e thou gone, or thy weird ehaU be worse if t.ion tarry ! 

If ol good, go hence and hallow thee, — 

If ot ill, let the earth swallow thee, — - 

' If thou’it of air, let the grey mist fold thee,— 

If of harth, let the 8t>art mine hold thee, — 

If a Pixie, seek thy nng, — 

If a Nixie, sei'k thy spring — 

If on raidnle earth th(j>u'st been 
Slave of sorrow, shame, and sm, 

' Hast eat th^iroad of toil and sLnIo, 

And die^ the lot which men call bit, « 

Be^bno toJ>^ stone I for thy cpffin is scant of llieo, 

The worrfi, thy play-fellow, wails for the want of thee , — 

Bence, houseless gh^st I let the h'arih hide thee, 

Till Michavil shall, bfow the blast, see that there thou bide thee I -- 
i*hantom, fly hence ’ take the Cross for a token, 

Bence pass till Bullowmass * — my ffpell is spoken ” 

“ it IS I. llUcro,” muttered Mmna, m a tone so thin and low, 
that it might have ^lassed lor the faint reply of the conjmed 
phanthm ^ 

You ’ — you said Halcro, his tone of alarm changing to 
one of cxtieme surpnsOj ‘‘by this moonlight, which is waning, 
and so it is ’ — Who could have thought to find you, my most 
lovely Night, wandermg abroad in your own ‘dement’ — But 
you 8aw them, I reckon, as well as I ? — bold enough in you to 
follow them, though." 

“ISaw whom? — follow whom?” said Min^ia, hoping to gain 
tiome infoi mation on tlie subject of her fears and her anxiety 

“ The coriise-lighls which danced at the haven,.” replied Halcro , 
“ tliey bode* no good, I promise you — you wot well what the old 
ihyme says — 

* Where Viorpse-hght 
Dances bright, , • 

Be it day or night, 

» ^ Be it light or dark, 

There shall coqise lie stiff and stark. 

T ^ent half as far as the haven to look after them, but they 
had vanished. . I think J saw a boat put off, however— HMMfie 
one boimd for the H?aaf, I suppose — I would we had good 
news of tliis fishing — there was Noma left us in anger — and 
then these corpse-lights I — ^Well, Gkid help the while 1 I am 
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ciu old "man, and can but wish that all were well over — But 
how now, my pretty Minna? tears in yoifi: eyes? — And, now 
that I see you in lihe 6sur moonlight, barefoot^ too, by’ Saint 
Magnus! — Were there no stockings of' Zetland wool st)ft 
enough for these pretty feet and ankles, that glance so wluto 
ui the moonbeam ?~What, silent ?— ^angry, perhaps,” he added, 
in a more serious tone, “ at my nonsense ? For shame, silly 
maiden 1 — Remember I am old enough to be your father, and 
have always loved you as my child.*f ' 

“ I am not angry,” said Minna, constraiimig herself to speak 
— “but he^d you nothing] — saw you noth^g] — They must 
have passed yotu” ^ 

“They?” said Claud HalcjQ ; “what mean you by they]— 
is it the corpse-lights] — No, they did m»t pass me, but I 
think •they have passed by you — and blighted you with their 
influence, ‘for you are as pale as a spectre — Come, come, 
Minna,” ho added, opening a side-door of tho-dwellmg, “ these 
moonlight walks are fitter for old jxiets than for yoling maidens 
— so lightly olad os you are 1 Maiden, you sliould take 
care how you give yourself to the bree'zes of a Zetland night, 
for they brmg more sleet tlian odours upon their wings — But, 
Ibaulen, go in; for, as gjlonous John says — t)r, as he does not 
say — foi; I cannot remember how his verse chimes — but, as J 
say myselfi in a pi»etty poem, written when my muse was in her 
teens, — ** 

Menseful maiden ne’er Hhould nse, Maiden’s foot wo shtnild not view, 
^Pill the first beam tii§e the skies ; Mark’d with tiny print on dew, 
Sdk-fnnged eyelids still should close Till the opouing flowerets hpreud 
Till the sun has ku*(’d the rose ; Carpet meet for beauty’s tread — 

• ^ 

Stay, what comes next] — let me see.” • 

When the spirit of recitation seized^on Claud Halcro, lie 
forjot time and pla43e, and might have kept his companion m 
the cold air for half-an-hour, giving poetical reasons why she 
ought to have been in bed. But she mterrupted him by the 
question, earnestly pronounced, yet in a voich which was 
scarcely articulate, holding Halcro, at the same time, with a 
trembling and convulsive grasp, as if bj supjxjrb herself from 
falling — “Saw you no one in the boat which put’ to sea but 
now]” 

’ Nonsense,” replied Halcro; “how could I see any Wi, 
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when light and distance only enabled mo to know that it was n 
boat, and not a graifipusT' 

Fhit there must have been some one in the boat ?" repeated 
Minna, si^arce conscious of what she said. 

C’crtainly,” answered the poet , “ boacts seldom w^ork to 
windward of 4.hcir own a^pord. — But come, this is all folly, 
ami BO, as the Queen eays, in an old play, 'which was revived 
for the stage by rare Will D^Avenant, * To bed — to bod — to 
bed*'” ‘ • 

They, sepal afod, ^d Minna's limbs conveyed her with diffi- 
culty, through sejf^iral devious passages, to her owp chamber, 
wlieic ffiic st^oKued heiHclf captiously beside her still sleeping 
bitter, with a mind baiaased wi^ii the most agonising appre- 
licnsiorjH T^^at slie ^ia<l heard Cleveland, she w^as positive — 
the tenor of the Hongs left her no doubt on that subject. If not 
iM\ually certam that she hiul heard young Mertoup’fe voice in 
hot#(piarrcl witluhor lover, the impresBiou to that effect was 
strong on ffer mind Tiie groan, with which the stniggle 
Hi'oujcd to tcnriinifte — the fearful mdiiiitkm from whn^i it 
H(‘emed that the conquefor had borne off thf lifeleas body of his 
victim- -all tended to prove that some fatal event had concbuletj 
the contest. And which of the unhajipy men had fallen 
winch had met a bloody death? — which had achieved* a tatal 
and a bloody victor}^? — These were questions io 'which the btill 
small vdicc of interi(»r eonvn'tion answeied, that her lover Olevt*- 
" laud, from character^ temper, and habits, was most likely to ha^e 
been the 8ur\ Ivor of the fray. She receivad^from the rctlection 
an involuntary consolation, which she tUiiu)st detested herself for 
admitting, when she recolJceted that it was .at once darkeiievl 
with her Dover's guilt, and imbittered with the destruction of 
Ihonda’s happiness for ever, 

“ Innocent, nuhiippy sister 1” such were her reflections , thou 
that art ten times better than I, because «o unfirctending—^o 
unassuming iif thme excellence I How is it possible that J 
should cease to feel a pang, which is only transferred fixnii my 
]^)«om to thine ?” 

As these cruel thoughts crossed her mind, she could nol 
refrain from straining her sister so close to her bosem, that, after 
a heavy sigh, Brenda awoke. 

** Sister,” she said. “ is it you? — I dreamed I lay on one of 
those luouiunents which Claud Halcxo described to us, where 
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the oHigy of the iuhabitaat beneath lies carved in stouo u]K)ii 
the sepulchre. I dreamed such a marble ibrm lay by my side, 
and ti^t it suddenly acquired enough of life and ammation to 
fold me to its cold, moist bosom — and it is^youra, Minna, that 
is indeed so chilly. ‘You are ill, my dearest Mmna 1 for Gods 
sake, let me rise and call Euphane Fea. — What ails youl has 
Noma been here again V* 

“ Call no one hither,” said Minna, detaining her , “ nothing 
ads me for which any one has a rcpiedy n 6tluug but ai)j>ie* 
heneions of evil worse than even Noma could jin)phcssy^ liut 
God IS abo^ all, my dear Brenda ; and pray to Hun to 
turn, as he only can, our evd iii^p good ’* 

They did jointly repeat thc^r usual prayer for strength and 
[•rotectiou from on high, and again cowjKKpd ^hcmsolvea to 
sleep, buffering no word, save “God bless yoli,” to pass liotwixt 
them, whGq their devotions were finished , thus scnipiilously 
dedicating to Heaven their lost wakuig w*oTds, if huqjau 
fradty prevented thorn from commanding their ^.ist waking 
thoifchts. Brendiis felc[)t first, and Miiiua,'' strongly resisting 
the dark and evd presentiments whicl! again Ix^giui to crowd 
^hemselves upon her miaginatiori, was at last so fortunate as to 
slumber also, ^ * 

The iitorin which Halcro had ex|M*cted began about day- 
break, — a cKpmll,' heavy with wind mid ruiu, such as is o|ifon 
felt, even during the finest port of the s<-ju 4 ou, in these latitudon 
At the whistle of the wand, and the clatter of tlie ra \ on the 4 
•shingle-roofing of tke fishers* huta, many a poor woman w'as 
awakened, and called on her children to hold up their little 
hands, and join m prayer fur the safety of the detir husb.md 
and father, who waa even then at the mercy of th(f disturbed 
clerneiite. Around the house of Bui^h Wbstra, chirufieys 
howled, and windows clashed. The props and rafters of tlu' 
higher .parts * of the building, most of them formed out of 
wreck- wood, groaned and quivered, as fe^iring be again dis 
persed by the tempest. But the daughters of Magnus Trod 
continued to sleep as softly and as sweetly as ff the hand of 
Oh^trey had formed them out of statuary marble The sexual I 
had passed away, and the sunbeams; disfiersing the clouds 
which drifted to leeward, slione full through the Ihttioe, when 
Minha first started form the profound sleep into which fatigue 
and mental exhaustion had lulled her, and rat mg herseU on 
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her ann, began to rec^all cvente, which, after thw interval of 
profound repose, setoed almost to resemble the baseless visions 
of the night She almost doubted if \^at she recalled of 
horror, previous to* her starting from her bed, was not indeed 
the fi(ition of a dream, suggested, perhai^, by some external 

HOUIidH. f * 

“ I will see Claud Halcro instantly,” she said ; ** he may 
know something of these strange noises, as he was stirring at 
tlio time." ' i 

Wit^» that slie swmig from bed, but hardly stood upright on 
the floor, ere heywster exclaimed, Gracious Heaven I Minna, 
what atis yfnujwot — your ankb^l” 

She looked down, and saw with surprise, which amounted to 
aijoriy, that J)oth hoF- feet, but particularly one of them, was 
stained with darlc enrason, resembling the colour of* dried 
blood * f 

^Vithoiit attempting to answer Brenda, she rushed to the 
window, and eoiit a desperate look on the grass beneath, for 
there she knew she* must have contracted tlw fatal stain ^But 
the rain, which hiwi fallhn there in treble qvantity, as well from 
the heavens, as from the eaves of the bouse, had washed awaj 
that guilty witnesfc, if indeed such had existed. All was 
trosli and fair, and the blades of grass, overcharged and lient 
wilih ram-drof)s, glittered like diamonds in tlfe bright morning 
sun. • 

• AVhile Minna stared upon the spangled veraure, with her 
full dark eyes fixed and enlarged to circles Jby the intensity of 
her terror, Brenda was hanging about her, and with many 
an eager inquiry, pressed to know wliether or 'how she had hurt 
hei'self? • * 

“ A piexe of glass cut through my shoe,” said Minna, be- 
thinking herself tliat some excuse was necessaiy^to her sister; 
1 scarce felt it at the time ” * 

“ And yet li^e how it has bled,” said her sister. “ Sweet 
Minna,” she added, approaching her with a wetted towel, 
“ let me wipe' the blood off — the hurt may be worse than you 
think of” 

*But as she appre^hed, Minna, who saw no other way of 
preventing discovery lhat the blood with which she was stained 
had never flowed in her own veins, harshly and hastily repelled 
the ^proffered kindness. Poor Brenda, unconscious of any 
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affeace which she had given to her sister, drew back two or 
three paces on finding W service tiins unjkindly refiiscHi, and 
stood ga^ang at Minna with looks in which there was more of 
surprise and mortified affection than of resmtment, but whudi 
hod yet something of natural displeasure. 

“ Sister,” said she, “ I thought we had agreed but last niglit, 
that happen to us what might, we would at least love 
other,” 

** Much may happen betwixt night and morning,” anewereii 
Minna, in words rather wrenclied from her by* her situation, 
than flowing forth tho voluntary lute^p^ete^a^>f her thoi?g]its. 

Much diay indeed have happened in a so s^nuy,” 

answered Brenda, “for see, ^here the verp^all around 
Euphane^s plant-a-cniive has been blow^^ down . but neither 
wdnd, nor rain, nor aught else, can coo) our tiffectimi, Minna.” 

“ But that may chance,” replied Minna, “ which ma> convert 
it into ” 

The rest of tho Hcntenco she muiteml in a tone Bp indistidct, 
that it could not be apprehended, while, aUthe wvme tune, hIio 
washed the blood-#tains from her feot and lelt aiiltle. Brertdu, 
who btill remained 4ooking on at some distance, endeavoured 
*ti vam to assumo some tone which might re-estahlish kind- 
ness and confidence betwixt them. 

“ Yod were ri^t,” she said, Minna, to suffer no one tf) help 
you to dress so simple a scratch — standing wliere I (Jp, it*i3 
scarce visible.” 

"The most cniel wounds,” replied Minna, “are thos** wliich 
make no outward slfow — Are you sure you see it at ah i'* 

"Oh, yes 1” njplied Brenda, framing her an a wer as she thought 
would best pleaseTher sister; "1 see a very slight srriitch; ini} 
now you draw on the stocking, I can see noUnng.” 

"You do indeed see nothing,” onswaod Mkiiia, sonuiwliat 
wildly; "but j;he time will soon come that all — ay, all — will 
\m a'^n and known.” ^ 

So saying, she hastily completed her dress, and led the way 
to brealrfast, where she assumed hear place amongiit the guests ; 
but with a countenance so pale and haggard, and manners and 
speech so altered and so bewilderecl, that it cxoiI^hI the atten- 
tion of the whole company, and the utmost anxiety pn the part 
of her father, Magnus TroiL Many and various were the con- 
jeeturea of the gneste, concerning a distemperature wlfich 
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seemed rather mental than corporeal. Some hinted that the 
maiden had Iwen i^jtruck with an evil eye, and sf>inething they 
muttered about Norna of the Fitful Head^ some talked of the 
departure of Captain Cleveland, and murmured, “it was a 
eliauie for a young Imly to take on so after a landlouper, ol 
'i<hom no one knew anything,*' and this contemptuous epithet 
was in particular bestowal on the Captain by Mistress Baby 
YeUowley, while she was in the act of wrapping round her old 
skinny nock the very handsome owerlay (as she called it) 
wherewith the siiid Captain had presented her. The old Laily 
(llowT^wrum system of her own, which she hinted to 

Mistrcys Yellojjii^y, after thanking God that her o\v'ti connection 
with the I^flrgh Westra family y&s by the lass’s mother, wlio 
was a canny Scotswopian, Lko herself. 

“For, as co these Troils, you see, Dame Yellowley,ifor as 
liigh as they hold their heads, tliey say that ken” (^unking 
sagaciously), “that theie is a bee in their bonnet, — tliat 
Ndrna, as they (^all her, for it’s not lier nght name neither, is 
at willies far beside her right mind, — an(^ they that kev the 
cause, say the Fowd wr^ some gate or other linkeil in with it, 
loi ho will never hear aii ill word of her. But I was in S(“ot- 
laud tlum, or 1 m^ght have kend the real cause, as weel as otluk 
folk At any rate, there iwS a kind (fi wildness in the blood. 
Yc ken very weel daft folk dinua bide to be ^f'ontradnjteil ; and 
ril say^tliat for the Fowd — he likes to be contradicted as ill as 
ony man in Zetland But it shall never be said that I said 
ony ill of the house that I am sae nearly connected wi’. Only 
yc will mind, dame, it is through the Sinclaifs that we are akm, 
not through the Troila, and the Sinclairs are kend far and wide 
for a wise, gciiemtion, dame — But I see there is the stirrui>ciip 
coming round.” 

“ I wonder,” said IJistress Baby to her brother, as soon ns 
the Lady Glowrowniin turned from her, “ wiiat gars that 
inuckle wife d(jme, dame, dame, that gate at me? She might 
ken the bliido of the Chnkscales is as gude as any Glowrowrum’s 
aiiiang them ” 

^ The guests, meanwhile, were fast taking their departure, 
scarcely notiof^ by Marius, who was so much engross^ with 
Minna’s indispositioh, that, contrary to his hospitable wont, he 
suffered them to go away uiisaluted And thus concluded, 
auuilst anxiety and Illness, the festival of Saint John, w* ee]e 
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bratedcti that aeason at the houae of Burgh Weatra, adding 
another caution to that of the Emperor of Ethiopia, — with how 
little security man can reckon upon the days which he dcstin<ifi 
to happiness. 


CHAPTEH TWENTY- FOURTH. 

# 

But this sad evil which doth her mfcil, 

Doth couroe of iiatuml caune lui 
•And housed is withm her hollow brest» 

That either seems some cursed witch's 
Or ovill spiight that in^^r iloth smli torment brewl. 

Faery QuEfiNE,W/f>f)t //j[y Canto ///. 

• * 

Tkk term, had now elapsed^ by several days, wlicn Mordauut 
Mertoim, he had promised at his departure, should have 
returned to his father's ab<ide at Yarlshof, bul tliaro wcitj *no 
tulinp of his arrival Such delay might,* at another time, 
have excited httle curiosity, and no anxiety ; for oh I Swor^lia, 
who took Ufion her the office of tbiiikiiig and (conjecturing lor 
little household, would have concluded thaj; ho had loinaiiUN] 
b<jhind the other guests apon some party of Kixirt fir phjasurc. 
But flhe*kncw thijt JMordaunt had not been labdy iii favour 
with Magnus Trod , she knew that ho projiosed his stay 
at Burgh Westra should be a short one, uixin account of his 
father’s health, to whom, notwithstanding the little t'n 'tunigi*- 
inent which his filiM*piety received, he jiaid uniform attention 
Swertha knew all this, and she became anxious She watclKiJ 
the looks of her *mMter, the elder Mertoun , hut •wrapt in 
dark and stem uniformity of coniixisiire, his couatcnaiKM;, like 
the surface of a midnight lake, enabled mf one t6 iioiiotralii into 
what wm lienoath. , His studies, his solitary mijals, hn lonely 
walks, succeeded each other in unvaried rotation, and scouied 
undisturbed by the least thought about Moidaurit’s aWno^. 

At length such reports reached Swertha’s car, fmm various 
quarters, that she became totally unable to concfial her anxiety, 
and ^resolved, at the risk of pirovoking Ijer m.isterjnto ftiry, or 
perhaps that of losing her place in hw hom,fchold, to /force upfm 
his notice the doubts which afflicted her own mind Mordaunt's 
goQil hiimoiur and goodly person must indeed have made 
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small impression on the withered and selfish heart of the poor 
old woman, to induce her to take a course so desperate, and 
from which her friend the Kanzelman endeavoured in vain to 
deter her Still, however, conscious that a miscarriage in the 
matter, would, like the loss of Tnuculo’s^ bottle in the horse- 
pool, be attended not only with dishonour, but with infinite 
loss, she determined to proceed on her high empnse with as 
much caution as was consistent with the attempt 

We have already mentioned, that it seemed a part of the 
very nature of, thLS reserved and unsociable being, at lejist since 
his retreat into utter solitude of Yarlshof, to endure no one 
to sta^^. a sub^t of conversation, or to put any question to 
him, that lifrfnot arise out oi qrgcnt and pressing emergency. 
Swertha was sensibljj, therefore, that, in order to open the dis- 
cr»urse favomably vhich she proposed to hold with her pastor, 
she must contrive that it should ojiginate with himself. 

To accomplish this purpose, while busied m prepanng the 
table for JiiJr. iflertoun’s simple and solitary dinner meal, she 
formally adorned the board with two coieis instead of ontj, and 
made all her other preparations, as if he was to liavo a guest or 
companion at dinner 

The artifice succeeded ; for Mertoim, on coming from Ids 
study, no sooner saw the table thus- arranged, than he askeil 
Swertha, who, waiting the effect of the strp-tagem as a fisher 
watch^ his ground-baits, was fiddling up and down the room, 
“Whether Mordaunt was not returned from Burgh Westni?” 

This question was the cue for Sweitha, and she answered in 
a voice of sorrowful anxiety, half real, hdlf affected, “ Na, na ! 
— nae «ic divot had dunted at their door. It wad be blithe 
news ind^^ed to ken that young Maister Mordaunt, puir dear 
bairn, were safe at hame.*' 

“ And, if he be uoi at home, why should you lay a cover for 
liiin, you doting fool V* replied Mertoun, p a tone well calcu- 
lated to stof^ the old woman’s pniceedinj^. But she replied, 
lx)ldly, “That indeed, somebody should take thought about 
Maister Moidaunt ; a’ that she could do was to have seat and 
l4ate ready for him when he came But she thought the dear 
bairn ha<l b§en ower long awa ; and, if she maun speak out, 
she had h^r ain fecJs Vhen and whether he might eve^ come 
hame,” 

“ Four fears I*‘ replied Mertoun, his eyes flashing as they 
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usually did when his hour of ungovernable passion approacliod ; 
“ do you speak of your idle fears to me, i^ho know that all of 
your sex, that is net fickleness, and folly, and self-conceit, and 
self-will, is a bundle of idiotical fears, vapours, and tremors'? 
What are your feai% to me, you foobsli old hog?” ^ 

It is an admirable quality in .womankind, •that, when a 
breach of the laws of natural affection comes under their obser- 
vation, the whole sex is in arms. Let a rumour arise in a 
street of a parent that has misused a child, or a (bild that has 
insulted a parent, — I say nothing of the^ase*of hiishaiid ami 
wife, where the interest may be ar counted for^iji sympathy,- -and 
all the women within hearing )> ill take animifte^^^^ancr decidcil 
part with the sufferer. Svfertha, notwithstanding her giecd 
and avarice, had her share of the geneiwu|^ feeling which docs 
so mfleh honour to hei sex, and on this occasion, so inncli 
carried oh Jiy its unpulsc, IJhat she confronted her muster, and 
upbraided him w’lth his liard-heartod inditfeience. with a told 
ness at which she herself was astonished. 

‘tTo be sure itwasna her that suld l>c fearing for her young 
maister, Maister Mprdaunt, oven althoflgh he was, as she might 
^weel say, the very sea-calf of her heart ; but ony other father, 
out Ins honour him8ell,,wad have hml speeniigs made after tlnj 
jKior lad, aud him ganc this eight days from Buigh AVestiu, 
and naebody keild when or where he had gane. There wiwiiu 
a baini in the howff but was maining for him , for he* made all 
their bits of boats with Ins knife; there wadna be u by ey(j ni* 
the parish, if aught* worse than weal should befall hiir -ua, no 
ane, unless it might be his honour’s am.” 

Mertoun had Jbeeu much struck, and even silencc^l, by ibe 
insolent volubility ef his insurgent housekeei>er , but, .at the 
last sarcasm, he imposed on her silence in her turn with an 
audible voice, accompanied with one of the most terrific glances 
which his dSrk eye and stem features could exi^rcss But 
Swertha, who, as she afterwards ac(piainted the»Itanzelinan, 
was wonderfully supjKirted during the whole scene, would not 
be controlled by the loud voice and ferocious look of her master, 
but proceeded an the same tone as before. 

“ His honour,” she said, “ had rnade*an unco ^ark because a 
wheen bits of kists and duds, that uaemnly h£ui *as6 for, had 
been gathered on the beach by the poor bodies of the township ; 
and here was the bravest lad m the ijountry loot, i-ud cast arway, 
VOL. XIIL T 
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m it were, before hifi ceu, and nae ane asking what was eoroe 
him.'' 

What should come of him but good, you- old fool,” answered 
Mr. Mertoun, “ as far, at least, as there can be good in any of 
thf follies he spends his time in 1” 

This was s'l'ioken rather in a scornful thaia an angry tone, 
jjiid Swertha, who had got into the spirit of the dialogue, was 
I (‘solved not to let it drop, now that the fire of her opponent 
sc(‘med to slacken. 

“0 ffy, to be sure I am an nuld fiile, — but if Maister Mor- 
daniit should have settled down in the Roost, as mair than ae 
bojit has bccT' lost in that weamfu' squall the other morning — 
by g<^»od luck it was short as it sharp, or naething could 
have lived in :t— or if he were dro^7ied in a loch coming haxne 
on foot, or if he were killed by miss of footing on a craig— the 
haill island kcnd how venturesome hh was — who,” sajd Swertba, 
^‘wOl be the auld’fule tlienl” And she added a pathetic ejacu- 
lation, that ^ God would protect the poor motherless bairn ! for 
if he had had a mother, there would have* been search liade 
after him before now ” 

This last sarcasm affected Mertoun powerfully, — bis javi^ 
(juivered, his face ^ew pale, and he muttered to Swertha to go 
into his study (where she was scarcely ever permitted te enter), 
and" fetch him n bottle which stood there. 

“O hb quoth Swertha to herself, as she hastened on the 
commission, “ my master knows where to find a cup of comfort 
to quality his water with upon fitting occasions.” 

There was indeed a case of such bottles as were usually 
cnqiloyed to hold strong waters, t)ut the dust and cobwebs in 
which they were enveloped showed that they had not been 
touched for many years. With some difficulty Swertha ex- 
tracted the cork of one of them, by the help of a fork — for 
corkscrew was there none at Yarlshof — and having ascertained 
by smell, and, *in case of any mistake, by a moderate mouthful, 
that it contained wholesome Barbadoes waters, she carried it 
mto the room, where her master still continued to struggle 
with his faintness. She then began to pour a small quantity 
into the near^t cup that she could find, wisely judging, that, 
upou a person so much unaccustomed to the use spirituous 
liquors, a little might produce a strong effect. But the patient 
signed to her impati^itly to fill the cup, which might bold 
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more titan the third of an English pint meusuro, up to the very 
brim, and swallowed it down without hesitKition. • 

“ Now the sauQts above have a care on us I ” said Swertha , 
“ he will be drunk as weel as mad, and Vha is to guide Inm 
then, I w^onderl" • ^ 

But MertouDLji breath and co^pu^ roturne(i| without the 
slightest symptom of mtoxication ; on the contrary, Swertha 
afterwards reported, that, ** Although she had always had a 
firm opinion in favour of a di’ani^yet sho ifever saw one woik 
such miracles — he spoke mair like a man of the middle world, 
than she had ever heard him do smee had entered his 
service.” * . • • 

“ Swertha,” ho said, “ yon^ are right m thw matter, and 1 
was wrong. Go down to the Uanzelmaii directly, toll him U) 
comeiaud speak with me, without an instant’s delay, and bring 
me special word w'hat boats and people he can command , I 
will employ them all in the search, and they shall be plentifully 
lewaidoil” • 

iJtJmulated by the spur whicli maketh the old woman pj'o- 
verbially to trot, Swertha [xisted dowif to tho hamlet, wifli all 
die speed of thieescbre, rejoicing that her sympathetic feelingh 
^vere likely to achieve their own rewiird, having given rise to a 
(juest ijhich promised lo bo so lucrative, and m the prolits 
whereof she was^fletemiiiied to have her share, shouting oui as 
she went, and long before she got within hearing, tlie Tiamcs of 
Niel Itonaldson, Sweyn Erickson, and the other IrKiiids and* 
(xinfederatcs who w<ye interested in her mission. To say the 
truth, notwithstanding that the good dame really felt a (lc(.‘[> 
interest in Mord^uiit Mortoiii, and was mentally troubled on 
account of his absence, perhaps few things would Iftive disap 
txiiuted her more than if ho Imd at this moment started up m 
her f>ath safe and sound, and rendered unnecessary, by Ids 
apxiearance, the expense and tlie bustle of searcliing after him 
Soon did Swertha accomplish her business in flio wdlagc, aud 
adjust with the senators of the township her own little shaic of 
l>6roentage upon the profits likely to afOTie on* her mi^^sion ; 
and speedily did she return to Yarlshof, with Niel KonaUlson 
by her side, schooling him to the best'of her skill in all the 
peculiarities of her master. * 

Aboon 9k things,” she said, never make him wait for an 
answer , and speak loud and distinct ns if you were hniliPig a 
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boat, — for he do\\Tia bide to say the same thing twice over , 
and if he asks about distance, ye may make leagues for miles, 
for lie kens naethmg about the face of the earth that he lives 
ufKin , aud if he speaK of siller, ye may ask dollars for shillings, 
for he minds them nae mair than sclate-stanes.'' 

Thus tutored, Niel Konaldson was introdug^ into the pie- 
sence of Mertoun, but was utterly confounded to find that he 
could not act upon the eystem of deception which had been 
projected — When he attempted, by some exaggeration of dis- 
tance and peril, to enhance the hire of the boats and of the 
men (for the search' was to be by sea and land)^ he found 
himself it once cut short by Mertoun, who showed not only the 
most perfect knowledge of the country, but of distances, tides, 
currents, and all bclc aging to tbe navigation of those seas, 
although these were topics with which he hal hitherto appoired 
to be totally unacquainted. The Ranzelman, therefore, trembled 
when they came to speak of the recompense to be afforded for 
their exertioiA in the search , for it was not more unlikely that 
Mertoun should be^as well infonned of what was just md 
proper upon this bead aU upon others ; and Niel remembered 
the stonn of his fury, when, at an early jienod after he had 
settled at Yarlshof,die drove Swerthaand Sweyn Erickson from 
his presence As, however, he stood hesitating betwixt the 
op]M?site fears of asking too much or too little, Mertoun stopped 
lii8 mouCh, and ended his uncertainty, by promising him a 
•iecom|>ense lieyond what he dared to have ventured to ask, 
witli an additional gratuity, in case they returned with the 
pleasing intelligence that his son waa safe 

When this great point was sditled, Niel Ronaldson, like a 
man of ciJmscience, began to consider earnestly the various 
places where search should be made after the young man ; aJid 
iiaving undertaken faithfully that the inquiiy should be pro- 
secuted at all the houses of the gentry, both in ' this and the 
neighbouring iSlauds, he added, that, “ after all, if his honour 
would not be angry, there was ane not far off, that if any 
body dared speer her a question, and if she liked to answer 
It, could tell more about Maister Mordaunt tlian anybody else 
could.’ — Ye will ken wha I mean, Swerthal Her that was 
down at tlitf haven tfiis morning.” Thus he concluded, address- 
ing himself with a mysterious look to the houseket'per, which 
she answered with a nod and a wink. 
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Him mean yon 1” said Mertoim; “speak out Hhort ami 
open — whom do you speak of?” i , 

“It is Noma the Fitfiil Head,” said Swertha, “ that the 
Ranzelman is thinking about; for she has gone up to Samt 
Eiugan's Kirk thi^ morning on business of her own.” 

“And what can tliis person know of iny8gn?”8aid ]\Tci 
toim ; “ she is, I^lieve, a wandering madwoman, or impostor ” 
“ If she wanders,” said Swertha, “ it is for nae lack of means 
at haine, and that is weel known —plenty df a’ thing lias hhe 
of her am, iorby that the Fowd hunsell woidd let want 
naethmg ” ^ 

“ But vWiat is that to my son?” said Mertoun, iinpa^ently. 

“ I dinna ken — she took nnco pleasure in MaisTer Mordauut 
from the time she first sawliim, and i®ony a ^iraw tiling she 
gaveiliim at ae time or another, forby tlfe gowd cliam that 
liangs about his bonny craig — folk say it is of fairy gold — I 
keiina what gold it is, but Bryce Suailsfoot that the Yulue 
will amount to an hundred punds Ijiiglish, and tlfut is nae (l(*at 
nu|«,” ^ • 

‘‘Go, Ronaldson,” said Mertoun, else send some Sue to 
s(Mk this woman rflit — if you think there bo a chan(;e of her 
4(novvmg anything ot my son.” • 

“She kens a’ thing <hat happens in thae islands,” said Niel 
Koiialdson, “ mu<ikle sooner than other folk, and th?4 in 
H eaven^s truth But as to going to the kirk, or tluj kirjcyard, 
to Speer after her, there is not a man in Zetland will do it, for# 
meed or for money— and that’s He^iven's truth as v\ el iw the 
other.” • * 

“ Cowardly, superstitious fbols 1” said Mertoim, — “ But gi\t‘ 
me my cloak, Swjjrtha. — This woman has been* at Burgh 
Wostra — she is related to Troils family — she, may know some- 
thing of Mordaunt’s absence and its dhuse — I will seek her 
myself — She is at the Cross Kirk, you say ?” 

“ No, not at the Cross Kirk, but at the auh^ Ku*k of Saint 
Ringan^s — it's a dowie bit, and far frae being canny , and if 
your honour,” added Swertha, “ wad walk by my rule, I wad 
wait until she came back, and no trouble her when she may l>e 
mair busied wi* the dead, for onything that we* ken, than she 
is wi' the living. The like of her carena^ to have* other folk’s 
een on them when tliey are, gude sain as ! domg their am 
particular turns.” • 
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Mertoun made no answer, but throwing his cloak loosely 
around him (for th/a day was misty, with passing showers), 
and leaving the decayed mansion of Yarlshpf, he walked at a 
pace much faster than was usual with him, taking the direction 
of^ the ruinous church, which stood, as he .well knew, within 
three or four miles of his dwelling. 

The Ihinzelman and Swertha stooti gazirtg after him in 
silence, until he was fairly out of ear-shot, when, looking seri- 
ously on each other, and shaking their sagacious heads in the 
same boj^ing degree of vibration, they uttered their remarks in 
the same breath. ^ ' 

‘‘ Foots are aye fleet and fain,” said Swertha. 

“ Fey folk run fast,” added the . Itiinzelman , “ and the thing 
that we are born to, cannot win by — I have known tlioni 
tliat tried to stop fojk that were fey. You have heard of yelen 
Emberson of Oarnsey, how she stopped all the boles and 
windows about t)ie houhe, that her gudeman might not seti 
daylight, and nso to the ITaaf-tishiiig, because she feared foul 
weatlier, and how the boat he should have sailed m was Jost 
in thb Roost , and how i.he came back, rejoicing m her gude- 
man’s safety — but ne’er may care, for there she found him 
drowned in his own rnasking-fat, within the wa’s of his ain‘ 
biggin; and moreover” 

J}ut heie Swertlia reminded the RanzelmaOr^that he must go 
down jbo ^he haven to get off the fishing-boats , “ For both that 
(my heart is sair for the bonny lad, and that I am fear’d he enst 
11 )) of his ain accord before you are at 8e.a , and as I have often 
toM ye, iny master may lead, but ho winna drive , and if ye 
do not his bidding, and got out to sea, the never a bodle of boat- 
hire wm 11 yo see.” 

Weel, weel, good dame,” said the Ramselman, “ we will 
launch as fast as we edn , and by good luck, neither Clawson’s 
boat nor Peter Grot’s is out to the this* morning, for 

a rabbit ran acioss tlie path as they were going on board, and 
they came back like wise men, kenning they wad be called 
4.0 other wark this day. And a marvel it is to think, Swertha, 
how few real judicious men are left in this land. There is our 
great Udaller *iB weel eneugh when he is fresh, but he makes 
ower mouy voyages In his ship and his yawl to be lang sae ; 
and now, they say, hk daughter, Mistress Minna, is iwur out of 
sorts. — Then there k Noma kens muckle mair than other folk, 
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but wifee womau ye cannot call her. Our tacksman here, 
Maister Mertoun, his wit is sprung in the ^bowsprit, I doubt — 
his son is a daft ^owk ; and I ken few of consequence here- 
abouts — excepting always myself, and may be you, Swertlia — 
but what may, in some sense or other, be called fules.^' 

“That may be, Niel Ronaldson,” said the dame; “but^if 
you do not hasten the faster to th% shore, you will lose tide , 
and, as I said to my master some short time syne, wha will 1 h^ 
the fiile then 


CHAPTER TWENTY- FIFTH. , 

• 

I do lovo tliese ancient nans — • 

We never tread upon them but we eet® 

» Our foot upon some reverend history ; 

And, quesUouless, nere, in this open court 
(Which uow lies naked to the injuries • 

Of stormy weather), some men ho interr’d, 

Loved tlyj Church so well, and gave largely to it. 

They thought it ahonld have canopied thoir bones 
Tir doomliday , — ^>jut all tUmga have their end — 

Churches and cities, whuh have diseases like to men, 

Must have liko^dcatli which we liave. • 

OroHBss oif Malfy. 

The ruinous church of y<iint Niman had, in its timg, enjfiycd 
great celebrity ; for that mighty syst/iun of Roman «i por^tition, 
which spread its roots over all Europe, had not failed to exteinf 
them even to thw remote archii>eltigo, and Zetland hail, in tfie 
Catholic times, her samts, her shrines, and hei relics, which, 
though little kn3wn elsewhere, attracteil the homagp, and emn- 
manded the observance, of the simple inhabitants of Thuh* 
Their devotion to this cliurch of Sain^: Ninian, or, as lie 
provincially termejl, Samt Rmgan, situateil, as tlio ediiice wiis, 
close to the sea-bcaeh, and serving, in many as a laml- 

mark to their boats, was particularly obstinate, abd was con- 
ueoted with so much superstitious ceremonial and credulity, that 
the reformed clergy thought it best, by an order of the Cliureh 
Courts, to prohibit all spiritual service ^within itt^ walls, as tend- 
iiig to foster the rooted faith of the simple ainl, rude people 
arotind in saint- worship, and other erroneous doetriues of the 
Romish Church 
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Aft«r the church of Saint Ninian had been thus deilrounced 
aa a seat of idolatry, and desecrated of course, the public wor- 
ship was transferred to another church ; and the roof, with its 
lead and its raftersy having been stnpped from the little rude 
old Gothic budding, it was left in the wilderness to the mercy 
of the elements. The fury of the uncontrolled winds, which 
howled along an exposed space, resembling that which w'e have 
described at Yarlshof, very soon choked up nave and aisle, and, 
on the north-west *mde, which was chiefly exposed to the wind, 
hid the outside, walls more than half-way up with the mounds 
of drifted sand, over which the gable-ends of the building, with 
the littl^ belfry ^hich was built above its eastern angle, arose 
in ragged and shattered nakedness jof ruin. 

Yet, deserted ns it was, the Kirk* of Saint Ringan still retained 
some s*emblance of tlie ancient homage formerly rendered there. 
The rude and ignorant fishermen of Dunrassness observed a 
practice, of which they themselves had well nigh forgotten the 
oiigln, and fr^^m winch the Protestaut clergy in vain endeavoured 
to deter them. Wl^m their boats were in extreme peril, it p'as 
coiniKjn amongst them ,^o propose to vow an awwious, as tliey 
termed it, that is, an abns, to Saint Ringan ; and when the 
danger was over, they never failed to absolve themselves of theii^ 
vow, by coming singly and secretly to whe old church, and put- 
ting off thoir shoes and stockings at the entrai\ce of the church- 
yau\, wa^ked thrice around the nuns, observing that they did so 
in the course of the sun. When the circuit was accomplished 
'Vor the third time, the votaiy dropped his offering, usually a 
small silver com, through the mnllions of a laaceolatod wmdow, 
which opened into a side aisle, and then retired, avoiding care- 
fully to look i>ehiiid him till he >vas beyond the precincts which 
had once been hallowed ground ; for it was believed that the 
skeleton of the saint received the offenng in his bony hand, and 
showed his ghastly death^s head at the windpw m which it was 
thrown, ^ 

Indeeil, the scene was rendered more appalling to weak and 
Ignorant mindc, because the same stormy and eddying winds, 
M^iich, on the one side of the church threatened to bury the 
nuns with sand, and bad,^in fact, heaped it up in huge quantities, 
BO as almost Jbo hide the side-waJi with its buttresses, seemed in 
other idacos bent on uncovering the graves of those who had 
been laid to their long rest on the south-eastern quarter ; and 
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after aif unusual hard gale, the coffins, and sometimes the verj^ 
corpses, of those who had been interred without the usujd cere- 
ments, were discovered, in a ghastly manner, to the eyes of the 
i*vmg. 

It was to this desolated place of worship that the elder 
Mertoim now proceeded, though without any of those 
or superstitious purposes with whiclx the ehiuch ot Saint 
was usually approached. He was totally without the sujHjrsti- 
tious fears of the country— nay, from the seqivBstercd and sidleu 
manner in which ho lived, withdnkwiiig himself froin^ human 
so(’iety, even when assembled for worshipy^it was the 'general 
opinion that he erred on the more fatal side, ahd believed rather 
too little than too much of tj,ial? which the Church ’•ecoivcs and 
enjoirib to Christians 

A^he entered the little bay, on the sfi'or^ and^almost on the 
beach of which the rums arc situated, he could not help pausing 
for an institot, and liecoining sensible that the scene, as calcu- 
lated to optTatc oil human feelmgs, had been ff^lected witlj inuc^h 
judgment as the site of a religioJis house — ^lu front lay tlie sea, 
into which two headlands, which formed the extremities e^ the 
bay, pi ejected t hour gigantic causeways of dark luid sable rocks, 
4)11 the ledges of which the gulls, scounes, and other sea-fowl, 
appeared like flakes of buow , while, ujx)!! fhe lower ranges of 
the cliffs stood wjiole lines of cormorants, drawn up ahviigside of 
each other, like soldiers in their Imttle hi ray, and c)ti ,)r hvmg 
thing was there none to see. The sea, altliough not m a tciii- 
pestuous state, was disturbed enough to rush on these capes 
with a sound like'cfistant thunder, and the billpws, which rose 
in sheets of foam half-way up these sable rocks, formed a con- 
trast of colouring" equaUy striking and awful. 

Betwixt the extreimties or capes of these projecting hfiadlnrids 
there rolled, on the day when Mertoun visited the scene, a dpep 
and dense aggregation of clouds, through which no human eye 
could penetrate, and which, bounding the vision^ and excluding 
all view of the istant ocean, rendered it no unapt re()resentation 
of the sea m the Vision of Mirza, whoso extent was concealed 
by vapours, and clouds, and storms. The ground, rising steeply 
from the sea-beach, permitting no view into the pitenor of the 
country, appeared a scene of metrievaHe barreqaess, where 
scrubby and stunted heath, intermixed with the long bent or 
coarse grass, which first covers sandy soils, were tlie only vege 
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tables that could be seen. Upon a natural elevation, whion 
rose above the bea/;l^ in the very bottom of the bay, and receded 
a little'’ from the sea, so as to be without reach of the waves, 
arose the half-buned ruiu which we have alfeady described, sur- 
rounded by a wasted, half-ruinous, and mouldering wall, which, 
bi’eached in several places, served still to divide the precincts of 
the cemetery ‘ The mariners who were driven by accident into 
this solitary bay pretended that the church was occasionally 
observed to be full of lights, and, from that circumstance, were 
used to prophecy shipwreck! and deaths by sea. 

As Mectoun approached near to the chapel he adopted, in- 
sensibly and perhaps without much premeditation, measures to 
avoid being, himself seen, until he pame close under the walls of 
the Imnal-ground, ^^hlch he appn)ached, as it chanced, on that 
side where thd sandvwSs blowing fnuu the graves, m the iijiuner 
we have described , 

Here, lookmg through one of tile gaps in the wall, which 
had mafle, Ife beheld the person whom he sought occufued 
ui a manner which assorted well with tlie ideas popularly enter- 
tainc J of her character, but which was other'^ise suflicientl/ ex- 
traordinary. ^ 

She was employed besnle a nide monument, on one side oi 
which was represented the rougli outliiK? of a cavalier or knight 
on horseback, while on the other appeared a shield, iftth the 
anflorial, bearings so d(5faced as not to be intelligible ; which 
escutcheon was sus})ended by one angle, contrary to the modern 
* custom, which usually places them straight and upright. At 
the foot of this pillar were believed to rep6so, as Mertoun had 
formerly heard, the l)ones ot Kilwlt Troil, ono of the remote 
ancestors Qf Magnus, and a man renowmed for'* deeds of valorous 
ornprise in the fifteenth centuiy. From' the grave of this 
warrior Noma of the .Fitful Head seemed busied in shovelling 
the sand, an easy task where it was so light^and Jooee ; so that 
it seemed plaiij that she would shortly comijlete what the rude 
winds had 'begun, and make bare the bones which lay there 
interred. As* she laboured, she muttered her magic song ; for 
without the Runic rhyme no form of northern superstition was 
*^ever performed. We have, perhaps, preserved too many examples 
of these mcantatious; but we cannot help attempting to trans- 
late that which foUowa ; — 
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“ Champl^ famed for warlike toil, 
Art t^u ailent, Ribolt Troil I 
Sand, and duet, and pebbly stones, 
\xe leaving bare thy giant bones. 
Who dared touch the wild-bear's 
skin 

Ye slumber’d on whil^ life was m ? 
A woman now, or babe, may come 
-And cost the covering from thy 
tomb 

'‘Yet be not wrathful, Chief, nor 
blight 

Mine eyes or ears with sound or 
sight I * 

1 come not, with unhallow’d tread, 
To wake the Hlumbens of the deal!. 
Or l.tt' thy giant relics bore , 

But what I seek thou well caiist 
spare • 

Be It to my«hand allow’d 
To shear a mark's weight from thy 
shroud, 

Ytf leave thee sheetgd leofl enough 
To shield thy bones from weather 
rough. • 

i 

” See, I draw my magic knife - 
Never while thou wert in Iffo 


Laid’st thou still for th or fear, 
When pomt and edge w’ere glitter* 
mg near ji , 

See, the cerements now T sever — 
Waken no-w^ or sleep for ever 1 
Thou wilt not wakb ? the deetl is 
done 1 — ^ 

Th^ pi ize I soughUis fairly won 

“‘Thanks, Ribolt, thanks — toi this 
tlie sea 

SlaalJ smooth *its ruliled crest for 
the e— ~ ^ 

And while ^i4ar its billows foam, 
yubside to peaft near Hibolt’s tomb 
• Thanks, Kibolt,' thaj^s-*foi tins 
the might 

Of wild ^^n^h niging at their height, 
When to thjfplsce^of slumber nigli, 
Shall soften to a lullabj 

“ She, the dame of doubt and dread, 
Nonia of the FitfnWHoad, * 
M-igbty 111 h«r own despite — 
Miserable in her might , ^ 

In despair and frenzy great, 

In her greatness desolate , 

Wisest, wiclyiflest who lives, 

Well tan keep the word she gives ' ” 


While Noma cliaiited the firbt part of this rhyme, she (jom 
plcted the task of luymg bare a part of the leaden cofffn ef rln-, 
ancient wamor, mid severed from it, with much cnfition umU 
apparent awe, a portion of the metal She then 
threw back the sand upon the coiiin , ami by the timo c»hc Imd 
finished her son^, no trace reniaineti that the seciots ol the 
sepulchre had been violated. 

Mertoun remamed gazing on her fr^^m behind the clnirdi- 
yard wall during the whole ceremony, not fiom any impnysaiou 
of veneration for fier or her employment, but be<jausf> lie con 
oeived that to interrupt a madwoman m her S(it "vj! madncjss, 
was not the best way to obtain from her such ^intelligence ab 
she might have to impart* Meanwhile he had full tune to 
consider her figure, alUiough her fa<,e was ol^cured by her 
dishevelled hair, and by the Good of lie# dark mantle, which 
permitted no more to be visible than a Druidess woidd pro- 
bably have exhibited at the celebration of her mystical rites. 
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Mertoun had often heard of Noma before ; nay, it' b moKl 
probable that he might have seen her repeatedly, for she had 
been in the vicinity of yarlshof more than once since his re- 
sidence there But the absurd stories whicTi were m circulation 
respecting her, prevented his paying any attention to a person 
whom he regaided as either an impostor or a madwoman, or 
a compound of both. Y%t, now that his attention was, bj 
(nrcurnstances, involuntarily fixed upon her person and deport- 
nioiit, he could not help acknowledging to himself that she wa« 
eitlicr a com])lete enthusiast' or rehearsed her part so admirably, 
that nd* Pytliouess ancient time could have excelled her. The 
dignity, and soleihnity of her gesture, — the sonorOns, yet im- 
presflive to’^e of voice with which she addressed the departed 
spirit whose mortal relics she ventured to disturb, were such as 
failed not to make ah impression upon him, careless and indif- 
ferent as he generally appeared to all that went on around him. 
But no sooner was her smgular occuimtion tenni^ated, than, 
ent^fniig the chiftrcliyard with some difficulty, by clambering 
over the disjointed rums of the wall, he made Norna awtye of 
his pre.sonce Far from starting, or expressing the least surprise 
at his appearance in a place so solitary, shersaid, in a tone that 
seemed to intimate that he ha^l been expected, “ So — you hav^ 
sought me at last ' 

“ And found you,” replied Mertoun, jiidgi|ig he wohld best 
introduce the inquiries he had to make, by assuming a tone 
which corresponded to her own. 

Yes she replied, “found me you have, and in the place 
whore all men must meet — amid the tuberrfacles of the dead.” 

“ Here we must, indeed, meet at last,” replied Mertoun, 
glancing his eyes on the desolate scene aroiind, where heiid- 
stoucs, half-covered Avutli sand, and others, from which the same 
wiyd had Rtrip|.»c(l the- soil on which they rested, covered with 
inscriptions, and sculptured with emblems of mortality, were 
the most conspicuous objects, — “ here, as in the house of death, 
all men must meet at length ; and happy those that come 
soonest to the quiet haven/' 

‘^He that dares desire this haven,” said Noma, “ must have 
steered a steady course in the voyage of life. I dare not hope 
for such quiet harbour. Darest tfwu expect itf or has the 
<\>urse thou bast kept deserved it 9” 

“ It matters not to my present purpose,” replied Mertoun ; 
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I have* to ask you what tidings you know of my son Mordaunt 
Mertoun 1” , 

“A father,*’ replied the sibyl, “asks of a stranger what 
tidings she hoe of his son I How should I know aught of him 1 
the cormorant says not to the mallard, Where is my brood?" 

“ Lay aside this useless affectation of mystery," B§id Mertoiurf 
“with the vulgar and ignorant it haS its effect, but upon me it 
IS thrown away. Tlie people of Yarlshof have told me that you 
do know, or may know, something of Mordaunt Mertoun, who 
has not returned home from the festival of Saint Johnjp, held 
in the house of your relative, Magnus Trhii. Give me sucli 
information, *if indeed ye have it to give and it shall betfecom 
pensed, if the means of recompense are in my powers 

“ wide round of earth, ^ replied N^nia, “ holds nothing 
that would call a recompense for the sli^ test* word that 1 
throw away upon a living eaii But for thy son, if thou wouldht 
see him in l3e, repair to the approaching Fair of KurkwalL in 
• Orkney." * • 

“fGid wherefore thither?" said Mertoun^ “I know he had 
uo purpose in that direction." • • 

. “ We drive on th^Tstream of fate,” answered Noma, “ without 
6^ or rudder. You had no purpose this pjorning of visiting 
the Kirk of Saint Rm^an, yet you are here; — you had no 
purpose but a minute hence of being at Kirkwall, and yet you 
will go thither.” • 

“ Not unless the cause is more distinctly explained to me ^ 
1 am no believer, dape, in those who assert your mi])' ^uatuial 
powers." * • 

“ You shall bclpve in them ere we piirt," said Noma “ As 
yet you know but little of me, nor shall you know nwre But 
I know enough of you, and could convince you with one word 
that I do so.” • 

“ Convince me, then," said Mertoun ; “for unless I am mp 
convinced, there is little chance of my following pour cfiunsel" 

“ Mark, then," said Noma, “ what I have to say on your 
son’s score, else what I shall say to you on ybur own wiU 
banish every other thought from your memory. You shall go to 
the approaching Fair at Kirkwall , and,. on the fifth day of the 
Fair, you shaD walk, at the hour of noon, ♦in the outer aisle of 
the Cathedral of Saint Magnus, and there you sliall meet a 
person who will give you tidings of your sun.” ^ 



286 


WAVEELEY NOVELS. 


“ You must speak more distinctly, dame," returned Mer- 
toun, i^comfully, “ you hope that I shall follow your counseL 
I have been fooled in my time by women, hut never so grossly 
lis you scern willing to gull me." 

“ Hearken then !" said the old woman. “ The word which 
1 speak HhalJ touch the nearest secret of tliy life, and thrill 
thee tliroiigh nerve and bone." 

So saying/ she whispered a word into Mertoun's ear, the 
of which seemed a^ost magical. He remained fixed 
and mptiorilcsR with surpnse, as, waving her arm slowly aloft, 
with an air of suTK.fiority and triumph, Noma glid^ from him, 
tunied.j*oinid a comer of the ruins, and was soon out of sight. 

IMertoun offered not to folfow, or to trace her. ** We fly 
I tom our fate m vain/’ ho said, as he k'gan to recover himself , 
and turning, lie left behind him the desolate ruins wit;i their 
cemetery As ho looked back fmm the very last jKunt at 
wlaeh the church wjia visible, be saw the figure of Noma, 
ynrftied iii !ior 'mantle, standing on the very summit of the 
ruined tower, and stretching out to the sea-breeze something 
\Nhi( ii resiunblcd a whit^ liennon, or flag. A feeling of horror, 
sinnhu to that excited by her last words, oj^ain thrilled through 
ins bosom, and l^o hastened onwards with unwonted speeu, 
until lie luul left the church of Samf' Ninmn, with its Imy of 
suml, far litdiind him 

iM)Oi'i hih arnv«d at Yarlshof, the alteration in his counte- 
nance was so grrat, that Swertlia coiyetdured lie was alsmt to 
fall into one of those fits of deep melancholy which she termed 
hiK dark hour ® 

“ And what better could be expected," tliought Swertha, 
when h(f must needs go visit Noma of the Fitful Head, when 
hhc was in the haunted Kirk of Saint Ringan’sl" 

Jhit without testify^iiig any other symptoms of an fidienatcd 
nuiul, than that of deep and sullen de^ectioA, her master 
accpiaiuted^her with his intention to go to the Fair of Kirk- 
wall, — a thing so wiatraiy to hia usual habits, that the house 
^eo|KT well-nigh refused to credit her ears. Shortly after, he 
heard, with apparent indifference, the aocounte returned by the 
dilFcrent persons who had been sent out in quest of Mordaunt, 
by sea and ^and, wh?> all of them returned without way tidings, 
llie equanimity with whicii Mertoun heard the report of their 
bad^ success, convinced Swertha still more firmly that in his 
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interview with Nomn, that issne had been predicteti to him by 
the mbjl whom he had consulted, i ^ 

The township weje yet more surprised, when their tacksman, 
Mr. Mertoun, as if on some sudden resolirtion, made prepara- 
tions to visit Kirkwall during the Fair, although he hajj^ 
hitherto avoided sedulously all such places of 4 )ublio resort. 
Swertha puzzled herself a good deal, without being able to 
penetrate this mystery , and vexed herself still more concern- 
ing the fate of her young master. ^ But her Concern was much 
softencHl by the deimit of a sum of money, seeming, 
ra<^erat8 in itself, a treasure in her eyes, her master pul 

into her hands, acvpuiinting hor^ at the same time, thaWhe had 
taken hia passage f(u Kirkwall, in a small Iwirk UWouging to 
tlie proprietor oi the island of Mousa. ^ 


CHAPTER TWENTY-SIKTH. 

NttkO huiger wept, — her teara wcie a* spent, — 

Despair it waa conu*, and ahe tbougiit it coutent ; 

She thought it coutuut, but her cheek it grew pale, 

And she droop'd, tike a lily bnike down by the hail * 

^ Continuation of Aulu CiiAi 

• 

Thk eouditioii of Minna much resombled that of t}ff‘ village 
lifioine in Lady Aim Lindsay's beautiful balLwi. IL ^ natural* 
finrinesH of ini/id [gf vented Iier from binking under the pressure 
of the horrible secret, which liauntetl her while awake, and was 
yet more tormeiftiug dunng her broken and liurricd «1 umbers 
There is no gnef so dreadful as that which we dare ifot coninui- 
uiciite, and in which we can neither fisk nor disiro sympathy , 
and when to this is added the bunlen oi a guilty mystery to an 
iu/.ocent bosom, th^re is little wonder that Minna's health should 
have sutnk under the burden. • • 

To the friends around, her habits and maiipers, nay, lier 
temper, seemed altered to such an extraordinary degree, that 
it IS no wonder that some should have ascrilied the change to 

« 

* It U worth while Myiax, that this motto, and UiflSaiicriptJon the beautiful 
ballad from Which it £a taken to the Right Hononrahle fjady Ann Llndaay, occa- 
sionAd the lug^niotu authorana’a ackoowledjcment of the balhid, Of whioh the Editor, 
on hi'r permiasion, i«ibH»hed ft ftiriall iDiuivanou, in»erU>e<l to U*« jDannat) ue^Cluh. 
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Witchcraft, and some to incipient madness She became unable 
to bea;r the ftolitiid/? m which she formerly delighted to spend 
her time ; yet when she hurried into society, it was without 
either joining in, or attending to, what jiassed. Generally she 
aj^jicared wrapped in sad, and even sullen abstraction, until 
her attentioiv,was suddenly roused by some casual mention of 
the name of Cleveland, or of Mordaunt Mertoiin, at which she 
started with the horror of one who sees the lighted match 
a})plied to a charged mine, expects to be instantly involved 
in the, effects .of the explosion. And when she observed that 
the discovery w^s hot yet made, it was so far from being a 
consolation, that she dmost wished the worst was known, 
ratlior than endure the continued agonies of suspense 

IJcr conduct towards her sister was so vanablo, yet uni- 
formly so painful lO the kind-hearted Brenda, that it ^bemed 
to all around one of the strongest features of her malady. 
.Snrnctimes Miniiji was impelled to seek her sister’s comjjany, as 
if by the ccasciousneas that they were common sufferers by a 
inisfortuTie of which she herself alone could grasp the extent , 
and then suddenly the ifeeling of the uijury which Brenda had 
received through the supposed agency of 'Cleveland, made her 
unable to bear her presence, and still less to endure the cous<t 
lation which her sister, mistaking the nature of her malady, 
vainly endeavoured to administer. Frequently, also, did it 
hapficn, that, while Brenda was imploring her sister to take 
comfort, she incautiously touched upon some subject which 
thrilled to tlie very centre of her soul , so that, unable to con- 
ctial her agony, Mmna would rush hastily from the apart- 
ment. All these different moods, though they too much 
resemblcdj to one who knew not their re«d source, the caprices 
of unkind estrangement, Brenda endured with such prevailing 
and unruffled gentienesa of disposition, that Minna was fre- 
quently moved to slied floods of tears upon her neck ; and, 
perhaps, the moments in which she did so, though iinbittered 
by the recoDectioii that her fatal secret concerned the destruc- 
tion of Brerida’s happiness as well as her own, were still, 
softened as they were by sisterly affection, the most endurable 
moments of this most miserably period of her life. 

The effects of th^' i|tamations of moping melancholy, fearfiil 
agitation, and bursts of nervous feeling, were soon viable on 
the poor young woman’s face and persoiL She became pale 
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and emaciated ; her eye lost the steady quiet look of happiness 
and innocence, and was alternately dun and wild, as she wa^ 
acted upon by a general feehng of her om distressful condi- 
tion, or by some (pucker and more poignant sense of agony. 
Her very features seemed to change, and become sharp and 
eager, and her voi<i, whiob, in its ordinary tone^ was low affl 
pk^d, now sometimes sunk in induitmct muttorings, and some- 
times was raised beyond the natural key, m hasty and abrupt 
exclamations. When in company with others, she was sullenly 
silent, and when she veutured mtoT solitude, wi^ oliserved (for 
it was now thought veiy proper to watch her on such oc^ious) 
to sjieak much to herself, ' 

The pharmacy of the isl|n<i8 was in vain resarteu to by 
Minna’s anxious father. SiqjBs of both sexes, who knew the 
virtu|^ of every herb which drinks the*daw, atid augmeiitcil 
these virtues by words of might, used while they prc}.iared and 
applied the medicines, were attended with no benefit, and 
Magnus, in the utmost anxiety, was at last^iiidqoed to Bav<* 
recourse to the advice of his kinswoman, {^orua of the Fitful 
Heal, although, o^iiig to circumstances, noticed in the oeursc 
of the story, there mm at this tune some estrangeuiont between 
1/bom. His first application was in vam — I^orua was then 
at her usual place of jusidence, ujKm the *seii-coa8t, near the 
headland from which she usually took her designation ; but, 
although Eric Scombestor liimsdf brought the messjige^ ^hc 
refused ixisitivcly to see him or return any answer. 

Magnus was angry at the slight put u|K)n his messci '^cr and * 
message, but Jus aifxiety on Minna’s account, as well as the 
respect which he had for Noma’s real uiisfortunes and imjjutod 
wiiiom and po\i^r, prevented him from indulgii^, on the 
present occasion, his* usual irritability of disposition. On the 
contrary, he detennmed to make an agplicatidu to his kins- 
woman in his ^ own person. He kept hw purpose, however, to 
himself, and only ficsired his daughters to be readiness to 
attend him upon a visit to a relation whom he haH not seen 
for some tune, and directed them, at the same time, to carry 
some provisions along with them, as the journey was distant, 
and they might perliaps find their fnend unprovided. 

Unaccustomed to ask expkmCtions of h^ pleasure, and hop- 
mg that exercise and the amusement of such an excursiou 
might be of service to her sister, Brenda, upon whom all house- 

VOL. xiii u * 
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hold and family charges now devolved, caused the utjcessary 
fireparations to be for the expedition , and on the next 

morning, they were engaged in tracing the long and tedious 
course of beach and of moorland, which, only varied by occa- 
sional patches of oats and barley, where a little ground had 
bil'en s(‘lected for cultivation, divided Burgli Westra from the 
north-westeni extremity (Vf the Mamland (as the pnncipal 
island IS called), which terminates in the cape call^ Fitful 
Head, as the south-western point ends m the cape of Sum- 
burgh 

On they went, tiiirough wild and over wold, the Udaller 
bestriding a strong, square-made, well-barrelled palfrey, of 
Norwegian ‘"breed, somewhat t&llcr, and yet as stout, as the 
f)idmary }>oiiies of the country^ while Minna and Brenda, 
lamed, amongst other accoinplLshinents, for their horsenu^iship, 
ro<lc two of those hardy animals, which, bred and reared with 
more pains than is usually liestowed, showed, both by the neat- 
nesA of tlieuf foiln and their activity, that the race, so much 
and so carelessly neglected, is callable of being improved into 
beauly without losing anything of its spirit or vigour. Ihey 
were attended by two servants on horseback, and two on foot, 
secure that the last circumstance would be no delay to tbei ' 
journey, because a great jmrt of the way was so rugged, or so 
marshy, that the horses could only move at a foot pafce , and 
that, whenever they met with any considerable tract of hard 
and even ground, they had only to borrow from the nearest 
herd of ponies the use of a couple for the accommodation of 
tlipse liedestnans ^ 

The journey was a melancholy one, and little conversation 
])}vs>t*d, eajeept when the UdalleJ, pressed by impatience and 
vevation, urged his fKiny to a quick pace, and again, recollect- 
ing Minna’s weak static of health, slackened to a walk, and re- 
iterated inquiries how she felt herself, and whether the fatigue 
was not too much for her. At noon the party halted, and 
partook of some refreshment, for which they had made ample 
[ provision, beside a pleasant spring, the pureness of whose 
^vaters, however, diil not suit the Udaller's palate, until quali- 
fied by a liberal addition of right Nantz. After he had a 
second, yea and a third time, filled a large silver travelling-cup, 
emlxissed with a German Onpid smoking a pipe, and a German 
Ra(‘clius emptying hLs fiask down the tly^»at of a bear, he l>egait 
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to beccftne more talkative than vexation had permitted him to 
be during the early part of their journey,^ and thus addreas^nl 
hia daughters , — 

** Well, children,* we are within a league or two of Norna’s 
dwelling, and we shall soon see how the old sjiell-mutteror wull 
receive ub *’ * ^ ^ 

Minna internipted her father with a faint exclamation, while 
Brenda, surprised to a great degree, exclaimed, Is it tlieii to 
Noma that we are to make this visit? — Heaven foibul 

“And wherefore should Heaved forbid sii^d the UdaJler, 
knitting his brows, “wherefore, I woiild^ gladly know* ehouhl 
Heaven fofhid me to visit my kuiswornan. whose skill^inay be 
of use to your sister, if any ^dhian in Zetland, or ^nsui either, 
can be of fw^rvice to her? — Yefu are a fool Brenda,— your sister 
has i|iore sense — Cheer up, Minna • — tlloitwerf ever wont to 
like her songs and stonoii, ^nd used to hang about licr neck, 
when littlcf Brenda cried and ran from lier like a St)aniHh 
inerdiaiitman from a Dutch rapei * *0 * 

“I wish she may not fnghten me as ngiich to clay, father,'’ 
repRed Brenda, deSirous of indulging 111 her taciturnity, 

and at the same 4une to amuse her father by sustaining 
Jibe conversation ; “ 1 have heard so much of Ikt dweJhng, 
that 1 am rather alaiiuod at the thought of going tliore un- 
invited.*' ^ 

“ Thou art a fool," said Magnus, “ to think that a nsit from 
her kinsfolks can ever come amiss to a kind, hearty, Mjaftland 
heart, like my cousin Norna's — Ajnl, now I tlunk on I will* 
l>e sworn that is the reason why she would not recc ve Eric 
S<iambester < — It is many a long day since 1 liave seen her 
chimney smoke, Hud I have never earned you th^her-- -Slie 
hath indeed some n^it to c<dl me unkind. But I will tc*l] licr 
the truth — and that is, that though sucji l>e tlie faslnon, I do 
not think it fair or honci^t to eat up the sul^stauce of lone 
w'omen-felks, as we* do that of our brotlit r Udders, when we 
roll about from house to house in the winter season, until we 
gather like a snowlmll, and eat up all wherever we come." 

*“ There is no fear of our putting Noma to any distress just 
now,” replied Brenda, “fur I have ampb provyoon of every 
thing that we can possibly neeH — ^fisli, and bacon^ and salted 

* A light armed vessel of the seveoteenlL century, adapted for privateer 
log, and much used hy the^^itch 
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mutton, and dried geese — more than we could eat in a week, 
besides enough of liquor for you, father ” 

“Right, right, my girl !*^ said the Udaller; “a well-found 
ship makes a merry voyage — so we shall only want the kind- 
ness of Noma’s roof, and a little bedding for you; for, as to 
myself, my sfja-cloak, and honest dry boards of Norway deal, 
suit me better than your Gider-gown cushions and mattresses 
So that Noma will have the pleasure of seemg us without hav- 
ing a stiver’s worih of trouble.” 

“ I wish she may think it a pleasure, sir/’ replied Brenda 
“ Why, what does the girl mean, in the name of the Martyr?” 
replied ^Magnus Vroil ; “ dost thou think my kinswoman is a 
heathen, wlio will not rejoice uo ^ee her own flesh and hlofxi ? 
— I would I were os sure of a good year’s fishing ’ — No, no ! T 
only fear we may«find her from home at present, for iihe is 
olten a wanderer, and all with thinking over much on what can 
never be helped ” » 

Minna sighed’ deeply as her father spoke, and the Udaller 
went on : — 

“Dost thou sigh at„that, my girl ? — why 'tis the fau?t of 
half the world — let it uev<ir be thme own, •Minna ” 

Another suppie^ssod sigh mtimat<*d that the caution caiiT‘ 
fiKi late. 

“ I b(*l]eve you are afraid of roy cousin as well as Brtnda is,” 
saiO tliQ Udaller, gazing on her pale couiiUniaiice , “ if so, 
speak tlie word, and we amII return back again as if we had the 
wind on our quarter, and were running fifteen knots by the line ” 
“Do, for Heaven’s sake, sister, let us retnni !” said Brenda, 
imploringly , “you know — you remember — you must be well 
aware that Norna can do nought to lielp you/’ 

“ It is but too true,” said Minnaj in a subdued voice ; “ but I 
know not — she may answer a question — a question that only 
the nuserablo may ask of the miserable." 

“ Nay, my kinswoman is no miser,” answered the* Udaller, 
who only heard the beginning of the word; “a good income 
she has, both* in Orkney and here, and many a fair lispund of 
•butter is jiaid to her. But the poor have the best share of ’it, 
and shame fi^i the Zetlander who begrudges them; the rest 
sfie spends, I wot noji how, in her journeys through the islands. 
But you will laugh to see her house, and Nick Strumpfer, whom 
she calls Pacolet — many folks think N^ is the devil : but be 
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is flesfi and blood, like any of u« — hie father lived in Qroanway* 
— I shall be glad to see Nick again.” • • 

While the Udaller thus ran on, Brenda, who, in recompense 
for a less portion of imagmation than her sister, was gifted 
with sound common sense, was debating with herself the 
bable effect of this visit on her sistea^s health. She came finally 
to the resolution of speaking with her father aside upon the 
first occasion which their journey should afford. To Um she 
determmed to communicate the *wholo particulars of their , 
nocturnal interview with Noma,— to whi^jh, aAong other agi- 
tating causes, she attributed the depression Minna’s spirits, 
— and then make hunself the judge whether he o\jghtf to per- 
sist in his visit to a person 8A.singular, and expose his daughter 
to all^ the shock which her nerves might possibly receive from 
the intervjei^ 

Just as she had arrived rft this iionclusion, her father, dashing 
the crumlis fixmi his laced waistcoat witk one hand, •and 
receiving with the other a fourth cup of brandj^ and water, 
dralk devoutly to •the success of their voyV^^i and ordered ail 
to be m readiness set forward. "Wlnlst they were saddling 
jfheir ponies, Brenda, with some difficulty, contrived to make 
lier father uiiderstaTul she wished to speak with him in private 
— no small surprise to the honest Udaller, who, though secret 
as the grave in tfie very few things where he considered seorocy 
as of iinportauce, was so far from practising mystery iff general, 
that his most imi>oriant affairs were often discussw by himt 
openly in pre^nce of his whole family, servants includnl 

But far greater was his astonishment, when, remaining pur- 
posely with his slaughter Brenda, a little in the wake, as he 
termed it, of the other riders, he hefird the whole ’account of 
Noma’s visit to Burgh Westra, and of the coiffiniinication with 
which she liad then astounded his daughters For a long 
time he could* uttet nothing but interjections, anri ended with 
a thousand curses on his kinswoman’s folly* in* telling his 
daughters such a history of horror. 

I have often heard,” said the UdaDer, ** that she was quite 
mi^ with all her wisdom, and all her knowledge of the seasons ; 
and, by the bones of-my namesake, the IV^rtyr, I begin now to 
bdieve it most assuredly I I know no more how to steer than 
if I had lost my comp^ Had I known tlus before we set out, 



294 


WVVERLEY NOVELS. 


I think I had remained at home ; but now that we have come 
BO far, and that Noma expects us” 

‘‘Expects ufl, father said Brenda, ‘how can that he 

“ Why, that I know not — ^but she that can tell how the wind 
is to blow, can tell which way we are designing to nde. She 
must not be provoked , — perhaps she has done my family this 
ill for the words I had with her about that lad Mordaunt Mer- 
toun, and if so, sne can undo it again ; — and so she shall, or I 
will know the causr wherefore. But I will try fair words 
first.” 

Finding ]t thus settled that they were to go forward, Brenda 
endeavoured next to Icam from her father whether Noma’s tale 
was founded :n re^^lily. He shook his head, groaned bifterly, 
and in a few words acknowledged that the whole, so far as 
concerned her intrigue with a stranger, and her father's death, 
of ^fhich she became the accidental and most mnocent cause, 
w’as a matter of sad and mdisputable truth. “For her in- 
fant,” he said, “he could never, by any mears leam \^hat 
became of it ” ^ 

“Her infant exclaimed Brenda, “she spoke not a word 
of her infant 

“ Then I wish my tongue had been blistered,” said the 
Ud..ller, “ when I told you of it ! — I see that, young and old, 
a man has no better chance of keeping a secret from you women, 
tlian an eel to keep himself in his hold when ho is sniggled 
with a loop of horse-hair — sooner or later the fisher teazes him 
out of his hole, when he has once the noose round his neck.” 

“ But the infant, my father,” said Brenda, still insistmg on 
the particulars of this extraordinary story, “what be^me 
of It?” 

“ Carried off, I fancy, by the blackguard Vaughan,” answered 
the TJdaller, with a gruff accent, which plainly betokened how 
weary he was of the subject. 

“By Vaughan?” said Brenda, “the lover of poor Noma, 
^doubtless > — what sort of man was he, father?” 

“ Why, much like other men, I fancy,” answered the Udaller , 
“I never saw him jn my life. — He kept company with the 
Scottish families at Kirkwall ; and I with the good old Norse 
folk — Ah * if Noma had dwelt always amongst her own kin, 
and not kept com]jauy with her Sottish acauaintance, she 
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\^oul<i have known nothing of Vaughan, and things might liave 
been otherwise — But then I should ha^ known nothing of 
your blessed mother, Brenda — and that,” he said, his large blue 
eyes shining with a tear, “ would have saved me a short joy 
and a long Borrow.^* . ^ 

** Noma could but ill have supplied my mether’s place to 
you, father, as a compamon and a friend — that is, judging from 
all 1 have heard,” said Brenda, with some hesitation. But 
Magnus, softened by recollections pf his beldved wife, answered 
her with more indulgence than she expected. • • 

“I woyld have been content,” he said, to have wedded 
Noma at that time. It woultl have been the soldering of an 
old quarrel — the healing of ilp old sore. All our bfood relations 
wisl^d it, and, situated as I was, especially j;ot having seen 
your blessed mother, I had little will to oppose their couribcls 
You must .not judge of Ifema or of me by such an aiipearance 
:is we now present to you — She was young a^d beautiful, ^nd 1 
gamesome as a Highland buck, and little caring Vbat haven 1 
lu^ie for, having,* as I thought, more thcCn one under my lee 
But Noma prefer^pd this man Vaughan, and, as I tofd you 
^before, it was, perhaps, the best kmdness she could have done 
* to me.” . f 

“Ah, poor kinswoman!” said Brenda. “But believe you, ^ 
father, in the lugh powers which she claims — in the myst^ious • 

vision of the dwarf — m the” • • 

She was mtemipted in these questions by Magnur, to whoe^ 
they were obviously displeasing. 

“ I believe, Brenda,” he said, “ according to the belief of my 
forefathers — I pretend not to be a wiser man than they were 
in their time, — and they all believed that, in cifees of great 
worldly distress, Providence opened the eyes *0f the mmd, and 
afford^ the sufferers a vision of futuAty. It was but a trim- 
ming of the *boat* with reverence,” — hero he touched his hat 
reverentially ; “ and after all the shiftmg of bsAlast, yxior Noma 
is as heavily loaded in the bows as ever was an Orkneyman’a 
yawl at the dog-fishing — she has more than affliction enougli 
on board to balance whatever gifts she may have had in the 
midst of her calamity. They»are as painful td her, poor soul, 
as a crown of thorns would to her brows, though it were the 
badge of the ^pire of Denmark. And do not you, Brenda, 
seek to be wiser than your fathers. Your sister Minna, Aiefore 
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fihe was BO ill, had as much reverence for whatever was pro- 
duced iA Norse, as if^t had been in the Pope's bull, which is all 
written in pure Latin,” 

‘‘Poor Noma I” repeated Brenda; ^*and her child — was it 
»)ever recovered?” 

“What do J. know of hp child?” said the Udaller, more 
gruffly than before, “ except that she was very ill, both before 
and after the birth, though we kept her as merry as we could 
with pipe and harp, and so forth ; — the child had come before 
its time into thii bustling world, so it is likely it has been long 
dead. — But you kijow nothing of all these matters, !^reuda ; so 
get along for a foolish girl, an^ ask no more questions a^ut 
what it does'not become you to inquire into.” 

So saying the TJdallejr gave his sturdy little palfrey the i^pur, 
and cantering forwa/d over rough and smooth, while the pony’s 
accuracy and firmness of step put allt^difflculties of the path at 
secure defiance,^ h^ placed himself soon by the side of the 
melancholy Minna, and permitted her sister to have no farther 
share in his conversution than as it was addressed to th^m 
jointly, She could but comfort herself with the hope, that, as 
Minna's disease appeared to have its seat m the imagination, ^ 
the remedies recommended by Noma might have some chance 
cjf bemg effectual, since, in all probability, they would Jbe ad- 
dressed to the same faculty. 

Tlieir T'ay had hitherto held chiefly over moss and moor, 
varied occasionally by the necessity of making a circuit around 
the heads of those long lagoons, called voea, ,^hich nm up into 
and indent the country in such a manner, that' though the 
Mamland of Zetland may be thirty miles or more m length, 
there is, perhaps, no part of it which is more than three miles 
distant ffom the salt water. But they had now approached 
the north-western extreniity of the isle, and travelled along the 
top of an immense ridge of rooks, which had for a^es withstood 
the rage of the Northern Ocean, and of all the winds by which 
it is buffeted. 

•At length exclaimed Magnus to his daughters, “There is 
Noma’s dwelling ! — Look up, Minna, my love ; for if this does 
not make you laugh, nothing will — Saw you ever anything 
but an osprej'^that woiUd have made such a nest for herself as 
that IS ? — By my namesake’s bones, there is not the like of it 
that living thing ever d^elt in (having no wings and the use 
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of reason), unless it chanced to be the Frawa Stack off Papa, 
where the Bongos daughter of Norway was shut up to kegp her 
from her lovers — and all to little purpose, if the tale be true,^ 
for, maidens, 1 would have you to wot that it is hard to keep 
dax from the lowe.”i 

* The Frawa Stacks or Maiden Bock, an inaccessible cli^, divided by a 
narrow gulf from the island of Papa, has on the summit some ruins, con- 
oeming which there is a legend aimilar to that of Danak 

t Lowe^ flame , • 


CHAPTER TWENTY- SEVENTH. 

• * • 

Thnce from the cavern s darksome womb 
Her groaning w)ice arose . 

• And come, my daughter, fearless come, 

And fearless tell tliy woes ! * 

Mrikle 

t 

The dwelling of Noma, though none Imt a native of ZetlSud, 
fajiiliar, durmg his wWe life, with every variety of rock- 
swnery, could have seen anything ludicrous, m this situation, 
was not vnaptly compareiT by Magnus Troil to the eyry of the 
osprey or seareagle^ It was veiy small, and had been fabricated 
out of one of those dens which are called Burghs and Plots- 
houses m Zetland, and Duns on the mainland of Scotia d and 
the Hebndes, and wjpch seemed to bo the first effort at archi- 
tecture — the connecting link betwixt a fox^s hole m a cairn of 
loose stones, and ^ attempt to construct a human habitation 
out of the same mateiials, without the use of hme or«ceuient of 
any kmd, — without any timber, so far as caiP be seen from 
their remains, — without any knowledge 6f the arch or of the 
stair. Such a& they are, however, the munerous remains of 
these dwellings, for there is one found on every headland, islet, 
or point of vantage, which could afford the mhabitants addi- 
tion means of d^ence, tend to prove that the reniote people by 
whom these Burghs were constructed, were a numerous race, and 
that the islands had then a much greater population, than, from 
other ciroumstancea, we might have been l8d to anticipate. 

The Burgh of which we at present speak had been altered 
and repaired at a later period, probably by some petty defi(pot, 
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or sea-rover, who, tempted by the security of the situation, 
whicK occupied tl^ whole of a projecting point of rock, and 
was divided from the mamland by a reijt or chasm of some 
depth, had built some additions to it in the rudest style of 
Gothic defensive architecture, — had plastered the inside with 
lime and cUy, and broken out wmdows for the admission of 
liglit and air ; and finally, by roofing it over, and dividmg it 
into storeys by means of beams of wreck-wood, had converted 
the whole into ‘ a tower,, resemblmg a pyramidical dovecot, 
formed by a •double wall, still containing within its thickness 
that set of circuVir galleries, or concentric rings, wlpch is proper 
to all^^dic forts of this pnmitjve construction, and which seem 
to have (‘dhstituted the only shelwjr which they were onginally 
qualified to afford to^their shivering inhabitants.* . 

Tins singular habitation, built out of the loose stones which 
lay scatteied around, and exposed for ages to the vicissitudes of 
tlie elements, as grey, weatherbeaten, and wasted, as the 
rocui on which it was founded, and from which it could not 
easily be distinguished, so completely did ifc resemble in ciidour, 
aml'so little did it differ m regularity of shape from, a pinnacle 
or fragment of the cliff. ' ^ 

Minna’s habitual mdifference to all that of late had passe'd 
around her, was for a moment suspended by the sight of an 
abode, which at another and happier period ’of her life, would 
have, attracted at once her curiosity and her wonder. Even 
now she seemed to feel interest as she gazed upon this singular 
retreat, and recollected it was that of^certain misery, and 
probable msanity, connected, as its inhabitant asserted, and 
Minna’s faith admitted, with power over the elements and the 
capacity cff intercourse with the invisible world, 

“ Our kinswoman,” she muttered, “ has chosen her dwelling 
well, with no more ol earth than a sea-fowl might rest upon, 
and all around sightless tempests and raging wkves. Despair 
and magical j»wer could not have a fitter residence.” 

Brenda, on the other hand, shuddered when she looked 
on the dwelling to which they were advancing, by a difficult, 
dangerous, and precarious path, which sometimes, to her gwat 
terror, approached to the verge of the precipice; so that, 
Zetlancler as she w2s, and confident as she had reason to be in 
the steadiness and sagacity of the sure-footed pony, abe could 
^ Note Q. Pictish Buigh, 
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scarce suppress an inclination to giddiness, especially at one 
point, when, being foremost of the party, apd turning a sharp 
angle of the rock, her feet, as they projected from the side of 
the pony, hung for an instant sheer over the ledge of the ])re- 
cipice, so that there was nothing save empty space betwixt 
sole of her shoe, and the white foam, of the vexeik ocean, wlindi 
dashed, howled, and foamed, five hundred feet below. Wliat 
would have driven a maiden of another country into delirium, 
gave her but ^momentary uneasiness, which Vas instantly lost 
in the hope that the impression which t^^e scene appeared to 
make on her sister’s imagination might be favourable to her 
cure. • • 

She could not help lookiifg back to see how Minna should 
pass the point of peril, which she herself^had just rounded , 
and could hear the strong voice of the Udallcr, tiiough to him 
such rough, paths were fatililiar as the smooth sea-beach, call, 
m a tone of some anxiety, Take heed, yarta^'^ as Minna, yitli 
an ^eager look, dropped her bridle, and stretched* forward her 
arms, and even hep body, over the precipidb, in the attitude of 
the wild swan, w^h^, balancing itself,* and spreading its broad 
pinions, it prepares to launch from the cliff on the bosom of the 
winds Brenda felt, at that instant, a yiang of unutterable 
terror, Which left a strong impression on her nerves, even when 
relieved, as it ifistantly was, by her sister recovering hey^self 
and sitting upright on her saddle, the ojiportunity tempta- 
tion (if she felt it) passing away, as the quiet eteau ^ animal^ 
w^hich suppoijed h«r rounded the projecting angle, and tunied 
its patient and firm step from the verge of the precipice 

They now attained a more level and open space of ground, 
being the flat top of an isthmus of projecting rocl^ narrowing 
again towards a point, where it was tenninated by the chasm 
wnich separated the small peak, or st^h, occupied by Noma’s 
habitation, from fho main ridge of cliff and precipice This 
natural fosse, which seemed to have been th0 work of some 
convulsion of nature, was deep, dark, and irregular, narrower 
towards the bottom, which could not be distmctly seen, and 
widest at top, having the appearance as if that part of tlie 
cliff occupied by the building had been h^f rent ’away from the 
isthmus which it tenninated, — an idea tavoured*by the angle 
at which it seemed to recede from the land, and lean towanls 
the sea, with the building which crowned it. • 
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This angle of projection was so considerable, that it required 
recollection to dispel the idea that the rock, so much removed 
from the perpendicular, was -about to precipitate itself seaward, 
with its old tower ; and a timorous person would have been 
»j,fraid to put foot upon it, lest an addition •of weight, so incon- 
siderable as that of the hupian body, should hasten a catastrophe 
which seemed at every instant impending. 

Without troubling himself about such fantasies, the Udaller 
rode towards thei tower, and there dismounting along with his 
daughters, gave the ponies in charge to one of their domestics, 
with directions to* disencumber them of their burdens, and turn 
them (vit for rest and refreshment ujjon the nearest heath 
This done,* they approached thq '^gate, which seemed formerly 
to have been^ connected with the land by a nide drawbridge, 
some of the apparatus of wliich was still visible But t(]e rest 
had been long demolished, and wus replaced by ,a stationary 
footbridge, foru\ed of barrel-staves covered with turf, very 
narrow and ^ledgeless, and supported by a sort of arch, con- 
structed out of the ^aw- bones of the whale. . Along this “fcgg 
of <lrbad ” the Udaller stepped with his uspaJ porUy majesty of 
stride, which tlireatened its demolition and his own at the sam^ 
time , his daughters trod more lightly and more safely after 
him, and the whole jmrty stood before the low and rugged portal 
of Norna’s habitation. 

“If she should be abroad after all,” said Magnus, as he plied 
the black oaken door with repeated blows; — ‘‘but if so, we 
will at lejist lie by a day for her return, andoinake Nick Strump- 
fer iwvy the demurrage m bland and brandy.” 

Aa he spoke, the door opened, and displayed, to the alarm of 
Brenda, and the sur[)nBe of Minna herself, a square-made dwarf, 
about four feet five inches high, with a head of most portentous 
size, and features coriespondent — namely, a huge mouth, a 
tremendous nose, with large black nostrils; which seemed to 
have bt^cn slit lopwards, blubber lips of an unconscionable size, 
and huge wall eyes, with which he leered, sneered, grmned, and 
goijgled on the Udaller as an old acquaintance, without uttering 
a single word. The yoimg women could hardly persuade them- 
selves that they did not see before their eyes the very demon 
Tr<dld, who made suck a distmguished figure in Noma's legend. 
Their father went on addressing this imcouth apparition m 
lerms of such condescending friendship as the better sort apply 
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to thein inferiors, when they wish, for any immediate purpose, 
to conciliate or coax them, — a tone, by the by, which generally 
contains, in its very familiarity, as much offence as the more 
direct assumption of distance and superiority. 

Ha, Nick 1 honest Nick 1** said the Udaller, ‘^here you arc, 
lively and lovely as Saint Nicholas your namesake, when 
18 carved with an axe for the headpiece of a ©utoh doggei 
How dost thou do, Nick, or Pacolet, if you like that lietter ? 
Nicholas, here are my two daughters, nearlj^ as handsome as 
thyself thou se^t ” • 

Nick grinned, and did a clumsy obeisance by itay of courtesy, 
but kept his broad misshapen person firmSy placed in the 
doorway. • ^ • 

“Daughters,” continued the* Udaller, who BeeiUed to have his 
reasons for speaking this Cerberus fair, at^lggist aocording to his 
own irotions of propitiation, — “this is Nick Stmmpfer, maidens, 
whom his mistress calls Paholet, being a light-1 imbeil dwarf, as 
you «ee, like him that wont to fly about, hke^a Hemiru^ oru his 
wooden hobbyhorse, in the old story-book of 'V^alcTitinc and 
Orstn, that you, Mmna, used to read whilit you were a ^hild. 

I assure you he cai^ keep his mistress'S counsel, and never told 
of her secrets in his life — ha, ha, ha ! ” 

The ugly dwarf grmped ten times wider than before, and 
showed* the meaning of the Udaller’s jest, by opening his 
immense jaws, afld throwing back his liead, so as to disoojrcr, 
that m the immense cavity of his mouth there only tf iuained 
the small shnvelled remnant of a tongue, cajmbhi, ^x^rhaps,* 
of assisting bjm im swallowing his food, but unequal to the 
formation of articulate sounds. Whether this organ had lictni 
curtailed by cnieky, or injured by disease, it was impossible to 
guess ; but that the imfortunate bemg had net beeh ongmally 
dumb, was evident from his retaining the sense of hearing, 
Hcvmg made this homble exhibition, no repaid the Udaller’s 
mirth with a* loud, horrid, and discordant laugh, which had 
something in it the more hideous that his mirfh seemed to be 
excited by his own misery. The sisters looked ,on each other 
in silence and fear, and even the Udaller appeared di8conc>ert,cd. 

“And how now?” he proceeded after a minute’s pause 
“ When didst thou wash that throat of tljine, thht is about the 
vodtb of the Pentlaud Firth, with a cup of bfandyf Ha, 
Nidc 1 1 have that with me which is sound stuff, boy, ha 1” 
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The dwarf bent his beetle-brows, shook his miseharen bead, 
and made a quick sharp indication, throwing his right hand up 
to his ohoulder with the thumb pointed backwards. 

What * iny kinswoman,” said the Udoller, comprehending 
the signal, “ will be angry 1 Well, shalt have a flask to carouse 
wlien she is from home, old acquaintance j — bps and throats 
may swallow, though they^ cannot speak,” 

Pacolet grinned a grim assent 

** And now,” said the Udaller, stand out of the way, 
Pacolet, and let me carry my daughters to see tjjeir kinswoman 
Py the bones of Saint Magnus, it shall be a good turn m thy 
way — nay, never shake thy head, man ; for if thy mistress he 
at liOTTiv., see her we will.” 

The dwarf again intimated thb impossibility of their being 
admitted, pai:t]y by signs, partly by mumbling some uncouth 
and most disagreeable sounds, and the Udaller’s mood ’^began 
to arise 

“.,Tittlc tattle^, man said he; ^Hrouble not me wdth thy 
gibberish, hilt stand out of the i^ay, and the blame, if there 
be any, shall rest ^fth me.” 

So'' saying, Magnus Trod laid his stuijdy hand upon the 
c,ollar of the recusant dwarf’s jacket of blue wadmaal, and, with 
a strong, but not a violent grasp, remqved him from the door- 
way, pushed him gently aside and entered, followed by-his tw'o 
daughters, 'whom a sense of apprehension, ansmg out of all 
which’ they saw and heard, kept very close to him. A crooked 
and dusky passage, through which Magnus led the way, was 
dimly enlightened by a shot-hole, comm'inicating with the 
interior of the building, and originally intended, doubtless, to 
command the entrance by a hagbut or cuJverin. As they 
aiiproached' nearer, for they walked slowly and with hesitation, 
the light, imperfect as it was, was suddenly obscured , and on 
looking upward to disiem the cause, Brenda was startled to 
oliserve the pale and ol)scurely-fleen countenance of Noma 
gazing downward upon them, without speaking a word. There 
w^ nothing extraordinary in this, as the mistress of the man- 
sion might be naturally enough looking out to see what guests 
wore thus suddenly and unceremomoualy intruding themselves 
on her presence. Stijl, however, the natural paleness of her 
features, exaggerated fey tlie light in which they were at present 
exhibited, — the immovable sternness of her look, which showed 
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neithef tindness nor courtesy of civil reception, — her dead 
silence, and the singular appearance of everything about her 
dwelling, augmented the dismay which Bjenda had already 
conceived. Magnutf Troil and Minna had walked slowly 
forward, without observing the apparition of their singular 
hostess. * 


CHAPTER TWENTY- EIGHTH. 

The witch then raised her wither’d srln, 

And waved lier wa»d on high, 

And, while she spdke the mutter’d charm, 

Dark lightning ftll’d Lor eye. 

“ This should be the stair, said the Udaller, blundering in 
the dark against some os of irregular aacenV— This sh<ail(l 
be tjjc stair, unless my memory greatly fail me, and tlioie 
slie ftts,” he added, •pausing at a half-open Joor, with al^ her 
tackle about her as Aisual, and as busy, doubtless, as the devil 
a gale of wind.” 

As he made this irrewent comparison, he entered, followed 
by his d&ughters, the darkened apartment m which Noriia was 
seated, amidst a confused collection of books of various lan- 
guages, parchment scrolls, tablets and stones iiiacrilf d •with 
the straight and angular cliaracters of the Runic alpha and < 
eiinilar articlef^ whish the vulgar might have conne^jted with 
the exercise of the forbidden arts. There was also lying in the 
chamlier, or hung* over the rude and ill-coiitnved chimney, an 
old shirt of mail, ifith the headpiece, battle-axe, lind lauco, 
which had om^e belonged to it , and on ^ shel^ were disjuised, 
in great orde^, several of those cunous stone axes, formed of 
green granite, whi?h are often found in these islands, whore 
they are called thunderbolts by the commoti people, wdio 
usually preserve them as a charm of security against the effects 
of lightning. There were, moreover, to be seen arnid the strange 
collection, a stone sacrificial knife, used perha[)S for immolating 
human victims, and one or two bf the brazen implements called 
Celts, the purpose of which has troubled tlie rejios^ of so many 
antiquaries. A variety of other articles, some of which liarl 
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neither name nor were capable of description, lay in vjonfuflion 
about the apartment, and in one comer, on a quantity of 
witJiered sea- weedy reposed what seemed, at first view, to be a 
large unshapely dog, but, when seen more ‘closely, proved to he 
a tame seal, which it had been Noma’s amusement to domes- 
- ticate. 

This uncouth favourib^ bnstled up in its comer upon the 
arnval of so many strangers, with an alertness similar to that 
which a terrestnal dog would have displayed on a similar 
(Kjcasion ; but Norna remained motionless, seated behind a 
table of rough granite, propped up by misshapen feet of the 
same material, vluch, besides the old book with which she 
seemed' to be busied, sustained a cake of the coarse unleavened 
bread, tliree parts oatmeal, and one the sawdust of fir, which is 
used by the poor peacants of Norway, beside which stood a jar 
of water. 

Magnus Troll remained a minute in silence gazing upon 
his, kinswoman, .while the smgulanty of her mansion inspired 
Brenda with much fear, and changed, though but for a moment, 
the melancholy and abstracted mood of Mmna, mto a fe^jlmg 
of interest nut unmixed' with awe. The silence was interrupted 
by the Udaller, who, unwilling on the one hand to give Ins 
kinswoman offence, and desirous on the other to show that ho 
was not daimted by a reception so singular, opened Hhe con 
vei^^ation thus . — 

I give you good e’en, cousin Noma — my daughters and 1 
have come far to see you,” 

Norua raised her eyes from her volume, looked full at hei 
visitors, then lot them quietly sit down on the leaf with which 
she seemed to be engaged. o 

Nay, cousin,” said Magnus, ‘‘ take your own time — our 
busmess with you can yvait your leisure. — See here, Minna, 
what a fair prospect here is of the cape, scarce a quarter of a 
mile off 1 you may see the billows breaking on it topmast high. 
Our kiusweman has got a pretty seal, too, — sealchie, my 
man, whew, whew 1” 

The seal took no farther notice of the Udaller’s advances to 
l^uaintance, than by uttering a low growl. 

“ He is not so well tramed,” continued the Udaller, affecting 
an air of ease imd unoonoem, *^as Peter MacEaw’a, the old 
piper of Stornoway, who had a seal that flapped its tail to the 
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tune of Oaberfae^ and acknowledged no other whate\rer.'*'“ — 
Weil, couflin,” he concluded, observing that Norna (ioaed her 
book, are you g«iiig to give us a welcome at last, or must we 
go farther than our blood-relation^a house to seek one, and that 
when the evening is wearing late apace 1” 

“Ye dull and hard-hearted generation, as ddhf as the adder 
to the voice of the charmer," answered Noma, addressing them, 
“why come ye to me? You have slighted every warning I 
could give of the coming harm, and now thaJ it hath come upon 
you, ye seek my counsel when it can avad you^notlimg!" 

“Look, you, kinswoman," said the UdaJ!er, with his usual 
frankness, and boldneyss of manner and accent, “ \ mrtst needs 
tell you that your courtesy isometlinig of the coarsest and tlio 
coldest I cannot say that I ever saw aa jyider,#in regard theie 
are lionc in these parts, but touching my own thoughts ot 
what such, a thmg may bd; it cannot be termed a suitable (jom* 
panson to me or to my daughters, and that J would have you 
to know For old acquaintance, and certain ottier reasons, 1 
do} not leave your house upon the instJiit ; but as (jame 
hithei lu all kmdqpss and civility, 8o*I pray you to receive me 
.witii the like, otherwise we will depart, and leave shame on 
* youi mil cwspi table threshold ” 

“ H«w !" said Norna, “daa*o you use such bold language in 
the house of end from whom all men — from whom you four- 
self — come to solicit counsel and aid? They who sp^ak*to the 
Reimkcnnar, must lower their voice to her before wn »iii wind* 
and waves hush bc^h blast and billow." 

“ Blast aucl billow may hush themselves if they will,” re- 
plied the jieremiitory Udaller, “ but that will not I. I speak 
m the house of my friend as in my own, and sfhke sail to 
none." 

“ And hope ye," said Noma, by this rudeness to compel mo 
to answer to’yournnterrogatQnesI” 

“ Kinswoman,” rephed Magnus Troil, “ I kifowiiot so much 
as you of the old Norse sagas; but this I know, that when 


* The MaclUwB were foUowors of the MacKenzicH, whose chief hae the 
uame of Caberfae, or Buckshead,* from the cognisaneo borne on hia 
standards. Unquestionably the worthy piper ti%mod the seal on the some 
principle of respect to the elan-term which I have heard has been taught to 
dogs, who, unused to any other air, dance after their fashion to the tune 
of Caberfae • 

VOL. xin. . • 
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keinpies were wont, long Binoe, to seek the Habitations of the 
gal-(lragd;iB and spae women,* they came with their axes on 
their shoiaders, and their good swords dra^n in their hands, 
and compelled the power whom they invoked to listen to and 
"'by answer them, ay, were it Odin lumself.” 

Kinsman,” said Noma, msing from her seat, and coming 
forward, ** thou hast spoken well, and in good time for thyself 
aud thy daughters ^ for hadst thou turned fix>m my threshold 
without extorting an answer, morning’s sun had never again 
shone upbn you.* Tho spirits who serve me are jealous, and 
will not 1)6 emploj^ed in aught that may benefit humanity, 
unless their service is commanded by the undaunted importu- 
nity of the brave and the free. And now speak, what wouldst 
thou have of me ?” 

“ My daughter's health,” replied Magnus, which no remedies 
have been able to restore.” 

“ Thy daughter’a health ?” answered Noma ; “ and what is 
the maiden’s ailment I” 

** The physician,” said Troil, ** must name the disease. All 

that I can toll thee of it is” , 

Be silent,” said Noma, interrupting him ; “ I know all that 
thou canat tell me, and more than thou thyself knowest. Sit 
down, all of you — and thou, maiden,” she said, addiessiiig 
Mmna, sit thou in that chair,” pointing to the place she had 
just lofr, once the seat of Giervada, at whose voice the stars 
1 id their beams, and the moon herself grew pale.” 

Minna moved with slow and tremulous step towards the rude 
seat thus indicated to her. It was composed of stone, fomied 
into some semblance of a choir by the rough and unskilful hand 
of some ancfcnt Gothic artist. 

Brenda, creeping os f;\o%e as possible to her father, seated 
lierself along with him upon a bench at some (^tance from 
Minna, and kept her eyes, with a mixture of fear, pity, and 
anxiety, dosdly fixed upon her. It would be difficult altogether 

decipher the .emotions by which this amiable and affectionate 
girl was agitated at that moment. Deficient in her sister’s 
predominating quality of high imagination, and little credu- 
lous, of course, to marvellous, she could not but entertain 
some vague and indefinite fears on her own account, concerning 
the nature of the scene which was soon to take place. But 

* ^orosreases imd fortunts'lellert^ 
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these were in a manner swallowed up in her apprehensions on 
the score of her sister, who, with a frain^ so much \5jeakened, 
spirits so much exhausted, and a mind so susceptible of the im- 
pressions which all around her was calculated to excite, now sat 
I)en8ively resigned 4>o the agency of one, whose treatment might 
produce the most baneful effects uppn such a subject. 

Brenda gazed at Minna, who sat in that rude chair of dark 
stone, her finely formed shape and limbs making the strongest 
contrast with its ponderous and isregular angles, her cheek and 
lips as pale as clay, and her eyes tumwi up^wd, and lighted 
with the mixture of resignation and excited Enthusiasm, which 
belonged to hear disease and her character. The ypunfer sister 
then looked on Noma, who ^jiuttered to herself in a low mono- 
tonous manner, as, gliding from one ^l^e tp another, she 
collelted different articles, which she placea one by one on tlie 
table Ai^l lastly, Brendft looked anxiously to her father, to 
gather, if possible, from his countenance, whetlier he entertained 
any part of her own fears for the consequences of tffe scene which, 
waj to ensue, considenng the state of MmnVs health and i^ints. 
But Magnus Trod |eemed to have nd such apprehensions , he 
yiewed with stem composure Noma’s preparations, and appeared 
*to w^ait the event with J;he composure of one, who, confiding in 
the skitt of a medical artist, sees him prepanng to enter upon • 
some impoitant find painful oi>oration, m the issue of wliudi ho • 
IS interested by friendship or by affection • • 

Noma, meanwhile, went onward with her preparatu as, until* 
she had placed on*the stone table a variety of misoilianeoua 
jirticles, and among the rest, a small chafing-dish full of cliar- 
coal, a crucible, and a piece of thin sheet-lead. She then spoke 
aloud — “ It is well that I was aware of your pomiffg bithor^ — 
ay, long before you yourself had resolved it — how should I else 
have been prepared for that which now to be done If — 
Maiden,” she* continued, addressing Minna, “ where lies thy 
pain V' • • 

The patient answered, by pressing her hand to the left side 
of her Worn. 

“ Even so,” repbed Noma, ‘‘ even so — 'tis the site of weal or 
woe. — And you, her father and ker sister, think nftt this the idle 
speech of one who talks by guess — ^if I can tell tlfe ill, it may 
be that I shall be able to render that less severe, which may 
not, by any aid, bo wdiolly amended — The heart — ay^ the 
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heart — touch that, and the eye grows dim, the pulse fails, the 
wliolesoiiie stream of our blood is choked and troubled, our 
limbs de(»y like sapless sea- weed in a summez’s sun; our better 
views of existence are past and gone; what remains is the 
(ueain of lost happiness, or the fear of inevitable evil. But the 
Rt'imkeririar must to her work — well is it that I have prepared 
the means.” 

She threw off her long dark-colourerl mantle, and stood be- 
fore them in her short jacket of light-blue wadmaal, with its 
skirt of the same stuff, fancifully embroidered with black 
velvet, and bound 'at the waist with a chain or girdle of silver, 
foimod mto, smgular devices. 'Noma next undid the fillet 
which bound her gnzzled hair, and shaking her head wildly, 
caused it to frll in (i^shevelled abundance over her face and 
around her shoulders, so as almost entirely to hide her feaiures 
She then jdaced a small crucible on the cliafiug-d'sh already 
mentioned, — drop^icd a few drops from a vial on the charcoal 
below, — pomW towards it her wrinkled forefinger, which she 
had }i|;eviously moistened with liquid from another small bo tile, 
and said with a deep voice, “ Fire, do thy diitj",” — and the words 
were no sooner spoken, than, probably by some chemical com- 
1)111 ation of which the spectators w^ero not aware, the charcoal 
which was under the cninble became slowly ignited ^ while 
as if impatient of the delay, threw hastily back her dis- 
ordered tcesses, and while her features reflected the sparkles 
md red light of the fire, and her eyes flashed from amidst^ her 
hair like those of a wild animal from its cover, blijw fiercely till 
the whole was in an intense glow She paused a moment from 
her toil, and muttering that the elemental** spirit must be 
thanked, rdcit(?d, in her usual monotonous, yet wild note of 
chanting, the following verses • — 

“Thou so needful, yet so dread, r 

With cloudy crest and wing of red ; ' 

• Thou, without whose genial breath 
• The North would sleep the sleep of death , 

^ Who deign st to warm the cottage hearth. 

Yet huiTst proud palacas to earth, — 

Brightest, keenest of the Powers, 

Which form and rule thaa world of oura, 

V With my^rhyme of Runic I 
Thank thee for thy agency.” 

tfixe then -severed a -portion from the small mass of aheet-leod 
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which* lay upon the table, and, placing it in the crucible, sub* 
jected it to the action of the lighted char(5oal, and, as it melted, 
she sung, • 

“ Old tlelmkennnr, to thy art 
Mother Hertha sends her part ; 

She,^hose gracious bounty gives 
Ne^ul food for all that lives 
From the deep mine of tlie North 
Came the mystic metal forth, 

Doom'd amidst disjointed stones, 

Long to cere a ohamplou’s bones, 

Dismhumed my charms to aid — 

Mother Earth, my thanks arc pdid^' 

• 

She then poured out some water from the jar intp a targe cup, 
or goblet, and sung once imjre, os she slowly stirred it round 
with the end of her staff — 

I 

“ Girdle of our inlands 
Element of Water, hear ! 

Thou whose power can overwhelm 
Broken mounds and rum'd realm 
^On the lowly Belgian stranc^; 

All thy fiercest rage can ne\»r 
Of Gift* soil a furlong sever 

From aur rock-defended land ; 

Play then gently thou thy part, 

To assist old Noma’s art" 

• 

She then, with a pair of pincers, removed the crijcibl^ from 
the chafing-dish, and poured the lead, now entirely n <'lted, into 
the l)owl of water, repeating at the same time, — • 

Elements, each other greeting. 

Gifts and powers attend your meeting ! ” 

The melted lead* spattering as it fell into the water, formed, 
of course, the usual combination of irregular forms which is 
lamiliar to jill who in childhood have made the exjienment, 
and from which, ^according to our childish faijcy, we may have 
selected portions bearing some resemblance to domestic articles 
— the tools of mechanics, or the like, * Noma seemed to busy 
herself in some such researches, for she cxamine^l the mass of 
lead with scnipulous attention, and deLiched ^t into different 
portions, without apparently b5mg able find a fragment in the 
form which she desired. 

At length she again muttered, rather as speaking to herself 
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than to her guests, ‘‘ He, the Viewless, will not be omitted, — 
he will have his tribute even in the work to which he gives 
nothing —Stern compeller of the clouds, thou shalt also hear 
the voice of the Reimkennar.” 

Thus speaking, Noma once more threw the lead into the 
crucible, where, hissing and spattering as the wet metal touched 
the sides of the red-hot ve^el, it was soon again reduced mto 
a state of fusion. The sibyl meantime turned to a corner of 
the apartment, and opening suddenly a window which looked 
to the north-west, let in the fitful radiance of the sun, now 
lying almost level uiJbn a great mass of red clouds, which, 
iKiding future tempests, occupied the edge of the holrizon, and 
seemed to brood over the billowii of the boundless sea. Turn- 
ing to this quarter, from which a’ low hollow moaning breeze 
then blew, Noma addressed the Spirit of the Winds, in tones 
whicli seemed to resemble his own : — 

“ Tliou, that over billows dark This full grasp of grizzled liair ; 

tSafoly send’st tlr hsher's bark, — Oft thy breath hath through i1 Ruug, 

Giving him a path and motion Softening to my magic tongue, — , 

Through the wilderness of ocean , Now, ’tis thine 'to bid it fly ' 
Thou, that when the billows brave ye, Tlirough the "wide expanse of sky, 
O’er the shelves carist drive the navy, — ’Mid the countless swarms to sail 
Did'at thou chafe as one neglected, Of wild-fowl wheeling on thy gale 
While thy brethren were lespected ? Take thj' portion and rejoice, — 

To appease thee, see, I tear Spirit, tliou hast heard iny voice ! ” 

Noma "ccompanied these words with the action which they 
described, tearing a handful of hair with vehemence IVoni her 
Acad, and strewing it upon the wind as she pontinued her reci- 
tation. Slie then shut the casement, and agam involved the 
chamber in tlie dubious twibght, which best suited her clia- 
raoter and ocoujmtion. The melted lead was once more emptied 
into the water, and the various whimsical conformations which 
it received from the o})^,^ation were examined with great care 
by the sibyl, wlio at length seemed to intimate, by voice and 
gesture, that ,her» spell had been successful. She sdected from 
tlie fused metal a piece ^bout the size of a small nut, bearing 
in shape a close resemblance to that of the human heart, and 
approaching Minna, again spoke in song, — 

wh<> mts by haxfiated weU, 

Is subject to the Nixie’s speU ; 

She who walks ou louely beach, 

To th^ Mermaid's charmed speech ; 
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She who walks round ring of gTeen« 

Offends the peevish Fairy Queen ; 

And she who takes rest in the Dwarfie’a rave, 

A weary weird of woe shall have • 

• 

“ By ring, by spring, by cave, by shore, 

Minna^TroU has braved all this and more ; 

And yet hath the root of her sorrow and ill 
A source that's more deepi and more mysfical still " 

Minna, whose attention had been latterly something diS' 
turbed by reflections on her owq secret sorrow, now suddenly 
recalled it, and looked eagerly on Noma as ifl she expected to 
learn from her rhymes something of deep interest. Tlic north- 
ern sibyl, meanwhile, prooee<}ed to pierce the piec^ of lead, 
which bore the form of a Is^rt, and to fix in it a piece of gold 
wire, by which it might be attached Jo a cham or neckhujc. 
Shetthen proceeded in her rhyme, — * * 

• “ Thou ait witlun a demon’s hold, 

More wise than Haims, more 8tron]j^ than Trolii] , . 

No siren sings so sweet as he, — • 

No fay springs lighter on the les ; 

No*elfiu power bath half t^e art 
To soothe, to move, to wring the heart, — 

Life-blood from the cheek to (Irain, 

Ilreuch the eye, and dry the vein. 

Maiden, e^e we farther go, 

IJpst thou note me, ay or no 

• 

Minna replied in the same rhythmical manner, ♦which, in 
}est and earnest, was frequently used by the ancic t Scfindi' 
navians, — • 

“ T mark thee, my mother, both word, look, and sign ; 

Speak on with the iiddle->-to read, it be mine.” 

Now, Heaven 'and every saint be praised !” said Magnus : 
“ They are the first words to the purpqpe which she hath spoken 
«hese many ^ys.” 

“ And they ai^ the last which she shall speak for many a 
month,” said Noma, mc^used at the interruption, if you again 
break the progress of my spell. Turn your faces to the wall, 
and look not hitherward again, under iienalty of my severe 
displeasure. You, Magnus TroU, from hard-hearted audacity 
of spirit, and you, Brenda, ffoni wanb^p and idle disbelief in 
that which is beyond your boiiiiden comprehension, are un* 
worthy to look on this mystic work , and the glance of your 
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eyeu mingles with, and \feakenj 3 the spell . for the powers cannot 
l)r(X)k distrust ” 

Unac(vistomcd to , be addressed in a tone bo peremptory, 
Magnus would have made some angry reply; but reflecting 
that the health of Minna was at stake, and considenng that 
who spoke was a woman of many sorrows, he suppressed 
his anger, l>owjd his head,^ shrugged his shoulders, assumeil 
t]](i prescribed posture, averting his head from the table, and 
turning towards the wall Brenda did the same, on receiving 
a sign from her father, and l>ath leiiuuned profoundly sOent. 

Norna thou adJressed Minna once more, — 

“ Mark inc • for the word I speak, 

^ Shall bring the colour to thy cheek. 

Tins leaden heart, so lightof coi»t, 

The^Kynibol g( a treasure* lost. 

Thou Hhalt wear lu hope and m peace, ^ 

That the cause of your sickness and sorrow mu) ccos^ , 

AVlieu (iinison foot meets enmson hand 
t In the Martyrs’ Aisle, and ui Orkncy-land ” 

Minna coloured dee^dy at the last couplet, intimating, as s^ie 
failed not to interpret it, that Noma was coinpletely adjuainted 
witli the secret e^use of her sorrow. The same conviction led 
the niiiiden to hope in the favourable issue, which the sibyl 
seemed to projihesy , and not venturing to express her feelings 
111 any inannei more mtclligible, she pressed Noma’s witheiod 
hand w; thrall the warmth of affection, first to her breast and 
tlieu to her bosom, bedewing it at the same time with her 
tt'iirs ^ 

With more of human feeling than she usually exhibited, 
Noma extncAted Iujt hand from the grasp of the poor girl, 
whose tears jiow flowed freely, and then, with more tenderne..s 
of manner than she liad yet sbowm, she knotted the leaden 
ht‘art to a chain of gold, and hung it around Minna’s neck, 
ringing, as she ^lerformcd that last branch of the sphll, — 

“ Bo jlatient* be patient, for Patience hath power, 

To ward us in clangor, hke mantle in shower , 

A fauy gift you best may hold 
In a chain of fairy gold ; 

The cbfin and the gift are each a true token, 

That not withoi^t warrant ofi Noma bath si>oken ; 

But tiiy neai\‘at ami dearest must never behold them. 

Till tune sliall accomplish the truths I have told tlieni ’ 
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The wraes being concluded, Norna carefully arranged the 
chain around her patient's neck, so as to hide it in her b(^oin, 
and thus ended the* spell — a spell which, the moment 1 
record these incidents, it is known, has been lately practised in 
Zetland, where any decline of health, without apparent cause, 
is imputed by the lower orders to a demon having stolen the 
heart from the body of the patient, and where tbs exiiennieiit 
of supplymg the deprivation by a leaden one, prepared m the 
manner described, has been resorted to witlmi these few years 
In a metaphoncal sense, the disease may be considered os a 
general one in all parts of the world ; but, as tins simple and 
ongiual remedy is peculiar to the isles of Thu*ie, it were unpar- 
donable not to preserve it at kngtli, m a narrative corjiccted 
with Scottish antiquities.* 

A t^tiond time Noma rejiiinded her patient,, tliat if she 
showed, or sjxike of, the fairy gifts, their virtue would be lost — 
a belief so cgmtnon as to bd received into the superstitions of 
all nations Lastly, unbuttoning the collar wliich she had pist 
fastened, she showed her a link of the gold chain, A^liicli Minna 
instflSitly recognised* HB that formerly given^by Norna to Mor- 
daunt Mertoun. This seemed to intimate he was yet alive, 
jjpd under Noma’s protection ; and she gazed on her w’itli the 
most eager curiosity. Byt the sibyl imposed her finger on her 
lips in token of silence, and a second time invf)lved the chain 
in those folds wliich modestly and closely veiled one of Jfhe 
most lieautiful, as w^ell as one of the kindest, boaom^ iif the 
world. 

Noma then, extinguished the lighted charcoal, and as the 
water hissed upon the glowing einliers, commanded Magiius and 

Brenda to look around, and liehold her task accomplished 
• • 

* Th« si>ells described in tbis cbaider are not altogetlier un/iginary By 
this mode of ponnng lead into water, aSd bclectkig the part whuh dianc as 
to aMnnie a resetyblance to the human heart, which iiiuhI be worn by the 
pati'^nt around her or Ms neck, the «age persons rif /eUand to cure 

the fatal diaorder called tlie loss of u htail ♦ ■> 
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CffAFTER TWENTY- NtNTH. 

« 

See yonder woman, whom our swains revere, 

And dread m secret while they take her counsel 

Wheti sweetheai't shall be kmd, or when cross dame shall dio ; 

Where lurka the thidf who stole the silver tankard, 

And how the pestilent murrain may be cured. — 

This sage adviser’s mad, stark mail, my friend ; 

Yet, m hlir madness, hath the art and cunning 
To wring fools’ secrets from their Inmost bosoms. 

And pay pquirers with the coin they gave her. 

‘Old Play 

It seemed as if Noma had indeed fhll right to claim the 
gratitude of^ the . Udaller for the improved condition ^ of his 
daughter’s health. She once more threw open the window, 
iuid Minna, drying her eyes and' advancing with affectionate 
confidence, threiv herself on her father’s neck, and asked his 
forgiveness "for the trouble she had of late occasioned to^him. 
It is unnecessary to add, that this was at ence granted, with a 
full, though rough buret of paternal tenderness, and as many 
close embraces as if his child had been just rescued from the 
jaws of death. When Magnus had dismissed Miima from his 
anns, to throw herself into those of her sister, and eipress to 
her, rather by kisses and tears than in words, the regret she 
enteftartied for her late wayward conduct, the Udaller thought 
proper, m the meantime, to pay his thanks to their hostos, 
whose skill had proved so etficat'ious. Bi&t scarce had he come 
out with Much respected kmswoman, I am but a plain old 
Norseman.” — when she interrupted him, by pressing her finger 
on her hpS. * 

There are those wound ns,” she said, “ who must hear no 
mortal voice, witness no sacrifice to mortal feelipgs — there aro 
times when they even mutmy against me, \heir sovereign mis- 
tress, becAttse *1 am still shrouded in the flesh of humanity. 
Fear, therefore, and lie silent, I, whose deeils liave raised me 
from the low'-sheltered valley of life, w^hcre dwell its social 
Vauts and common ciianties — I, who have bereft the Giver of 
tlie Gift which he g^e, and st&nd alone on a cliff of immeasur- 
able heightj detached from earth, save from the small portion 
that supports my miserable tread — I alone am fit to cope with 
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these sullen mates. Fear not, therefore, but yet be not too 
l>oId, and let this night to you be one of fasting and of prayer.” 

If the UdaUer hid not, before the con^encement of the 
operaticm, been disposed to dispute the commands of the sibyl, 
it may be well believed he was lass so now, that it had termi- 
nated to all appeanmce so fortunately So he sat down in 
Silence, and sei^ upon a volume whui lay near Iflm, as a sort 
of desperate effort to divert ennui, for on no other occasion had 
li'Iagnus been known to have recourse to a book for that pur- 
p<.)6e. It chanced to be a book much to his mind, being the 
well-known work of Olaus Magnus, upon tlie uianners ^of the 
ancient Northern nations. The book is unluctiJy in the Latin 
language, and the Danske or Dutch were, either of them^ mucli 
more familiar to the Udaller, But then it was the fine edition 
published m 1555, which contains representation*! of the wai- 
clianots, fishing exploits, wailike exercises, and domestic em- 
ployments of the Scandina^rians , and thus the infonnation 
which the work refused to the understanding, was a^ldresstHl. to 
the e^e, which, as is well knowm both to old and young, answers 
the pur}x)ao of amusement as well, if not betler. 

Meanwhile the two sisters, pressed as' close to each other as 
tyo flowers on the same stalk, sat with their arms recijiroc-ally 
liassed over each other’s » shoulder, os if they fijarod some new 
and unfdteseen (;ause of coldness was about to sejiarate them, 
and mterrupt the sister-like hannony which had been Imt just 
restored. Noma sat opposite to them, sometimes revfdVin^ the 
large parchment volume with which they had found l.cr em- 
ployed at their, entrance, and sometimes gazing on the . asters, 
with a fixed look, in which an interest of a kmd uniiHually 
tender seemed occasionally to disturb the stem and rigorous 
solemnity of her countenance. All was still and silent as death, 
and the subsiding emotions of Brenda had not .yet yiormittod 
her to wonder, whether the remaimng ^ours of the evening 
were to be passed iff the same manner, when the scene of trail 
qnillity was suddenly mtermpted by the entrant of the dwan 
Pacolet, or, as the UdaUer called him, Nicholas Strum pfer 

Norna darted an angry glance on the intruder, who seemeil 
to deprecate her resentment by holdmg up his hands and 
uttering a babbling sound ; then instaiyily resorting bi liia 
usual mode of conversation, he expressed himself by a variety 
of signs made rapidly upon his fingers, and as rapidly answered 
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by his mistress, so that the young women, who had nevrer heard 
of such an art, and now saw it practised by two beings so sin- 
guhir, almost conceived thoir mutual mliiligence the work of 
enchantment When they had ceased their intercourse, Noma 
turned to Magnus Trod with much haughtiness, and said, 
“ How, my kinsman ’ have you so far Ibrgot yourself, as to 
bnng earth 1} footl into the house of the Jteimkennar, and make 
|)r(5])arations in the dwelling of Power and of Despair, for 
refection, and wassail, and revelry? — Speak not — answer not,” 
she said ; “ the duration of the cure which was wrought even 
now, defiendfl*^ on your silence and obedience — bandy but a 
single look or wfcrcl with me, and the latter condition of that 
maaleL sliall be worse than the first 

This threat was an effectual oharm ujxin the tongue of the 
Udaller, though h^ longed to indulge it ui vindication ^ of his 
conduct 

“ Follow me, all of you,” said Noma, striding t> the door of 
the, <i])artineut, ‘iand see that no one looks backwards — we leave 
not this afuutmcut empty, though we, the children of mortality, 
be removed from it ” 

She went out, and the Udallei signed*- to liis daughters to 
follow, and to obey lier injunctions The sibyl moved swifter 
than hei guests down the rude descent (such it might nvther 
be termed than a proper staircase), whicli led to tne lower 
apartment Magnus and his daughters, when they entered the 
chainlHU, found their own attendants aghivst at the presence and 
proceedings of Norua of the Fitful Head. 

They had been previously employed in mranging the provi- 
sions, vvhicli they had brought along with them, so iis to present 
a comfortable cold meal, as soon lus the appetite of the Udaller, 
which w'as as rcgulai the return of tide, slioiild mduce him 
to desire some refrt«hment , and now they stood staring in 
tear and surprise, while Norna, seizing u|X)n one article aftei 
another, and well supported by the zealous kctivity of Pacolet, 
Hung their whole prejmrations out of the rude aperture w^hich 
served foi a wdndow, and over the chff, from which the ancient 
Biugh arose, into the ocean, which raged and foamed beneath. 

(dried beef), hams, and pickled jxirk, flew after each 
other into empty sjiime, smoked geese were restored to the air, 
and cured fish to the sea, their native elements indeed, but 
which they were ilo longer capable of traversing; and the 
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devastation proceeded so rapidly, tltat the Udaller could scareo 
secure from the wreclc his silver drinking cup , while the huge 
leathern flask of bnuidy, which was destined to supply his 
favounte beverage, was sent to follow the rest of the supjier, 
by tlie hands of Pac^lct, who regarded, at the same time, tlic 
tlisajipointed Udaller with a malicious gnn, as if, notwithstand* 
mg hia own natural taste for the liquor, he enjoyed the disa}>- 
pointnient and surprise of Magnus Trod still more than he would 
have relished sharing his enjoyment 

The destruction of the brandy-flask exhausted the j>iiticiic(' 
of Magnus, jvho roared out in a tone of no onuill displeasure, 
‘^Why, kinswoman, this is wasteful madness— wheie, and on 
what, would vou have us siipl"' 

“Where you ’vvill,” answered Norna, “ «,nd on what you will, 
— but^bot m my dwelling, and not on the food wntli wliicli }ou 
have profaned it. Vex my spirit no more, but begone every (uio 
of you * You have been here too long for my good, perhaps tor 
your oNvn.” 

** j?low, kins-NVoitum I” said Magnus, “would you make out- 
cjistw of us at this time ot night, wdien e/en a Scotolimaii wfmid 
not turn a stranger from the dmir?— Bethink >ou, ilarno, it is 
Nuaine on our lineage for ever, if this «w|uail ot yours slionhl 
force us V) slip cables, and go to sea so scantily provided ” 

“ Be silent, an(l*Tlepart,” said Norna , “let it suflice yon haio 
got that for which you came I have no harbourage fo^; ujorUl 
guusts, no provision to relieve human wants There is I - 'ueatli 
the dirt a l)each of the finest sand, a stream of water .e pme 
as tlie well of ''Kildiiiguie, and the rocks bear dulse as wimlc- 
some as that of Guicxim, and well you wot, that the well of 
Kddmguie and the dclse of Guiudm will cure all mahidies save 
Black Death/’* 

“And well I wot,” said the Udallei, “that I would (^t 
corrupted 8ea-l)^eed,•llke a starling, or salted seal's flesh, like 
ttio men of Burraforth, or wilks, buckles, and Iwnpit.s, like the 
poor sneaks of Stroma, rather than break wheat bread and dnnk 
red wine in a house where it is begrudged me — ‘And yet,” he 
said, checking himself, “ I am wrong, very wTong, my cousin, 
to speak thus to you, and I should rather thank ^ou fur what 
you have done, than upbraid you for follo^^ing yous own ways. 
But I see you are impatient — we will be *all under way priy 

* So at least aajs an Orkney proverb 
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Bently. And you, ye knaves,” addressing his servants, “that 
were i;i such Imrry with your service before it was lacked, get 
out of doors with you presently, and manage to catch the ponies ; 
for I see we must make for another harbour to-night, if we would 
not sleep with an empty stomach, and on a hard bed.” 

The domestics of Magnus, already sufficiently alarmed at the 
violence of Noma's conduct, scarce waited the imperious com- 
luimd of their master to evacuate her dwelling with all despatch ; 
and the Udaller,*^ with a daughter in each arm, was m the act 
of following them, when Noma said emphatically, “ Stop 1” 
They obeyed, ajtd again turned towards her. S^e held out 
her hard to Magnus, which the placable UdaUer instantly folded 
m Ills own ample palm 

Magnus,” she sa^, we part by necessity, but, I trust, not 
in anger?” ' " C 

“Surely not, cousin,” said the warm-hearted UdaUer, well- 
nigh staramerm^ in his hasty disclamation of all unkmdness, — 
“ most assiivedly not, I never bear ill- will to any one, much 
less to one of ray own blood, and who has piloted me witlji her 
ad vice through many » rough tide, as I would pilot a boat 
betwixt Swona and Stroma, through all the waws, wells, and 
swelchies of the Peutland Fiiih.” 

“Enough,” said Noma, “and now farewell, with such a 
blesHiug as I dare bestow — not a word mom ’ Maidens,” she 
ad<led, ‘f draw near, and let me kiss your brows.” 

The sibyl was obeyed by Mmna with awe, and by Brenda 
with fear , the one overmastered by the ^armth of her iniagi- 
iiation, the other by the natural timidity of hhr constitution. 
Norna then dismissed them, and in two njinutes afterwanls 
they found themselves beyond the bridge, and standing upon the 
ux'ky platfoim in front of the ancient Pictish Burgh, which it 
was the pleasure of this sequestered female to inhabit The 
luglit, for it was now fallen, was unusuallr serene. A bright 
twilight, w;hich glimmered far over the surface of the sea, 
supplied the bnef absence of the eummeris sun ; and the waves 
vs^emed to sleep under its induenoe, so famt and slumberous was 
the sound with which one after another rolled on and burst 
against the fov.)t of the cliff op whuh they stood. In front of 
them stood the ruggdd fortress, seeming, in the uniform greyness 
of tlie atmosphere, as aged, as shapeless, and as massive as the 
roi'k on which it was founded. The^e was neither sight nor 
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Eoimd that indicated human habitation, save that from one nide 
Bhot-hole glimmered the dame of the feeble l^p by whic)i the 
sibyl was probably ptysuing her mystical and nocturnal studios, 
shooting upon the twilight, in which it was soon lost and 
confounded, a single line of tiny light ; bearing the same pro- 
portion to that of the atmosphere, as the aged woman and her 
serf, the sole inhabitants of that desert, did to the solitude with 
which they were surrounded. 

For several minutes, the party, thus suddenly and unex- 
pectedly expelled from the shelter where they .had reckoned 
upon spendu^g the jught, stood m silence, eaiii wrapt in their 
own* separate reflections. Mmn^, her thoughts fixed m the 
mystical consolation which she h^d received, in vain endeavoured 
to extract from the words of Norna a more distinct and intel- 
ligible Cleaning; and the UdalJer had not Jret recovered his 
surprise at the extrusion to which he had lieen thus whimsically 
subjected, under circumstances that prohibited h^ from rcseqt- 
*ing as an insult, treatment which, in all other respei'ts, was so 
ahocl^ng to the geiyal hospitality of his ntAure, that ho still 
felt like one disposed J;o be angry, if be* but knew how to^set 
about it Brenda was the first who brought matters to a point, 
hf asking whither they wore to go, and how they were to spend 
the nightil The question, which was asked m a tone, that, 
amidst its simplicity, had something dolorous in it, entirely 
cbmiged the tram of her father's ideas, and the uncxpeat^l 
periilexity of their situation now striking him in a comic (>oiut 
of view, he laughed tijl his very eyes ran over, while every «M^k 
around him run£, and the sleeping searfowl were startled Irom 
their repose, by th^ loud, hearty explosions of his obstreperous 
hilanty. • * 

The Udaller’s daughters, eagerly representing tq tlieir father 
the nsk of displeasing Noma by this unMinited indulgence of 
his mi^h, unit^ their efforts to drag him to a farther distance 
from her dwelimg. Magnus, yielding to their stKiigth, which, 
feeble as it was, his own fit of laughter rendered him incapable 
of resisting, suffered himself to be pulled to a 'considerable 
distance from the Burgh, and then escaping from their hands, 
and sitting down, or rather suffering himself to drop, upon a 
large stone which lay conveniently by th^waysidai he again 
lati^hed so Ioqr and lustily, that his vexed aiid anxious 
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flail srlit(‘rs tH'.canic afraid that there was somethiiig more than 
natural in these repeated convulBions. 

At length his mirth exhausted both itself and the Udaller’s 
strength He groaned heavily, wiped his eyes, and said, not 
witliout feeling some desire to renew his obstreperous cachm- 
nation, ** N^ow, by the bonea of Saint Magnus, my aneest-oi 
and namesake, one would imagine that being tunietl out of 
dofirs, at this time of night, was nothing short of an absolutely 
f^xquisite jest , for 1 have shaken my sides at it till they acli(»d 
There we sat^ made snug for the night, and I made as sure of 
a good supper aYid a can as ever I had l^een of either, — and 
here are all taken aback , and then |xior Bieiida’s doleful 
voice, and melancholy qiiestion, of, *\Vhat is to lie done, and 
^^]^elO are we to sleep T In good faith, imless one of those 
knaves, who must needs torment the poor woman i y their 
trencher-work before it was wanted, can make amends by telling 
us of some snug port under our lee, we have no other course 
lor it but tb steer through the twilight on the beanng of Burgh 
Westra, and rough it out as well as we can by the way. 1 am 
sorfy but for you, girls , for many a cniise have I been upon 
when we were on shorter allowance than wo are like to have 
now. — I would I had but secured a morsel for you, and a droji 
tor myself , and then there had been but little to complain of." 

P)Oth sisters hastened to assure the Udaller that they felt not 
tliodca^t occasion for food. 

“Why, that is W'cll," said Magnus : “and so being the case, 
1 will not complain of my own apjietite, though it is sharfier 
than convenient And the rascal, Nicholas Stmmpfer, — what 
.1 leer the villain gave me as he started the good Nantz mto 
the salt water ! hie grinned, the knave, like a seal on a skerry. 
“-Had it not been for vexing my poor kinswoman, Noma, 
I would have sent’ his misbegotten body, and misshapen 
jolterhead, after my bonny flask, as sure as Samt Magnus lies 
at KukwaU 

By this time the servants retumed with the ponies, which 
they had very soon caught — these sensible animals finding 
nothing so captivating in the pastures where they had been 
suffered to stray, as inclined them to resist the invitatidn again 
to subject dhemsehes to saddle and bridle. The jifoepects of 
the purty were also considerably improved by Icaniing that the 
contimts of tlieir sumptQf-iHuiies’ burden had not been entirely 
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exhausted, — a small basket having fortunately escaped the rage 
of Norna and Pacolet, by the rapidity with whicli one of the 
servants had caught up and removed it • The saino doineetic, 
an alert and ready-witted fellow, had observed upon the beach, 
not above tiiree miles distant from the Burgh, and about a 
quarter of a mile^ off their straight path, a deserted Slao^ or 
fisherman’s hut, and suggested th^it they shoulfl occupy it for 
the rest of the night, m order that the ixinies uiight be re 
freshed, and the young ladies spend the night under cover 
from the raw evening air. 

When we are delivered from great and sertous dangers, our 
mood is, ought to be, grave, in proporttori to the iienJ we 
have escaped, and the gratitude due to protracting Pfcvidence 
But few things niise the spirits more naturally or more haiin- 
lessly, than when ine^ns of extncation J'r^nn «jiy of the lesser 
emllirrasaiiients of hfe are suddenly presrmted to us , and such 
wag the r^uae m the pre#^jit instance The Ud?dler, ndieve<l 
from the appreheiiflioiis for his daughters siiffjpriiig from fiitigue, 
and himself from too much appietite and too littllf fooil, carolled 
Njirse ditties, as he spurred Bergen throilj^h the twilight, with 
as much glee ai^ gallantry as if* the niglit-ride Inul been 
entirely a matter of his own free choice. Brenda lent her voice 
to some of his chonisq^^, winch wore echoed in ruder notes by 
the servants, wlio, in that simple state of society, were not con- 
sidered iis guilt/ of any breach of respect by mingling their ^oices 
with the song. Minna, indeed, was os yet uncquaMo Mich an 
effort , but she cx^imjielled herself to assume w)ine Bha.c in ttgj 
general hilarity ofc the meeting , and, contrary to her vomluct 
since the fatal mommg which concluded the Festival (ff Saint 
John, she seemad to take her usual interest in what was going 
on around her, and answered with kindness and feadiriess the 
repeated inquiries concerning her health, with which the Udaller 
every now and tlieu internipted his dfrol. And thus they pro- 
coeied by nfght a happier p^y by far than they had Ijeen when 
they traced the same route on the pre<;edmg®momnig, making 
light of the difficulties of the way, and promising theniHclves 
shelter and a comfortable night’s rest in the deserted hut which 
they were now about to approach, and which they expected to 
find in a state of darkness and solitude 

But it was the lot of the Udaller Aat day to bo deceived 
more than once in his calculations. 

VOT. XIJT, 
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‘‘And which way lies this cabin of yonra, Laune T' said the 
Udaller, addressing the intelligent domestic of whom we just 
spoke * 

“Yonder it should be/' said Laurence Schbley, “at the head 
f)f the voe — but, by my faith, if it be the place', there are folk 
there lK*fore us — God and Saint Ronan 8en<l that they be canny 
company ' ” 

In truth there wris a light m the deserted hut, strong enough 
to glimmer through every chink of the shingles and wreck- 
wood of whi(*ii it was couHtructed, and to give the whole cabin 
the ajifioarance ‘of^ a smitliy seen by night. The universal 
superstition of the Zetlaiulers seized upon Magnua and his 
asooi t 

“ They are troAvs,” said one voice 

“They are w‘t(die",” ‘murmured another 

“Theyaie mermaids/’ muttered third, “only hear their 

w'lld singono 

All stoj)}MMl^, and, in effect, some notes of music were audible, 
which Dienda, with a voie<‘ that quivered a little, but yet had 
a turn, (it uicli ridicul*e in its tone, jiionoiincetl to be the soiiad 
of a fiddle. 

“ Fiddle or fiend,” said the Udaller, w'ho, if he believed m 
such nightly apiuintioiis as had struck tenor into his retinue, 
certainly feared them not — “ fiddle or fiend, may the deni fetch 
me if, a witch cheats me out of 6up]>er to-night for the second 
time 

So saying, he disinountetl, clenched his trusty truncheon in 
his h<iJid, and advaiu'od towards the hut, fi)lKnvcd,by Laurence 
alone , the lest of his letmiie lontinumg stationary on the beach 
beside his daughters and liis pomes. 
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gHAPTER THIRTIETH. 

What bo, my Jovial mates I come on I we'll frolic It 
Like faineS frisking lu the merry inoonKbine, ^ 

Seen by the curtal friar, who, /rom soruo tlinstemng 
Or some blithe bridal, hies belated cell-waiil— • 

He starts, and changes his b<jld bottle swagger 
To churchman’s pace prtdes.slonal, and latisackin^ 

His treacheious memory for some holy hymn, 

Finds but the roundel ol the midnight catch* 

, *Old Plai 

• • 

The stride of the Udaller celaved notlnnf^ (»f its length or of 
Jta firmness m lie iipproachcd*the glinirneniig eahin, Iroin wJiieh 
he heard distinctly the sound of the ffdflk* iBut if still long 
and firm, his steps sncceeded each otlicr rather inoie slowly 
than usual • for, like a cautious, though a biave general, Magnus 
was willing to reconnoitre his eueiny before afftailmg him * The 
tn:^(0ty Laurence Scholey, who kept elos<^ behind Ins mahter, 
130^ whisjjered info his ear, “ So hclpeine, sir, as I liehefe that 
the ghaist, if ghaisf it be, that plays so bravi'ly on the fiddle, 
•must be the ghaist of Maister Claud Halcro, or his wraith at 
least, |br never wjvs bflw drawm acioss thairm whndi brought 
out the gude auli spring of ‘Pair and Lucky,' so like his am.” 

Magnus was himself much of the same opinion , fof ha fnew 
the blithe minstrelsy of the spirited little old man, and hailed 
the hut with a hearty lulloa, which was immediately ri ))Ucd to* 
by the cheery •note Sf his ancient messmate, and Halcro himstdf 
presently made his appearance on the beach 

Tlie Udaller nSwjaigned to his retinue to come i^, w’hile he 
asked his friend, after a kind greeting and nyich shaking of 
hands, “ How the devil he came to sit 4 here, jilayiiig old tunes 
in 80 desolate*a pl^, like an owl whooping to the mwin V’ 
‘'And tell me rather, Fowd,” said Claud Halcrij, “how you 
came to be within hearing of me 3 ay, by my w^ord, and with 
your bonny daughters, tool — Yarta Minna anilTarta Brenda, 

I bid you welcome to these yellow sands — and there shako 
hands, as glorious John, or some other body, says, upon the 
same occasion. And how' came you her# like twp fair swans, 
making day out of twilight, and turmng all you step upon to 
fail\err’ 
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“ You ahall know all about them presently,” answered Mag 
nus , but what messmates have you gob m the hut with you 1 
I think i heiir some one speaking.” 

“None,” replied Claud Halcro, ^‘but that’poor creature, the 
Factor, and my imp of a boy Giles. I — ^but come in — come in 
— here y^ni will find us starving in comfort— not so much as a 
mouthful of sour sillocks to ’oe had for love or money.” 

“ That may be in a small part helped,” said the Udaller , for 
though the best of- our supper is gone over the Fitful Crags to 
the iKiulchies and the dog-^li, yet we have got something in tlie 
kit still — Here, Leurie, bring up the mfday 

YohU, yohdr* was Laurence's joyful answer; and he 
hastened for the basket 

“By the bicker of Saint Magnus,” t said Halcro, “and the 
bill best bishoji that 6Ver quaffed it for luck’s sake, thr^e is 
no finding your locker empty, Magnus * I believe sincerely that 
ere a friend wanted, you could, like old Luggie the warlock, fish 
up bftilexl and roaUed out of the pool of Kibster ” J 

“ You are wrong there, Yarto Claud,” § said Magnus Troil, 
“ for, far from helping me to a supper, the foul fiend, 1 behefv’e, 
has earned off great part of mine this blessed evening , but you 
are welcome to share and share of wliat is left ” This w^as said 
while the party entered the hut. 

Here, in a cabin which smelled strongly of dned fish, and 
w'lioAb sides and roof were jet black with smoke, they found 
the imhappy Tnptolemus Yellowley seated beside a fire made 
of dned sea- weed, mingled with some peats and wreck-wood ; 
his sole companion a bare-fxited, yellow-hUired ^ Zetland boy, 
■who acted occasionally os a kind of page to Claud Halcro, 
beanng his fiddle on liis shoulders, saddling his pony, and 
rendering him similar duties of kindly oliservauce. The dis- 

* YokuL, yes, sir , a Not -e expression, still in common use. 

+ The Bicker of Saint Magnus, a vessel of enormous diinensions, was 
preserved at Kirkwall, and presented to each Bwhop of the Orkneys. If 
the new iiicumoent was able to quaff it out at oue draught, which was a 
taskffor Hercules or Rone Mhor of Dun vegan, the omen bode^l a crop of 
ungual fertility 

f Luggie, a famous conjuror, w'as wont, when storms prevented him from 
going to his usual employment of hshing, to angle over a steep rock, at the 
place called, from hia name, Luggie's Knoll. At other times he drew up 
dressed food while they were out at sea, of which his comrades partook 
boldly from natural courage, witliout caniig who stood cook. The poor maw 
was finally condemned and burnt at Rcalloaay § Y<erto^ dear. 
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cx)nsolate agriculturist, for such his visage l)etokened him, 
displayed little surprise, and less animation, at the ^.rrival of 
the Udaller aud. hia companions, until, after the party hail 
drawn close to the fire (a neighbourhood which the dampness of 
the night air rendered far from disagreeable), the pannier w as * 
opened, and a tolerable supply of barley-bread* and hung-beef, 
brides a dask of bsandy (no doubt smaller than that which 
the relentless hand of Pacolet had emptied into the ocean), 
gave assurances of a tolerable supper, •Then, indeed, the 
worthy Factor grinned, chuckled, rubbed his hands, and in- 
quired a^er all friends at Burgh Westra • 

. When they had all partakgm of this needful refresl^ment, the 
Udaller repeated his mquift^ of Halcro, and more particularly 
of the Factor, how' they came to be qestled lu such a remote 
corSer at such an hour of night. * 

“ Maister Magnus Trsil,” said Triptolcinus, wdien a second 
cup had given bun spirits to tell his tide of woe, ‘‘ I would not 
have you think that it is a little thing that (bstiirlw me I 
(fftme of that grjpn that takes a sair wind to vshoke it I have 
seen many a Martinmas and many •a Whitsunday in Iny day, 
w'hilk arc the times peculiarly gnevous to those of my craft, 
and I could aye bide the bang , but I think I am like to be 
dungfOwer a’thegither in this damned countiy of yours — Gude, 
forgie me for swearing— -but evil communication corniptetb good • 
manners ” • • 

“ Now, Heaven guide us/' said the Udaller, ** v I at is the 
matter with the ipan? Why, man, if you will put yoi r plou^i 
into new' laifd, you must look to have it hank on a stone now 
and then — Yoi^ must set us an example of patience, seeing you 
came here for our improvement '' • 

‘*And the deil was in my feet when I did so,” said the 
Factor , “ I had better have set myseJf to improve the on 
Ciofihnaben,*' • 

“ But what IS It, after all,” said the litlaller, “ that has 
befallen youl — what is it that you complain of?” • 

“ Of everything that has chanced to me since I landed on 
this island, which I l^elieve was accursed at the very creation/’ 
said the agricultunst, and , assigned as a fitting station for 
somers, thieves, whores (I beg the ftdies' pardon), witches, 
bitches, and all evil spirits !” 

*‘By my faith, a goodly catalogue I” said Magnus^ '^and 
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thoro hoA )>ecn the day, that if I had heard you give out the 
iialf of it, I Bhould have turned improver myseJf, and have tried 
to amenci your manners with a cudgel " * , 

“ Eciir with me/' said the Factor, Maister Fowd, or Miuster 
IJdaller, or ’\vhatevcr else they may call you, and as you are 
strong l>e pitif\il, and consider the luckless lot of any mexpe- 
jienied i>erson who lights ujxm this eart(jly paradise of yours. 
Hi* asks for drink, they brmg him sour whey — no dispaiage- 
ment to your bran»ly, Fowd, which is excellent — You ask foi 
m(‘at, and they bring you sour silJocks that Satan miglit choke 
upon— You call y(sir labourers together, and bid them work , 
it {proves Saint Magnu.s’s day, or Smut Ih)nan’s da>, or some 
infcrual saint or other’s- -or else, pirha|w, they have come out 
ot he<l vMtli the wrong foot foremost, or they have seen an owl, 
or a rahhit has V^rossed' their path, or they have dreamed [)f a 
1 ousted horHe~--m short, nothing is f-o he done — Give them a 
and they work as if it buriujd their fingeis , but set 
them ‘to (lancvig, ftnd see ^^hen they Mill tire of funking and 
ilinginj;'” 

“And why fihouhl tli<>y, poor ImdiOi',” &aI(1 Claud Halcro, “Iw 
long as there are good hddJers to play to theih F’ 

“Ay, ay,” said Tiiptolemus, shaking his head, “you are a 
jirojiei fKirson to uphold them in such' a humour. W,ell, to 
pioeeed — 1 till a piece of my best ground, down coine.s u 
stuidy beggar that w'ants a kailyard, or a plant-a-eruive, as you 
call it, and he claps down an enclosure in the middle of my bit 
shot of corn, lus lightly as if he was baith laird and tenant , 
and gi\msay him wha likes, there he dibbles in hi» kail-]>lants • 
1 .sit doM'ii to my s<irrowful dinner, tlunking to have peace and 
quietness there at leiust , Avheii in comes one, Jtwo, three, four, or 
halba-dozen of skelpiiig long lads, from some foolery or anither, 
ini'^ca’ me for barnng my am door agaiii.st them, and eat up 
the host half of what my sister's providence — an(t she is not 
over lK>uutiful^ — has allotted for my dinner ! Then enters a 
witch^ with an ellwand in her hand, and she raises the w'ljud or 
lay.s^it, whiehev6r she likes, majors up and dowm my house as 
if she was mistress of it, ami 1 mn Ixmnden to thank Heaven it 
she carrier not the bmidsido of it away with her 

“ Still,” saul,,the FomlI, “ this is no answer to my question— 
ho^'* the foul liend I come to tind you at moorings here ?” 

“IhiAe patience, w^orthy sir,” replied ^he afflit tcHl Factor, 
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listen to what I have to say, for I fancy it will bo as well 
bi tell you the whole matter. Y ou must know', I ouee^ thought 
that I had gotte^j a small godsend, that*iniglit have made all 
these matters easier.” 

How ! a godsend ! Do you mean a WTCck, Master Factor F' 
exdauacd Magnus , ahamo upon you, that i^ioidd have set 
example to others 1” * 

“ It was no wreck,” sjud the Factor , “ but if you must needs 
know', it chanced that as I laiscd an hoartlfstano m one of the 
old chambers at Stourburgh (toi iiiy sistci is rymded tjjat thcio 
is little use m mair fireplaces about a house than one, tmd 1 
^yautfcd tlic stane to knock bear^upou), when, vvhiit shoi^d I light 
on but a hoiii full ol old coims, sihei the iiuiist tci*k of tlicm, but 
w'l' a bit sprinkling of gold among them too.’'^ Weel, 1 thought 
Ihisjt^as a dainty wundfa’, and so thou^Jlif Ihil^', .ind wo were 
the mair willing to put u|jiwdth a phu‘e where there were siccan 
braw^ nest *cggs — luid wc slade dowui the stane uuiinly over the 
horn, wdiKluseemed to me to be the very corftii(*(ij)ia, oi horn ot 
aliwiidauce , and ior farther security, Baby wad ^ isit the room 
miiy bo tw'enty times in the day, aiidrfnyscll at an on a kmc, to 
the boot of a’ that* 

* On my word, and a 'very pretty amuseiiient,” said (Uaud 
Halcfo^ “ Uj look over i! horn of one’s own siUer I question if 
glorious John Ihydeu ever enjoyed such a pastime m his lite — 
1 am very suie I never did ” . • 

“Yes, but you ioiget, Yarto Claud,” said the ITdalh «, “that 
the Factor w'os onl^ counting over tlie money for my i.ord thfi 
Chamberlain.* As he w so keen for his Lordship's lights in 
whales and wrecks, surely ho w'ould not forget him in treasure- 
trove ” * , • 

“A-hem! a-hem ' a he — he — hem!” ejaculated Tnptolemns, 
.seized at the moment with an awkwaud fit of eoughmg, — “no 
doiibt, my Lord’s, right m the matter would have Ix im con- 
sidered, being in the liaiid of one, though 1 say^it, as just as can 
be found in Angiwshire, let alone the Mearns But mark \vhat 
happened of late ! One day, as I W'cnt up to dee that all was 
safe and snug, and just to count out the share that sliould have 
bt^en lus Lordship’s — for surely the labourer, as one may call 
the finder, is worthy of his hiio — nay, «oiiie learned men say, 
tha^ when the finder, in point of trust and ni point of power, 
* Note K- Aalujoe coma fouud in Zttlaud. 
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representeth the dortiinub, or lord 8uj»enor, he taketh the whole , 
but let ,that pa^ss, aj a kittle question in apicibus juns^ as we 
wont to say at Saint Andrews — Well, sir and ladies, when I 
went to the upper charal>er, what should I see but an ugsome, 
ill-sha|KMl, and njost uncouth dwarf, that wanted but hoofs and 
horns to havfvmade an utter devil of him, counting over the 
very horalul of siller ' I am no timorous man, Master Fowd, 
but, judging that I should proceed with caution in such a 
matter — for I had' reiisoii to believe that there was devilry in 
it — I accosted him in Latin (whilk it la maist liecoining to 
sjieak to aught vhRk taketh upon it as a goblin), am) conjured 
him in nomine^ and so forth, with such words as my poor 
learning could funiish of a siiddentY, whilk, to say truth, were 
not so many, nor altog^dher so purely latineezed as might have 
been, had I nol been few years at college, and many ai the 
jdeugli AVell, sirs, he started at first, as one that heareth that 
V Inch he ex[KN!tH not , but presently recovering fiimsclf, he 
wauls on ine^ith his grey ecu, like a wild-cat, aiRi opens his 
mouth, whilk rese^iKed the mouth of an ov^n, for the dei^ a 
toiigue’^hc had in it, that' I could spy, and took u^ion his iigl} 
hoH altogether the air anrl lieanng of a bulf-dog, whilk I have 
seen loosed at a fair iqion a mad staig,* whereufKm I was* 
something daunted, and withdrew myself to c^ll upon sister 
Labv^ u ho fears neither dog nor devil, when there is in question 
tlie little }'cniiy siller And truly she raise to the fray as I hoe 
seen tlie Lindsays and Ogilvies bnstlo up, when Donald Mac- 
l)onnoch, or the like, made a stait down ^rae the Highlands 
on tlie bratw of Islay But an auld useless carlme, called Tronda 
Dronsdaughter (they might call her Drone the sell of her, 
vithout fai'^ber addition), flung herself light in my sister’s 
gate, and yellocJied and skirled, that you would have thought 
hei a whole generation of hounds , whereupon I judged it best 
to make ae yoking of it, and stop the pleugh until I got my 
sLstcr’a assistancf Whilk when I had don**, and we mounted 
tlie stair to the apartment in which the said dw'arf, devil, or 
other apparition, was to lie seen, dwarf, horn, and siller, were 
as clean gane as if the cat had lickit the place where I saw 
thwii ” 

Hero Triptolemua paused in his extraordinary narration, 
hile the rest of the party looked upon each other in surprise, 

* Youur unbmken horst* 
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and the Udaller. muttered to Claud Halcro — By all tokens, 
this must have been either the devil or Nicholas Stru^ptcr ; 
and, if it were him, iie is more of a goblm tfian e’er I gave him 
credit for, and shall be apt to rate him as such in future.” Then, 
addressing tlie Factor, he inquired — Saw ye nought how this 
dwarf of yours parteii company • 

“As I shall answer it, no,” replied Tnptolemus, with a 
cautious look around him, as if daunted by the recollection , 
“ neither I, nor Baby, who had her wits mofo about lier, not 
having seen this unseemly vision, could perceive any way by 
whilk he njade evasion Only Tronda said ?ihe saw him flee 
forth of the window of the west roundel of the auhi# house, 
upon a dragon, as she aveured^^ But, as the dragon is held a 
fabulous animal, I suld pronounce her averment to rest uj;you 
decepttS msus ” * * 

“ But, may we not ask farther,” said Brenda, stimulated by 
curiosity to know as much of her cousin Norna’s family as was 
possible, “ how all this oj)erated upon Master ^llowley, so 
as occasion his .being m this place at *sq||^uns(*asonable an 
hourl” ^ 

“ Seasonable it must be, Mistress Brenda, sini^e it brought 
dk into your sweet coiiy^any,” answ'^ored Claud Halcro, wdioso 
rnercuriai brain far outstripped the slow conceptions of the 
agriculturist, and who became imimtient of being so long silent 
“ To say the tnith, it was I, Mistress Brenda, who re(y>4jimeu‘(lod 
to our friend the Fa(‘tor, whose house I chanced to call it just 
after this mischance {and where, by the w'ay, owung doul» htas to 
the hurry of tbbir spirits, I was but j)Of)rly received), to make a 
visit to our other ffiend at Fitful Head, wi ll judging from certain 
points of the story, at* which my other and more particular fnend 
than either (lookmg at Magnus) may chance to lorm a" gniess, 
that they who break a heacl are the best to find a plaster. And 
as our friend tfie Factor scrupliid travelling on horseback, — in 
respect of some tumbles from our pr>nies” • , 

“ Which are incarnate devils,” said Tnptolemus,- aloud, mut- 
tering under his breath, “like every live thing that I have 
found in Zetland ” 

Fowd,” continued Ha\cro, “ I undertook to carry him 
to Fitful Head in my little boat, which GKes and Lean manage 
as if it were an Admiral’s barge full manned , and Master 
Triptolomus Yellowley will tell you how seiiman-like I pilot p<1 
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him to the little haven within a quarter of a mile of Noma’s 
dwelli^.” 

to lieav&n you luul brought me^as safe back again,” 
said the Factor. 

** Why, to be Hiiro,” replied the minstrel^ I am, ua glorious 
John says--, 

% 

‘ A during pilot in extremity, 

Pleased with the danger when the ^yaves go ‘high, 

I seek the storin — hut, for si calm unfit, 

Will Mtccr too near the sanda, to hUow my wit 

“ [ showed lit^e w'lt m eutniating myself to your charge,” 
said Tr^ptolomns , and you still less when you upset the bpat 
at the throat of the voe, as you call it, when even tlie pool 
ban II, lliat tvas niair than half drow^md, told you that you were 
<*airying‘too ifiuch Sfdl ^ and tium }e wwl fasten the the 

bit stick on the boat-side, that ye might have time to play on 
the liddle ” ’ * 

What ' r safd tlie Udaller, “ hiake fju^t.the shoots to the 
tlivviiit? a most ^nti^'ju^nalile practice, niaud Halcro ” t 

.“And sac came of I.^” icplied the agriculturist ; “ foi* the 
neis't lihist (and we are never lafig without ane m these parts) 
whoinl(‘d ns as a gudewife would whoinle a bowie, imd ne’er u 
tiling wad Maistcr. Halcro saye but hfs fiddle The p,uir bairn 
swam out like a water-spaniel, and I swattered hard for my 
life; wi' the help of ane ©f the oars ; and here we are, comfort- 
li‘ss creatures, that, till a good wind blew^ou here, had iiae- 
thing to eat but a mouthful of Norway nisk, that has mair 
sawdust than ryemcal in A, and tastes l\kor ,.turpentiiie than 
ouy thing else ” 

“ 1 tlioqglit we heard you veiy merry,”, said Brenda, “as we 
nune akuig the lieach ” 

“ Yo heard a 'fiddle, »Mistre.ss Brenda*” said the Factor, “and 
maybe ye may think there can be nae deartji, miss, where that 
18 skirling ^ I}ut then, it w^as Maister Claud Halcxo’s fiddle, 
wlulk, I aiu,apt to think, wail skirl at his father’s death-bed, 
01 ,at hi 3 ain/sae lalig as hia fingers could pinch the tbaimi. 
And it was nac snva’ aggravation to my miRfbrtnne to have him 
bumming a’ sorts of spnrigs — Norse and Scots, highland and 
Lawland, F^lisb and Italian-^ m ' my lug, as if nothing had 
bapjienod that w’as amiss, and w’e all in such stress and .pcr- 
plejnt>.’’ 



THE PIKATFl 


331 


♦ * 

“ Wh/, I told you sorrow would never rip:ht the boat, Factor,’* 
aaid the thoughtless minstrel, ** and I did my best to make you 
merry , if I faded, it was neither my fault uwr my hddlefa I 
have drawn the bo^ across it lieforc glorious John Dryden 
himself.’* » 

“ I will luiar no* stones about glorious Jol^n Drydcu,” 
answered the Udaller, wdio dreade(> Halcio’s narratives as 
much as Tnptolemua did hia, music, — I wdl hear nought ot 
iiim, but one stxiry to every' three kiwis of puucli, — it is our 
old fmction, you know. But tell me, instead, what said Nhrna 
to you about your errarnU*’ , * 

Ay, there was anitlier fine upshot,’’ siud Master Yellow lev 
“ Sh‘e wadna look at iw, or listen *to luf, only slic botlierttd our 
> acquaintance, Miister Halero here, wd^o thought he cmild have; 
sae miie^ to say wi’ her, witJi about a seor^^orf questions about 
your family and household estate, Miustcr Magium 'I’loil , and 
wheji sli(‘ had* gotten a’ she wanted out of him, 1 thought she 
yvad hae dung him owut the craig, like an empty*pc!q;o(L’’ * 

“ And for yourself” Haul the Udaller ^ 

“ .^le wadna listeif to my story, nor hqar saolnueh as a woid 
that I had to say," aiuw'ered TrqiUjIemps*; and sae much for 
thgm that seek to witches and familiar spinU 

“You needed lud to hti^^e hud reeodi.se to Noma’s wusdom, 

' Master Fifetor,” said Minna, pot uiiwullmg, perha[>s, to stop liis 
lading against the Ineml who had w) lafcly rendered lier servqcfc , 

“ the youngast child m Orkney could have told you,' th luiry 
tniUsures, if they are not wisely employ oil forthe good of u.hers, ' 
as well os ot tlij^ tii^whom they arc imfiartcd, do not iiwell 
long with their p^isHessors ” 

“,Your humble servant to eonunuiid, IMistress Minnie," said 
Tnptolemus , “I thank* ye for the hint, — and I am blithe that 
you have gotten your wdts — I kg pardon,^! mount your health 
— into the bam-y^acd again. For "the treasum, I neitluT us<al 
nor abu.sod it — they fhat live m the house w i^li my sister Ba]»y 
w'ad find it hard to do either *— and as for speaking oT it, whilk 
they say muckle oficndxs them whom we m Scotland call Good 
Neighbours, and you (nil Drown, the face of the auJd Norse 
kings . on the (xjms themselves might have bpokqn as mucli 
about it as ever I dicL” * ^ 

“The Factor/* said Claud Halero, not uiiwillmg to seize the 
opportunity of revenging himself on Tnptolemus, for disgracing 
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his seamanship and disparji^ng bis music, — “ The Factor was 
so scpipulous, as to keep the thing quiet even from his master, 
the Lord Chamberlain , but, now that ^the matter has ta’en 
wind, he is likely to have to account to his master for tbal 
which 18 no longer in his jiossesaion , for the Lord Chamberlain 
will be in no liurry, I think, to believe the story of the dwarf 
Neither do I think” (winKing to the Udaller) “ that Noma gave 
cr(‘dit to a word of so odd a story , and I daresay that was the 
letison tliat she’ received us, I must nee<is say, in a very dry 
inamuT I rather think she knew that Triptolemiis, our fnend 
here, had found some other hiding-hole for the money, and that 
the st/or}’’ ol the goblin was all his own invention For my 
part, I will never believe there was such a dwarf to be seen aa 
the cr<iatiire Master Yellowley describes, until I set my own 
eyes on him ^ 

Then you may do so at thw moment,” said the Factor , 

“for by ” (he muttered a deep asseveration as he sprung 

on his feetain great horror), “there the creature is 

Jill till lied thear eyes in the direction in which he printed, 
and saw the hideous ii isshapen figure of Pacolet, with his eyes 
fixed and glaring at them through the smoke He had stolen 
uj)on their conversation uiiperceived, until the Factor’s :ye 
lighted iipim him in the manner We have descnbgd There 
w'Jis something so gliastly iii his sudden and unexjieeted appear- 
ance, tJiat even tlie Udaller, to w'hoin his fomi was familiar, 
could not help starting Neither pleased wuth himself for 
having testified this degree of emotion, however slight, nor 
wuth the dw'art w^ho had given cause to it, Magnus asked him 
sharply, what w^as his business there “? Pacolet replied by pn>- 
ducing aj letter, whu'h he gave to the Udaller, uttenng a sound 
reseiublmg the word Shotjh * 

“That is the Highlandman’s language,” said the Udaller — 
“didst thou learn that, Nicholas, when you lost your own?” 

Pacolet, nodded, and signed to him to read his letter 

“ Tiiat IS no such easy matter by firelight, my good friend,” 
replied the' Udaller , “but it may concern ^nna, and w'e 
must try,” 

Brenda offered her assistance, but the Udaller answered, 
^ No, no, jny girl,- -Noma’s letters must be read by those they 
are written to. Give the knave, Strumpfer, a drop of brandy 
* la Gaelic, there. 
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the while, though lie little deserves it at uiy hands, considering 
the grm with 'which he sent the good Nantz down the crag this 
morning, as if it had been as much ditch-water.” * 

** WiU you be this^honest gentleman’s cup-bearer — his Gany- 
mede, friend Yellow ley, or shall I f ’ said Claud Halcro aside 
to the Fact<or, while' Magnus Ti*oil, having caiefiiUy wiped his 
spectacles, which he produced from -a large copi>er case, had 
disposed them on his nose, and w^as studying the epistle of 
Noma. 

“I would not touch him, or go near him, fur all tlic^ Corse 
of Gowne,” said the Factor, whose fears wore * by no means 
entirely removed, though be saw that the dwarf was received 
as a creature of desh and blood* by the rest of the company , 
])ut I pray you to ask him ^liat he h;us done wuth my Imrti 
of com#]” • • • 

The dwarf', wdio he^rd question, threw back his head, 
and displayed his enormous throat, pointing to it with Ins 
huger • ^ • 

J^ay, if be bas swallowed them, there^is no more to be 
said,*^ replied the FJetor, “only 1 hojx^he will thrive on tliem 
as a cow on wet olovCr He is dame Norna's servant, it’s like, 
-^such man, such misticss * But if theft and witchi'niit are to 
go unpunished m this land, my Lord must find another factoi , 
for I have been xii^d to live in a country where men s w’orldly 
gear wms keepit from mfang and outfang thief, as well as Jkeir 
immortal souls from the claws of the deil and his cumn cis-- 
Rain and save us I” 

The agricultHnst p<^rhap8 the less rcservwl in exyin-ssuig 
his complaints, that the Udaller was for the pny^eut out of 
hearmg, having ih^wn Claud Halcro apart into anotj^ier corner 
of the hut 

“ And tell me,” said he, “ friend HaJ^^ro, whaf errand biok 
thee to Sumbiirghj since 1 reckon it whk scarce the mere 
pleasure of sailing m partnership with yonder bajiiaclel” 

“In faith, Fowd,” said the bard, “and if you wll-have the 
truth, I went to speak to Noma on your affairs ” * 

“ On my aflfeirs ]” replied the Udaller , “ on what affairs of 
mine?” 

“ Just touching your daughters health. « I hcard^ that Noma 
refused your message, and w’ould not see Eric Scam bister. Now. 
said I to myself, I have scarce joyed in meat, or drink, or mu«iic. 
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or aught else, since Yarta Minna has been so ill ; and I iiia> say, 
literally as well as figuratively, that ray day and night hare 
been feade sorrowbil to me. In short, I ^thought 1 might hare 
some more interest with old Noma than another, as scalds and 
wise women were always accounted something akin , and I 
undertixik tjie journey with the hope to 1)e of some use to my 
old friend and his lovely daughter,” 

“ And It w^fis most kindly done of you, good warm-hearted 
Claud/' hfud the UdaJlor, shaking him warmly by the hand, — 
“ 1 e\;er said you showed the goes] old Norse heart amongst all 
thy fiddling an«(! thy folly. — Tuf, man, never wince for the 
matter, but be blithe that thy heart is better than thy Imad 
AVell, — and I warrant you got no answer from Norna?” 

“ None to purprwe/’ replied Claud Halcro , “ but she held 
mo close to questivif al>out Minna’s illness, too, — and I Void her 
how I had met her abroad the other morning in no very good 
weather, and liow her sister Brenda said she had hurt her fcK)t , 
— in shoit,,T told her all and everything I knew ” 

“ And somethutg more liesides, it would seem,” Siiid' the 
UduM(?r , “ for I, at least, never heard before that Minna had 
hurt Imrsclf ” ' 

“Ob, a scratch ' a mere scratch said the old man ; “liHit 
J was startled alwuit it — terrified last' it had lieen the, bite of a 
dog, or some hurt from a venomous thing d told all to Noma 
ho^.'cver ” 

“Anil what,” answered the Udallcr, “did she say, in the 
way of repl> V[ 

“ She bade me l»egone alwut my business, aiid told me that 
the issue would l>e known at the Kirkwall Fair , and said just 
the like tq, this noodle of a Factor — it wa;« all that either of us 
got for our labour,” said Ilalcro. 

“That is strungc/'fcBaid Magnus. “ My kinsw'oman writes 
mo in this letter not to fad going thither ;with*my daughters. 
This Fair nm^ strongly in her head; — one would think she 
mtendod to* lead the market, and yet she has nothing to buy 
or to sell there that I know' of. And so you came away as 
wise as you went, and swamped your boat at the mguth of the 
voe1“ 

“Why, bpw could I help ilt” said the poet. “I had set 
the lx)y to steer, attd as the fiaw came suddenly ofif shore, I 
could not let go the tack and play on the fiddle at the some 
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tiina iftit it is all well (mough, — salt water never liormod 
Zetlander, so as he could get out of it ; and, as Heaven would 
have it, we were within man's depth of the shore, and chancing 
to find this skio, we Should have done well enough, with shelter 
and fire, and are much better than well with your good cheer 
and good company. •But it wears late, and Nig^t and Day 
roust be both as sleepy as old Midnight can make them There 
IS an inner crib here, where the fishers slept, — somewhat frag- 
rant Math the smell of iheir fish, but that is wholasome. Tliey 
shall bestow themselves there, with the help of what yloaks 
you have, and then we will have one oup of Jtmindy, and one 
stave of glorious John, or somo little trifle of my own, jnd so 
slcef) as sound as cobblers.” , * 

“ Two glasses of brandy, if y<ni please,” said the Udaller, if 
our stoiips do not run dry, but not a •stave of glorious 
John, or of anyone else fco-uigjit ” 

And this being arranged and ex(*cuttHl agreeably to the 
pererajitory pleasure of the Udaller, the whole partjj (jonsignM 
thein^lvcs to slumber for the night, and ^on the next day 
deparW for their several Imb^tations, .Claud Halcro himing 
[ireviously arrarigtMi with the Udaller that he M'ould accomi>auy 
hi|p and hw daughters on their projxised visit to Kirkwall 


CnAi;TER THIRTY-FIRST. 

'* By this hand, thou tlunk'fit me jsa far lu the devil'^ book as thou and 
Falaton', for obdurtfey an«l peraiatency Let the eu<l try tlje inan . 
Albea I could tell td thee (aa to one it pleoaca me, h>rTault of a 
liettor, to caU my fneiul), t could be sa<i, and sad iiulii^d loo " 

• Hexky IV. Part II 

• 

Wb imnst now change the scene from Zetland Orkney, and 
request our readers to accomjiony us to the nuns of mi elegant, 
though ancient structure, talleil the Earl’s Palace * Thc<se re- 
mains, though much dilapidateil, still exist in the neighkiurhood 
of the maisfiive and venerable pile, which Korwegign devotion 
dedicated to Saint Magnus the Martyr, and, Ixiing ^ontiguotw 
to the Bishop’s Palace, which is also ruinous, the place is im- 
prisssive, as exhibiting vestiges of the mutations both in Church 
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and State ^hich have affected Orkney, a« well as countiries more 
exjKJsed to such conmlsions. Several parts of these ruinous 
buildings might be selected (under suitable modifications) as the 
mmlel of a Gothic mansion, provided arcfiitects would be con- 
tented rather to imitate what is really beautiful in that species 
of build ing,^than to make a medley of the* caprices of the order, 
confounding the military, ecclesiastical, and domestic styles of 
all ages at random, with additional fantasies and combinations 
of their own device, all formed out of the builder s brain.” 

The Pkil’s Palace forms three sides of an oblong square, and 
has, even in fts /uins, the air of an elegant yet massive struc- 
ture, uniting, as was usual in thf residence of fsudal princes, 
the cfianwter of a palace and'of^a castle. A great banqueting- 
hfdl, c.onimunicatmg with several large rounds, or projecting 
tiirrct'roonii+, aiuk having at either end an unmense r^^hminey, 
tcjHtificvS the ancient Northern hospitality of the Earls of Ork- 
ney, and wHumiuiK^ates, almost in the -«iodern tashion, with a 
gallery, or witiidrawing rooiu, of cxuTe 8 })onding dimensions, and 
having, liKO the liall, its projecting tunets. The lordly hall 
itsQlf 18 lighted f)y affine Gothic window of shafted .st^ne at 
one end, and is entered by a’ spacious » and ele^nt staircase, 
coiLsistiiig of tliree flights of stone steps The extenor orna- 
ments and proportions of the ancient building are also \^ry 
handsome, but, Wing totally imt^otected, this remnuit of the 
j¥Jinp and gnindeui of Earls, who assumed Che license as well aa 
the dignity of petty sovereigns, is now* fast cnimblmg to decay, 
and has suflered considerably since the date of our story. 

With folded anns and dowmc^ifit look)*, the ^pirate Cleveland 
was pacing slowly the ruined hall which we have just described , 
a place of retirement which he had probably chrmen liet^use it 
was disfaut from public resort. His 'dress was considerably 
altered from that wliich he usually wore in Zetland, and seemed 
a sort of uniform, richly laced, and exhibiting no small quantity 
of embroidery , a hat with a plume, and a small sword very 
handsomely mounted, then the constant companion of every 
one who assumed the rank of a gentleman, showed his preten- 
^ons to that character. But if his exterior was so far improved, 
it seemed to be otlierwise with his health and spirits, was 
pdc, and had lost^both the iSre of his eyes and the vivacity of 
bis ^tep, 'and his whole appearance indicated melandioly of 
mind, or suffering of body, or a combination of both evils. 
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A« develiUKl thus paced these ancient mins, a j^oiing man, 
of a light and slender form, whose showy dnm seemed to have 
been studied with care, yet exhibitml jnor<^ extravagancis than 
judgment or taate, i^hoae manner was a jaunty aflFectatioii of the 
free and easy rake of the period, and the expression of whose 
coimtenanco was lively, with a cast of effrontery, tripped up the 
btaircaae, entered the hall, and presauted himself Cleveland, 
who merely nodded to him, and pulling Ins hat deojmr over his 
brows, resumed his solitary and discontented promenade. 

The stranger mljustod his own hat, nodded in return, took 
snuff, with the air of a jutu vtaftre, from a jichly chas^ gold 
box, offered* it to Cleveland as he passeii, and being repulsed 
rather coldly, replaced the boje m his pocket, folded his firms in 
his turn, and sttvxl looking with fixed attention on his motions 
w'hose^olitiide he had lutemipteil At len^tii Cloyolaud stopped 
short, as if impatient of being longer the subject of hm observa- 
tion, and saul abruptly, Why wm I not be left alone for half- 
an-hour, and what the devil is it that you want'l" • 

I am glad you sfioko first,” answered the slninger C4ire- 
less^ , ” I >vas dctermineil to know whetlnfr you wxtc Clement 
Cleveland, or Clevcbind’s ghost, and tlfey say ghosts never take 
jjie first word, so I now set it down for yourwilf m lil’e and limb , 
and here is a fine old hwly-house you Lave found out for an 
owl to Ifide himself in at midday, or a ghost to revisit the pale 
glunjises of the moon, os the divine Shaksjx^are says " , 

•‘Well, well,” aiLswi»recl Clevelaml, abruptly, “yo»r jbat is 
made, and now let us have your earnest/' ^ 

In earnest, theiif Captain Cleveland,’' replied his ocui oamon, 

I think you know me for your friend ” 

“ I am content suppose so,” said Cleveland 
It is more than* supposition,” replied the young man ; “ I 
have proved it — ^jiroved it both here and elsewhere.” 

‘^Well, well,” answered Cleveland, “t admit* you have been 
always a friendly ftllow — and what thenl” 

‘‘Well, well — and what theni” replied the tether, “this is 
but a brief way of thanking folk Look you, Captain, here is 
Benson, Barlowe, Dick Fletcher, and a few others of us who 
wished you well, have kept your old comrade Captain Goffe in 
these seas upon the look-out fsr you, when he 'and Hawkins, 
and the greater pert of tJie Bhip*s comitany, would -fain have 
been down on the Spanish Main, and at the old trade.” 

TOL. XIH. 2 . 
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And I wifth to God tliat you had all gone about your bwtt 
ness,’* »aid Cleveland, “ and left me to my fate.” 

“ Which would Wave been to be mfonne<l^againBt and hang<^, 
Captain, the first time that any of these Dutch or English 
roHcalH, whom you have lightened of their corgoea, came to set 
their eyes uf^oii you , and no place more ‘likely to meet with 
seafaring men, than m thdtee islands. And here, to screen you 
from such a risk, we have been wasting our precious time, till 
folk are grown very jiecry , and when we have no more goods 
or money U> spend amongst them, the fellows will be for grab- 
bing the ship.” 

“Well, then, why do you not ^1 off without said 
(Cleveland — “There has been tar partition, and all have had 
their share — let all do as they liKe I have lost my ship, and 
having been once L Captain, I will not go to sea unde: com- 
mand of Goffc, or any other mar Besides, you know well 
enough tliat Vioth Hawkins and he bear me ill-M’ilf for keeping 
thefn from «ink1ng the Siianish bng, with the poor devils of 
negroes on board,” 

“Wiiy^ what the fold fiend is the matter with tbeeT' said 
Ills companion “ Arc you Clement Clevelaiid, our own old true- 
hearted Clem of the Clench, and do you talk of being afraid 
Hawkins and Goffe, and a sixire of sucii fellows, when you have 
myself, and Barlowe, and Dick Fletcher at ypur back j When 
Wat/ It we (lesca-tcHl you, either m council or in fight, that you 
should be afraid of our flim*hmg nowl And as for serving 
under Goffe, I hope it is no new thing for gentlemen of fortune 
who are going on the account, to change* a Crptain now and 
then 1 Let us alone for that, — Captain you shall be , for death 
rock me asleep if I serve under that fellow Goffe, who is as 
very a bloodhound as ever sucked bitch 1 No, no, I thank yon 
— my Captain must hnve a little of the gentleman about him, 
howHoever. Besides, you know, it was you who first dipped my 
hands in the dirty water, and turned me from a stroller by lanil, 
to a rover by sea.” 

“Alas, poor Bunce^” said Cleveland, “you owe me little 
thanks for that service.” 

“ That IS a§ you take it,” replied Bunce ; “ for my part I see 
no harm in levying contributiohs on the public either one way 
OT t’other* but I wish you would forget that name of Bunce, 
and call me Altamont, ib I have often desired you to do, I 
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hope a gentleman of the roving trade has as good a right to 
have an alias as a stroller, and I never s^eppod on tha boards 
bat what I was Akamont at tha least/* 

“Well, then, Jack Altamont,” replied Cleveland, “since 
Altamont is the word” 

“ Yes, but, Captain, Jack i& not .the word, though Altamont 
be so. Jack Altamont — why, *tis a velvet (x>at with paper lace 
— Let it be Frederick, Captain ; Frederick Altamont w all of a 
piece.” 

“ Fredcnck be it then, with all my heart,*’ -said Cleveland ; 
“ and prayj«ll me, which of your names wdf sound best at the 
head of the Last Speech, Coirfossion, and Dying Wordtiiof John 
Bunce, altos Frederick Altan^nt, who was this morning hanged 
at Execution Dock, for the crime of IJ^qfcy ^pf)n the High 
Seasr* 

“ Faith, I cannot answdt that question, without another can 
of grog, Captain , so if yon will go down witlj me to Bet *Hal- 
dane’s on the quay, I will liestow some thought cffi the matter, 
wifti the help ^f «• right pipe of Trmidadcff We will have the 
gallon bowl filled yitli the best stuff you ever tast<Kl,*and I 
know some smart wenches who will help us to drain it. But 
^ou shake your head“-^ou*re not i* the vein? — Well, then, I 
will stay with you , for by this hand, Clem, you shift me not 
off. Only I will ferret you out of this burrow of old stones^ and 
carry you into sunshine and fair air - Where shall we»go7” 

“ Where you w'ill,’* said Cleveland, “ so that you keep out of^ 
the way of our own^rascals, and all others ” 

“Why, then,” replied Bunce, “you and I will go u]' to tin* 
Hill of Wliitford^ which overlooks the town, luui walk together 
as gravely and honestly as a pair of well employed ilttorneys ” 

Aa th^ proceeded to leave the ruinous castle, Bunce, turn- 
ing back to look at it, thus addressed companion . — 

“ Hark ye,* Captain, dost thou know who last mliabited this 
old cockloft ?” • • 

“ An Earl of the Orkneqrs, they say,” replied Cleveland. 

“And are you avised what d^th he died of?/ said Bunce, 
“ for I have heard that it was of a tight neck collar — a hempen 
fever, or the like.” 

“ The people here do say,” replied Cleveland, that his 
Lordship, some hundred years ago, bad the mishap to become 
acquaint^ with the nature of a loop and a leap in the air.” 
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‘Why, la yo theie nw sfiid Buhcc^ ‘‘there was ftome 
credit ly being: hangtHl'in those days, and in such worshipful 
comiiaiiy. And what might hjs lordship haj-^e done to descry© 
such promotion?" 

“Plundered the liege subjects, they say,”jeplied Cleveland; 
“ slam and wotuided tlieui, iircfl ujs)!! bis Majesty’s flag, and so 
forth " 

“ Near akin to a geiitleimin ro\er, then," said Bunce, making 
a theatrinil bow towards tlie old building, “and, therefore, 
my most potent, grave, and reveiend Signior Earl, I crave 
leave to call y<m ifty loving cousin, and bid you most heartily 
luliou (I leave you in the good^coinfiany of rats and mice, and 
80 forth, and I lairy with me an honest gentleman, who, having 
of late harl no more heart than a mouse, is now desirous to nm 
away from Ins* proleftsion and friends like a rat, and 'fi^ould 
therefore be a most httmg denizen of your Eurlship’s palace " 

“I would adiise you not to speak so loud, my good friend 
P''roden(k Altamdiit, or John Bunce,*’ said Clcvoland , “when 
you were on tlio stage, you might safejy rant as loud as ;,oii 
listed p but in your prcfcent jrrofession, of which you are" so 
loud, every man spe^rika imdei eorreetion of the yard-arm and 
a running noose " 

The comrades left the little towm of forkwall in siler)ce, and 
,‘i8<;ended tire Hill of Wlirtford, which raises brow of dark 
heatfr,'^uriinteiTupted by enclosures, or cultivation of any kind, 
to the northward of the ancient Burgh of Samt Magnus The 
^laiu at the hurt of tire hill was already occupied by numbers 
of [Hirsona who wore engaged in making projmriitions for the 
Fair of Saint 011a, to Ire licld ujion the ensuing day, and which 
fonna a gereral rendezvous to all the neighbouring islands of 
Orkney, and is even frequented by many persons from the 
more dintaut archifrelagc of Zetland. It is, in the words of the 
Proclamation, “a free Mercat and Fair, holden*at the good 
Burgh of Kirkwill on the third of August, being Saint Olla’s 
day,” and CAintmuing for an indefinit© space thereafter, extending 
from three divys to a we^, and upwanls. The fair is of great 
antiquity, and derives its name from Olaus, Olave, OUaw, the cele- 
brated I^loiiarcli of Norway, who^ rather by the ecige of his sword 
than any milder argi^ent, introduced Christianity into thesse 
isles, and wus resfiected as the patron of Kirkwall some time 
before he shareil that honour with Siunt Magnus the Martyr. 
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It was no of Cleveland's purpose to iniu^^le in the buny 
scene which was here going on , and, turning their route to 
the left, they soon ascended iiitt> iindislurlied snlitirtie, stivo 
where the grouse* more plentiful in Orkney, perhaps, than 
in any other part of the British dominions, rose ui covey, and 
went off before thfem.* Having continuefl to ascend till tlit'y 
had well-nigh reached the Kunimrt of the conical hill, Iwtli 
turned round, as with one couHcnt, to look at and mlmiro the 
prospect beneath. - , 

The lively bustle which extended iKitwccn the foot of the hill 
an town, gave life and variety to that phrt of tfio scene , 
then was teen the town itself, out of whicli tirosc, lik(* a great- 
mass, superior in proixirtioi^ fw? it seemed to the wlutfi* burgli, 
the jmeieut Cathedral of Sahit Magnun, of this h(iavi<«t order 
of 0%thic architecture, but grand, soleinif, s-nd j^atcly, the w^ork 
of a distant age, and ol n^powerful Innid The quay, with tlu' 
shipping, hint additional \ ivacily to the si'ene ; and not only 
the whole teiutitul bay, which be^ ]>ctwixtii thj ]^romoiftornw 
nfilugaiie»s and yuauterness, at tlie bottom of which Kiikwall 
is •situated, but Ml the stui, wi far visible, and in p^ticulai . 
the whole strait b<t.wixt the island of iSluipinsha and tliat called 
•Pomona, or the Maiulaml, was covered ami enlivened by a 
viwietj of boats and sitftiU vessels, freagliUjd from distant islanrls 
to convey fias'^eTAgers or merchandise U) the Fair of Saint Oila < 
Having attaiiH54] the [Kiint by which this fair and bus^ pro- * 
sfiect w^as most (?oiiipleteIy oommamhMl, cadi of th<^ strangers, 
m seaman fasluon, hml recourse to his K[>y-glass, to insist tUi 
naked eye in*(ioiisifleimg the bay of Kirkwall, ami tiic .mmcrous 
vesvsels by wdiich it was traversed But the attention ol tlic two 
companions seeifieil to l>e arrested by (ldf(‘rcnt objects That of 
Bunce, or Altamoiit, as he chose to call Inmsell, was nvetted to 
the armed sloop, wlicre, conspicuous by iicr square rigging and 
lengtli of b«aiii, with the English Jack and pennon, which they 
had the precaution to kwp flying, she lay ainong the irier hant 
vessels, as distinguished from them by the trim iiiatncss of her 
appearance, as a trained soldier amongst a < rowtl of clow ns 
‘‘ Yonder she lie^,” said Bunce , ** I wish to (PmI she was in 

the bay of Honduras — you Captain, on tlie quiyU-r d<x;k, I your 

• 

* It li very curious that the grouse, plenty if Orkney ai the U*xt declares, 
fthould be totally unkuoMm in tbe ueigUiiaunng arrbipelago (A Zetland whicl 
is only about slaty miles’ tliKtan^e, with the Fair l«le an a betwaoR. 
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lieutenant, and Fletcher quarter-master, and fifty stout fellows 
under us — I should not wish to see these blast^ heaths and 
rocks a^in for a whi]e . — And Captain you shall soon be. The 
old brute Goffe gets drunk as a loni every 'day, swaggers, and 
shoots, and cuts among the crew , and besides, he has quarrelled 
with the f>eople here so damnably, that they will scarce let 
water or provisions go on board of us, and we expect an open 
breach every day.” 

As Bunce received no answer, he turned short round on hw 
comj)anion, and, perceiving his attention otherwise engaged, 
exclaimed, — “ What the devil is tlie matter with you ? or what 
can you see in alf that trumpery small craft, whidh is only 
lomled w^th stock-fish, and ling, smoked geese, and tubs of 
butter that is worse than tallow 'I — the cargoes of the whole 
lunijierl together woi^ht not be worth the flash of a pistol. No, 
no, give me such a eliase as we might see from the mast-head 
off the island of Tnnidado, Your l)oii, rolling as deep in the 
water, as a grampus, deej>-loaden w^ith rum, sugar, and bales 
of tobacco, arftl all the rest ingots, moidores, and gold dui^,, 
. then set all sail, cleAr the deck, stand to quarters, up wkh 
the Jolly Roger* — we near her — we make bT out to be well 
manned and armed” 

Twenty guns on her lower deck,” said Cleveland. 

Forty, if you will,” retorted Bunce, " and we have but ten 
mounted — never mind The Don blazes away — never mind 
yet, my brr ve lads — run her alongside, and on board with you 
— to work with your grenadoes, your cutlasses, pole-axes, and 
pistoli? — Tlie Don cries Misencordia, and wo share the cargo 
without CO licnu'w, 

**By my faith,” said Cleveland, ‘'thou takest so kindly to 
tlie tr^e, th^Ct all the world may see that do honest man was 
spoiled when you wej-e made a pirate. But you shall not pre- 
vail on me to go farther in the devil's road with you ; for you 
know yourself that what is got over Ills back is'spent — you wot 
how. In a w6ek»**or a month at most, the nun and the sugar 
are out, the bales of tobacco have become smoke, the moidores, 
inpits, and gold dust have got out of our hanils, int<i those of 
the quiet, hon^t, conscientious folks who dwell at Port 'Royid 
and elsewhere— wink hard on our trade as long as we have 

• The pjrstes give this name to the hlack flag, which, with many hi>r 
nhla devtcee toiithaiice it« UuTont, was their favourite enaign. 
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money, but not a jot beyond. Then we have cx)ld looks, and 
it may be a hint is given to the Judge Marshal ; for, when our 
pockets are worth uothmg, our honest friends, rather thfw want, 
will moke money u^on our heads Then comes a high gallows 
and a short halter, and so dies the Gentleman Rover. I tell 
thee, I wdll leave fhis trade , and when I turn my glass from 
one of these barks and boats to another, there nf not the worst 
of them which I would not row for life, rather than continue 
to be what I have been These poor men make the sea a 
means of honest livelihood and friendly communication between 
shore and shore, for the mutual benefit of the inhabitants , but 
Ve have Aade it a rood to the rum of others, and to our own 
destruction here and m et^nflty. — I am detenninedi to turn 
honest man, and use this lifer no longer I ” 

‘‘%lnd where will your honesty take up jts aljCMle, if it please 
you said Buiice — “ Xpu have broken the laws of every 
nation, and the hand of the law will detect and crush you 
wherever you may take refuge. — Cleveland^ I sjxuik tp you 
UKire seriously than I am wont to do I haveliad my refice- 
tiftns, too, and tlley have been bad eriou|:h, though they have 
lasted but a few minutes, to spoil me weeks of joviality. But 
• here is the matter, — what can we do but go on as wo have done, 
unless we have a direct purpKwe of adonimg the yard-arm ?” 

“We may cljiiim the benefit of the jiroclamation to those of, 
our sort who come in and surrender,” wild Cleveland. • 

“ Umph answered his companion, dnly , “ the date’of that 
day of grace has been for wime time over, and they may take 
the [xmalty tr grant the (lordon at tlieir pleasure. W le I yofi, 

I would not put my neck m such a venture ” 

“ Why, others have l>eeii admitted but lately to favour, and 
w^hy should not 1 1” said Cleveland. • 

“ Ay,” replied lus assmuate, “ Harry Glasby and some others 
have been spared ; but Glasby did wh^t was ciilled gfxxl service, 
in betraying his comrades, and retaking the Jolly Fortune; 
and that I think you would scorn, even he wvenged of the 
brute Goffe yonder.” 

“ I would die a thousand times sooner,” sanl Cleveland, 

' “ I will be sworn for it,” said Bunce , “ and the others were 
forecastle fellows — petty laroeny revues, scared worth the hemp 
it would have cost to hang them. Bilit your came has stood 
uio high amongst the gentlemen of fortune for you to get off so 
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easily. "You are the prime buck of the henl, and will be 
marked accordingly ” 

**AiM why f!o, > yiray you^” said Cleveland , “you know 
well enough my aim, .lack ” 

Frederick, if you plcane,^* said Bunce. 

“The devil^ take your folly ’ — Prithee keep thy wit, and let 
us }>e grave for a moment ”” 

“ For a moment — be it so," said Bunco , “ but I feel tlio 
Bjiint of Altamoiit coming fast upon me, — I liave lieen a grave 
man for ten minutes already ” 

“ Be HO then Tor a little longtT," said Cleveland , I know, 
Jack, that you really love me ; and, since we have come thus 
far in tills talk, I will trust you oiitirely. Now tell me, why 
should I be refused the })enefit of this gracious proclamation 1 
I have home a.'ongk outside, fis thou knoweat ; but, in time of 
need, I can show tlic number of lives which 1 have been the 
means of saving, the projKiity Mhich I have restored to those 
who owned i^, vvdien, without my intercession, it would have 
been wantonly destro;jed In shoit, Bunc*e, I^can show'* *• 

“ That you M’cre as gentle a thief as Robin Hood himseff,*' 
said Bunco , “ and, for that reason, I, Fletcher, and the lietter 
Bort among us, lo\ e you, as one who saves the character of us* 
Gentlemen Rovers 1mm utter reprobatioit. — Well, supjxise your 
paidon made out, what are you to do next 'l<*-what class ui 
society >vill lereive you?-— with whom will ^ou associate? 'Old 
Hnike, in Bess's time, could plunder Peni and Mexico 

'vyitliout a line of rxnnnnssion to show for it, and, blessed be her 
memory ' be was knighted for it on his return AAid there was 
Hal Morgan, tlio Welshman, ncfirer our time, in the days of 
merry King Charles, bi ought all his gettings '’home, had hia 
estate and liil' country-house, and who but he? But that ia all 
ended now — once a pirat^ and an outcast for ever. The pix»r 
devil may go and bve, shunned and despised ,by every one, in 
Bomo obscure seaport, witli such part of his guilty earnings as 
courtiers and (flerts leave him— for pardons do not pass the 
seals for nothing \ — and, when he takes his walk along the, pier, 
if ir stranger asks, who js the down-looking, swarthy, melan- 
choly man, for u horn all make way, as if he brought the plague 
in his person, the ausweii ^ the par- 

doned pirate !— ^iio holiest man will speak to him, no woman 
of repute will give liim her hand,” 
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“ Your picture is too highly coloured, Jack,” said Clcvehuul, 
suddenly iuterruptiug his frieud , “ there are women — there is 
one at least that wpuld l>e true to her lover^^evon if he wen^ 
what you have described *’ 

Bunco was silent. for a moment, and looked fixe^lly at his 
friend. By my soul he said, at length, ** I brjgin to think 
myself a conjuror. Unlikely as It all was, I could not help 
suspecting from the beginning that there was a girl in the case. 
AVh’y, this is w^orso than Prmce Volscms in lofe,’ha ! ha ! ha !” 

** Laugh as you will,” said Cleveland, “it is l^rue , — tlicrc its 
a maiden v;ho is contented to love me, piratef as 1 am ; and I 
wull fairly own to yon, Jack, that, thougli I have often times 
detested our roving life, and ifiyself for following it, yet 1 doubt 
if I could have found iiw)lution to make the breiik which J 
have now resolved on, but for her sake.” ^ 

“Why, then, God-a-iuerry !” replied Bunce, “there is no 
H[>eaking sense to a madman , and love in one of your trade, 
Cajitain, is little lietter than lunacy. The glrUmi^t b(! a lare 
crcifture, for a wiso^naii to risk hanging fordier But, liark ye, 
may* slio not be a little touched, aa vndl as yourself! — runl is 
it not sympathy thaf has done it! She cannot l )0 (me of oui 
flfduiary cockatu^^cs, but a girl of condm^t and character ” 

“ Botii are a« iindoubled as that she is the most beautiful 
and bewitching «*euturo whom the eye ever ojiened ujion,” 
answenjd Cleveland '' 

“ And she loves thee, knowing thcc, most noble Gaf»t:un, to 
lie a conuiiander omjng those gentlemen of fortune, Win u the ' 
vulgar (jail piriftes!'* 

“ FiVen BO — I ap assured of it,” said CJlevtihind. 

“ Why, then,” answered Bunce, “ she is either mad in gwd 
earnest, as I said beiore, or she does not know wl^at a pirate is.” 

“ You are right in the last jioint,” replied Cleveland. " “ She 
has 'leen bred*in KiU'h remote simplicity, and utter ignorance of 
what IS evil, that she com pares our oeinipatnm wit)) that of the 
old Norsemen who swept sea and haven with tlicir victonous 
galleys, established colonies, conquered* countries,’ and took the 
name of Sea Kingh.” 

** And a better one it is than that of pirate, and comes much 
to the same purpose, I dare say,” said Bu^ce But this must 
be a mettled wrench ^ — why did you not bring her aboard! 
metbmks it was pity to baulk her fancy.” 
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And do you think, ^ said Cleveland, “ that I could so utterly 
play the part of a fallen spint as to avail myself of her enthu* 
Hiastic* error, and •bring an angel of b^uty and innocence 
acquainted with such a heU as exists on board of yonder 
infernal ship of oursi — I tell you, my friend, that, were all my 
former siuh cloubled in weight and m dye, such a villany would 
have outglared and outweighed them alL" 

^^Wliy, then, Captain Cleveland,*' said his confidant, “me 
thinks a was Im^ a fool’s part to come hither at all. The news 
must pile day have gone abroad, that the celebrated pirate 
Captain Clevelani, with his good sloop the Revenue, had been 
lost on the Mainland of Zetland, and all hands perished so 
you would have nmiamed hid from fnend and enemy, and 
might have married your prettj^ Zetlander, and converted your 
sash and scarf into^ fiRhing-nets, and your cutlass mto a hfcrpoon, 
and swept tlie seas for fish instead of florins ” 

And so I had determined,” said the Capt&in , “ but a 
Ya^ger, as ^ley^’call them here, like a meridling, peddling thief 
as he 18 , brought ^owii intelligence to Zetland of your l^'ing 
here,cancl I was fain to i»et off, to see if yim*were the consort of 
whom I had told them, long before I th6ught of leaving the 
roving trade.” » 

“Ay,” said Bunce, “and so far ydu judged well. , For, us 
you had beard of our being at Kirkw^alJ, bp we shoidd have 
scx)?. ^earned that you were at Zetland , and some of us for 
friendship, some for haticd, and some for fear of your playing 
Harry Glasby upon us, would have come down for the purpose 
of getting \ou into onr company again ” ^ « 

“ I susiSM'ted as much,” said the Captain, “ and therefore 
was fain t(j decline tlie courteous offer of a^frihnd, who proposed 
to bring me hero about this tune. Besides, Jack, 1 recollected, 
that, as you say, my jiardon will not pass the seals without 
money, my own was w'axiug low — no wond^, thou knowest I 

was never a chyjl of it- -and so ” 

“ And 80 you came for your share of the cobet” replied his 
friend — “It Was wisely done , and we shared honourably — so 
iar Goffe has acted up to articles, it must be allowed. But 
keep your purpose of leaving him close in your breast, for I 
dre^ his playing you some do^’s tnek or other ; for he cer- 
tainly thought himself sure of your share, and will hardly for- 
give your coming alive to disappoint him.” 
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I fear him not,” said Cleveland, ‘‘ and he knows that well 
I would 1 were as well clear of the consequences of having been 
his comrade, as I hol^ myself to be of all thosh which may atteiul 
his dl-will Anothw unhappy job I may be troubled with — I 
hurt a young fellow^ who has been my plague for some time, 
in an unhappy brawl that chanced the morning I laft Zetland " 

“ Is he dead ?” asked Bunce , it Is a more senous question 
here than it would be on the Grand Caunains or the Bahama 
Isles, where a brace or two of fellows may be shot in a morning, 
and no more heard of, or asked about them, than ^if they were so 
many wood-pigeons. But here it may be otherwise , so I hoj>e 
you liave not made your friend ipimortol.” ^ 

“ I hope not,” said the Captain, *** though ^ny anger has been 
fatal to those who have given me letjs provocation. To say the 
tnith, t was eoriy for the lad, notwithstancflilfe, and es|)ecially as 
I was forced to leave him immad keeping ” 

** In mad keeping said Bunce, “ why, what means that 1" 

** You shall hear,” replied his friend. ** In* tb% first plkce, 
youfu*e to know, this young man came suddenly on me while 
[ wA trying to gam Minna’s ear, for a 4 )rivate interview Wore 
I set sail, that I might explain my purpose to her Now, to l>e 
UPoken in on by ihe accursed rudeness of this young fellow at 
such a njuuient ” 

The mtemiption deserved death,” said Bunce, ** by all the 
laws of love and honour ! . • 

“A truce with your ends of plays, Jack, and listen one 
moment. — The brisk youth thought proper to retort, vhen I 
commanded hifti to *be gone. 1 am not, thou knowest very 
patient, and enforced my commands \^uth a blow, which he 
returned as roundfy. . We struggled, till J became desirous that 
we should part at any rate, which I could only effect by a 
stroke of my poniard, which, according to olcT use, I have, 
thou knowest; always aliout me. 1 had scarce done this when 
I repented ; but there was no time to think o^ anything save ^ 
escape and concealment, for if the house rose on me, I was lost ; 
as the fiery old man, who is bead of the family, would have 
done justice on me had I been his brother. I took the body 
hastily on my shoulders to carry^ it down to the aeo-shore, with 
the purpose of throwing it into a r%va, as they {all them, or 
ebaa^ cf great depth, where it would have been long enough 
in being discovered. This done. I intended to jump into the 
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boat which I hacl lying ready, and set sail for Kirkwall. But 
as I was walking liastily towards the beach with my burden, 
the jK)or young /ellow groaned, and so apprised me that the 
wound had not been instantly fatal I was by thb time well 
concealed amongst the rocks, and, for from desiring to complete 
my crime, I 'bud the young man on the groimd, and was doing 
what I could to staunch the blood, whefl suddenly an old 
woman stood l)efore me She was a person whom I had fre- 
quently seen while in Zetland, and to whom they ascribe the 
charaotcr of a sorceress, or, as the negroes say, an Obi woman 
She demanded tlie wounded man of me, and I wss too much 
jjressed for time to hesitate -in complying with her request. 
More she was al^mt to say to nfe^ w^hen we heard the voice of 
n Hilly old man lielonging to the family, singing at some distance. 
She then pres**e(rher finger on her lip as a sign of secrecy, 
whistled very lo\\\ and a shapeless* deformed brute of a dwarf 
coming to her assistance, they carried the woundcfl man into 
one of the oaverns wnth which the place abounds, and I got to 
my boat and to sea with all cxfK'dition Tf that old ha^ be, 
as t)?cy say, connected with the King of the Air, she favoured 
me tliat morning with a tuni of her calling , for not even the 
West Indian tonwlocs, which we have weathered together, 
made a wildci racket than the squall that drove me k-) far out 
of our course, that, without a piKjket-com))asS, which I chanced 
to nave about me, I should never have recovere<l the Fair Isle, 
for which we nui, and where I found a bng which brought 
me to tins plime But, whether the old woman meant rne 
weal or woe, liere we came at length in safety from the sea, 
and here I remain in doubta.and diliiculties of more kinds than 
one ” t 

*‘Ob, the deni take the Suinburgb Head,” said Biince, "‘or 
whatever they call the r<K*k tliat you knocked our clever little 
Revenge against ! ” . ' 

* “Do not sag I knocked her on the rock,” said Cleveland ; 
“ have I not told you fifty times, if the cowards had not taken 
to their l>oat, though I sliowed them the danger, and told them 
tliey would all be swampeil, which happened the instant they 
east off the painta*, she would have been afloat at this moment I 
Had they stood by hie and the ship, their lives would have 
been saved ; had I with them, mine would hate been IcMit • 
who 43au say which is for the best t” , 
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“ VVelf,’’ replied his friend^ “ I know your case dow, aiicl can 
the better help ajid advise I will’be true to you, Cleineut, as 
the blade to the hilt , but I cannot thinlj that you »ihould 
leave us* As the old ^'ottish song says, * Woe’s my heart that 
we should suudej* ” — But come, you wull aboard with us to-day, 
J^t any rate • • 

** I have no other place of refuge/’ saul Clovdand witli a 
sigh 

He tlien once more ran his eyes over the hiy, directed his 
Bfiy-gloHs upon several of the vessels wdnoh tni'^ersed its surface, 
in htlpe^, doubtless, of diRceriniig the ve^ol of Magnus Troil, and 
then follow*^ liis companion down the hill m mJence. 


. CHAPTER 'THIRTY- SECOND. 

i htn\(^ liki^ to the veinel lu the tide-waj* * f> 

VVluoln favounug hiec^e, huth ilie ]jowot 

To stem the jiowprful current — Ev^m so, 

Resolving dniy to forsake my vices, 

llahits, strong nrcumstance, nmew'd temptation, 

Sweep nie to «ea — 0 heavenly hrentli, 

» Fill tluui my sails, ami aid the feeble vesstl, 

W huh iuii?r tan reach the blessed port wilhmU thee t 

'Tis Odds wue,v Evens 3iKFy 
• 

CLFVKLyvyD, With ills Jfncud Buiicc, di*Hccnded the hill for 
a time in sileitce, until at length the latter lenewed tlu r coii- 

vcrrtiitJOD 

*‘You have taken this fellow’s wound more on your oon- 
sek-nee than you netd, (^aptain — I have known y<;m do more, 
and think less on’t." , 

‘'Not on such sliuht provoaition, Jack,” replied Cleveland. 
“ B*-*odes, the lad*wiv<ul my life , and, sa\ that I rvqmted him 
the favour, still w^e sliould not have met on such evil tenws , 
but I trust that he may receive aid from that wumau, who has 
certainly strange skill in simples ” 

And over simpletons, Captain,” wild Ins friend, m which 
class I must e^en put you down, if you think nmre on this sub- 
ject That you should lie made a fool bf by a young woman, 
why, it is many an honest man’s case , — but to puzzle your pate 
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about the mummeries of old one, is far too great a folly to 
indulge a friend in. Talk to me of your Minna, since you so 
call ker, as much os you will ; but you have no title to trouble 
your faithful squire-errant with your old mumping magician. 
And now here we are once more amongst the booths and tents, 
which these jjood folk*are pitching — ^let us look, and see whether 
we may not find some fun and frolic amongst them. In merry 
England, now, you would have seen, on such an occasion, two 
or three bands pf strollers, as many fire-eaters and conjurors, 
as inuiiy shows of wild beasts ; but amongst these grave folks, 
there Is nothing ^.but what savours of business and of commo- 
dity — no, not so much as a single squall from my inerry gossip 
Punch' and his nb Joan 

As Bunce thus spoke, Clevehind cast his eyes on some ver}^ 
gay clothes, which,, v^ith other articles, himg out upon ‘'one of 
the booths, that had a good deal more of ornament and exte- 
rior decoration than tlie rest There was in front' a small sign 
of canvas ]iaiiited, announcing the variety of goods which the 
owner of tfie booth, Bryce Snailsfoot, had on sale, and‘'tlie 
reasonable i^rices al wlych he proposed to offer them to*' the 
public For the farther gratification of the spe(‘tator, the sign 
bore on thjp op|H)8ite side an emblematic device, resembling om 
first parents in their vegetable garments, with this legepd ^ 

Poor winners whom the suake deceivtfti 
Are fain to cover them with leaves 
Zetland hath no leaves, ’lis tnie, 

Because that tree.** are none, or , 

But we have ftax and taita of woo’v 
For linen clotli, and wadmaal blue , 

And we have many of foreign knacks 
Of finer waft than woo’ or flax ^ 

Ye gallanty Laiubmas lads,* appear, 

And bring your Lainbnias sisters here. 

Bryce Snaisfoot sparea not cast or raie. 

To pleasure every gentle |>air ” » * 

• While Clovelfind was penising these goodly rhymes, which 
brought to hi^ mind Claud Halcro, to whom, as the poet 

WAS anciently a custom at Saint Olls’s Fair at Kirkwall, that the young 
people of the lower olasa, and of either sex. aasoelated in pairs for the period of 
the Fair, during which the couple were Uemed LAmbntia brother and stater. It 
is easy to ooncely^ that the %xclaiive familiarity arising ont of this cuatotn was 
Uab|« to abuse, the rather that It is said little scandal was atuohed to tbs India 
-i which It occasioned. 
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laureate* of the island, ready with his talent* alike iu the service 
of the great and small, they probably owed their origin, the 
worthy propnetor of the booth, having jx^at his eye upon 
him, began with haftty and trembling hand to remove some of 
the garments, which, as the sale did not commence till the en- 
suing day, he had exposed either for the purpose of airuig them, 
or to excite the admiratiou of the spectators. * 

“ By my word. Captain,'^ whispered Bunce to Cleveland, “ you 
must have had that fellow under your clutch^ one day, and ho 
remembers one gripe of your talons and fears another See how 
fast he is packing his wares out of sight, so as he eyes < 
on you." • 

Ifu wares said Clevehjndt on looking more attentively at 
his proceedings * “ by Heaveuf they are my ejothes which I left 
in a chest at Yarlshof when the Revenge losj there — Why, 
Bryce Snailsfoot, thou thie^ dog, and villain, what means this ? 
Have you net made enough of us by cheap buying and dear still- 
ing, that you have seized on my trunk and wei^nng appareU” 
J^ryce Snailsfoot, who probably would otherwise not have 
been willing to m his friend the C^taifi, was now, by the 
vivacity of his attack, obliged to pay attention to hmf Ho 
^rst whispered to his little foot-page, by whom, as we have 
already noticed, he w'as* usually attended, “Run to the town 
coimcihhouse, yarto, and tell the provost and ltfiili( 3 s they maun 
send some of their offitierB sfKiedily, for here w like to 
wark in the fair " • * 

So having said, and having seconded his commau'U by u 
push on the shoulder of his messenger, which sent him Sjunniug 
out of the shop as fast as heels could c4irry him, Bry^iie Snailsfoot 
turned to his old> acquamtance, and, with that amplification of 
words and exaggeraftou of manner, which in S(x)tli<hd is cailled 
making a phrase," he ejaculated — “ The Lord ^be gude to us ’ 
the worthy paptain Cleveland, that were all so grieved 
about, returned fb relieve our hearts again ’ Wat have my 
cheeks been for you " (here Bryce wi])ed his ejlis),* “ and blithe 
am I now to see you restored to your sorrowing /nends !" 

“My sorrowing friends, you rascal!'* said Cleveland; “I 
wUl give you better cause for sorrow than ever you ha<l on my 
account, if you do not tell me instantly where ybu stole all my 
ciothes." * ♦ 

“Stole’” cyaculated Biyce, casting up his eyes; “uow the 
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Powers be glide to fis ! — the poor gentleman has lost hfi reason 
in that weary gale of wind *’ 

‘‘WJiy, you insolent rascal!*' said Cleveland, grasping the 
cane which he carried, do you thmk to ^laniboozle me with 
your impudence ? As you would have a whole head on your 
shoulders, and your bones m a whole skiUf one minute longer, 
tell me wherer the devil you stole my wearmg apparel V' 

Bryce Snailsfoot ejaculated once more a repetition of the 
word “ Stole I Now Heaven be glide to us I” bi^t at the same 
tune, conscious that the Captain was likely to be sudden in 
execution, cast au anxious look to the town, to see the loitering 
aid of the civil power advance to his rescue. • 

“I Insist on an instant ancwer,” said the Captain, with 
upraised weapon, “ or else I will/ beat you to a mummy, and 
throw out all your fnppery upon the common I” 

Meanwhile, "Master John Bunce, wdio considered the whole 
affair as an excellent good jest, and 'not the worse ,one that it 
inad^ Cleveland angry, seized hold of the Captain’s arm, and, 
without any ^dea of ultimately preventing him from executing 
his threats, interfered just so much as was necessary to protract 
a (iLscUrision so amusing. ' ,, 

“Nay, let the honest man speak,” ho said, “messmate; he 
has as fine a cozenmg face as ever stocd on a knavish pair of 
f^lioulders, and his aie the tine flourishes of eloquence, in the 
eouise of which men snip the cloth an inch tob short. Now, I 
wish' j on ^0 consider that you are both of a trade — he measures 
bales by the yard, ajid you by the sword, — and so I will not 
'iiave him chopped up till he has had a fair ehase.^ 

“You are a fool,” said Cleveland, endeavouring to shake his 
fiiend off — “Let me go! for, by Heaven, I will be foul of 
him I” « ^ 

“ Hold him fast,” said the pedlar, “ good dear merry gentle- 
man, hold him fast !” ® 

“ Then say something for yourself,” said Bunce , “ use your 
gob-box, man; v>Rtter away, or, by my soul, I will let him 
loose on you ! ” 

says I stole these goods,” said Bryce, who now saw 
himself run so close, that pleading to the charge became inevit- 
able. “ Now, now could I steal, them, when they mine by 
fair and lawful purchaA 

“Biu'chase I vou beggarly vagrant!” said Cleveland ; “&om 
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whom did you dare to buy my clothes ? or who had the impu- 
dence to sell them 1’^ 

“ Jtiflt that worthy professor, Mrs. Swertha, the housekeeper 
at Yarlshof, who ict^ as your executor,” said the pedlar; 

and a grieved heart she had.” 

“ And so she wds resolved to make a heavy pocket of it, I 
suppose,” said the Captain ; “ but how did she dare to sell the 
thin^ip left in her charge 1” 

Why she acted all for the best, good woman !” said the 
pedlar, anxious to protract the discussion until the arjival of 
succours, “and if you will but hear reas(m,*I am ready to 
account with you for the chest and all that it holds.” 

* “ Speak out then, and lat us have none of thy (iamnable 
evasions,” said Captain Olevdand ; “ if you show ever so httle 
purpdfce of being somewhat honest for cftidfe m •thy life, I will 
not beat thee.” , 

“ Why yeu see, noble Captam,” said the pedlar, — and then 
muttered to himself, “ plague* on Pate Patersen’s^cripple ftnee, 
th(^y will be waiting for him, hirplmg jiseless body ’ ” then 
resumed aloud — “The country, ye se^ is m great periilexity, — 
great perplexity, indeed — much perplexity, truly. There was 
^ur honour missing, that was loved by great and small — clean 
missing — nowhere to Uh heard of — a lost man — umquhile — 
dead— 3lefunct 

“ You shall find me alive to your cost, you scoundrel k’^said 
the irritated Captain. * 

“ Weel, but take patience, — ^ye will not hear a body ^t)eak,”• 
said the Yagger. — ^‘Then there was the lad Mordaunt Mer- 
toun” 

“ Ha !” said tlfb Captain, “ what of him ?” ^ 

“ Cannot be heard of,” said the pedlar ; “ c\ean and deal' 
tint, — a gone youth ; — fallen, it is thoi:^ht, from the craig into 
the sea — he was aj^e venturous I have had dealings with him 
for fhrs and feathers, whilk he swapped agaipst^ powder and 
shot, and the like ; and now he has worn out from* among us — 
dean retired — utterly vanished, like the last ptff of an auld 
wife's tobacco pipe.” 

“But what is all this to the Captain's clq^hes, my dear 
friend 1” said Bunce; “I mdst presently beat you myself 
unless you come to the point ” 

“Wed, wed, — patience, patienc.e,'' said Bryce, waving his 
VOL. XIII, 2 A • 
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hand, you will get all time enough. Weel, there are two 
folks gane, as I said, forbye the distress at Burgh Westra about 

Mistre^ Minna’s sad ailment” 

** Bring not her into your buffoonery, sirrah,” said Cleveland, 
in a tone of anger, not so loud, but far deeper and more con- 
centrated thap he had hitherto used , for, if you name her 
with less than reverence, I will crop the ears out of your head, 
and make you swallow them on the spot I” 

‘‘He, he, hel’J faintly laughed the Yagger ; “that were a 
pleasant jest 1 you are pleased to be witty. But to say nae- 
thing of Burgh' Westra, there is the carle at Yarishof, he that 
was the auld Mertoun, Mordaunt’s father, whom men thought 
as fast bound to the place he d\ve)t m as the Sumburgh Heiwi 
itsell, naething maun serve him but he is lost as weel as the 
lave about whom t have sjioken. And there’s Magnus Troil 
(wi’ favour be lie named) takmg horse , and there is pleasant 
Maister Claud Halcro taking boat, whilk he steers worst of any 
mair in Zetl^andj^ his head running on rambbng rhymes ; and 
the Factor body is on the stir — ^the Scots Factor, — him thaj; is 
aye speaking of dykes and delving, and such* unprofitable wark, 
which has naothmg of mcichandise in it, a’:d he is on the lang 
trot, too ; so that ye might say, upon a manner, the tae half of 
the Mamland of Zetland is lost, and ‘^he other is runmng to 
and fro seeking it — awfu’ times 

Can tain Cleveland had subdued his passion, and listened to 
this tirade of the worthy man of merchandise, with impatience 
indeed, yet not without the hope of hearing something that 
might concern him But his cximpaniou was now become 
impatient m bis turn* — “The clothes!” he exclaimed, “the 
clothes, the clothes, the clothes 1” accompanying each repetition 
of the words with a flourish of his cane, the dexterity of which 
consisted m coming mighty near the Yagger’s ears without 
actually touching them, ^ 

The Yagger, slirinking from each of th^ demonstrations, 
continued to exclaim, “Nay, sir — good sir — ^worthy sir — for 
the clothes — 'I found the worthy dame in great distress on 
aoeount of her old maister, and on accoimt of her young maister, 
und on acQOupt of worthy Oaptam Cleveland ; and because of 
the distress of the w<^*thy Fowd’s family, and the trouble of the 
great Fowd himself, — and because of the Factor, and in respect 
of Claud Halcro, and on other accounts and respects. Also wc 
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mingled oiir sorrows and our tears with a bottle, as the holy 
text hath it, and called in the Ranzelman to our council, a worthy 
man, Niel RonaldBon by name, who hath wgood reputation.” 

Here another fiSurish of the cane came so very near that 
it partly touched his ear. The Yagger started back, and the 
truth, or that whidh he desired should be consyered as such, 
bolted from him without more circumlocution ; as a cork, after 
much unnecessary buzzing and fizzing, springs forth from a 
bottle of spruce l^r. . 

“In brief, what the deil mair would you have of it? — the 
woman sold me the kist of clothes — they ora ntme by purchase, 
and that ill what I will live and die upon.” 

“ In other words,” said Cleveland, “ this greedy old^hag had 
the impudence to sell what Was none of hers , and you, honest 
Brycft Snailsfoot, had the assurance to^botibe purchaser?” 

“Ou dear. Captain,” q^id the conscientious pedlar, “what 
wad ye haff had twa poor folk to do ? There was yoursell gane 
that aught the things, and Maister Mordaunt was gane that 
had them in keeping, and the things were but (famply put up, 
where they were fotting with moth ayd mould, and” — ^ 

“ And BO this oW thief sold them, and you bought them, I 
•^suppose, just to keep them from spoiling?” said Cleveland. 

“ Weel then,” said* the merchant, “ I’m thinking, noble 
Captam, that w^ be just the gate of it ” 

“Well then, hark ye, you impudent scoundrel,” Bfgi the 
Captam. “ I do not wish to dirty my fingers with* 3 on, or to 

make any disturbance in this place” , 

“Good reason for that, Captain — aha said the i'agger, 
slyly. 

“I will breiJC your bones if you speak another word,” replied 
Cleveland. “Take notice — I offer you fair terlhs — give me 
back the black leathern pocket-book with the lock upon it, and 
the putse with the doubloons, with some few of the clothes I 
want, and keep fhe rest in the devil's name 1 ” 

“Doubloons ! ! !” — exclaimed the Yagger, with an exaltation 
of voice intended to indicate the utmost extremity of surprises, 
— “ What do I ken of doubloons I my dealing was for doublets, 
and not for doubloons — If there were doubloons m the kist, 
doubtless Swertha will have th^ ii^ safe keeping for youi 
honour— the damp wouldna harm the gold, ye k^n,” 

“ Give me back my pocket-book and my goods, you rascally 



3B6 V/AVERLKY NOVELS. 

) 

thief,’' said Cleveland, without a word more I will beat 
your brains out 

The *^y Yagger, ^casting eye around him, saw that succour 
was near, in the shape of a party of officers, fe in number ; for 
several rencontres with the crew of the pirate had taught the 
magistrates of Kirkwall to strengthen their ' police parties when 
these strangers were in question. 

‘‘Ye had better keep the thief to suit yoursell, honoured 
Captain,” said the Yagger, imboldened by the approach of the 
civil power ; “ for wha kens how a' these fine goods and bonny- 
dies were come by j” 

This was uttered with such provoking slyness iir look and 
tone, that Cleveland made no further delay, but seizing upon 
the Yagger by the collar, dragged him over his temporary 
counter, which ,was, wth all the goods displayed thereon, over- 
set m the scuffle , and, holdmg him with one hand, inflicted on 
him with the other a severe beating with his cane. All this 
was ione so sudf^enly and with such energy, that Bryce Snails- 
foot, though rather a stout man, was totally surprised by the 
vivacity of the attack, and made scarce any other efibrt^ at 
extncating himself than by roanng for asscstance like a bull- 
calf. The “loitering aid” having at length come up, th^ 
officers made an eflbrt to seize on Cleveland, and by their 
united exertions succeeded m compelling him to quit nold of 
the pedlar, in order to defend himself from their assault. This 
he did wiih infinite strength, resolution, and dextenty, being 
e.t the same time well seconded by his friend Jack Bunce, 
who had seen with glee the drubbing sustained by the pedlar, 
and now combated tightly to save his companion from the 
consequences. But, as there had been for some time a grow- 
ing feud beWeen the townspeople and the crew of the I^ver, 
the former, provoked by the insolent deportment of the seamen, 
had resolved to stand by each other, and to aid the civil power 
upon such occasions of not as should occur in future ; and so 
many assistants bame up to the rescue of the constables, that 
Cleveland, aftes fighting most manfully, was at length brought 
to the ground and made prisoner. His more fortunate com- 
panion had escajied by spe^ of foot, as soon as he saw that the 
day must needs be det^i^ed against them. 

The proud heart of Weveland, which, even in its perversiott, 
had in its feelings something of original nobleness, was like to 
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buTst, when he felt himself borae down in this unworthy brawl 
— dragged into the town as a prisoner, and hurried through the 
streets towards thep Council-house, where the magistrates of the 
burgh wjere then seated in council. The probability of im- 
prisonment, with all its consequences, rushed also upon his 
mind, and he cursed a hundred times the foUy ^hich had not 
rather submitted to the pedlar^s knavery, than involved him in 
so perilous an embarrassment. 

But, just as they approached the door of the Council-house, 
which is situated in the middle of the litt]p town, thd face of 
matters was suddenly changed by a new and unexpected mcident. 

* Bunce, who had designed,^ by his precipitate retreat, €o serve 
as well his friend as himself, had hM him to the haven, where 
the bi>at of the Rover was then lying, anj ^llecj the cockswain 
and boat’s crew to the assistance of Cleveland. They now 
appeared on the scene — tierce desperadoes, as became their 
calling, with features bronzed by the tropical ^un under which 
thjy had pursued it. They rushed at once amongst the crowd, 
laying about them*with their stretchers , iftid, forcing their way 
up to Cleveland, sjigedily delivered hifn from the hand3*of the 
officers, who were totally unprepared to resist an attack so 
Tunous and so sudden, and carried him off in triumph towards 
the qufty, — two or three of their number facing about from 
time to time to keep back the crowd, whose efforts tf) recover 
the prisoner were the less violent, that most of the seamen were 
armed with pistols and cutlasses, as well as with the let lethal^ 
weapons whic^ alone they had as yet made use of. 

They gained their boat in safety, and jumped- into it, carrying 
along with them*Cleveland, to whom circumstances seemed to 
offer no other refiigef, and pushed off for their vessel; singing in 
chorus to their oars an old ditty, of which the natives of Kirk- 
wall could oidy hear the first stanza : — •* 

■ ' Robin Rover 

Said to his crew, 

Up with the black flag, 

Down with the blue I — 

Fire on the main-top, 

Fire on the bow, 

Fire on the fun-deck 
Fire down below 1” 

The wild chorus of their voices was heard long ttao 
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words ceased to be intelligible. — And thus was the pirate 
Cleveland again thneiwn almost involuntarily amongst those 
desperate associates, from whom he bad sck often resolved to 
detach himself. 


CHAPTER THIRTY-THIRD 

Parental Irve, my friend, has power o'er wiadom. 

And ia the charm, which, like the falconer’s lure, t 
u Can bring from heaven the highest soaring spu its. — 

So, when famed Prosper doff’d hia magic robe, 
it was Miiauda pluck’d it from his shoulders 

, ' *■ Old Play wi 

OiJU w/indering narrative must now return to Mordaupt Mertoun. 
— Wo left him in,, the perilous condition of one who has received 
a severe wourld, and we now find him m the situation of a con- 
valescent — pale, mdo6d, and feeble, from the loss of much blobd, 
and the effects of a fever "which had foUowe^ the injury, but so 
far fortunate, that the weapon, having glanced on the ribs, had 
only occasioned a great effusion of blooc^ without touching an^ 
vital part, and was now well-nigh healed , so efficacioiijs were 
the vjilnerary plants and 8alve.s with which it "had been treated 
by the sago Noma of Fitful Head. 

^ The matron and her patient now sat together in a dwelling 
ill a 1 emote island He had been transported during his 
illness, and ere be had perfect consciousness, first to her singular 
habitation near Fitful Head, and thence to her present abode, by 
one of the ^fishing boats in the station of Burgh Westra, For 
such was the command possessed by Noma over the superstitious 
(haracter of her countrymen, that she never failed to find faith- 
ful agents to execute her commands, whatever^ these happened to 
be , and, as lief orders were generally given under injunctions 
of the strictest secrecy, men reciprocally wondered at occurrences, 
w'hich had in fact been produced by their own agency, and that 
of their neighbours, and in which, had they communicated freely 
with each other, no shadow of the marvellous would have 
reilhained. ^ '' 

Mordaunt was now seated by the fire, in an apartment in- 
diffej^ntly well finnished, having a book In his hand, which he 
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looked upon from time to time with signs of ennui and impa- 
tience; feelings which at length bo far overcame him, that^ 
flinging the volume on the table, he fixed his eyes on “the fire, 
and assumed the attitude of one who is engaged in unpleasant 
meditation. 

Noma, who sat* opposite to him, and appeared busy m the 
composition of some drug or unguent, anxiously left her seat, 
and, approaching Mordaunt, felt his pulse, making at the same 
time the most affectionate inquiries whethcr.he felt any sudden 
pain, and where it was seated The manner in which Mor- 
daunt replied to these earnest inquiries, although worded so as 
tp expresi gratitude for her kindness, wliile he disclaimed any 
feeling of mdisposition, did^nol seem to give satisfa(;tfl)n to the 
Pythoness. • 

“Ungrateful boy!” she said, “for wliom I have done so 
much ; you whom I have Rescued, by my power and skill, from 
the very grftes of death, — are you already so we^ry of mo that 
you cannot refrain from showing how deHirouaiyojj are to sj-xind. 
aWa distance from me, the very first intelligent days of the life 
which I liave reslbred youl” , * , 

“ You do me injfistice, my kind preserver,” replied Mordaunt , 
W* I am not tired of your society , but I have duties which recall 
me to ^ordinary life.” • 

“Duties re;peated Norna; “and what duties can or ought j 
to interfere with the gratitude which you owe to me 1 — fkities ! 
Your thoughts are on the use of your gun, or on •clambering 
among the rocks in quest of sea-fowl. For these ‘xerciscj^ 
your strength dotlf not yet fit you : and yet these are the duties 
to which you are so anxious to return 

“ Not BO, mf good and kmd mistress,” said Mordaunt — 
“To name one duty, out of many, which makes me seek to 
leave you, now that my strength pemjjts, let hie mention that 
of a son to his father.” 

“ To your fattier 1” said Norna, with a laugh that had some- 
thing in it almost frantic. “ Oh ! you know not liow we can, in 
these islands, at once cancel such duties ! And,*for your father,” 
she added, proceeding more calmly, “ what has he done for you 
tb deserve the regard and duty you speak of *?— Is he not the 
same, who, as you have long Since told jne, left you for so many 
years poorly nourished among strangers, wifriout inquiring 
whether you were alive or dead, and only sending, from time to 
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time, supplies in such fashion as men relieve the leprous vrretch 
to whom they fling alms from a distance 1 And, in these later 
years, v4ien he had leade you the companion of his misery, he 
has been by starts your pedagogue, by staiSe your tormentor, 
but never, Mordaimt, never your father.” 

Something of truth there is in what* you say,” replied 
Mordaunt . My father is not fond ; but he is, and has ever 
been, effectively kind Men have not their affections in their 
power, and it is a child’s duty to be grateful for the benefits 
which he receives, even when coldly bestowed. My father has 
conferred instructio^i on me, and I am convinced he loves me. 
He is unfortunate ; and, even if he loved me not ” — ^ 

“ And«he does not love you,” ^i^ Noma, hastily ; ‘‘ he never 
loved anything, or any one, save himself. He is unfortunate, 
but well are hif^ misfoutunes deserved — 0 Mordaunt, you i»have 
one parent only, — one parent, who loves you as the drops of the 
heart-blood ! ” 

h know I higre but one parent,” replied Mordaunt • “ my 
mother has been long dead. — But your words contradict e^h 
other ” ^ , 

They do not — they Jo not,” said Norasy in a paroxysm of 
the deepest feeling, ‘^you have but one parent. Your un- 
happy mother is not dead — I would to God that she were ! — 
but she is not dead Thy mother is the only parent thal loves 
thee ,trand I — I, Mordaunt,” throwing herself on his neck, “am 
that most unhappy — yet most happy mother ” 

^ She closed him m a strict and convulsive embrace; and 
tears, the first, perhaps, which she had shed for, many years, 
burst in torrents as she sobbed on his neck. Astonished at 
what he heard, felt, and saw, — moved by the excess of her 
agitation, ye^ disposed to ascribe this burst of passion to in- 
sanity, — Mordaunt vainly endeavoured to tranquillise the mind 
of this extraordinary person 

“ Ungrateful boy !” she said, ** who but a mbther would have 
watched over thee as I have watched ? From the instant I saw 
thy father, when he little thought by whom he was observed, a 
space now many years back, I knew him well ; and, under his 
charge, I saw you, then a stripling, — while Nature, speaking 
loud in my bosom, assured me, thou wert blood of my blood, 
and bone of bone. Think how often you have wondered to 
see me, when least expected, in your places of pastime and 
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resort ! Think how often my eye haa watched you on the giddy 
precipices, and muttered those charms which subdue the evil 
demons, who show themselves to the clunl^r on the giddiest 
point of his path, and force him to quit his hold 1 Did I not 
hang aroimd thy neck, in pledge of thy safety, that chain of 
gold, which an Elfiif King gave to the founder ef our race 1 
Would I have given that dear gift to any but the son of my 
bosom 1 — Mordaunt, my power has done that for thee that a 
mere mortal mother would dread to think of *1 have conjured 
the Mermaid at midnight, that thy bark might be prosperous on 
the Haaf ! I have hushed the winds, and na^^i^ have flapped 
their empty sails against the mas^ in inactivity, that you^might 
safely indulge your sport upon4he crags !" 

Mordaunt, perceiving that she was growing yet wilder in her 
talk, endeavoured to frame an answer whifth^shoidd be at once 
indulgent, soothmg, and caloulated to allay the rising warmth 
of her imagination. 

“ Dear Korna,” he said, ** I have indeed many reasons to Jail 
you another, who have bestowed so many Jbenefits upon me , 
and from me you shSll ever receive the •affection and dutyaof a 
child. But the chairf you mentioned, it has vanished from my 
D«ak — I have not seen it smee the ruffian stabbed me.*' 

“AlasJ and can you \hink of it at this moment?” said 
Noma, in a sorrowful accent. — “ But be it so , — and know, it 
was I took it from thy neck, and tied it around the neck of her 
who IS dearest to you , in token that the union betwixt you, 
which has been the only earthly wish which I have ha ^ the 
power to form, shall ySt, even yet, be accomplished— ay, although 
hell should open to forbid the banns I” 

‘^Alas’” said Mor^unt, with a sigh, ** you rem^ber not 
the difference betwixt our situation — her father is wealthy and 
of ancient birth.” • 

** Not more weaJtJiy than will be the heir of Noma of Fitful 
Head,” answered the Pythoness — “ not of better or iqore ancient 
blood than that which flows in thy veins, derived from thy 
mother, the descendant of the same Yarls and S^kings from 
whom Magnus boasts his origin. — Or dost thou think, like the 
pedant and fanatic strangers who have come amongst us, that 
thy blood is dishonoured because my union#with thy father did 
not receive the sanction of a priest? — Know, that we were 
wedded after the ancient manner of the Norse — our hands were 
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clasped within the circle of Odin,* with such deep vows of 
eternji fidelity, as even the laws of these usurping Scots would 
have sanctioned £& equivalent to a blesi^ing before the altar. 
To the offspring of such a union, Magnus has nought to object 
It was weak — it was criminal on my part, but it cJonveyed no 
infamy to tke birth of my son.” 

The composed and collected manner in which Noma argued 
these points began to impose upon Mordaunt an incipient belief 
in the truth of ‘what she said ; and, indeed, she added so many 
circumstances^ satisfactorily and rationally connected with each 
other, as seemed"" to confute the notion that her stoiy was alto- 
ptheij, the delusion of that insanity which sometimes showed 
itself in her speech and actions. A thousand confused ideas 
rushed upon him. when he supposed it possible that the un- 
happy person befor^ him might actually have a right lb claim 
from him the respect and affection due to a parent from a son. 
He could only surmount them by turning his mihd to a differ- 
ent, and sttirc^ less interesting topic, resolving withm himself 
to take time for further inquiry and mature consideration, ere 
he either rejected or admitted the claim winch Noma preferred 
upon his affection and duty. His beneVactress, at least, she 
undoubtedly was, and he could not err in paying her, as such, 
the respect and attention due from a son to a mother ; and sc 
far, therefore, he might gratify Noma without otherwise stand- 
ing committed. 

** AnS do you then really think, my mother, — since so you 
bid me term you,*’ — said Mordaunt, “ that the proud Magnus 
Troll may, by any inducement, be prevailed ujton to relinquish 
the angry feelings which he has of late adopted towards me, 
and to p^mit my addresses to his daughter ferenda?” 

“Brenda?” repeated Noma — “who talks of Brenda? — It is 
of Minna that I spoka to you ” 

“ But it was of Brenda that I thought,” replied* Mordaunt, “ of 
her that I pow think, and of her alone that I will ever think.” 

“ Impossible, my son !” replied Noma. “ You cannot be so 
^dull of heart, so poor of spirit, as to prefer the idle mirth and 
housewife simplicity of tlie younger sister, to the deep feeling 
and high mind of the noble^pirited Minna ? Who would stoop 
to gather tl^e lowly fiolet, thal might have the rose for stretch- 
ing out his hand ?” 

* See an expianatioii of this promise, Note K 
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“Some think the lowliest flowers are the sweetest,” replied 
Mordaunt, “ and in that faith will 1 live ant^die.” « 

“ Yon dare not telime so !” answered Noma, fiercely , then, 
instantly changing her tone, and taking his hand in the most 
affectionate manner, .she proceeded : — “ You must not — you 
will not tell me so, my dear son — you will not break a mother’s 
heart in the very first hour in which she has embraced her 
child ! — Nay, do not answer, but hear me. You must wed 
Minna — I have bound around her neck a fatal rfmulet, on which 
the happiness of both depends The labours of ruy life have for 
years this direction. Thus it must be, and'not otherwise — 
Mmna must be the bride of my sen !” • 

“But is not Brenda equally near, equally dear to youl” 
rephed^ordaunt ^ 

“ As near in blood,” said Noma, “ but not so 'dear, no, not 
half so dear, pi affection. Mmna’s mild, yet high and contem- 
plative spirit, renders her a companion meet for one, whose wi^s, 
like mine, are beyond the ordinary paths of this work!. Brenda 
IS a*thiDg of commi)U and ordinary life, am idle laugher and 
scoffer, who would leijpl art with ignoratfce, and reduce po\fer to 
weakness, by disbeheving and turnmg into ridicule whatever is 
beyond the grasp of her shallow intellect.” 

“ She is, indeed,” answered Mordaunt, “ neither superstitions 
nor enthusiastic, aifd I love her the better for it. Remember 
also, my motlier, that she returns my affection, and that Mhuia, 
if she loves any one, loves the stranger Cleveland ” 

“ She does not — sips daies not,” answered Norna, “ nor lares 
he pursue her farther. I told him, when lir&t he came to 
Bui’gh Westra, thai I destined her for you ” 

“ And to that rash annunciation,” said Mordaun*, “ I owe 
this man’s persevering enmity — my wound, and ,well-nigb the 
loss of my life. See, my mother, to whaK; pomt your mtngues 
have already conducted us, and, m Heaven’s name, prosecute 
them no farther !” • 

It seemed as if this reproach stmck Noma with the force, at 
once, and vivacity of lightning ; for she stmck her forehead with 
her hand, and seemed about to drop from her seat. Mordaimt, 
greatly shocked, hastened to cat(;h her m his arms; and, though 
scarce knowing what to say, attempted to fitter some incoherent 
ctpressions. 

“ Spare me, Heaven, spare me 1” were the first words which 
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she muttered , do not let my crime be avenged by his means ! 
— Yep, young maij/' she said, after a pause, ‘‘you have dared 
to tell what I dared not tell myself. Ycu have pressed that 
upon me, which, if it be truth, I cannot beheve, and yet con- 
tinue to live 

Mordaunt^in vain endeavoured to interrupt her with protes- 
tations of his ignorance how he had offended or grieved her^ 
and of his extreme regret that he had unintentionally done 
either She proceeded, while her voice trembled wildly, with 
vehemence 

“ Yes f you have touched on that dark suspicion which poisons 
the consciousness of my power,-' — the sole boon which was given 
me in exchange for innocence and for peace of mmd ! Your voice 
joins that of the demon which, even while the elements, confess 
me their mistress, whispers to me, ‘ Norna, this is but delusion 
—your power rests but m the idle belief of the ignorant, sup- 
yiorted by a thousand petty artifices of your own,’ — This is what 
Brenda says*— this is what you would say , and false, scandalously 
false, as it is, there»«ie rebellious thoughts m this wild brain of 
mine^' (touching her forehead with her ^nger as she spoke), 
“ that, like an insurrection m an invaded country, arise to take 
part against their distressed sovereign. — Spare me, my sonT’ 
she contmued in a voice of supplication, “spare mel — the 
sovereignty of which your words would dbpnve me, is no 
enviable, exaltation. Few would covet to rule over gibbering 
ghosts, and howling winds, and raging currents. My throne 
is a cloud, my sceptre a meteor, my realm is only peopled with 
fantasies , but I must either cease to be, or continue to be the 
mightiest as well as the most miserable of beings 

“Do net speak thus mournfully, my dear and unhappy 
benefactress,” said Mordaunt, much affected , “ I will think of 
your power whatever you would have me believe. But, for 
your own sake, view the matter otherwise. Turn your thoughts 
from such agitating and mystical studies — from such wild suV 
jects of contemplation, into another and a better channel 
Xife will again have charms, and religion will have comforts 
for you,” 

She listened to him with some composure, as if she weighed 
his counsel, and desifod to be guided by it ; but, as he ended, 
she shook her head and exclaimed — 

* Note S. Chsraoter of Norna. 
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** It cannot be. I must remain the dreaded — the mystical — 
the Reimkennar — the controller of the elements, or I must be 
no more 1 I have no alternative, no middle» station. post 
must be high on yoif lofty headland, where never stood human 
foot save mine— or I must sleep at the bottom of the unfathom- 
able ocean, its white •billows booming over my senseless corpse. 
The parricide shall never also be denounced os the impostor ! 

The parricide !” echoed Mordaunt, stepping back in horror. 

“Yes, my son 1” answered Noma, with a ^tera composure, 
even more frightful than her former impetuosity, “ within ^hese 
fatal walls my father met his death by my means. In yonder 
chamber wae he found a livid and lifeless corpse. Beware of 
hlidl disobedience, for such are^itS fruits !” • 

So saying, she arose and left-the apartment, where Mordaunt 
remained alone to meditate at leisure upon ithe e^traordmary 
commimication which he had received. He himself had been 
taught by hisi father a disbelief in the ordinary superstitions of 
Zetland , and he now saw that Noma, however ingenious 
dupipg others, could not altogether impose on herself. This 
was a strong circumstance in favour of |ier Ibinity of intellect ^ 
but, on the other hand, her imputmg to herself the guUt of 
p^ricide seemed so wild and improbable, as, m Mordaunt^s 
opmion, to throw much doubt upon her other assertions 

He had leisure enough to make up his mmd on these parti- 
culars, for no one*approa('.hed the solitary dwelling, of wjiich 
Noma, her dwarf, and he himself, were the sole inhifbjtants. 
The Hoy island, m which it stood, is rude, bold, and loft^v wm- 
aisting entirely ^f three hills — or rather one huge mouatain 
divided into three summits, with the chasms, rentfe, and valleys, 
which descend from its summit to the sea, while its crest, 
rising to great heighl, and shivered into rocks wffich seem 
almost inaccessible, intercepts the mists as they drive from the 
ditlantic, and, ^ften obscured from the liuman eye, forms the 
dark and unmolested retreat of hawks, eagles, and other birds 
of prey. ^ 

The soil of the island is wet, mossy, cold, and unproductive, 
presenting a sterile and desolate appearance, excepting where 
the sides of small rivulets, or mount^ ravines, are^frmged with 
dwarf boshes of birch, ha^l, and*wild currant, some of them so 
tall as to be denominated trees in that ble^ ^d bdte countiy* 

* Note T. Birdfl of prey 
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But the view of the sea-beach, which was Mordaiuit's 
favourite walk, when his convalescent state began to permit 
him A take exercnfte, had charms which compensated the wild 
appeiuunce of the interior. A broad and b^utiful sound, or 
strait, divides this lonely and mountamous island from Pomona, 
and in the cpntre of that sound lies, like a tablet composed of 
emerald, the beautiiul and verdant bttle island of Grmmsay. 
On the distant Mainland is seen the town or village of Stromness, 
the excellence of.whose haven is generally evinced by a consider- 
able jiuraber of shipping in the roadstead, and, from the bay 
growing narrower, and lessening aa it recedes, runs inland into 
Pomona, where its tide fills the fine sheet of water called the 
Loch f»f Btennis. * . 

On this lieach Mordaunt was 'wont to wander for hours, with 
an eye not insensubk; to the beauties of the view, thoiigh his 
thoughts were agitated with the mpst embarrassing meditations 
on his own situation He was resolved to leave •the island as 
fto<1n as th(^ esteblishnioiit of his health should permit him to 
tniVfi ; yet gratitude to Noma, of whom he was at leasj the 
adopf-ed, if not the rejl son, would not allow him to (iepart 
without her jiennission, even if he could />btain means of con- 
veyance, of which he saw httlo possibility. It was onlyjj^y 
importunity that lie extorted from h» hostess a promise, that, 
if he would exmsent to regulate his motions according to her 
directions, she would herself convey him to* the capital of the 
OrkneyHalands, when the approaching Fair of Saint OUa should 
take place there. 


' CHAPTER THIRTY- FOURTH. 

Hark to tlia insult loud, the bitter sneer, 

The fierce tlireat answering to the brutal jiwr ; 

Oaths fly like pistol-ahota, and vengeful words 
* Clash with each other like conflicting swords — 

The robber's quarrel by such sounds is shown, 

^ And true men ha\ e some chance to gam tbcir own, 

CAPmTTT, A PoUM. 

Whisk Cleveland, Ijpme off in trium{di from his assailants in 
Kirkwall, found himself once more on board the pirate vessel, 
his arrival was hailed with hearty cheers by a considerable part 
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of the crew, who rushed to shake hands with him, and offer 
their congratulations on his return ; for the situation of a HuO' 
anier Captain raised him very Lttle above |he level with the 
lowest of hifi crew, who, in dl social intercourse, claimed the 
privilege o£ being his equal 

When his faction,* for so these clamorous friends might be 
termed, had expressed their own greetings, they hurried Cleve 
land forward to the stem, where Goffe, their present commander, 
was seated on a gun, listening in a sullen discontented 
manner to the shout which announced Cleveland’s welcome. 
He was a man betwixt forty and lil’ty, rather under the nnddle 
size, but 80 very strongly made, that his crow used to compare 
hirii to a sixty-four cut down^ Uhwik-haired, buU-necked, and 
beetle-browexl, his clumsy stremgth and ferocious cxnintenaiice 
contrasSed strongly with the manly figure andiopen counteuance 
of Cleveland, in which oven the practice of hts atrocious pro- 
fession had not lieon able to enidicate a natural grace of motion 
. and generosity of expression Tiie two piratical Captiuim 
lookgd ujKUi each other for some time in silence* while the 
lijirtiaans of (iac’h gatliered around him Th 8 elder [>axt of the 
crew were the jirincipal adherents of Croffe, while the young 
fejj^ows, amongst whom Jack Buiice was a principal leader and 
agitator, were m general arttiiched to Cleveland. 

At lenf^th Goffe broke silence You are w'elcxune alniard, 
Captain Cleveland*^ — Smash my taffrail ’ I suppose you tji^nk 
yourself commodore yet I but that was over, liy G — , wlien you 
lost your ship, and be d — d • ” 

And here, onve for§all, we may take notice, that it the 
gracious custom of this commander to mix his 'words and oaths 
in nearly equal proportions, which he was wont to call aJufltw^ 
his discourse. As wtf delight not, however, in the dl^>hargo of 

such artiUery, we shall only indicate by a spa<ie like this 

the places in which these expletives occuh*ed , and thus, if the 
roadet will pardon •a very poor pun, we will reduce Captain 
Goffe’s volley of sharp shot into an explosion of blank f;artndgos. 
To his insinuations that he was come on board to assume the 
chief command, Cleveland replied, that he neither desireii nor 
would accept any snch promotion, but 'would only ask Captain 
Goffe for a cast of the boat, to fnit him ashore m one of the 
other islands, as he had no wish either to commaftd GoSe^ or 
to r^iain in a vessel under his orders. 
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“ And why not under my orders, brother?” demanded Ghuffdi 

very austerely ; “ are you too good a man, 

with* your cheese* toaster and your gib there, to serve 

under my orders, and be d — d to you, whfere there are so many 
gentlemen that are elder and better seamen than yourself?” 

“ I wonder which of these capital seamtn it was,” said Cleve- 
land coolly, “ that laid the ship under tte fire of yon six-gun 
battery, that could blow her out of the water, if they had a 
mind, before yo^4 could either cut or slip? Elder and better 
sailors than I may like to serve under such a lubber, but I beg 
to be excused fo*: my own share, Captain — that's all I have got 
to tell you ” 

“By G — , I think you are both mad>” said Hawkins the 
boatswain , a meeting with sword and pistol may be devilish 
good fun in its way, when no better is to be had , but who the 
devil that had common sense, amongst a set of gentlemen in 
our condition, would fall a-quarrelling with each other, to let 
those duck-w'ivged, web-footed islanders have a chance of 
knocking us all upon the head ?” 

*\5Vell said, old Hawkins said Derrick the quarter-master, 
who was an officer of veiy considerable iivjiortance among these 
rovers , ** I say, if the tw'o captams won’t agree to live together 
quietly, and club both heart and head to defend the vessel, 
why, d — n me, depose them both, say I, and choose another in 
thwr stead ’ ” 

“ Meaning yourself, I suppose, Master Quarter-Master t” said 
Jaclc Bunce , “ but that cock won't fight. He that is to com- 
mand gentlemen, should be a gentleman Limse^f, I think ; and 
I give my vote for Captain Cleveland, as spirited and as gentle- 
man-like a man as ever daffed the world aside, and bid it 
pass !” 

** What 1 ym call ;jour8elf a gentleman, I warrant 1” retorted 

Derrick ; ** why your eyes ! a tailor would make a better 

out of the worst suit of rags in your strollihg wardrobe ! — It is 
a shame fof men of spint to have such a Jack-a-dandy scare- 
crow on board !” 

« Jacdc Bimce was so incensed at these base comparisons, that, 
without more ado, he laid his hand on his sword. The car- 
penter, however, ancj boatswain, interfered, the former brand- 
ishing his broad axe, and swearing he would pat the skull of 
the first who should strike a blow past clouting, and the latter 
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reminding them, that by their articles, all quarrelhug, striking, 
or more especially fighting on board, was strictly prohibited ; 
and that, if any gentlemen bad a quarrel* to settle, tliby were 
to go ashore, and decide it with cutlass and pistol in presence 
of two oft their messmates 

I have uo qupjrel with any one, said Gk)lfe, 

sullenly ; Oaptam Cleveland has wandered about among the 

islands here, amusing himself, — ! and we have wastiMi 

our tune and property in waiting for him, when we might have 
been adding twenty or thirty thousand dollars to tliq^ stock- 
purse. However, if it pleases the rest of tli« gentlemen adven- 
turers, — * ^ why, I filiall not grumble alx)ut it."' 

* “ I propose,” said the bqatsWam, “ that there 8ho®<l be a 
general council called m tlA great cabin, according to our 
artirlts, that we may consider whaUcouwef we ^ire to liold m 
this matter.” ^ 

A general assent followed the lioatswain’s proposal , tor 
every one found his own account m these gotiergl eouucits, in 
wlgch each of the rovers had a free vote By lar the greater 
part of the crew ofily value<l tins frar^liise, as it allowed them, 
upon such solemn (iccasioos, an unlimited quantity of Iniuor— - 
rfwnght which they failed not to exercise to the uttermost, by 
way of aiding their dbliboratioiis But a few ariioiigst tlie 
adventurers, who^ united some degree of judgment with tlie 
daring and profligate character of tlicir proiostsion, woiawont, 
at such periods, to limit themselves within the bounfls of c^im- 
parative sobriety, and by these, under the apjiarent lo* n of a* 
vote of the gitnern^ council, all thmgs of moment reiaimg to 
the voyage and undertakings of the pirates wt^re lu fact deter- 
mined. SThe resP of the crew, when they reiiovered from their 
intoxication, were easily persuaded that the resoluflou culoptiMl 
had been the legitimate effort of the combined wisdom of the 
whole senate.. 

Upon the present occasion the debauch had proceeded until 
the greater part of the crew were, as usual, displaying inebria- 
tion in all its most brutal and disgraceful sliaqies — swearing 
empty and unmeaning oaths — venting the most homd irnprc 
cations in the mere gaiety of their heart — singing songs, the 
ribaldry of which was only eqtfeUcKl by tjjieu profaueness ; and, 
from the middle of this earthly hell, the two capCains, together 
with one or two of their principal adherents, as also the cai jicnbir 

YOU xin. 2 B • 
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and boatswain, who always took a lead on such occasions, had 
drawn together into a pandemonium, or privy council of their 
own, t<f consider whnt was to be dmie , for, as the boatswain 
metaphorically observed, they were in a nkrrow channel, and 
behoved to keep sounding the tideway. 

When they began their consultations, the friends of €k>ffe 
remarked, to their great displeasure, that he had not observed 
the whoieaome rule to whigh we have just alluded , but that, 
m endeavouring to drown his mortification at the sudden 
appear^ce of Cleveland, and the reception he met with from 
the crew, the elder Captain had not been able to do so without 
overflowing his reason at the same time. His natural sullen 
taciturnity had prevented this Irom being observed until the 
council began its deliberations, when it proved impossible to 
hide it ^ ^ 

The first person who sjxike was C^veland, who said, that so 
far from wishing the command of the vessel, he desired no 
favoiVr at any om^'s hand, except to land him upon some island 
or holm at a distance from Kirkwall, and leave him to shift 
for hinwelf. , ‘ 

The boatsM’ain remonstrated strongly against this resolution 

‘‘The lads,” ho said, '‘all knew Cleveland, and could tru^t- 
his eeamanship, as wtII as hia courage ; *besides, he never let the 
grog get quite uppermost, and w^as always in prop^ trim, 
eithfw.to sail the ship, or to fight the ship, whereby she was 
never witUout some one to keep her cxiurse when he was on 
c board. — And as for the noble Captain Goffe,” continued the 
mediator, he is as stout a heart as ever broke biscuit, and 
that I will iqjfiold him ; but then, when he has his grog 
aboard — I speak to his face — he is so d — d funny with hia 
cranks and his jests, that there is no living with hum You all 
remember how nigh he had run the ship on that cursed Horse 
of Copinsha, as they call it, just by way of frolic ; and then 
you know how he fii^ off his pistol under the table, when we 
were at the great council, and shot Jack Jenkins in the knee, 
and cost the poor devil his leg, with his pleasantry.’** 

♦ 

* This was really an exploit of the celebrated Avery the pirate, who 
suddenly, and without provocation, fired his pistols under the table where 
he sat dnnking yrith his nAjssmates, wounded one roan severely, and thought 
the matter a good jest. What u still more extraordinary, his erew regarded 
It in tike saine light. 
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** Jack Jeaikins was not a chip the worse, said the carpenter ; 
^ I took the leg off with my saw as well as any loblolly-boy in 
the land could have dune — heated my br6ad ax.o, and*Bear6d 
the stump — ay, by — 1 and made a jurydeg that he shambles 
about with as w^ as ever he did — for Jack could never cut a 
feather."* * • 

You are a clever fellow, carpenter," replied the boatswam, 
“ a d — d clever fellow ! but I had rather you tried your saw and 
red-hot axe upon the ship’s knee timbers than on mine, sink 
me 1 — But that here is not the case — The question i8,*.if we 
shall part with Captain Cleveland here, who is% hian of thought 
an^ action, ^whereby it is my l^bef it would be heaving the 
pilot overboard when the gait is blowmg on a lee-shore * And, 
I must say, it is not the part oT a true heart to leave his mates, 
who hhve been here waiting for him titi*they* have missed 
staya Our water is well-nigh out, and we have junketed till 
provisions arft low with us. We cannot sail without provisions 
— we cannot get provisions without the good-will pf the Kirk- 
walk folks If we remain here longer, the JIalcyon frigate will 
be down upon us — She was seen off Peterhead two days sijnce, — 
and we shall hang up at the yard-arm to be sun'driod. Now, 
(flap tain Cleveland will get us out of the hobble, if any can. 
He can ,play the gentldbian witli these Kirkwall folks, and 
knows how to de^^l with them on fair terms, and foul, too, if 
there be occasion for it," • • 

“And so you would turn honest Captain Goffe 4-gramg, 
would ye I” said an old weatherbeaten pirate, who had I* it one 
eye; “what though* he has his humours, and made ray eye 
dowse the glim in his fancies and fl^olics, ho is as honest a man 
as ever walked a <fuarter-deck, for all that , and d~n me but 
I stand by him so long as t’other lantern is lit !" 

Why, you would not hear me out,” said ’Hawkins ; ** a 
man might as well talk to so many negers ! — I tell you, I 
propose that Cleveland ^lall only be captam from one, post 
fneridim, to five a.7»., during which time Gorfe is always 
drunk.** 

The Captain of whom he last spoke gave sufficient proof of 
ihe'tnith of his words, by uttering an inarticul^ growl, and 
attempting to present a pistol af the mediator Hawkins. 

* A ship going fast through the s«a is sum to cut a feather, alluding to 
the nppU winch she throws off firozr her bows. 
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“Why, look ye now!” said Derrick, “there is all the sense 
he haa, to get drunk on council day, like one of these poor silly 
fellows ^ ^ 

“ Ay,” said Bunce, “ drunk as Davy’s sow, In the face of the 
field, the fray, and the senate !” 

“ But, nevertheless,” continued Demck,*“ it will never do to 
have two Captains in the same day. I think week about might 
suit better — and let Cleveland take the first turn.” 

“ There are as good here as any of them,” said Hawkins ; 
howi*omdever^ I object nothing to Captain Cleveland, and J 
think he may help us into deep water as well as another.” 

“ Ay,” exclaimed Bunce, “ sijd a better figure he will make 
at bnnging these Kirkwallers to* order than his sober prede- 
cessor ’ — So Captain Cleveland for ever 1” 

“ Stop, gentlemfirf,” said Cleveland, who had hitherth been 
silent ; “ I hope you will not choose oie captain without my own 
consent ' 

‘^Ay, by ^he^blue vault of heaven will we,” said Bunce, “if 
it be pro bono pubhcQ /” 

“ lilt hear me, at le«8t,” said Cleveland— “ I do consent to 
take command of the vessel, since you wislfit, and because I see 
you will ill get out of the scrape without me.” » - 

“Why, then, I say, Cleveland fof ever, again I”, shouted 
Bunce. 

‘^Ee quiet, prithee, dear Bunce ! — honest Altamont !” said 
Cleveland. — “ I undertake the business on this condition ; that, 
when I have got the ship cleared for her voyage, with provi- 
sions, and so forth, you will be content to festors Captain Goffe 
to the command, as I said before, and put me ashore somewhere 
to shift fyr myself — You will then be .suife it is impossible 
I can betray you, since I will remain with you to the last 
moment.” 

“ Ay, and ajPber the last moment too, by the blue vault I or 
I mistidce the matter,” muttered Bunce to himself. 

The matter was now put to the vote ^ and so confident were 
the crew in Cieveland’s superior address and management, that 
the temporary deposition of Gofie found little resistance even 
among hia o^n partisans, who reasonably enough observed, 
“ He might at least have kept Sober to look after his own busi* 
ness — E'en let him put it to rights again iiext moming, 

u ho will.” 
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But when the next morning (same, the drunken part of the 
crew, being informed of the issue of the deliberations of the 
council, to which they were virtually hefd to have assented, 
showed such a sup&ior sense of Cleveland’s merits, that Colfe, 
sulky and malcontent as he was, judged it wisest for the pre- 
sent to suppress hil feelings of resentment until safer oppor- 
tunity for suffering them to explode, and to submit to the 
degradation which so frequently took place among a piratical 
crew. * 

Cleveland, on his part, resolved to take upon him, with spirit 
and without loss of time, the task of extt*i (Sating his ship’s 
company ffom their perilous sjtuatiou. For this pur^se, he 
ordered the boat, with the purpose of going ashore in person, 
carrymg with him twelve of \he stoutest and liest men of the 
ship’s® company, all very handsomely aj>potrfted (for the success 
of their nefarious professKsi had enabled the pirates to assume 
nearly as gay dresses as their officers), and, above all, each man 
being sufficiently armed with cutlass and puJtol% and several 
ha¥ing pole-axes and poniards ^ 

Cleveland himafif was gallantly atUred m a blue coai^, lined 
with cnmson silk, •and laced with gold very richly, crimson 
4amask waistcoat and breeches, a velvet cap, richly embroi- 
dered, Y^th a white feather, white silk stockings, and red-heeled 
shoes, whi(jh werp the extremity of finery among the gallants 
of the day. He had a gold chain several tim(38 folded *if>und 
his neck, which sustaiued a whistle of the same Sietal the 
ensign of his authority. Above all, ho wore a cJc' oration* 
jiecuhar to those faring depredators, who, jiesides i no, or 
]>erhaps two, brace of pistols at their belt, liad usuaJiy two 
additional brace,* o{ the finest mounting and workmanship, 
suspended over their shoulders in a sort of shug or scarf of 
(Timflon ribbon. The hilt and mounting of the Captain’s sword 
corresponded in value to the rest of his appointments, and Jiis 
naturd good mien was so well adapted to the whoje equipment, 
that when he appeared on deck, he was received with a general 
shout by the crew, who, as m other popular socfesties, judged a 
groat deal by the eye. 

Cleveland took with him in the boat, amongst others, hw 
predecessor in office, Ooffe, whb was also very richly dressed, 
but who, not having the advantage of such an exterior as 
develand^s, looked like a IxKirish clown in the dress of a 
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courtier, or rather like a vulgar-faced footpad decked in the 
spoils of some one whom he has murdered, aud whose claim to 
the property of his garments is rendered doubtful in the eyes 
of all who look upon him, by the mixtul^e of awkw^irdnees, 
remorse, cruelty, and msolence, which clouds his countenance. 
Cleveland probably chose to take Goffe akhore with him, to 
prevent his having any opportunity, durmg his absence, to 
debauch the crew from their allegiance. In this guise they 
left the ship, and,« singing to their oars, while the water foamed 
higher.*at the chorus, soon reached the quay of Kirkwall. 

The command of the vessel was m the meantime intrusted to 
Bunce, upon whose allegiance pieveland knew that he might 
perfectly depend, aud, in a private conversation with him of some 
length, he gave Imn directions h6w to act in such emergencies 
as might occunj • * ‘ 

These arrangements bemg madej and Bunce having been 
repeatedly charged to stand upon his guard alike? against the 
adluh-eiits of^GcKIe and any attempt from the shore, the boat 
put off. As she aijproached the harbour, Cleveland displa^red 
a white flag, and could ^observe that their ^appearance seemed 
to occasion a good deal of bustle and alamf. People were seen 
running to and fro, and some of them appeared to be getting 
under arms. The battery was manned^hastily, and the^ English 
colours displayed. These were alarnimg symptoms, the rather 
that* Cleveland knew, that, though there were no artillerymen 
in Kirkw^Sill, yet there wxre many sailors perfectly competent to 
the management of great guns, and willing enough to undertake 
such service in case of need • • 

Notmg these hostile preparations with a heedful eye, but 
sufiering nothing like doubt or anxiety to qpp^r on his counte- 
nance, Cleveland ran the boat nght for the quay, on which 
several people, armed with muskets, nfles, and fowlmg-pieces, 
and others with half-pikes and whaling-knives, Jwere now aa- 
sembled, as ^if to oppose his landing. Apparently, however, 
they had not positively determined what measures tiey were to 
pursue ; for, w*hen the boat reached the quay, those immediately 
opposite bore back, and suflered Cleveland and bis party to leap 
ashore without hindrance. They immediately drew up on the 
quay, except two, whoyies their Captain had commanded, remained 
in the boat, which they put off to a little distance ; a manoeuvre 
which, while it placed the boat (the only one belonging to the 
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sloop) out of danger of being seized, indicated a sort of careless 
confidence in Cleveland and his party, which was calculated to 
intimidate their op^nents. • * 

The Kirkwallers, however, showed the old Northern blood, 
put a manly face upon the matter, and stood upon the quay, 
with their arms shouldered, directly opposite io the rovera, 
and blocking up against them the street which leads to tho 
town. 

Cleveland was the first who spoke, as the iparties stood thus 
looking upon each other. — ‘‘How is this, gentlemen burghers?” 
he said ; “ are you Orkney folks turned HigMandmen, that you 
aye all under arms so early thi^ mommg ; or have you manned 
the quay to give me the honour of a salute, upon taking the 
command of my ship?” 

Tift burghers looked on each other, and •one af them replied 
to Cleveland — “ We do not know who you are , it was that 
other man,** pomtmg to Goffe, “ who used to come ashore as 
Captain.” • * 

That other gentleman is my mate, a^^d commands in my 
absence,*' said Cleveland , — but what is that to the pwpose ? 
I wish to speak with your Lord Mayor, or whatever you call 
^im.” 

“The Provost is sitting in council with the Magistrates,” 
answered the spokesman. 

“ So much the better/’ replied Cleveland, — “ Where cfe* their 
Worships meet ?” * 

“ In the Council-house,” answered the other. • 

“ Then make wly for us, gentlemen, if yoq please, for my 
people and I are^omg there.” 

There was a whisper among the townspeople but several 
were unresolved upon engaging in a desperate, and perhaps an 
ipnecessary conflict, with desp^ate men ; and tiie more deter- 
mined citizens fojmed the hasty reflection that the strangers 
might be more easily mastered m the house, or perhaps in the 
narrow streets which they had to traverse, t^n when they 
stood drawn qp and prepared for battle upon tKe quay. They 
suffered them, therefore, to proceed unmolested , and tfieve- 
lahd, moving very slowly, keeping his people •close together, 
Buffering no one to press upon the flanks of hi^ little detach 
ment, and making four men, who constituted his rear-guard, 
turn round and face to the rear flrom time to time, rendered it, 
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by his caution, a very dangerous task to make any attempt upon 
them. 

In tKis manner they ascended the narrow street, and reached 
the Council-house, where the Magistrates w*ere actually sitting^ 
as the citizen had informed Cleveland. Here the inhabitants 
began to pi css forward, with the purpose of mingling with the 
piiates, and availing themselves of the crowd in the narrow 
entrance, to secure as many as they could, without allowing 
tliem room for the free use of their weapons But this also 
liad Cleveland foreseen, and, ere entering the council-room, he 
caused the entrance to be cleared and secm*ed, commanding 
four of his men to face down tjbe street, and as many to co^- 
fiont tlie crowd who were thruskng each other from above. 
The burgliers recoiled back froni the ferocious, swarthy, and 
sunburnt countonanlob, as well as the levelled arms, of •these 
despcnidoe.s, and Cleveland, with tha rest of his party, entered 
tlie council-rcxim, where the Magistrates were sitting m council, 
fvuth'veiy' lit^e ii^tendance These gentlemen were thus sepa- 
rated effectually from^the citizens, who looked to them for orders, 
and weio perhaps more completely at the rn’erry of Cleveland, 
tliati he. With his little handful of men, coifld be said to be at 
th/it of the multitude by whom they were surrounded. 

The Magistrates seemed sensible of Hheir danger ; fpr they 
looked uf)on em;h other m some confusion, whep Cleveland thus 
addreitsod them , — 

Good *morrow, gentlemen, — T hope there is no imkindne.s8 
ibetwixt us I am come to talk with you about getting supplies 
loi my ship yonder in the roadstead — we banneft sail without 
tliem ” 

Your sljip, sir?” said the Provost, who^was a man of sense 
and spirit, — ** how do we know that you are her Captain?” 

Look at me,” said Cleveland, and you will, I think, scarce 
ask the question again.” ^ 

The Magistrate looked at him, and accordingly did not think 
proper to pursue that part of the inquiry, but proceeded to say 
— And if yoU are her Ca]»tain, whence comes slie, and where 
IS she bound foi ? You look too much like a man-of-war’s man 
to be master o£ a trader, and we know that you do not bddng 
to the Bntish^navy.” • 

Thera are more men-of-war on the soa than sail under the 
British ffag,” replietl Cleveland; “but say that I were oom* 
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mander of a free-trader here, williag to exchange tobacco, 
brandy, gin, and such like, for cured fish and hides, why, I dc 
not think I deserve so very bad usage fronap the merchaifta of 
Kirkwall as to deny i 5 e provisions for my money V* 

** Look you, Captain,*' said the Town-olerk, it is not tlmt 
we are 80 very straif-laced neither — for, when gentlemen of 
your cloth come this way, it is as weel, as I tauld the Provost, 
just to do as the collier did when he met the devil, — and that 
w, to have naething to say to them, if they have naething to 
say to uB , — and there is the gentleman,** pointing to frofle 
“ that was Oaptam before you, and may be Captdin after you,” 
— (VThe cuckold sjieaka truth jn that,” muttered Goffe), — 
he knows well how handsomely we entertained him, fSU he 
and his men took upon them *to run through the town hke 
hellicat Mevils — I see one of them there l^that was the very 
fellow that stopped my serwit wench on the street, as she 
carried the laiftem home before me, and insulted her before my 
face ^ • 

if it please your noble Mayorship’s honour and glory,” said 
Derrick, the fellow at whom the TowniplerS point^, “ i^ was 
not I that brought-to the bit of a tender that earned the lantern 
imthe poop — it wat' quite a different sort of person.*^ 

** Who ;was it, then, sir t” said the Provost. 

“ Why, please yqur majesty’s worship,” said Derrick, making 
several sea bows, and desenbing, os nearly as he could ^ the 
exterior of the worthy Magistrate himself, ‘‘ he was aif elderly 
gentleman, — Dutch built, round in the stem, with a whit' wig 
and a red nose—* very like your majesty, I think then, turning 
to a comrade^ he added, Jack, don’t you thmk £hc fellow that 
wanted to kiss the pptty girl with the lantern t’other night, 
was very Lke his worship V* 

*‘ByG — , Tom Derrick,” answered the party ’appealed to, 
“ 1 believe it is» the very man 

This is insolence which we can make you repent of, gentle- 
men I” said the Magistrate, justly imtated at their eftroiitery ; 

you have behaved in this town, as if you were In an Indian 
village at Madagascar. You yourself, Captain, if captain you 
be, Were at the head of another not, no longer since than 
yesterday. We will give you no* provision# till we know better 
whom we are supplying. And do not thmk to bully us ; when 
I shake this Imdkerchief out at the window, which is at xny 
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elbow, your ship goes to the bottom. Remember she lies under 
the guns of our battery.” 

And how mftny of thftse guns ai;e honeycombed, Mr. 
Mayor 1” said Cleveland He put the question by chance ; but 
instantly perceived, from a sort of confusion which the Provost 
in vain endeavoured to hide, that the artillery of Kirkwall was 
not in the best order. “Come, come, Mr. Mayor/* he said, 
“ bullying will go down with us as little as with you. Your 
guns yonder will do more harm to the poor old sailors who ore 
to work them^ than to our sloop , and if we bring a broadside 
to bear on the town, why, your wives’ crockery wij^ be in some 
danger And then to talk to^us of seamen being a little frolic- 
some 'ashore, why, when are they otherwise ? You have the 
Greenland whalers playing the ‘devil among you every now and 
then , and the ^efy Dutchmen cut capers in the streets of 
Kirkwall, like porjioises before a of wind. I am told you 
are a man of sense, and I am sure you and I could settle this 
matter m t^ve course of a five minutes* palaver.*’ 

“Well, sir,” saici the Provost, “ I will hfar what you hrf^e to 
say, if you will walk this way ’* 

Cleveland accordingly followed him Into a small interior 
apartment, and, when there, addressed the Provost thus :— *• I 
will lay aside my pistols, sir, if you are afraid of thenu'* 

“ D — your pistols !'* answered the Provost, “ I have served 
the Kmg, and fear the smell of powder as little as you do ! ” 

“ So much the better/* said Cleveland, “for you will hear me 
the more coolly. — Now, sir, let us be what perhaps you suspect 
us, or let us be anything else, what, in Ihe n!ime of Heaven, 
can you get by keeping us here, but blows jmd bloodshed? for 
which, bcjieve me, we are much better provided than you can 
pretend to be. The point is a plain one — you are desirous to 
be rid of us — we are desirous to be gone. Let us have the 
means of departure, and we leave you mstaijtly.*^ 

“ Look yf, Captain,*’ said the Provost — “ I thirst for no man’s 
blood. You are a pretty fellow, as there were many among the 
bucaniers in iny time — but there is no harm in wishing you a 
Setter trade. You should have the stores and welcome, for 
your money, so you would m^e these seas clear of you. But 
then here li^ the nsb. The ^Halcyon frigate is etpected here 
in these parts immediately , when she hears of you she will be 
at you ; for there is nothing the white lapeUe loves better than 
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tt rovex — ^you are seldom without a cargo of dollars. Well, he 

comes down, gets you under his stem" 

** Blows us into the air if you please,” sai<^ Cleveland. 

Nay, that must he as you please, Captain,” said the Provost ; 
but then, vhat is to come of the good town of Kirkwall, that 
has been packing and peeling with the King’s enemies ? The 
burgh will be laid under a round fine, and it may be that the 
Provost may not come off so easily.” 

“Well, then,” said Cleveland, “I see where* your pinch lies. 
Now, suppose that I run round this island of yours, and get 
into the roadstead at Stromneas ? We could get what we want 
put. on boardf there, without Kirkjvall or the Provost seeming to 
have any hand m it, or, if it* should be ever questioned, your 
want of force and our superior strength will make a sufficient 
apology?’ ^ * • 

“ That may be,” said the Brovost ; “ but if I suffer you to leave 
your present station, and go elsewhere, I must have some security 
•that you will not do harm to the country.” • ^ • 

“ 3^d we,” said Cleveland, “ must have sjme security on our 
side, that you will not detain us, by dribbling out our tinje till 
the Halcyon is on the coast. Now, I am myself perfectly 
W’^ling to continue on shore as a hostage, on the one side, 
provided ^ou will give me your word not to betray me, ami 
send some magistrate, or person of consequence, aboard tlie sloop, 
where his safety will be a guarantee for mine.” • • 

The Provost shook his head, and intimated it ^ould be 
difficult to find a person willing to place himself as hosli.ge in 
such a perilous condition; but said be would propose the 
arrangement to such of the council as were fit to be trusted 
with a matter of such.weight. ^ 


CHAPTER THIRTY-FIFTH. * 

“ I left my poor plough to go ploughing the deep I 

DiBDnf. 

• 

Week the Provost and Cleveland had retpmed into the public 
eocmoil-room, the former retired a second time with* such of bis 
brethren as he thought proper to advise with ; and while they 
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were engaged in discuading Cleveland’s proposal, re^reshmenia 
were offered to him and his people* These the Captain per- 
mittdd lus people ^ partake of, but with the greatest precaution 
against siirprisal, one party relieving the ^uard whilst the others 
wore at their food. • 

He himsiilf, m the meanwhile, walked up and down the 
apartment, and conversed upon indifferent subjects with those 
f>resent, like a person quite at his ease. 

Amongst these individuals he saw, somewhat to his surprise, 
Trip^leinus Yellowley, who, chancing to be at Kirkwall, had 
lieen sunimon(id*by the magistrates as representative, m a certain 
degree, of the Lord Chamberlain, to attend council *on this occa- 
sion. • Cleveland immediately renewed the acquaintance which 
he had formed with the agndultunst at Burgh Westra, and 
asked him hia prebent business m Orkney. 

“Just to look after some of my little plans, Captam Cleve- 
land I am weary of fighting with wild beasts at Ephesus 
yonder, and I •just cam ower to see how my orchard was thriv- 
ing, whilk I had planted four or five miles from Kirkwall, it 
may ^ a year by-gane,^d how the bees -rfere thriving, whereof 
I had imported nuie steps, for the improvement of the country, 
and for the turning of the heather bloom into wax and hon^’ 

^^And they thrive, I hopel” said* Cleveland, whoj^ however 
little mterested in the matter, sustained the; conversation, as if 
in Jweak the chilly and embarrassed silence w^hich hung upon 
the comf>any assembled. 

“ Thrive !” replied Triptolemiia ; “ they thrive like everything 
else in this country, and that is the back^fard way.” 

“ Want of care, I suppose 1” said Cleveland. 

“ The contrary, sir, quite and clean the^cobtrary,” replied the 
Factor ; ^ they died of ower muckle care, like Lucky Christie's 
chickens. — I asked to see the skeps, and cunnmg and joyful did 
the fallow look who was to have taken care them — * Had 
there been onybody m charge but mysell,^ he said, * ye might 
have seen tfie skeps, or whatever you ca’ tliom ; but there wad 
hac been as tbony solan geese ns flees in them, it hadna been 
fbr my four quarters ; for I watched them so closely, that I saw 
them a’ creeping out at the little holes one sunny morning, ‘and 
if I had not stopped the leak oh the instant with a bit clay, the 
deil a bee, of flee, or whatever they are, would have been left 
in the skeps, as ye ca' them — Tn a word, sir, be had clogged 
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up the Livee, as if the puir things had had the pestilenoe^ and 
my bees were as dead as if they had been smeaked — and so ends 
my hope, generandt gl&na rnelli*, as Virgiliiu^hath it” ^ 

“ There is an end of your mead, then,” replied Cleveland j 
“but what is your chance of cider 1 — How does the orchard 
thrive 1” 

“ O, Captain ! this same Solomon of the Orcadian Ophir — I 
am sure no man need to send hither to fetch either talents of 


gold or talents of sense ! — I say, this wise man had watered the 
young apple-trees, in his great tenderness, with hot water, and 
they are perished, root and branch ! But whaj fw^ails gridvmg 1 
— and I wii^ you would tell me instead what is all the din that 
thdbe good fol^ are making al^ut pirates? and what forjare all 
these ill-looking men, tliut are armed like so mony Higlilandmen, 
assembled in the judgment chamber ? — for J ym just come from 
the other side of the island, and 1 have heard nothing distinct 
about It. — Aivi now I look al you yoursell, Captain, I think you 
have mair of these foolish pistolets about you than should 
suffice an honest man m quiet times ” 

“And so I thmk,*too,” said the pacific Triton, old Hoagen, 
who had been an ui^willing follower of the daring Montrose , 
“jf you had been m the Glen of Edderaohyllis, when we were 
sae sair worried by Sir Jchn Worry” 

“You* have forgot the whole matter, neighbour Haageu,” 
said the Factor ; “ Sir John Uny was on your side, and was 
ta’en with Montrose ; by the same token, he lost his head 

“Did he?” said the Tnton. — “I believe you may be right; 
for he changed ^ide8«mair than ance, and wha kens wii 'k he 
died for ? — But always he was there, and so was I ; — a fight 
there was, and I never wish to see another !” 

The entranoe of the Provost here interrupted then* desultory 
conversation. — “ We have determined,” he said, “jOaptam, that 
your ship shall go round to Stromness, or Scalpa-flow, to take 
in stosres, in orSer that there may be no more quarrels between 
the Fair folks and your seamen. And as you wish to stay on 
shore to see the Fair, we intend to send a respectable gentleman 
on board your vessel to pilot her round the Mainland, as the 
navigation is but ticklish.” 

“ Spoken like a quiet and sensible magistrate, Mr.* Mayor," said 
dev^d, and no otherwise than as I fapected.^— And what 
gentleman is to honour our quarter-deck during my abeence % ” 
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“We have fixed that, too, Captain Cleveland," said the 
Provost ; “ you may be sure we were each more desirous than 
another to go upqu so pleasant a voyage, and in such good 
company ; but being Fair time, most of u^ have some affairs in 
hand — I myself, m respect of my office, cannot be well e^iared 
— the eldest Bailie’s wife is lying in — the Treasurer does not 
agree with the sea — two Bailies have the gout — the other two 
are absent from town — and the other fifteen members of council 
ore all engaged on particular business." 

“ All that I can tell you, Mr. Mayor," said Cleveland, raising 

his voice, “is, th^t I expect" 

“ A moment’s patience, if you please, Captam,” said the 
Provost, interrupting him — “ So that we have come to the 
resolution that our worthy Mr. l^riptolemus Yellowley, who is 
Factor to the LojiJ Chamberlain of these islands, si all, in 
respect of his official situation, be preferred to the honour and 
pleasure of accompanying you ” 

*tMel" sfud the astonished Triptolemus; “what the devil 
should I do going on your voyages? — my business is on,,diy 
land'" 

“ Tne gentlemen W’aut a pilot," said th^ Provost, whispering 
to him, “ and there is no eviting to give them one." ^ 

“Do they want to go bump on shore, then?" said the Factor 
— “how the devil should I pilot them, that never touched 
rudder m my life?" 

“^ust ! — hush! — be silent!" said the Provost, “if the 
people of this town heard ye say such a word, your utility, and 
respect, and rank, and every thing else, is dean gone ! — No 
man is anything with us island folks, unless he can hand, reef, 
and steer. — Besides, it is but a mere form ; -and we will send 
old Pate Sinciair to help you. You will have nothing to do 
but to eat, drink, and be merry all day," 

“Eat and dnnk said the Factor, not able to comprehend 
exactly why this piece of duty was pressed upon him so hastily, 
and yet not veiy capable of resisting or extricating himself from 
the toils of the more knowing Provost — “Eat and drink? — 
that is all very well ; but, to speak truth, the sea does not 
agree with me any more than with the Tre^urer ; and 1 have 
always a better appetite for eating and drinking ashore." 

“ Hush ! hush ! h^h !" again said the Provost, in an under 
tone of earnest expostulation ; “ would you actually min youi 
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character out aad out ? — A factor of the High Gharaberlaiu of 
tlie Isles of Orkney and Zetland, and not like the sea 1 — ^you 
might aa well say you are a Highlander, „ and do not likd 
whisky V* 

**You must settle it somehow, gentlemen,” said Captain 
Cleveland ; it is time we were under weigh. — Mr. Tripto- 
lemus Yellowley, are we to be honoured with your company ?” 

“ I am sure, Captain Cleveland,” stammered the P'ootor, “ I 

would have no objection to go any where with you — only" 

He has no objection,” said the Provost, catching at the 
first limb of the sentence, without awaiting the pcs elusion. ’ 

“ He has no objection,” cried the Treasurer. 

He has no objection,” supg* out the whole four Pailies 
together , and the ^teen Councillors, all catchmg up the same 
phrase o5 assent, repeated it m chorus, with ,the additions of — 
“good man” — “public spirited” — “honourable gentleman” — 
“ burgh eternally obliged” — *^where will you find such a worthy 
Factor 1” and so forth. » 

As|;onished and confused at the praises with whibh he was 
overwhelmed on all tides, and in no shape understanding the 
nature of the transacti 9 n that was gomg forward, the astouhded 
an4^ overwhelmed agriculturist became mcapable of resisting 
the part of the Kirkwall Ourtius thus insidiously forced upon 
him, and "St^as dehvered up by Captain Cleveland to his party, 
with the strictest injunctions to treat him with honour ^and 
attention. Goffe and his companions began now to Iwl him 
off, amid the applauses of the whole meeting, after the manner 
in which the victim o£ ancient days was garlanded and .grtx.ted 
by shouts when consigned to the priests for the purpose of 
being led to the altar, and knocked on the head, a sacrifice for 
the common weal. It* was while they thus conducted, and m 
a manner forced him out of the council -’Chamber, that poor 
Tr^tolemus, m\^ch alarmed at finding that Cleveland, in whom 
he had some confidence, was to remain behind the party, tned, 
when just going out at the door, the effect of one remon- 
strating belbw — “ Nay, but Provost ! — Captain !nr-BaUies ! — 
Treasurer I — Councillors 1 — if Captain Cleveland does not go 
aboard to protect me, it is nae bargam, and go I will not, unless 
I am trailed with cart-ropes !” 

His protest was, however, drowned in t^e unanimous chorus 
of the Magistrates and Oouncihors, returning him thanks for 
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his pubHo spirit — wishing him a good voyage — and pnqring to 
Heaven for his happy and speedy return. Stunned and orer- 
wheftmed, and thinking, if he had any distinct thoughts at all, 
that remonstrance was vam, where iriendb and strangers seemed 
alike determined to carry the point against him, <Triptolemus, 
without fa^^her resistanoe, suffered himself to be conducted into 
the street, where the pirate’s boat’s crew, assembling around 
him, began to move slowly towards the quay, many of the 
town’s folk folj owing out of curiosity, but without any attempt 
at interference or annoyance ; for the pacific compromise which 
the dexterity of the first Magistrate had achieved, was unani- 
mously approved of as a much better settlement o^i the disputes 
botw^xt them and the strangers, than might have been attained 
by the dubious issue of an app(3al to arms. 

Meanwhi)e, aa^they went slowly along, Triptolemus hod time 
to study the appearance, counton^ce, and dress of those into 
wliose hands he had been thus delivered, and began to imagine 
that he read \n their looks, not only the general erpreasion of a 
des[)erate ‘character, but some sinister intentions directed? par- 
ticularly towards Miimself. He was alarVned by the truculent 
kicks of Groffe, in particular, who, holding his arm with a 
gnpe which resembled m delicacy of touch the compresaiqp of 
a smith’s vice, oast on him from the outer comer of his eye 
oblique glances, like those which the eagle throws upon the 
pr^y which she has clutched, ere yet she proceeds, as it is tech- 
nically i^alled, to plume it. At length Yellowley’s fears got so far 
the better of hia pnidence, that he fairly asked his terrible con- 
ductor, in a sort of crying whisper, “ Ars» you agoing to murder 
me, Captain, In the face of the laws baith of God and man ?” 

** Hold your peace, if you are wise,” said^Goffe, who had hht 
own reasons for desiring to increase the panic of his captive ; 
“ we have not murdered a roan these three months, and why 
should you put us in mind of it 1” 

“ You are but joking, I hope, good worthy Captain,” replied 
TriptolemuS. This is worse ^an witches, dwai^, dirking of 
whales, cowping of cobles, put all together I — this is an away- 
^anging crop, with a vengeance I — %hat good, in Heaven’s 
name, would murdering me do to you 1” 

** We migit have^Bome pleasure m it, at least,^ md Ooffa*— * 
Look tha^ fellows in the face, and see if you see one among 
them tliat would not rather kill a man than let it alone i — ^But 
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we will speak more of that wheu you have first had a taste of 
the bilbo^ — unless, indeed, you come down with a handsc^e 
round handful of Chili boards* for your ransom.'* • 

As I shall liv^ by bread, Captain," answered the Factor, 
that misbegotten dwarf has carried off the whole hornihl of 
silver!" * . 

A cat-and-nine-taila will make you find it again,” said 
Gofie, gruffly; “flogging and picklmg is an excellent recipe 
to bnng a man’s wealth into his mind — twistmg a bow-string 
round his skull till the eyes start a httle, is a very good remem- 
brancer too !" ^ • “ 

“ Oaptaift," replied Yellowlej^ stoutly, “ I have no money — 
.seldom can improvers have. v- We turn pasture to till%e, and 
barley into aits, and heathef into greensward, and the poor 
yarpiuP^ as the benighted creatures here •call tljoir peat-bogs, 
into baittle grass-land; but we seldom make anything of it 
that comcis back to oui* ain pouch — The carlea and the cart-avers 
make it all, and the carles and the cart-avers eat ij^ all, and the 
deil clink douri with it !" 

“ Well, well," saTd Goffe, “ if you bg reiilly a poor fe^ow, fis 
you pretend, 1*11 stand your friend ," then, inclining his head 
to rekch the ear of the Factor, who stofxi on tiptoo with 
anxiety, he said, “ II yofl love your life, do nut enter the boat 
with us.^* ^ 

“ But how am 1 to get away from you, while you hold mo 
30 fast by the arm, that I could not get off if the wfiole year’s 
crop of Scotland depended on itT* 

“Hark ye, you ^dgeon," said Goffe, “just when you come 
to the water’s edge, and when the fellows are jumping in and 
taking their oars,* slue yourself round suddenly to the larlKjard 
— I wiU let go your arm — and then cut and run for your life 
Triptolemus did as he was desired, Goffe’l willing hand 
relax^^ the grasp as he had promised, the agriculturist trundled 
off like a football that has just reccivt^l a strong irnjiulse 
from the foot of one of the players, and, with celerity which 
surprised himself as well as all beholders, fled through the 
town of Kirkwall Nay, such was the mifietus of his retreat, 
that, as if the grasp of the pirate was still open tp [lounce upon 
him, be never stopped till he bad travc^xl the whole town, 
and attained the open countiy on the other side. They who 
* Commonly called, by landmneTi, HpaniMb dollam. 

VOL. xni- 2 r 



386 ^AVEBLEY NOVEIA 

had Been him that day — his hat and wig lost in the sudden 
e%rt he had made to bolt forward, his cravat awry, and his 
waistcoat unhuttonfed, — and who had an opportunity of coni' 
paring his round spherical form and short legs with the por- 
tentous speed at which he scoured through the strel^t, might 
well say, that if Fuiy ministers amis, Fear confers wings. His 
very mode of ninning seemed to be that peculiar to his fleecy 
(•arc, for, like a ram in the midst of his race, he ever and anon 
encouraged liimsClf by a great bouncing attempt at a leap, 
though tluiro were no obstacles in hi^ way. 

Thoie was no pursuit after the agncultunst , and though a 
musket or tv o were presente4, for the purpose of^ sending- a 
leaden hicssenger after him, yet Cofie, tunimg peacemaker for 
once in his life, so exaggerated the dangers that would attend a 
hreiich of the tnice Vith the people of Kirkwall, that fie pre- 
vailed iif)OTi the boat’s crew to forhe&r any active hostilities, and 
to pull off for their vessel with all deH|)atch. 

llie burglars; who regarded the escape of Triptolemus as a 
tninri}ih on their sid^f, gave the boat three cheers, by way of an 
iriMiltipg farewell, while the Magistrates, on the other hand, 
enter tamed great anxiety respecting the piobable consequences 
of this breach of articles between thym and the pirates , aird, 
could they have seized upon the fugitive very privately^ instead 
of coniplimeiiting him with a civic feast in ho’^our of the agility 
which he displayed, it is likely they might have delivered the 
runaway hostage once more into the hands of his foemen. But 
< it was impossible to set their face publicly to such an act of 
vjolenc'e, and therefore they content^ themselv&s with closely 
watching Cleveland, whom they determined to^ make responsible 
for any aggression which might be attempted by the pirates. 
Cleveland, on his part, easily coiyectured that the motive which 
Goffe had for Buffering his host^e to escape, was to leave him 
answerable for all consequenc^es, and,^ relying more on the at- 
tachment and intelligence of his friend and adherent Frederick 
Altamont, alias Jack Bimce, than on anything else, expected 
the result wdlh considerable anxiety, since the Magistrates, 
tfiough they continued to treat him with civility, plainly inti- 
mated they WTuld regulate bis treatment by the behaviour of 
the crew, thopgh he no longer commanded them. 

It was not, however, without some reason that ho redconed 
on the devoted fidelity of Bunce j for no sooner did that trus^ 
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adherent receive from Goffo, and the boat’s crew, the news of 
the escape of Triptolemus, than he immediately concludecj it 
had been favoured by the late Captain, in ©rder that, CHivelaud 
being either put death or consigned to hopeless imprison- 
ment, Gc^e might be called upon to resume the command of 
the vessel. • , 

“ But the drunken old boatswain shall miss his mark,” said 
Bnnce to his confederate Fletcher ; “ or else I am contente<l to 
quit the name of Altamont, and be called Jack Bunce, or Jack 
Dunce, if you like it better, to the end of the chapter." 

Availing himself accordingly of a sort of nautical eloquence, 
which his enemies termed slack-jaw, Bunce set before tlie crew, 
Ilf a most animated manner, disgraco which they all t^staimul 
by their Captain remaining, as he wan pleascsd to term it, m the 
bilbooe without any hostage to answer fo« iim si^foty ; and sue 
Deeded so far, that, beaid^ exciting a good deal of discontent 
against GofSa, he brought the crew to the resolution of sei?:ing 
the first vessel of a tolerable ajipearance, and <Wclj:g*ing tliat the 
shjp, crew, and cargo should be dealt with according to the usage 
which Clevohind should receive on shoje. It was judge<^ at the 
same time proper tc^try the faith of the Orcadians, by removing 

§ |pm the roadstead of Kirkwall, and going round to tliat of 
tromness, where, a^u'orcftng to the treaty betwixt Provost Torfe 
and Captain Cleveland, they were to victual their sloop. They 
resolved, in the meantime, tr> mtnist the command of th^¥e8sel 
to a council, consisting of Goffc, the boatswain, iRid Bunce 
himself, until Cleveland should be in a situation to re?' iiue his* 
command. # • 

These resolutions having been proposed and cKsceded to, they 
weighed anchor, and got their sloop under sail, without expo- 
'lencing any opposition or annoyance from the baftery, winch 
relieved them of one im[x>rtaiit apprehension incidental to their 
situation. 
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OaAPTER THIRTY-SIXm 

Clup on more sail, pursue up with your fighta, 

Give Are — she is my prize, or ocean whelm them all 1 

Shaksfearb 

A VKBY handflome brig, which, with several other vessels, was 
the property of M|§kgnus Troil, the great Zetland Udaller, had re- 
ceived on board that Magnate himself, his two lovely daughters 
and the facetious Claud Halcro, who, foi friendship's sake chiefly, 
and the love of beauty proixir to his poetical calling, attended 
them on their journey from Zetland to the capital of Orkney, to 
which Noma had referred tliem, as the place where her mysti- 
cal oracles should at length receive a satisfactory eiqilanaHon. 

ITiey passetf, at a distance, the trejmendoua clifis of the lonely 
sjiot of earth called the Fair Isle, which at an equal distance 
from either archipelago, lies in the sea which divides Orkney 
from Zetland , and at length, after some baffling winds, made 
the of Sanda,'* Off the headland so named, they became 
involved in a strong current, well known by those who frequent 
these seas as the Iloost of the Start, which carried them con- 
siderably out of their course, and, join'ed to an adverse wiua, 
forced them to keep on the east side of the island of ^tronsa, 
and flrally compelled tiicin to he by for the nigKt in Papa Sound, 
since the navigation in dark or thick weather, amongst so many 
low islands, is neither pleasant nor safe. 

On the ensuing moniing they resumed their voyage under 
more favourable auspices , and coasting along the island of 
Stronsa, whose flat, verdant, and comparatively fertile shores 
formed a s^ng contrast to the dtin hills aiid dark clifis of their 
own islands, they doubled the cape called the Lamb Head, and 
stood away for ^l^kwall. 

They had scarce opened the beautiful bay betwixt Pomona 
and ShapinsKa, and the sisters were admiring the massive churcl 
of Somt Magnus, as it was first seen to rise from amongst the 
iTTferior buildmgs of Kirkwall, when the eyes of Magnus and of 
Claud Halcro were attracted by an object which they thought 
more interestiug. T|jis was an armed sloop with her sails set, 
which had ji&t left the anchorage in the bay, and was rannii% 
before the wind by which the brig of the Udaller was beating in 
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“A tight thing that, by my ancestors' bones !** ssud the old 
Udaller , “ but I oannot m^e out of what country, as sh^ shows 
no colours. Spaniji^ built, I should think her.” 

** Ay, ay," said Claud Halcro, ** she has all the look of it. 
She runs* before t^e wind that we must battle with, which is 
the wonted way of the world. As glorious John^ys — 

** With roomy deck, and gons of mighty strength. 

Whose low-laid inoutha each mountain bJJow laves. 

Deep in her draught, and warlike in her len^h, 

She seems a seawrasp dying on the wavo^ ” 

. Brenda could not help telliag Halcro, when he liad^spouted 
* this stanza with great enthutfi^sm, ‘‘ that though the description 
was more like a tirst-rate than a sloop, yet t^e simile of the sea- 
wasp served but indifferently for cither." * • 

“ A sesrwasp V* said Mdigiius, looking ivith some surprise, as 
the sloop, afiiftmg her course, suddenly bore down on th^ — 

“ Egad, I wish she may not sliow us prosentl/ that she has a 

Btillgl" 

What the Udaller said in jest was •fulfilled in earnest ; for, 
without boistmg cdlours oi hailing, two shots were discharged 
ffem the sloop, one of \^ich ran dipping and dancing upon the 
water, just ahea<l of the Zetlander’s bows, while the other went 
through his mainsail 

Magnus caught up a speaking-trumpet, and hailed floop, 
to demand what she was, and what was the meaning of this 
unprovoked aggression. He was only answered by Uic steni * 
command — “ Down* topsails instantly, and lay your mainsail to 
the mast — ^you sl^^ll see who we are presently " 

There were no means within the reach of possibilily by which 
obedience could be evaded, where it would instantly have been 
enforced by a broadside ; and, with much fear on the part of 
the sisters and Claud Halcro, mixed with anger and astonish- 
ment on that of the Udaller, the brig lay-to to await the com- 
mands of tke captors. 

The sloop immediately lowered a boat, with six armed hands, 
oeipmanded by Jack Bunco, which rowed directly for their prize. 
As th^ approached her, Claud Halcro whispered^ the Udaller 
— If what we hear of bucaniers be truef these men, with their 
silk 6ear:& and vests, have the very cut of them." 

My daughters i my daughters I" muttered Magnus to him 



390 


^AVERLEY NOVELS^. 


self, with such an agony ajs only a father could feel — “ (k> down 

below fud hide yourselves, girls, while I” 

He threw down his speaking trumpet ai\d seized on a hand 
ftjnke, while his daughters, more afraid of the consecjuences ni 
his fiery temper to himself than of anything else, hung round 
him, and begged him to make no resistance. Claud Halero 
united his entreaties, adding, It were best pacify the fellow's 
with fair words They might,” he said, ‘*be Dunkirkers, or 
insolent man-of-wdr^s-men on a frolia” 

No, no,” answered Magnus, ‘‘ it ds the sloop which the 
yagger told us of. But I will take your advice — I will have 

patieiic<^ for these girls’ sakes , )et” 

He had no time to conclude the' sentence, for Bunce jumped " 
on board with his p^fy, and draiving his cutlass, struck i^, upon 
tlie com]:)aniou-hidder, and declared the ship was theirs. 

By wliat warrant or authority d6 you stop us pn the high 
seas?” said Magnus 

Here ait half-a-dozen of warrants,” said Bunce, showing 
the pistols which wei*e hiuig round him, according to a pirate 
fashioif alreatly mentioned , ** choose which you like, old gentle- 
lumi, and you shall have the jienisal of it presently ” 

That is to say, you intend to nib us ?” said Magnus. — “ 
be it — we have no means to help it — only be civil to the^womoii, 
and take what you please from the vessel There is not much, 
but 1 will, and (^an make it worth more if you use us well.” 

Civil to the women said Fletcher, who had also come on 
Uiard with the gang — “when were we olse^, than, civil to themi 
ay, and kind tolxjotl — Look here, Jack Bunce I what a tnm- 
going little thing here is 1 — By G — , she shall make a cniise 
with us, couie of old Sqiiaretoes what will 1” 

Ho seized u|.>oii the terrified Brenda with one hand, and in- 
solently pulled back with the other the hood of the mantle in 
which she had muffled herself. * 

“ Help, father ! — help, Minna 1” exclaimed the affrighted girl ; 
unconscious, at the moment, that they were unaWe to render her 
assistance. 

Magnus again upHfbed the handspike, but Bunce stopped USa 
liand. — “Avast, fath^I”he said, “or you will make a bad 
voyage of it presently— And you, fletcher, let go the girl 1” 

“ And d — ^n me ! why should I let her go ?” said Fletcher. 

“ Because I command you, Dick,” said the other, “ and because 
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i'll make it a quairel else. — And now let me know, beauties, ia 
there one of you bears that queer heathen name of Minna, for 
which I have a certain sort of regard 1” • • 

Gallant sir!” laid Halcro, ‘‘unquestionably it is because 
you have^ome poetry in your heart.” 

“ I have had enough of it in my mouth in my tijne,” answerod 
Bunco ; ‘‘ but that day is by, old gentleman — ^liowever, I shall 
soon find out which of these girls is Minna. — Throw back your 
mufflings from your faces, and don’t be afraid, ipy Lmdamiras , no 
one here shall meddle with you to do you wrong. On iny soul, 
two pretty wenches ’ — I' wish I were at sea in an egg-shell, and 
a^rock under my lee-bow, if I would wish a better leaguer lass 
than the worst of them ! — Bark you, my gkls , which of you 
would like to swing m a rovftr's hammock ? — you should have 
gold ftir the gathering !” • • ^ 

The terrified maidens clung close together, and grew pale ai 
the bold and familiar language of the defli)erate libertme. 

“Nay, don’t be fnghtened,” said he ; o^o shall %erve 
uiider the noble Altamont but by her own free choice* — there la 
no pressing amongst gentlemen of fortune * And do no^look so 
shy upon me neither, as if I spoke of what you never thought 

before. One of you, at least, has heard of Captain Cleveland, 
the Royer.” * 

Brenda grew still paler, but the bloo<l mounted at once in 
Minna’s cheeks, on hearing the name of her lover thiw«unex- 
pectedy introduced ; for the scene was m itself so osn founding, 
that the idea of the vessel’s bemg the consort of wlin Oleve^ 
land had spoken at Burgh Westra, had occurred to no one save 
the UdaUer. 

“ I see how it i^” said JBimce, with a familiar nod, “ and 1 
will hold my course accordingly. — You need not Toe afraid of 
any injury, father,” he added, addressing Magnus familiarly, 
“ and though I have made many a pretty girl pay tribute in 
my time, yet yours shall go ashore without either wrong or 
ransom,” 

“ If you will assure me of that,” said Magnus, “ you ore as 
welcome to the brig and cargo, as ever 1 made man welcome to 
a'can of punch.” 

“ And it is no had thing tbit same ca^ of punch,” said Bunoe, 
^ if we had any one tliat could mix it welL” 

" T wall do it^” said Claud Halcro, “ with any man that ever 
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squeezed lemon — Eric Scambester, the punch-maker of Burgh 
Westra, being alone excepted ” 

“ you are within a grapnel’s length of him, too,” said 
the Udaller. — down below, my girlfe/’ he added, and 
send up the rare old man, and the punch-bowl ” 

The punch-bowl I” said Fletcher ; I say, the bucket, d — 
me! — Talk of Iwwla in the cabin of a paltry merchantman, 
but not to gentlemen strollers — rovers, I woidd say,” comect- 
uig himself, as h^ observed that Bunco looked sour at the 
mistake 

“ And I say, tkese two pretty girls' shall stay on deck, and 
fill my can,” said Bunco ; “ I d^erve some attendance, at lea^t, 
for all if»y gencimity " , 

“And they shall fill mme, too,*” said Fletcher — “they shall 
fill it to the b^irn I will have a kiss for every drop thej 

spill — broil me if I won't 1” , 

“Why, then, I tell you, you shan^t V* said Bunce, “for I'll 
be d^-d if a^y one shall kiss Minna but one, and that's neither 
you nor I , and her other little bit of a consort shall 'scape /or 
company ; — there aie pl^ty of willmg wentbes in Orkney — 
And so, now I tlimk on it, these girls shall 450 down below, and 
bolt themselves into the cabin , and we shall have the punch 
lierc on deck, al fiesco^ as the old gentltSiian proposes.” 

“ Why, Jock, I wish you knew your qwn mmu,” said 
FletcJife-r , “ I have lioon your messmate these two years, and I 
love you ,*-and yet flay me like a wild bullock, if you have not 
,ah many humours as a monkey! — And what shall we have 
to make a little fun of, since you have tfent f^e girls down 
Indowl” 

“ Why, we will have Master Punch-mt^kef here,” answered 
Bunce, “ to* give us toasts, and sing us songs. — ^And, in the 
meantime, you there, stand by sheets and tacks, and get her 
under weigh i — and you, steersman, as you would keep your 
brains in you|; skull, keep her under the stem* of the aloop.— 1/ 
you attempt to play us any trick, I will scuttle your sconce as 
if it were on old calabash !” 

The vessel was accordingly got under weigh, and moved slowly 
on in the wake of the sloop, which, as had been previougly 
agreed upon, held her ^urse, not to return to the Bay of Kirk* 
wall, but for ah excellent ro^stead called Inganess Bay, fcumed 
by a promontory which extends to the eastward two or three 
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mfles from the Orcadian metropolis^ and where the vessels 
might conveniently lie at anchor, while the rovers maintoineil 
any communication with the Magistrates which the new %tate 
of things seemed to require. 

Meantime Claud Halcro had exerted his utmost talents m 
compounding a bucketful of punch for the use of 4he pirates, 
which they drank out of large cans ; the onhnary seamen, as 
well as Bunce and Fletcher, who acted as officers, dipping tliem 
into the bucket with very little ceremony, as ‘they come and 
went upon their duty, ^^agnus, who was ^larticularly appre- 
hensive that ^liquor might awaken the brutal pjissious of tlieso 
desperadoes, was yet so much ^tonished at the quantities 
i«thioh he saw them dnnk, wit^iont pnxlucing any visible effect 
upon their reason, that he could not help expressing his sur- 
prise to Bunre himself, who, wild as he wftF^J yet .appeared by 
far the most civil and conversable of his party, and whom he 
was, jxirhapa, clesirous to conciliate, by a compliment of which 
•all Ik)ou topers know the value • ^ * 

‘‘Bones of Saint ^ Magnus said the UjJaller, “I use<i to 
think I took off my can like a gentleman ; but to sec you^ men 
swallow, Captain, oife would think their stomacjhs were as 
IwlWomlcss as the hole of ^aifell in Foula, which I have soumled 
myself with a line of a hundred fithoms. By my soul, the 
Bicker of Saint Magnus were hut a sip to them 

“In our way of life, sir,” answered Bunco, “ there is no^iant 
till duty calls, or the puncheon is drunk out.’' * 

“ By ray word, sir,” said Claud Halcro, “ I believe Ih* ih 
not one of your people but could drink out the nyckle bicker of 
Scarpa, which was ^ways offered to the bishop of Orkney brim- 
ful eff the best bummock that ever was brewed ”* ^ 

“If drinking could make them bishops,” said Bunco, “I 
should have a reverend crew of them ; but as they^iave no other 
dericjd qualitids al^mt them, I do not propose that they shall 
got drunk to-day , so we will cut our drink with a song.” 

“ And m sing it, by 1” said or swore Dick Fletcher, and 

instantly struck up the old ditty — 

. “ It wan a ship, and a abip of fame. 

Launch'd off the stocky bound for the maSia 
With an hundred and fifty brisk 3l»ung men, 

AH pick'd and chosen every one." * 


Liquor brewed for a Christmax ireat 
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“ I would sooner be keel-hauled tlian hear that song over 
itgain,^^ said Bonce , and confound your lantern jaws, you can 
squdhze nothing elee out of them !" 

By /’ said Fletcher, “ I will »uig my song, whether 

you like it or no and again he sung, with the doleful tone of 
a north-easter whistling through sheets and shrouds — 

“ Captnm Glen was our captain's niune ; 

A very gallant and brisk young man , 

'As bold a sailor as e'er went to sea. 

And we were bound for ^igb Barbary ” 

• 

“ 1 toll you again,’* said Bimce, “ we wiU have' none of your 
Hcroo<Sli-owl music liere , and TIJ be d — d if you shall sit h^e 
and make that infernal noise !"* 

“ Wliy, tjieii, Vl\ tell you what,*’ said Fletcher, getting up, 
ril King when I walk about, and I hope there is no harm in 
that, Jack Bunce ” And so, getting up from hnrsoat, he begim 
to* walk up and down the sloop, croakmg out his long and 
disastrous ballad c 

“you see how 1 nu|wage them,” said Bunce, with a smile of 
self-applauso — “ allow that fellow two strides on his own way 
and you make a mutineer of him for life. But I tie him stocct 
up, and he follows me as kindly as h fowler’s spanieiJ after he 
has got a gixnl beating. — And now your t<^ast and your song, 
sir^l’^addi easing Halcro , “or rather your song without your 
toast. have got a toast for myself. Here is success to all 
rovmg blades, and confusion to all honest men !” 

“ I should be sorry to druik that toast, if 1 could help it,” 
said Magnus Troil. 

“ Wliat ! you reckon yourself one qf flie honest folks, I 
wamint f ’ said Bunce. — “ Tell me your trade, and TU teU you 
what I think of it As for the punch-maker here, I knew him 
at first glani'e to be a tailor, who has, therefose, no more pre- 
tensions to be honest, than he has not to mangy. But you 
are some riigh Dutch skipper, I warrant me, that tramjdes on 
the cross wh^ he ^ in Japan, and denies his religion for a day’s 
gmn.” 

“ No,” replied the Udaller, ** I am a gentleman of Zet^d.” 

“ Oh, what 1” retorted the iftiUrical Mr, Bunce, “ you arc eome 
&om the happy climate whm'e giu is a groat a bottle, and where 
there is daylight for everl” 
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“At your service, Gaptaiii/’ said the XJdaller, suppressing 
with much pain some disposition to resent these jests on his 
country, idthough uiK^er every risk, and at al> disadvantage^ 

“At wy service!” said Bmie-e — “Ay, if there was a rojMi 
stretched fifem the wreck to the beach, you would be at my 
service to cut the hawser, make fioaimme and jttmmte of ship 
and caip>, and well if you did not give me a rap on tlie head 
with the back of the cutty axe , and you call yourself honest 1 
But never mind — here goes the aforesaid toast — and do you 
sing me a song, Mr. Fashioner ; and look it ho as good os your 
punch,” , • 

Halcro, mtemally praying for the powers of a new Timotheus, 
turn his strain and check hiR auditor’s ]iride, Jis glnrioiiJ John 
had it, Jiegaji a heart-soothing cfitty with the jbllowmg lines * — 

“ Maidetw fi^h as fairest ri»se, 

• Liston to this lay of mine '* 

’ “ I will hear noth mg of maidens or roses,” 6a*d Jhiaco , '‘it 

puts*rae in mmd wl^at sort of a mrgo wo Ijave got on board , 

and, by , I will bo tnie to my niossmato ancl iny captain 

as long OS I can ’ — And now I thmk on’t, I'll have no more 
pdflch either — ^that last ^up mmle innovation, imd I am not 
to play Cassio to-riight — and if I drink not, nobody (dse 
shall” 

So saying, he manfully kicked over the bucket, wlnclT, ^lot- 
withstanding tlie rcjicated applications made to it, > still 
half full, got up from his stmt, shook himself a little to i.ghte, 
as be expressea it, cocked bis hat, and, walkir^g the quarUir- 
deck with an air, of dignity, gave, by word and signal, the 
orders for bringing the ships to anchor, wliich w^ readily 
obeyed by both, Goffe being then, in all probability, past any 
raiioual state of interference. 

The UdalltA, iu the meantime, coudolcni with Halcro on 
their situation. “ It is bad enough,” said the tough old Norse- 
man ; ** for these are rank rpgues— and yet, were it not for the 
girls, I should not fear them. That young vapouring fellow, 
whg seems to command, is not such a born devil as he might 
have been.” 

“He has queer hiunotirs, though,” said* Halcro and I wish 
we were loose from him. To kioA down a bucket half full of 
the best punch ever was made, and to cut me short in the 
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sweetest song I ever wrote, — I promise you, I do not know 
what he may do next — it is next door to madness.” 

Meanwhile, the^ ships being brought to anchor, the valiant 
Lieutenant Bunce called upon Fletcher, and, resuming his seat 
by his imwilling passengers, he told them they shodld see what 
message he** was about to send to the wittols of Kirkwall, as 
they were something concerned in it. “ It shall run in Dick's 
name,” he said, “ as well as in mine. I love to give the poor 
young fellow a little countenance now and then — don't I, Dick, 
you d — d stupid aes 1” ► 

Wliy, yes, Jack Bunce,” said Dick, “ I can't say but as you 
tlo — only you are always bullocking one about something or 

other, too — but, howsomdever, d ye see ” 

“ Enough said—belay your jaw, Dick,'' said Bunce, wd pro- 
c>eeded to write hiS* epistle, which, being read aloud, proved to 
he of the following tenor • — For the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Kukwall — Gentlemen, As, contrary to your gootl faith given, 
yrui have not Hent us on Ixiard a hosta^ for the safety of our 
Captain remaining, on shore at your request, these come to teU 
y(m, ve are not thus to be trifled with. We have already in 
our possession a brig with a family of distinction, its owners 
and pji^sengers , and as you deal with our Captain, so wiir^re 
deal with them in every respect. And as this is the first, so 
assure yourselves it shall not be the last damage which we will 
do your town and trade, if you do not send on board our 
Captain and supply us with stores according to treaty. 

Given on board the brig Mergoose of Burgh Westra, lying 
in Inganeas Bay Witness our hands, commanders of the 
Fortune’s Favourite, and gentlemen adventUTers,” 

He tber subscribed himself Frederick Altamont, and hmided 
tlio letter to Fletcher, who read tlie said subscription with much 
difficulty ; and admiring the sound of it very much, swore he 
would have a new name himself, cmd the rc.thef that Fletcher 
was the moot crabbed word to spell and conster, he believed, 
in the whole dictionary. He subscribed himself accordingly, 
Timothy Tugmutton. 

♦ “ Will you not add a few lines to the coxcombs V* said Bonce, 
addressing Magnus. 

Not I,'* .^tumed^the Udaller, stubborn in his ideas of right 
and wrong, even in eo formidable an emergency. ** The Magis- 
trates of Kirkwall know their doty, and were I they” — — But 
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here the recollection that bis daughtere were at the mercy of 
these nifidaas, blanked the bold visage of Magnus TroU, and 
checked the defiance which was just about ^ to issue from his 
lips. • 

^ D — n vie,*' said Bunce, who easily corjeotured what was 
passing in* the mind of his prisoner — ^'that pause would have 
told well on the stage — it w'ould have brought down pit, box, 
and gallexy, egad, as Bayes has it.** 

“I will hear nothing of Bayes,** said Olaud Holcro (liimsclf 
a little elevated) ; “it is an impudent satire on* glorious John ; 
but he tickled Buckinghanf otf for it. . 

• 

• ‘ In the first rank of these did Zlrari stand ; 

t ^ A man ao various * *• • 

• 

“HoW your peace ’** said Bunce, drownigg the voice of tfie 
ailmirer of Dryden in louder and more vehement •asseveration 
“the Rehearsal is the be8t*farce ever was written — and I’ll 
uiako him kiss the gunner’s daughter that dewes it. D — n gie, 
I the best Prince Prettyman ever walkinl th5 bcmrds — 

• • 

* SotnetimeH a fiaher s son, BorDutitnes a pruico ^ 

• 

BgJ let us to business. — Hark ye, old gentleman ” (to Magnus), 
“ you have a sort of sulkiness about you, for which some of my 
profesMon* would cut your ears out of your head, and broil them 
for your dinner with red pepper. I have known Guffe do^so to 
a poor devil, for looking sour and dangerous when h^ baw*his 
sloop go to Davy Jones’s locker with bis only son on ‘>c^ard. 
But Fm a spirit of another sort , and if you or the ladn k are 
ill used, it shall be the Kirkwall x>fi^ple’s fault, “and not mine, 
and that’s fair; and so you had better let them know your 
conditioa and your circumstances, and so forth, — And that's 
fair too.** • 

^Magnus, thup exhorted, took up the pen, and attempted to 
write; but his high spirit so struggled with his paternal 
anxiety, that his liand reftised its office. “ I coniftd help it,” 
he said, after one or two illegible attempts to write — “ I cannot 
form a letter, if all our lives depended upon it *’ 

And he could not, with his utmost efforts, so suppress the 
connilsive emotions which he* expenenoed, bift that they 
agitated hia whole frame. The willow Vhich fronds to the 
tempest, ofren escapes better than the oak which reeista it ; and 
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BOf iu ^eat (^lamiticH, it ftom^times happens, that light fund 
frivulous spirits recover their elasticity and preseaice of mind 
soon^ tlian those^ of a loftier charact^. In the present case 
C*laud Haloro was fortunately able to perform the task which 
the deeper feelings of his friend and i>atron refused. He took 
the pi’ii, and, in as few words as possible, explained the situa- 
tion in whudi they were placed, and the cruel risks to which 
they were exposed, insinuating at the same time, as delicately 
as he (;ould exfiress it, that, to the magistrates of the country, 
the life and honour of its citizens should be a dearer object than 
«‘ven the apj^rehfiision or punishment^ of the guilty ; taking care, 
however, to qualify the last expression os much ah jiossible, for 
fear (V‘ giving umbrage to the ‘pirates. * 

Bun(‘o read over the letter, wtich fortunately met his appfcT 
batiou ; and on sqcjng the name of Claud Halrro at the^bottom, 
lie exclaimed, in great surprise, md with more energetic expie>4- 
Kious of assevcnitioii than w^e choose to record — “Why, you are 
the little fedlow that played the fiddle to old Manager Gadal)Out’s 
comi>any, fA ifogs ^Norton, the first season I enme out ther^^ ! [ 

thought I knew yoi«ir c^atchword of glorious^ John.” 

At^ HU other tune this recognition mig(;^t not have been very 
giatoful to Halcro’fi imnstrel pride, but as matters stood w^th 
liirn, the discovery of a golden mine < could not have made him 
more happy He instantly remembered the vei^^ hop6ful young 
|jerforiner who (mine out in Don Scbastidn, and judiciously 
addetl, tjiat the muse of glonous John had never reitiived such 
excellent support diinng the time that he was first (he might 
have added, and only) violm to Mr. Gadalxmt’a company. 

“ Why, yes‘” said Buik'C, “ f believe you are right — I think 
I might have shaken the scene as well as lk>oth or Betterton 
cither. But I was destined to figure on dther boanls” (striking 
his hx>t ujK)n the deck), ** and I believe I must stick by them, 
till I find no boani at all to sujiport me . But now, old 
ftcquaintanc.e, I w'lll do something for you aluc yourself this 
way a bit—^I would have you solus,” Th^ leaned over the 
while Bunco whispered with more serionsness than be 
usually showed, “ I am sorry for this honest old heart of Nor- 
way pine — blight me if I am not — and ftar the dau^ters; too 
— besides T have my own realms for befriending one of them, 
t can be a wild felloil^ with a willing lass of the game ; but to 
such decent and innocent erwitur?^ — d — n me, I am l^pio at 
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Nnmantia, and Alexander in the tent of Darius. You remem 
her how I touch off Alexander?** (here he started into heroics) : 

• • 

“ ‘ Tliua from th% grave I rise to save lay love ; 

All draw your swords, witli wings of lightning move 
When I rush on, sure none will dare to stay^ 

'Tis beauty calls, and glory shows the way.’ *' • 

Claud Halcro failed not to bestow the nec^essary commenda- 
tions on his declamation, declaring that, in Ins opinion as an 
honest man, he hml always thought Mr. Altamont’s giving that 
sfieech far superior m tonedind energy to Bettei^wu. 

Bunce, or •Altaiuont, wrung Ins hand tenderly. “Ah, you 
flatfbr me, my dear friend,” Ije Said , “ yet, why had n^ the 
public some of your judgment should not then have been 
at this ^)ass. Heaven knows, my dear M^.#Halcrc) — Heaven 
knows with what pleasure I could keep you on Ixvlrd with me, 
just that I might liave one Iviend who loves as much to hear, 
as I do to re<‘itc, the choic.c6t pieces of our ^ncst dramid-ic 
authors* The most of ua arc beasts — and, for thft Kirkwall 
hostage yonder, he itses roe, egad, as I itso •Fletcher, I think, 
and huffs me the m^re, the more I do for him. But* how 
delightful would It be in a tropic night, when the ship was 
hanging on the breeze, with a broad and steady sail, for me to 
rehearse Alexander, with you for my pit, box, and gallery ! 
Nay (for you are a‘ follower of the muses, as I reniemlwir),, who 
knows but you ami I might be tlie mearifl iff in8pii;jng, Tike 
Orpheus and Euiydioe, a pure taste into our C(Jmpanu>n^, and 
softening thoir iEann€g*», w’hile we excited their better foelu 
This was spiken with so much unction, that •Claud Halcro 
began to be afraui he had both mmle the actual punch over 
potent, and mixed too* many bewibMng uigrcilicnts tn the cup 
of flattery which he had administered , and tlu^t, under the 
influence of bo^h potions, the sentimental pirate might detain 
him Ijy force, merely to roalisc the scenes wliich his imagination 
presented* The coiguncture was, however, too dchdite admit 
of any active effort on Halcro^s part to rc^lecm.his blunder, 
and therefore he only returned the tender pressure of his friend's 
hand, and uttered the interjection alas in as pathetic a tone 
as he could. • 

Bonce immediately resumed ; You are rightf my friend, 
these are bat run visiona of felicify, and it remains but for the 



400 


WAVERLBY NOVELS. 


unhappy Altainont to serve the friend to whom he is now to 
bid i^ewell 1 have determined to put you and the two girls 
ashoie, with Fletcher for your protection ; and so call up the 
young women, and let them be gone befoKJ the devil get aboard 
of me, or of some one else. You will carry my letter to the 
magistrates and second it with your own eloquence, and assure 
them, that if they hurt but one hair of Cleveland's head, there 
will be the devil to pa^, and no pitch hot/' 

Rebeved at heart by this unex|)ected termination of Bunco's 
harangue, Halcro descended the companion-ladder two stops at 
a tune, and knocking at the cahih door, could scarce fold 
intelligible language enough to say his errarnL The sistei-s, 
hearing with unexpected joy that they were to be set ashore^ 
muffled l;hemselves in their cloaks, and, when they learned that 
the l)oat was Loisfod out, came hastily on deck, where they 
were apprised, for the first time, to their great horror, that 
their lather was still to remain on l)oard of the pirate. 

We will remain with him at every risk,” said Minna — we 
may be of kiuie assistance to bim. were it liut for an instant — 
we will live and die with him !" * 

We slioll aid bun more surely/' said Brenda, who compre* 
hendeti the nature of their situation lietter than Minna, ‘Jby 
interesting the fieople of Kirkwall to grant these gentlemen's 
demands. " 

^J'S[>okeu like an angel of sense and lioaiity,” said Bonce , 
and ufiw away with you , for, d — n me, if this is not like 
having a lighted linsbTck in the poii der-room — if you B{>6ak 
another word more, (confound me if I kn<!^w hc;w I sliall bring 
myself to part with you 

Gk), in God's name, my daughters,” saftl Magnus, “ I am 
in Cixla hand ; and when you are gone 1 shall care little for 
myself — and I shall think and say, os long as I live, that tliis 
gocKl gentleman deserves a better trade. — Go— ^o— away with 
you — for they yet lingered in unwillingness to leave him. 

** Stay not to kiss/' said Bunce, “ for fear I be tempted to 
ask my share. Into the lioat with you — yet stop an instent.” 
He drew the thrive cajitives apart — “ Fletdier,” said he, “ will 
ftiHW’er for the rest of the fellows, and will see you safe oflT the 
seO'beach. But how to answot for Fletcher, I know not, except 
by trusting Mr. Halcro with this little guarantee.’’ 

Be offered the miiis|rel a eonall double-barrelled pistol, wBeh, 
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be said, was loaded 'with a brace of balls. Minna observed 
Haloro^s hand tremble as be stretched it out to take the weai)oii 
“ Give it to me, sir,” she said, taking it fr<mi the outlaw*; “ and 
trust to me for defying my sister and myself.'* 

“ Bravo, bravo ! ** shouted Bunce. There spoke a wench 
worthy of Cleveland, the King of Rovers !** . 

Cleveland 1** repeated Minna, “do you then know that 
Cleveland, whom you have twice nain6d 1*’ 

“ Know him ! Is there a man alive,” tyiui Bunce, “ that 
knows better than I do the best and stoutet fellow ever step|KMl 
betwixt stem and etern^ When he is out*of the billxK*i<, as 
please Herfven he sliall soon hf, I reckon to see you come on 
^ board of us, and reign the queen ol' every sea we sail* over. — 
’Vou have got tlie little guardian, I sujipose you know how to 
use its If Fletcher liehaves lU to you, ysrf need only draw up 
this piece of iron w^ith yoqr thumb, so — and if he j^ersists, it is 
but crooking your pretty foreftnger thus, and I shall lose tlio 
most dutiful messmate thst ever man had — tlioi^h, d — fi the 
clfl^g, he will deserve his death if he disobeys my orders. And 
now, into tlie Iwat— but stay, one kis^ fur^Clevoland’s sjike '* 
Brenda, in deadly terror, endured his courtesy, but Mmna, 
#^ppmg back with disdam, offered her hand. Bunco laughed, 
l>ut kifl^, with a theStru^al air, the fair hand which she ex- 
tended as a ransom for her lijis, and at length the sisters and 
Halcro were placed m the boat, wdiich rowed off under Fie^iher's 
coininaiid, • 

Bunco sUxkI on the quarter-deck, soliloquising afUir the, 
manner of hiS original profession. “ Were this tohl b.i Port- 
Royal now, or at the isle of Providence, or in the Petits Guaviis, 

I wonder what \hqy would say of me 1 Wliy, that 1 was a 
goodnatured milksop — a Jack-a-ient — an ass.* — Well, let them. 

I have done enough of bad to think alxmt it , it is worth while 
doing one go#d action, if it were but for the ranty of the thing, 
and to put one in good humour with one’s-«elf.** ^ Then turning 

to Magnus Trod, he proceeded — “ By these are bonarobas, 

these daughters of yours. The eldest would rokke her fortune 
on the London boards. What a dashing attitude the wench 
hdd with her, aa she sensed the pistol — 4 — n ^e, tliat touch 
would have bnmght the hou^ down. • What a Eoxalana tlie 
jade would have made!” (for, in his orator/, Bunce, like 
Bancho’s gossip, Thomas Ccdal, was apt to use the most ener- 
V<MU xxii. 2 D • 
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^^etic word which came to hand, without accurately oonaidering 
its propriety). “ I would give my share of the next prise to 
liear h(Sr spout— 

. ‘ Away, begon©, and give & Whirlwind room. 

Or I will blow yoa up Uke duat. — Avaunt I 
Madiieaa but ineorily represents my rage.’ 

And th(‘n, again, that Uttl^ soft, shy, tearful trembler, for 
Statira, to hear her reiute — 

' He speak© the kindest words, and looks such things. 

Vows Witt such jMihttion, swears with, so much grace^ 

That *tis a kind of heaven to be deluded by lum.* ♦ 

What tt play we might have run up^ — I was a beast not t^ 
think of it b<;fore I sent them olf' — I to b© Alexander — Claud 
Hal (TO Ly8unachu]rf^'‘-thi8 old gentleman might have rrfade a 
C'Jytus, for a pinch. I was an idiot mot to think of it !” 

There was much in this effusion which might hat^ displeased 
the iJdaUer^ bnt, to sf^eak truth, he yj^id no attention to it. 
His eye, and tiniilly^ his spy-glass, was employed in watch&ng 
the roturn of his daughters to the shore He saw them land 
on the Ixjach, and, accomimnied by Halcro and another man 
(Fletcher, douhtless), he saw them ascend the acchrity and 
prfu'^ed upon the road to Kirkwall, and he could even distin- 
guish that Minna, as if considering herself a«» the guardian of 
the patty, w'alktxl a little al(X>f from the rest, on the watch, as 
It H(f(iincd, 'agjiinst surprise, and ready to act as occasion should 
require. At length, as the ITdaller was just about to lose sight 
of them, lie had the exquisite satisfaction td see the party halt, 
and the pirate leave them, after a space just long enough for a 
i'lvil farewell, and proceed slowly back on fiis return to the 
Bl^ng the (Iroat Being wlio had thus relieved him 
fioin the most agonising fears which a father can feel, the 
worthy Udailer, that instant, stood resigned to his own 
fate, whatever that murht be 
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CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVBHTH. 

• 

Ov«r the mountidna and under the waveA, 

* Oyer the fountains and under the 
Over floods that are deepest^ 

Which Neptune obey, 

Over rocka tliat are ateepest. 

Love anil And out the way. 

OIdSonu- 

The parting of Fletdier from Claud Halcrt) and the Bisters 
of Burgh Weetra on the spot .where it took place was partly 
, occasioned by a small liarty of armed men being scJin at a 
distance m the act of advancing from KirkwaU, an ap]>aritiou 
hiddei from the Udaller’s spy-glass by thc^ffwell pf the ground, 
but quite visible to the pinat^ whom it determined to consult 
hia own safety by a speedy return to his boat. He was just 
turning away, when Mmna occasioned the Blwrt^delay ■winch 
he» father had observed 

Stop," she said , “ I command you! — !beU your leader from 
me that whatever tke answer may bo from Kirkwall, he shall 
•arry his vessel, nevertheless, ixnmd to Stromness ; and being 
anchored there, Jet him send a boat ashore for Captain Cleve- 
land when he shi^l see a smoko on the Bridge of Broisgar." 

Fletcher had thought, like his messmate Bimce, of a^ng a 
kiss, at least, lor the trouble of escorting these beauflful young 
women , and, jicrhaps, neither the terror of the appni ching « 
Kirkwall men lior of Minna's weapcm might have prevented bis 
being insolent. But the name of his Captain, add still more, 
the unappalled, digivified, and commanding manner of Minna 
Trpil overawed him. He made a sea bow — ^promjsed to keep a 
sharp look-out, and, returning to his boat, went on board with 
hk message. • 

As Halcro and fhe sisters advanced towards the party whom 
ih<^ saw on the Kirkwall road, and who, on their part, bad 
halted as if to observe them, Brenda, relieved from the fears of 
Fletcher's presence, which had hitherto kept her silent, exclaimed, 
Mmviful Heaven 1 — Minna, in what hands have we left our 
dear hither T* * • 

** In the hands of brave men,** said Minna steawy — fear 
not for him." 
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“Afl brave as you please,” said Claud HfJero, “but veiy 
flan^^eroUB rogues for all that — I know that fellow Altamont, 
as he (5dls Inraself, though that is not his right loame neither, 
as deboshed a dog as ever made a bam rtug with blood and 
blank verse He began with Barnwell, and eveiy’body thought 
he would end with the gallows, like the last scene in Venice 
Preserved,” 

“ It matters not,” said Minna — “ the wilder the waves, the 
more xiovvcrful is tlie voice that rules them. The name alone of 
Cleveland ruled the mood of the fiercest amongst them.” 

“ 1 am sorry flir Cleveland," said Brenda, if such are his 
companions; but I care little, for him in comparison to my 
father.’^ ^ ^ 

“ licsorve your compassion for those who need it,” said Minna, 
“ and fear nothing lor; our father. — Gtxl knows, every silvtjr hair 
on his head is to me worth the treasure of an unsunned mine , 
but 1 know that ho is safe while in yonder vesselj and I know 
that he wilbbe won safe on shore ” 

“ I would I could see it,” said Claud Halcro ; “ but I iear 
tlio Kirkwall }>oople, sufijmsing Cleveland to be such as 1 dreail, 
“Will nut dare to exchange him against thedJdaller The Scots 
have very severe laws against thcft“l)Oot, as they call it,” 

** But who arc those on the road Wore usi” said Brenda, 
“and why do they holt there so jealously ?” , 

“ They are a patrol of the imlitia,” %nswereil Halcro. “ Glo- 
rious Jolih touches them off a little shaqily — but then John was 
a JaeoWte — 

9 * 

* Mont lb without hjUKi% maintain’d at vast ex])cim, 

In jH^acc ft charge, in war a W'eak defence; 

§|tout once a mouth, they march, a hhistering band, 

And ever, but m time of need, at baud.’ 

I fainy they halted just now, taking us, as they* saw us on the 
brow of the ^hiH, for a 'party of the sloop’s ihen, and, now they 
can distinguish that you wear petticoats, they are moving on 
again ” 

^They cam© on accordingly, and proved to be, as Claud Halcro 
had suggested, a patrol sent out to watch the motions of the 
{lirates, and to prevent their attempting descents to damage the 
lountry. 

They heartily congratulated Claud Halcro, who was woU 



» THK PIRATB. 


405 


known to more than one of them, upon hw cBcai^e from captivity ; 
and the commander of the party, while offering every aaaistanee 
to the ladies, oould not help condoling witbthem on the^rcum- 
stances in which thhir father stood, hinting, though in a delicate 
and doubtful manner, the dif&oulties which might be in the way 
of his liberation, • 

When they arrived at Kirkwall, and obtained an audience of 
the Provost and one or two of the Magistrates, these difficulties 
were more plainly insisted upon, — “ The Halcyon fngate is upon 
the coast,” said the Pryoat ; ** she was seen off Iliiiutansbay 
Head , and though I have the deepest rc 8 jx>tt for Mr. Troil of 
Burgh WeStra, yet I shall be a48weTal)le to law if I release from 
^^nsou the captain of this auspicious vessel, on acconift of the 
safety of any individual who *may be unhappily endangered by 
bis detention. This man is now known»^ be .the lieart and 
soul of these bucauiers, anil am 1 at liljerty to send him abroiul 
that he may*plunder the cmintry, or perhajw go fight the King’s 
ahipl — for he has impudence enough f<»r anythnig.^* * 
(Courage enou^^h for anything, you mean, Mr i^rovost,” said 
Minna, unable to restrain her displeasure. • 

Why, you may#<iali it as you please, Miss Troil,” said the 
•Uortby magistrate , ** but in my opinion, that sort of courage 
which proposes to fight ^singly against two, is little bettor than 
a kind of practical mipudom^e.” 

** But our father 1 ” said Brenda, in a tone of the mo.^ Wnest 
entreaty — our father — the friend, I may say the fattier of hi« 
coimtry — to whom so many look for kindness, and so in^ uy for • 
mutual support*--whtise loss would be the extinction of a ^)iiacon 
in a storm — will you indeeil weigh the risk which ho nms 
against such a tnfling thing as letting an unfortunate man from 
prwm to seek his unhappy fate elsewhere I” 

** Miss Brenda is right,” said Claud Halcro , I am for 
kt-Orbo for lut-o-lie, as the boys say ; and never fash about 
a warrant of hbemtion, IVovost, but just take a counflel, 
and let the goodman of tlie jail forget to draw his l>olt qti the 
wicket, or leave a chink of a window open, or the like, and we 
shall ^ rid of the rover, and have the one liest honest fellow 
in Orkney or Zetland on the lee-side of a bowl of -punch with us 
in five hours/’ * • . 

The Provost replied in nearly the same terms as before, that 
he had the highest respect for Mr, Magnus Troil of Burgh 
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Westra, but that be could not saffer hie coMidemtion fbr any 
iudiyidual, however rocpectable, to interfere with the dkdiarge 
of hifl duty. 

Minna then addressed her sister in a tode of calm and s<w- 
castio displeasure. — You forget,** she said, ‘‘Brenda^that you 
are talking of the safety of a poor insignificant Udaller of 2eft- 
land, to no less a person than the Chief Magistrate of the 
luetropob's of Orkney — can you expect so great a person to 
condescend to suoh a trifling subject of consideration i It will 
l)e time enough for the Provost to thipk of complying with the 
terms sent to him — for comply with tbem at length he both 
must and will — when the Church of Saint Magnus w beat donyn 
al)Oiit hts ears.’* ^ 

“ You may be angry with me,'' my pretty yoimg lady,** said 
the good-hiunQured* Provost Torfe, “ but I cannot be oftendod 
with you. The Church of Samt Magnus has stood many a 
day, and, I think, will outlive both you and me,' much more 
yoiidbr jiack unhanged dogs. And besides that your father 
IB half an Crkneyinan, and has both estate and friends among 
ns, I would, 1 give you »my word, do as much for a Zetlandor 
in distress as I would for any one, excepting one of our own 
native Kirkwallers, who are doubtless to be preferred. And if 
you will take up your lodginp here with my wife and, myself, 
we will endeavour to show you,” continued lie, ** that you are 
as welcome lu Kirkwall, as ever you could be m Lerwick or 
Scalloway,' 

‘ Minna deigned no reply to this good-humoured invitation, but 
Hreiida declined, it in civil terms, pleading thb nec^^ity of talcing 
up their abode with a wealthy widow of Kirkwall, a relation, 
who already, expected them, 

Halcro made another attempt to move the Provost, but 
found him inexorable. — “The Collector of the Customs had 
already threatened,” he said, “ to inform against Kim for enteer- 
ing into treaty, or, as ho called it, jiacking and peeling with 
those strangers, even when it seemed the only means of pre- 
voting a bloody affray in the town 3 and, should he now 
fo]|go the advantage atforded by the imprisonment of Cleve- 
land and the escape of the Pactor, he might incur something 
worse than censure.** ■‘The burJen of the whole was, “ that h6 
was Sony for the Udaller, be was sorry evai for the lad Cleve- 
land, who had some sparlm of hmiour about him ; but his duty 
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waa imperious, and must be obeyed.^' The Provost thmi pre- 
cluded briber aigumeut, by observing, that mmther affair froin 
Zetland called for his immediate attenlioii. A geitllcuiau 
named Martoun, iMding at Yarlshof, had mode oouiplamt 
against Saaiisfoot the Yagger, for having assisted a domestic of 
bis in embezzling some valuable articlos which (had boon de- 
posited in hu custody, and he was about to take examination 
on the subject, and cause them to be restored to Mr. Mertimn, 
who was accountable for them to the riglit ovmcr. 

In all this mformati^, there was nothing which tKX^med 
interesting to the sisters excepting the word Mertoun, which 
went like d dagger to the hear^of Minna, when slie recollocted 
^ the circumatanca* undejr which Mordaunt Mertoim Bad dia- 
appeared, and which, with oii^oinotion less iiaiuful, though still 
oi a ^lelanchoJy nature, called a faint •Wnah ^ into Bwmda’s 
cheek, and a slight degree of moisture into her eye, But it 
was soon evident that the Magistrate sjxiko not of Mordaunt, but 
of hit* father , and the daughters of Magnus, little^ into res tftd in 
hiife detail, t^iok leave of the Provost to go to theu* owm Kxlgmgs 

When they armed at their relatipifs, Mmna ma<i^ it licr 
business to learn, by such uiquines as she could make without 
•xciting suspicion, what was the situation of the iiiifortuiiaie 
Olevehuid, which she soon discovered to be exooodingly pa^- 
carious. The Provost had not, indeed, cornnutted liim to (dose 
custody, as Claud Halcro had onticipaUxl, recollecting, |5i»iliaps, 
tlie favourable rircmnstauc*^ under whicli ho had surrendered 
himself, and loath, till the moment of the bust neceniei^y, allo<« 
getlier to breidc faiMi with luin. But althougl^ left apparently 
at large, he was strictly watched by persons w( 5 ll anued and 
appointed for the*piypose, who had directions to detain him by 
force, if he attempted to pass certain narrow (irecincts which 
wtae allotted to him He was quartered in a strong rwm within 
yrhat eali&(h the King’s Oustle, and at night* his chamlier dtxir 
waa locked on the outside, and a sufficient guai^l mounted to 
prevent bis escape. He therefore enjoyed only the (h«groe of 
liberty which the cat, in her cruel sport, is soinctimes pleasixl 
to permit to the mouse which she has clutched ; and yet, such 
was the terror of the resources, the (x>urage, andLferocity of the 
inrate Captain, that the Provost was blamed hy^tbe Collector, 
and nmy other sage citizens Kirkwall, f(»r permitting him to 
be at la^ upon any eonditiona 
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It may l)e well believed, that, under such circumstanooi, 
Cleveland had no desire to seek any place of public resort, con- 
scious Vhat he was ^the object of a mixed feding of curiosity 
and terror. His favourite place of exercisfj, therefore, was the 
external aisles of the Cathedral of Saint Magnus, of which the 
eastern end alone is fitted up for public worship. This solemn 
old edifice, having escaped the ravage which attended the first 
convulsions of the liiiformation, still retains some appearance of 
c])is(X)pal dignity.. This place of worship is separated by a 
Korcen from the nave and western limb of the cross, and the 
whole IS preserved m a state of cleanliness and decency, which 
might 1)6 well proposed as an ^example to the proiid piles of 
VVestm bister and St Paul’s , ^ , 

U was m this exterior part of 'the Cathedral that Cleveland 
was |>erraitte(l to w\ilk, the rather that his guards, by wrecking 
the single ojhui entrance, had the means, with very little incon- 
venience to themselves, of preventing any possible attempt at 
escape The^ place itself was well suited to hi.s melancholy 
cireumstaii(*(iH The lofty and vaulted roof rises upon raiifees 
of S}ix(^ji pillars, of ihass^ve size, four of whiidi, still larger than 
the re^t, t)iu*o 8UpfX>rte<l tlie lofty spircf w'hich, long since 
destroyed by accident, iuis liecn rebuilt u|>on a disproportion#^! 
ami trimcated f)lan The light is admittixl at the ejiaJ^rn end 
through a lofty, wxdl profiortioncd, and richly ornamenteil 
(iotlgc'Wuwd(nv, and the pavement is eovcre<l with insijnptions, 
in diflereni langiuigos, distinguishing tlie jrnives of noble Orca- 
, dians, who have at different tunes lieeu deposited within the 
sacreil precuicta. * 

Here walked Cleveland, musing over the events of a misspent 
life, ^Uiich, it seemed probable, might lie brought to a violent 
and Hhaineftil ch>«e, while he w^as yet in the prime of youth, — 

“ With thase dead," he said, looking on the pavement, “shall 
T soon Iw numl>e]*ed — but no holy man will speak a blessing; 
no friendly h^id register an inscription ; no 'proud descendant 
hculpture armorial lieariiigs over the grave of the pirate Cleve- 
lunL My whltenuig bones will swing in the gibbet irons, on 
simie Wild lieach or lonely cap©, that will be esteemed fatal 
atul accurseil fpr my sake. The old mariner, as he passes the 
Sound, will shake his^bead^ and tell of my name and actions, 
as a warning \o Ins younger comrades. — I^t, Minna ! Minna ! 
what will be thy thoughts when the news reaches theci — 
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• * 

Would to God the tidings were drowned in the deepest whirl- 
pool betwixt Kirkwdl and Burgh Westra, ere they came to her 
ear ! — and oh ’ would to Hcayen that we had never met, %iuce 
wo novm' can meet agMn !*' 

He lifted up his eyes as he spoke, and Minna Troil stooil 
before him. Her face was pale, and her hair diahfwelled ; but 
her look was composed and firm, with its usual expression of 
high-minded melancholy. She was still shrouded ui the large 
mantle which she hod assumed ou leaving tlic, vessel Cleve- 
land's first emotion was f^tonishraent , hia next was joy, not 
unmixed with awe. He would have exclaimed —be would liave 
thrgwn himself at her feet — but imposed at ouoe silence mid 

;ogip 08 iire on him, by raising b^r finger, and saying, iu a l#w but 
commanding imccnt,— Be caiTtious — wo arc observed — thexe 
are meif without — they let me enter with dittlbulty I dare not 
remain long — they would think— they might liehcve — O Cleve- 
land ! I have hazariled every'thuig to save you 
• “To save me? — Alas’ jKwr Mnma answered Clcveluful, 
“ to%ave me is impossible. — Enough that 1 have seen you onc<5 
more, were it but to say, for ever farcw(;ll !“* 

“ We must, indeedf say farewell,” said Miunil ; “ for fate and 
y<^ guilt have divided us for ever. — Ghxeland, I have wen 
your assogiatcs — neefl I t^l you more — I say, that I know 
now what a pirate js 1 ” 

“ You have been in the ruffians’ |>ower said Cleveland* wd h 

a start of agony — “ Did they presume" • 

“ Cleveland,” replied Minna, “ they presumed nothing your 
name was a R|*e!l ov<^ them. By the jKiwer of that sjiei over 
these fer<»cious l>anditti, and by that alone, I was remiiiued of 
the qualities I once thought my Cleveland’s >" 

“Yes,” said Cleveland, proudly, “my name hjw*and shall 
have power over them, when they are at the wildest , and, had 
they harmed yfm ^ one rude word, they should have found — 
Yet what do I rave al)out~I am a prisoner ^ 

“ You shall be so no longer," said Minna — “ Your safety — 
the safety of my dear father^ — all demand your m^ant freedom 
I have formed a stTbemc for your liberty, which, boldly executed, 
cannot fail. The light is failing without — muffle yourself in 
my cloak, and you will easily pSss the guards — I have given 
them the means of carousing, and they are deeply engagerl. 
Haate to the Loch of Stennifl, and hidb yourself till day fhiwns. 
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then make a smoke on the pointy where the land, streteliing 
into the lake on eadi side, dindee it nearly in two at the Bridge 
of Bsroisgar. Yonr vessel, which lies not far distant, will send 
a boat ashore. — Do not hesitate an instonv.” 

“ Blit you, Minna ! — Should this wild scheme sooceed,^’ said 
Cleveland, what is to become of you 1” 

“ For my share in your escape,’* answered the maiden, ** tlie 
honesty of my own uitention will vindicate me in the sight of 
Heaven , and the safety of my father, whoso fate deiumds on 
yours, will be my excuse to mam” 

In a few words, she gave him the history of their capture and 
its consequences. Cleveland ^cast up his eyes add raise<l , his 
handH^ to Heaven, in thankfulness for the escape of the sister^ 
from his evil corapiinionB, and then hastily added, — “ But yon 
are right, Minna must dy at all rates — for your fathA’s s^c, 
I must fly —Here, then, we fuirt— fyet not, I trust, for ever.” 

“For ever’” answered a voice, that sounded as from a 
Hopiilchral vault 

They started, looked around them, and then gazed on <cach 
otlier, It seemed lis if, the e<‘hoea of the Ihiilding had retunuxi 
Oioveland’a last'words, but the prominciktion was too «npha- 
tically accented. *• 

“Yes, for ever'” said Noma of the Fitful Head^ stcj>ping 
forward from behind one of the massive Sjixon pUl^ which 
RiipfKri*t the roof of the Catheilral. “Here meet the crimson 
f(K)t and ^ the ciiuison hand. Well for both that the wound is 
healed whence that enmson was denved — well for both, but beet 
tor him who shed it. — Here, then, you mebt — ^d meet for the 
last time ! " 

“ Not so,” said Cleveland, as if about to fake Minna’s hand ; 
“ to scpanite me from Minna, while I have life, must be the 
work of herself alone,” 

“Away!” said Noma, stepping betwixt them, “away with 
such idle foljy — Nourish no vain dreams of fiiture meetings — 
you part here, and you part for ever. The hawk pairs not with 
the dove ; gifUt matches not with innocence. — Minna Trail, you 
look for the last time on this bold and criminal man — Olevoland, 
3 rou behold M^nna for the last time 1 ” 

“ And dream you,* said Cleveland, indignantly^ “ that yemr 
mummeiy imposes on me, and that 1 am among the fools that 
see more than trick in your pretended artl” 
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** Forbear^ Qterdaad, forbear 1'* said her hereditary 

awe of Kcuna augmented the otrcumatanee of her suddeti 
appearance, “ Oh, forbear ! — ehe ia powerftd^»bo is bu* too 
powerful. — ^And do yOu, 0 Nqpia, remember my father’s safety 
is Imked with Cleveland's.” 

“ And it is well for Cleveland that I do remember, it,” replied 
the I^honeas — **and that, for the sake of one, I am here b) 
aid both. You, with your cliildish purpose of passing one oi 
hia hulk and stature under the disguise of a fe^ paltiy folds of 
warlmaal — what would y^ur device have procured him Imt 
instant restraint with bolt and sliackle T — I will save hmi — I 
will place him in security on l^d his bark. But let lum 
flounce these shores for ever^ and carry elsewhere the terrorH 
of \iB sable flag, and his yet blacker name ; for if the sun rises 
twice, afid finds bun still at anchor, his bli<ai be on his own 
head. — Ay, look to each oth^r — look the last look that I per- 
mit to frail affection — and say, if you can say it, Farewell for 
.ever.” , • 

**Cbey her,” stammered Minna; reinonstrab) mA, but ol>ey 

Cleveland, grasping her hand, and kissing it ardently, said, 
bifhao low that she only could hear it, Farewell, Miiino, but 
not for ev^.” * 

** And now, maiden, begone,” said Noma, “ and leave the rmt 
to the Roimkenn^.” • , 

‘^One word more,” said Minna, “and I oliey you. •Tell me 
but if I have caught anght your meaning — is Mordauat Mer* 
b)un safe and reboveml 

“ Recovered and safe,” said Noma ; “ else woe to the hand 
that shod his bloodT !”^ 

Minna slowly sought the door of the oathfwiral, ahd f.urm!<l 
liack from time to time to look at the shadowy fwm of Noma, 
and the statelj^and military figure of (fieveland, as they stmNl 
together in the deei>ening gloom of the ancicnj Oathwlnil 
When she looked back a second time, they were in motion, 
and Cleveland followed the matron, as, with a slow imd salenin 
step, she glided towards one of the side aisles When Minna 
looked back a third time their figures were no longer visible. 
She <xdlected herself, and walkbd on to«thc (ioatcm door by 
whkdi she had ent^ed, and listened for an instant to the guard, 
who talked together on the outside. 
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“ The Zetland girl stays a long time with this pirate fellow,” 
said one. ** I wish they have not more to speak about than the 
ransom of her father.” 

“ Ay, truly,’* answered anothej, the wenches will have more 
syrapatliy with a handsome young pirate, than an old bedridden 
burgher ” 

Their discourse was here interrupted by her of whom they 
wTre speaking ; and, as if taken in the manner, they pulled off 
their hats, made their aw^kward obeisances, and looked not o 
little emlmmwsed and confused 

Minna returned to the house where she loilged, much affwited, 
yet, on the whole, pleased with the result of her expedition, 
which* seemed to put her father «ut of danger, and assured jic* 
at once of the escaj>e of Cleveland, and of the safety of young 
Mordaunt. 8 he hastened to communicate both pieces bf intel- 
ligenco to Ilrenda, who joined hen in thankfulness to Heaven, 
and was herself well-nigh persuaded to believe in 'Noma's super- 
natural prefcen.sions, so much was she pleased with the manner 
in winch they had been employed Some time w^as spettt m 
exchanging their mutual congratulations, and mingling tears of 
hoiie, mixed with apiirehensioii , when, at a late hour in the 
evening, th<‘y were interrupted by Claud Halcro, w^ho, full ci a 
fidgeting suit of iiii{x>rtanre, not iinmingled with fear^ came to 
acquaint them, that the prisoner, Cleveland, had disappeared 
tioiu 4 hc Catliedral, in which be had l>een j)ermitted to walk, 
and thatr the Provobt, having >>een informed that Minna was 
accessary to his flight, was coming, in a mighty quandary, to 
make inquiry into the circumstances * 

When the worthy Magistrate arrived, Minna did not conceal 
from him her own wish ttiat Clevehind should make his escape, 
as the only means winch she saw of redeeming her fether from 
imminent danger. But that she had any a/*tual accession to 
his flight, she positively denied ; and stated, that she had 
jMirted from , Cleveland in the Cathedral, more than two hours 
since, and then left him m comjiany with a third person, 
whose name She did not conceive herself obliged to comm uni* 

“It 18 not needful, Miss Minna Troil,” answered Provost 
Torfe ; “ for, although * no per^n but this Captain Cleveland 
and youiBclf was seen to enter the Kirk of Saint Magnus tbia 
day, we knov well enough your cousin, old ITlla TroiL wh(Mn, 
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yoa Zetland«T» call Noma of Fitful Head, has beeu cruising up 
and down, upon sea and land, and air, for what I know, in 
boats and on ponies, and it may be on brooyisticks , and* here 
has been her dumb Brow, too^ coming and going, and playing 
the spy on ^every one — and a good spy he is, for he can hear 
every thing, and tells nothing again, unless to lijs mistress 
And we know, besides, that she can cuter the Kirk when all 
the doors are fast, and has been seen there more than once, 
God save us from the Evil One 1 — and so, without farther 
questions asked, I conclude it was old Nonia whom you left 
in the Kirk w'lth this slashing blade — and, if so, they may 
catch them ^in that can. — I cannot but say, however, pretty 
Mislbress Minna, that you Zetl^ncf folks seem U) forget Uitti law 
and gospel, when you use the •help of wit(jhcraffc to fetch de- 
linquents out of a logiil prison ; and the lea^ti^tliat you, or your 
cousin, or your father, can dq, is to use influence wSth this wild 
fellow to go away as sexm as possible, Without hurting the town 
,or trade, and then there will be little harm in whqjb has chanetd , 
f(^r, Heaven knows, I did not seek the poor iafi's hfe* so I could 
get my liands free df liim without blame , far less did 1 
wish, that, through Ins imprisonment, any harm sliould come to 
wsjthy Magnus Trod of Burgh Westra.” 

“ I see^wherc the shoe finches you, Mr I^rovost,” said Claud 
Ilalcro, “ and I am sure I can answer for my friend Mr, Troil, 
as well as for myself, that we will say and do all in our fxpvei 
with this man, Captain Cleveland, to make him leaveJtln* coast 
directly.” 

“And I,” said Minna, “am so convinced that what you 
recommend is best for all jiarties, that my sister* and I will set 
off early to-morroW morning to the House of S tennis, if Mr. 
Halcro will give us nis escort, to receive my fathef when he 
comes aahore, that we may acquaint him with ytmr wish, and 
to^use every influence to induce this unhappy man to leave the 
co^tty,” • 

Provost Torfe looked upon her with some surprW. “ It is 
not ©very young woman, he said, “ would wish to move eight 
miles nearer to a band of pirates ” 

‘“We run no risk," said Claud Halcro, interfynng. “The 
House of Stennis is strong ; and my cou|Ln, whom it belongs 
to, has and arms within it. The young ladids are as safe 
there as in Kirkwall , and much good may arise from an early 
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communication between Ma^UB Troil and hk daughters. And 
happj am I to see, that m jour case, mj good old fneBd,— as 
glorious John says, — * 

^ After notch debat^i, 

The man prevails above the mafpstrate.* ** « 

The Provost smiled, nodded his head, and indicated, as far 
as he thought ho could do with dec^cy, how happy he should 
be if the Fortune’s Favourite, and her disorderly crew, would 
leave Orkney wltliout further uiterference, or violence on either 
side. He could not authorise their being supplied from the 
shore, he said , but, either for fear or favour, they were certain 
to get provisions at Stromneas, ^ This pacific magistrate then 
to(jk leave of Halcro and the two ladies, who proposed, *the 
next morning, to tr^sfor their residence to the House of<iStenni8, 
situated upon the banks of the palt-water lake of the same 
iiauie, and alniut four miles by water from the B-oad of Strom- 
HOPS, where the Hover’s vessel was lying 


CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHTH. 

Fly, Flennce, fly I — Thou uiayest escape. 

’ MACBEfra. 

f 

It was one branch of the various arts by which Noma endea- 
voured to maintain her pretensions to “supei natural powers, 
that she made herself familiarly and practically acqu^ted 
witli all the secret passes and recesses^ Vrhether natural or 
artificial, 'which she could hear of, whether by tradition or 
otherwise, and was, by such knowledge, often enabled to per- 
form feats which were otherwise unaccountable, Thun, when 
she escaped from the tabernacle at Burgh Westra, it was by a 
sliding board which covered a secret passage in the wall, known 
to none but herself and Magnus, who, she was well assured, 
would not betray her. The profoamn, also, with which she 
lavished a cpnsiderable income, otherwise of no use to her, 
enabled her to prooupe the earltot intelligence respectiiig what^ 
eyer she deiiired to know, and, at the same to moxm all 
other assistance necessary to cwy her plans into dfcct dews- 
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land, upon tiie prasant occasion, had reaaon to admire both her 
sagacity and her resouroes. 

Upon her applying a little forcible presspro, a door which 
was concealed under ^Mime rich wooden sculpture in the screen 
which divides the eastern aisle from the rest of tlie Oaihedral, 
opened, and disclosed a dark narrow winding pi|8aage, into 
which she entered, tdliug Cleveland, in a whisper, to follow, 
cmd be sure he shut the door bebmd him. He obeyed, and 
followed h«r in darkness and silence, sometimes descending 
steps, of the number of which she always apprised him, some- 
times ascending, and ofteif turning at sliort angles. The air 
was more free than he could have expected, the passage being 
ventilated at different parts hy unseen and ingeniously con- 
frited epiraclee, which communicated with the open air. At 
length their lopg cminw! eaide<i, by Nonip,® drawing aside a 
sliding panel, which, opening liehind a wooden, of box-bed, as 
it is called in Scotland, admitted them into an ancient, but very 
mean ajiartment, having a latticed window' ami grtuned roof 
The^imituro was much liilapidated ; and its only* omaiuenta 
were, on the one sid^ of the wall, a garland of faded ribbons, 
such as are used to decorate whale- vcs^ls ; and on thobthei, 
aii»escutcheon, bearing an Earl’s anns and conmet, surrounded 
with the usual emblems of mortality. The mattock and spiwJe, 
which lay in one comer, together with the apfieanuicc of an 
old man, who, iu*a ruhty black coat, and slouched hat, ^sat 
reading by a table, announced that they were in the l^ibitation 
of the church-beadle, or sexton, and in the presence of that 
respectable ftinci^ionoEy. 

When his attention was attracted by the noise *of tlve sliding 
fianel, he arose, and testifying much respect, but no surprise, 
took hi8 shadowy hal from his thm grey locks, itnd stood 
uncovered in the iiresence of Homa. with an aif* of profound 
hutoiiUty. , 

“ Be faithful/' said Noma to the old man, “and l>e ware you 
show not may living mortal the secret path to the Sanctuaiy. " 

The old man bowed in token of ob^ienc^e and of thanks, for 
she put money in his hand as she spoke. With a faltering 
voice, he expressed his hope that she would remember his son, 
who was on the Greenland voyage, that he might return fortu- 
nate and safe, as he had dime la^ year, when he bfought back 
the garland, pointiiig to that up<m the waU 
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“ My cauldron shall boil, and my rhyme shall be eaid, in hi» 
behalf/* answered^ Noma. “Waite Pacolet without with the 
horses t** 

The old Sexton assented, and tlie Pythoness, commanding 
Cleveland to follow her, went through a back door of the 
ai^artment into a small garden, corresponding, in its desolate 
ajiyioarance, to the habitation they had just quitted. The low 
and broken wall easily permitted them to pass into another and 
larger garden, though not much better kept, and a gate, which 
was upon the latch, let them into a long and winding lane, 
through which, Noma having whispered to her companion that 
it was the only dangerous place on their road, they walked with 
a haity pace It was now nearly dark, and the inhabitants of 
the poor dwellings, on either baud, had betaken theroselveij to 
their houses, llhey saw only one woman, who wa^ looking 
from her door, but blessed herself and retired into her house 
with jjrecipitation, when she saw the tall figure cof Noma stalk 
p&st her with long strides The lane conducted them into the 
country, whore the dumb dwarf waited with three horses, 
ensconced behind the wall of a deserted shed. On one of these 
Noma instantly seated herself, Cleveland mounted another, 
and, followed by Pacolet on the third, they moved sharply on 
through the darkness , the active^ and spirited anunals on 
wiiicli they rode being of a breed rather taller than tnose reared 
in Z..t]and 

After more than an hoiiris smart nding, in which Noma 
acted as guide, they stopped before a hovel, so utterly desolate in 
appearance, that it resembled rather a cattle*shed than a cottage. 

“ Here you must remain till dawn, when your signal can be 
seen from your vessel,” said Noma, consigiuug the horses to the 
care of Pacolet, and leading the way into the wretched hovel, 
which she presently ilhmiinated by lighting the small iron lamp 
which she usually carried along "with her. “ It is a poor,*’ she 
said, “but a safe plac^ of refuge; for were we pursues] 
hither, the earth would yawn and admit us into ite recesses ere 
you were taken. For know that this ground is sacred to the 
gods of old Valhalla. — And now say, man of mischief and of 
blood, are you friend or foe to Noma, the sole priestess of these 
disowned deities?” ^ 

“ How id it possible for me to be your enemy I” said Cleve- 
land. — “ Common gratitude” 
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^Gotnmou gratitude,** said Noma, iuterruptiug him, “is a 
common word— and words are the oomn^on pay which fools 
accept at the hands of knaves ; but Norx^ must be requited 
by aoiaons — by sacrifices/* 

^ Wellj^mother, name your request** 

That you never seek to see Muma Troil again^and that you 
leave this coast in twenty-four hours,” answered Noma. 

“ It Is impossible,** said the Captain ; ** I cannot bo soon 
enough found in the seaetores which the sloop must have." 

You can. I will take care you are fully supplierl ; an<i 
Caithness and the Hebrides are not far distant — ^you can (lo)Uirt 
if you will*' 

•“And why should I,** said^ Cleveland, “ if I will not?*' 
’“Because your stay endangers others,*’ said Noma, “and 
will prove yojir own deatruction Hear^ane with attention. 
From the first moment I^saw you lying senseleAs on the sand 
beneath the diffa of Sumburgh, I read that in your countenance 
which linked you with me, and those who w<'r6 dear to me > but 
wl^ther for good or evil, was hidden from mine efes. I aided 
in saving your lif?, in preserving your property, I aided in 
doing so, the very yyuth whom you hive crossed in his^dearcst 
%]yfectioii8 — crossed by tale-bearing and slander." 

“ I slander Mertoun exclaimed tbo Oaptain. “ By Heaven, 

I scarce' mentioned his name at Burgh Westra, if it is that 
which you meal!. The peddling fellow Bryce, ineaning, I 
believe, to be my fnend, because he found somethu^ (;ouTd be 
made by me, did, I have since heard, carry tattle, or ruth, I ^ 
know not which, to* the old man, which was confirmed by the 
report of the whole island. But, for me, I schree thouglit of 
him as a rival ; lalso, I liad taken a more honourable way to 
rid myself of hiuL** * • 

“ Was the point of your double-edged knife, directed to the 
bosom of an jonarmed man, intended to carve out that more 
honomabie way !*^gaid Noma, stmily. 

Cleveland was conscience-struck, and remained* silent for au 
instant, ere he replied, “ There, indeed, I was wrong ; but he 
is, I thank Beav^, recovered, and welcome to an honourable 
satislaction.*’ 

“ Olevehiiid,** said the Pythoness, “ nj ! The* fiend who em- 
ploys ytm as his impl^ent is powe^ ; but with me he shall 
hot strive. You are of that tonperament which the dark Tnflu- 
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ences desire aa the tools of tbeir agency ; bold, haugbfy, and 
undaunted, unrestrained by pnnciple, and having oidy in its 
room ^ wild sense of indomitable pride, which such men call 
honour. Such you are, and aa such your, course tlirough life 
has been onward and unrestrained, bloody and tempestuoua. 
By me, however, it shall be controlled,” she concluded, stretch* 
mg out her staff, as if in the attitude of determined authority — 
“ ay, even although the demon who presides over it should even 
now arise in his terrors ” 

Cleveland laughed scornfully. “ Good mother,” he said, 
“ reserve such language for the rude'' sailor that implores you 
to bestow on hun fair wmd, or the poor fisherman that asks 
Kuccess.to his nets and lines. ' I have been long inaccessible 
both to fear and to superstition, w. Call forth your demon, if you 
command one, and. .place him before me. The man tfiat has 
8|)cnt years couipany with incarnate devils, can scarce dread 
the presence of a disembodied fiend.* 

TJiis was said with a careless and desperate bitterness of 
spirit, which proved too powerfully energetic even for the 
delusions of Noma’s insanity; and it was «rith a hollow and 
tremulous voice that site asked Cleveland — ** For what, then, 
do you bold me, if you deny the power thht I have bought so 
dearly 1” 

“ You have wisdom, mother,” said Cleveland ; ^^at least you 
have a^t, and art is pov er. I hold you for on:5 w’ho knows how 
to stber upon the current of events, but I deny your power to 
change its course. Do not, therefore, waste woi^s m quotmg 
terrors for which I have no feeling, but tell me once, where- 
fore you would have me depart?" 

Because I will have you see Minna no, more,” answered 
Noma — Because Minna is the destined bnde of him whom 
men call Mordaunt Mertoun — Because if you depart not within 
twenty-four hours, utter destruction awaits you. In these 
plain words there is no metaphysical delusicn — Answer me aa 
plamly,” 

** In as plaip words, then,” answered Cleveland, “ I will noi 
^oave theflo islands — not, at least, till I have seen Minna Troil , 
and never shall your Mordaunt possess her while 1 live.” 

“ Hear him,” said Noma — ‘‘.hear a mortal man spurn at th^ 
means of proHouging Us life ! — hear a sinful — a most sinful 
being, refuse the time which fate yet affords for repentance, and 
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for the salvation of an immortal bquI! — B ehold him how he 
stands erect, bold and confident in hm yonthful strength and 
courage I My eyes, unused to tears — even^my eyes, whi^h have 
so little cause to weep for him, are blinded with sorrow, to think 
what 80 a form will be ere the second sun set !" 

“Mother/* said Cleveland, firmly, yet with some touch of 
sorrow in his voice, “ I in part understand your threats. You 
know more than we do of the course of the Halcyon — perhajw 
have the means (for I acknowledge you have shown wouderfiil 
skill of combination in such affairs) of directing her cruise our 
way. Be it so, — I will* not depart from my purpose for that 
risk. If rtie frigate comes hither, we have btill our sliool water 
to trust to , and I think thjy ^dll scarce cut us out wj|h boats» 
As if we were a Si)anii3h xobeck. I am therefore resolved I 
will hoist onye more the flag under which I have cruised, avail 
ourselves of the thousan^ chances which have hcl|)ed us in 
greater odda, and, at the worst, fight the veswil to the very last ; 
and, when mortal man can do no more, it is but snapigng a 
p^tol in the powder-room, and, as we have livctl, bo will we 
die • 

There was a de^d pause as CTevdland ended; and it was 
#troken by his r^^uming, in a softer tone — “ You have heard iny 
answer, mother j let us^dobate it no farther, but part m peace 
1 would willingly leave you a remembrance, that you may not 
forgot a ^»oor fallow to whom your services have beexi useful, 
and w^ho parts with you in no unkindness, howev^ unfficndly 
you are to his dearest interests. — Nay, do not shun ’ ) actiept 
such a triflcf” h^ said, forcing upon Noma the httie silvef 
enchased box which had been once the »ubject*of strife betwixt 
Mertouo and him ; “ it is not for the sake of the metal, which 
I know you value dot, but simply as a memorial that you liave 
met him of whom many a strange tale will herbafber be told in 
' the seas whiph he has traversed.” 

“ I accept yoar gift,” said Noma, “ in token that, if 1 have 
in aught hem accessary to your fate, it was as the involuntary 
and grieving agent of other powers. Well did you say wc 
direct not the current of the events which burry us forward, 
and render our utmost efforts unavailing , even aw the wells of 
Tuftiloe* can wheel the stomt^t vea^l round and round, in 

* A leett, in the language of tho«« was, denotes one of the whidpools, or 
oircolar eddiea, which wheel and boil with astoniabing (ittength, and arc 
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despite of either sail or steera^. — Pacolet I'* she exclaimed, in 
a louder voice, what, ho I Pacolet !” 

A large stone, whjoh lay at the side of the wall of the hovel, 
fell as spoke, and to Cleveland's surprihe, if not somewhat 
to his fear, the misshapen form of the dw^ was seen, jike some 
overgrown reptile, extricating himself out of a subterranean 
passage, the entrance to which the stone had covered, 

Nonia, as if impressed by what Cleveland had said on the 
subject of her supernatural pretensions, was so far from endea^ 
vouring to avail herself of this opportunity to cmi force them, 
that she hastened to explain the phenomenon he had witnessed 

“ Such passages,” she said, to which the enttnnees are 
carcfullj^ concealed, are frequently found in these islands — the 
plaices of retreat of the ancient iidiabitants, where they soughi 
refuge from the ragepqf the Normans, the piratesrof that day. 
It was that yoli might avail yourself of this, in case of need, 
that I brought you hither. Should you observe signs of pur- 
suit, you may eitjhcr lurk in the bowels of the earth until it has 
passed by, or‘ escape, if you will, through the farther entratr^e 
near the lake, by wlfich Pacolet entered buf now — And now 
farewell Think on what* I have said ; for sure as you now 
move and breathe a living man, so surely is your doom fixed^ 
and sealed, unless, within four-and-tTs^enty hours, you have 
doubled the Burgh Head.” 

* Fp^rcwt^ll, mother!” said Cleveland, as she"^ departed, bend- 
ing a look* upon him, in which, as he could perceive by the 
lamp, sorrow was mingled with displeasure. 

The interview^ which thus concluded, kft a* strong eiSbet 
even upon the mind of Cleveland, accustomed as he was to 
imminent dangers and to hairbreadth escapds. He in vain 
attempted t6 shake off the impression le^t by the words of 
Noma, which ho felt the more powerful, because tb^ were in 
a great measure divested of her wonted mystical tone, which 
he contemned, A thousand times he regretted that he had 
from time to iime delayed the resolution, which he bad long 
adopted, to quit his dreadful and dang^us trade; and as 
often he firmly determined, that, could he but see Mbma Troil 

fery dangerous. Hence the dlstinotioiz^ in old Enghsh* betwixi wlU and 
tMbues, the latter signifying ihe direct onward ootme of the tide, and the 
fonoer the amooUt gieesyt oUy-locddnf witlrlpo^, whose etrenoth aeeme to 
the eve almost irrealstihta 
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ouoe more, were ifc but for a last farewell, he would leave the 
sloop, as soon as his comrades were extricated from their 
perilous situation, eudeayour to obtain the •benefit of tb^ King's 
pardon, and distulguish himself, if possible, in some more 
honourable course of warfare. 

This resolution, to which he again and again pledged himself, 
bad at length a sedative efiect on his mental pt^urbation, and, 
wrapt in his doak, he enjoyed, for a time, that imperfect rei)ose 
which exhausted nature demands as her tribute, even from tliose 
who are situated on the verge of the moat imminent danger. . 
But, how far soever the guilty may satisfy his own mmd, and 
sfupUy the* feelings of remorse, by such a conditional repentance, 
we may well question whether it is not, in the sight of^ieaveu, 
rather a presumptuous aggrftvation, than an expiation of his 
sms. • • , 

When Cleveland awoko^ the grey dawn was already mingling 
with the twilight of an Orcadian night. He fduud himself on 
the verge of a beautiful sheet of water, whiali, ^closo b^ the 
place where he had rested, was nearly divided by two tongues 
of land that approach each other from^the^opposing sidqp of the 
lake, and are in some degree united by the Bridge of Broisgar, 
fw long causeway, containmg openings to jjermit the flow and 
reflux of the tide. Bebmd him, and fronting to the bndgo, 
stood that remarjcable semicircle of huge upright stones, which, 
has no rival in Britain, excepting the inimitable momllnent at 
Stonehenge. These immense blocks of stone, all of 4)icm above 
twelve feet, and several being even fourteen or fifteen fl^et in* 
height, stood diroimd the pirate m the grey lights of the d owning, 
like the phantom forms of antediluvian giants, who, shrouditi 
in the habiliments the dead, came to revisit, ^ this pale 
light, the earth which they had plagued by their oppression and 

polluted by their sins, till they brought down upon it the 

« 

/ this singular, monument of 
antiquity, than by the distant view of Stromness, which he 
could as yet scarce discover. He lost no tim^ in sinking a 
light, by the assistance of one of his pistols, and some wet fern 
supplied him with fuel sufficient to make the apjxnntcxl signal 
It bad bera earnestly watch&l for board sloop ; for 
OoKe’s ineapacity bei^e daily more apparent * and even his 
* U. Stsndiiur Stonav of Stotmia 


vengeance of lon^^suffering Heaven. 
Cleveland was^leaa interested bv 
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iiif)st steady adherents agreed that it voiild be best to submit 
to Cleveland’s commaud till th^ got back to the West Indies. 

Bunce, who came* with the boat to bring off his favourite 
commander, danced, cursed,' shouted, and spouted for joy, when 
he saw him once more at freedom. “ They had already,” he 
said, “made koine progress in nctualling the sloop, and they 
might have made more, but for that drunken old swab Goffe, 
who iniuded nothing but splicing the main-brace ” 

The lK)at*8 crew were inspired with the same enthusiasm, and 
.rowed so liard, that, although the tide was agamst them, and 
the air of wind failed, they soon placed Cleveland oiiyce more on 
the quarter-deck of the vessel v:hich it was his misfortune to 
command. 

tp • 

The first exercise of the Captem’s \)ower was to make known 
to Miignus Tr/nl tfidt he was at full freedom to depart— that 
he was willing to make him any compensation in his power, for 
tlie interruption of his voyage to Kirkwall ; and ^hat Captain 
Cleveland w/is \lesirou8, if agreeable to Mr Troil, to pay his 
respects to him on bqard his bng — thank Imi^ for former favoilrs, 
ami apologise for the circumstances attending his detention 

To Buuc<*, who, as the most civilised of *the crew, Cleveland 
had intrusted this message, the old plqin-dealing Udaller madb 
the following answer •• — “ Tell your Captain that I should be glad 
jto think he had never stojiped any one upon the high sea, save 
such t»B*have suffered as little as I have Say, too, that if we 
arc to continue friends, we shall be most so at a distance ; for 
‘ I like tlie sound of his cannon-tialls as little by sea, aa he would 
like the whistle*of a bullet by land from mf rifl^gun. Say, in 
n word that I am sorry I was mistaken in Jiim, and that he 
would ha v(^ done lietter to have reserved for the Spaniard the 
usage he is bestowing on his coimtrymen.” 

“And so that is j^our message, old Snapchderick said 
Bunce — “ Now stap my vitals if I have not ^ mhid to do your 
errand for you over the left shoulder, and teach you more 
respect for gentlemen of fortune f But I won’t, and diiefiy for 
the sake of your two pretty wenehee, not to mention my old 
friend Claud Halcro, the very visage of whom brought back all 
the old days of sceiiMbiftmg ^and candle-snuffing. So good 
morrow to yop, Oa&r«Seal’a*ca^ and all is said timt need pass 
l^etween us/* 

No sooner did the boat put off with the pirates, who left the 
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brig, and now returned to their own vessel, than Magnus, in 
order to avoid reposing unnecessary confidence in the honour of 
these gentlemen of fortune, as th^ called* themselvea, got his 
brig under way ; and, the wind coming favourably round, and 
increasing as the sun rose, he crowded all sail for Scalfia-flow, 
mtending there to disembark and go by land to Ktrkw^, where 
be expected to meet his daughters and hts friend Oiaud Halcro 


CHAPTER THIRTY-NINTH 

• 

Now, Emma, now tho last reflection make, 

Whirt thou wouklst follow, what Umtl ^iist forsake. 

By our ill-Cnieu'd i^ars and adverse Heaven, 
middle object to thy choice is given » 

Hknhy AVI) Emma , 

* » 

TftK sun was higl^ m heaven ; the lx>atH were busily fetching 
off from the shore the promised supply of provisions and water, 
which, as many fisbing-skiffs were employed in the service, wore 
^t on board with unexpected speed, and stowed away by the 
crew of the sloop, with equal desjiatch. All worked with gofxJ 
will , for all, sajre Cleveland himself, were weary of a cofist^ 
where eveiy moment increased their danger, and wher^, •which 
they esteemed a worse misfortune, there was no Bo'd/ to be 
won. Bunce and Derrick took the immediate direction nf this* 
duty, while Ctevelifhd, walking the deck alone, and in silence, 
only interfered ffom time to time, to give some order which 
circumstances r^uured, and then relap^ into lys own sa<l 
reflections. 

There are two sorts of men whom situations of guilt, and 
tenor, and eompotion, bring forward as prominent agents. 
The first are spirits so naturally moulded and fitted for deeds 
of hmror, that they stalk forth from their lurking-places like 
actual demons, to work in their native element,' as the hideous 
i^>parition of the Bearded Man came forth at Versailles, on the 
memorable 5th October 1789,^ the delighted executioner of the 
victims delivered up to him by a blsodthirstj rabble. But 
deveiiiiid belonged to the second class of these unfortunate 
beings, who are involved in evil rather by the concurrence of 
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external carcumatancea th&u by natural indination, being, in- 
deed, one in whom hia hist engaging in thin lawlm oi 
life, aj9f the follower, of his father, nay, perhaps, even his ptir- 
suing it as his father’s avenger, carri^ \i1th it something of 
mitigation and apology ; — one also who often considered his 
guilty situation with hoiTor, and had made repeated, though 
ineffectual efforts, to escape from it. 

Such thoughts of remorse were now rolling in his mind, and 
ho may be forgiven if recollections of Minna mingled with and 
aided them He looked around, too,, on his mates, and, pro- 
fligate and hardened as he knew them to be, he could not 
think of their paying the penalty of hia obstinacy. We shah 
be r^jacly to sail with the ebb tide,” he said to himself — “ why 
Bliould I endanger these men, by ‘detaining them till the hour 
of danger, predicted i> by that singular woman, « shall tfiTive? 
Her intelligence, howsoever acquired,,, has b6en always strangely 
accurate , and her warning was as solemn as if a mother were 
to ajjprise an erpng son of his crimes, and of his approaching 
punishment. ^ Besides, what chance is there that I can agM 
see Mumal She is ‘at piirkwall, doubtless*, and to hold my 
course tfiither would be to steer right upom the rocks. No, I 
will not endanger these poor feJlows — I will sad with the ebl> 
tide. On the desolate Hebrides, or on *tho north-west coast of 
Ireland, I will leave the vessel, and return hither in some dis- 
guise -j~yet, why should I return, since it will perhaps be only 
to see Miima the bride of Mordaunt? No — let the vessel sail 
^with this ebb tide without me. I will abide and take my fate.” 

Ilia meditations were hero interrupted b^Jack Bunce, who, 
hailmg him noble Captam, said they were ready to sail when 
he pleased. ^ ‘ 

** When ^oit please, Bunce ; for I shall leave the commimd 
with you, and go ashtire at Stromness,” said Cleveland. 

‘‘ You shall do no such matter, by Heaveo^!” answered 
Bunce. The^ command with me, truly 1 anh how the devil 
am I to get the crew to obey mel Why, even Dick Fletcher 
rides rusty on me now and then. You Imow well enough that, 
without you, we shall bo aU at each other’s throats in half-an- 
hour , and, if you desert us, what a rope's end does it lognify 
whether we are destanofed by the king's cruiserB, ur by each 
other t Come,' oom^ noble Qapuun, ^ere are bhwdc-eyed giris 
enough in the world, but whm will you find so ti|^t a ssa- 
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boat aa the little Favoimte here, m&imed as she is with a set of 
tearing lads, 

* Fit to disturb the Msce of aU tho w>iid, • 

And rale it when ^ wUdest T 

** You are a precious fool, Jack Bunoe/' said Oleveland, half 
angry, and, m despite of hiniself, half diyerted hy tlie false 
tones and exaggerated gesture of the stagO'Struck pirate. 

*^It may be so, noUe Gf^tam/^ answered Bumse, '^and it 
may be that I have my comrades m my folly. , Here are yi>u, 
now, going to play All for JLiove, and the World well Lost, an(l 
yet you cannot bear a harmless bounce in blank verso — Well, 
I talk pA)se for the matter, for I have news enough to toll, 
7 -iid strange news, too— ay, ^d stirring news to boot.”* 

Well, prithee deliver them*{to speak thy own cant) like a 
man of this wodd.” • • 

** The Stromnoss Miers vyll accept notliing for their provi- 
sions and trouble,” said Bunco — ‘‘there is a wonder for you I” 

, “And for what reason, I pray?” said Cleveland; “it is the 
first* time I have ever heard of cash being refuscH at a sea* 
port.” 

“True — they comin<mly lay the charges on as thick as il 
th^ were caulking. But here is the matter. The owner of 
the brig yonder, the father of your fair Imoinda, stands iwy- 
master, by way of thanks for the civility with which wo treated 
his daughters, and* that we may not meet our due, as be 
it, on these shores.” « 

“It is like the frank-hearted old Udaller !” said Clev* land ; 
“but is he then at* Stromnesa ? I thought he was to have 
crossed the island for Kirkwall.” 

“ He did so pulfpofe,” said Bunce ; “ but more folks than 
King Duncan change the course of their voyag^.^ He was no 
sooner ashore than he was met with by a meddling old witch of 
these parts, whn has her finger in every man’s pie, and by her 
counsel he changed his purpose of gomg to Kirkwall, and lies 
at anchor for the present in yonder white house, t6at you may 
see with your glass up the lake yonder. I am* told the old 
woman dubbed also to pay for the doop’s stores. Why she 
shofild shdl out the boards X cannot conceive a^ idea, except 
that she is said to be a witch, aild may bffinend us as so many 
devas.^ * 

“But who told you all this?” said Cleveland, without using 
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his spy-glass, or seeming so much interested in the news as his 
comrade had expected. 

“Why,” replied Bunce, “ I made a trij) ashore this morning 
to the village, and had a can with an old acquaintance, who 
had been sent by Master Trod to look after matters, and I 
fished it aB out of him, and more too, than I am desirous of 
telling you, noble Captain.” 

“ And who is your intelligencer 1” said Olevdand ; “ has he 
got no name ?” » 

“ Why, he is an old, fiddling, foppish acquaintance of mine, 
called Halcro, if you must know,” said Bimoe. ^ 

“ Halcro !” echoed Cleveland, his eyes sparkling with .siu 
priBe-^“ Claud Halcro ! — why, ln3 went ashore at Ingancss with 
Minna and her sister — Where are they V* 

“ Why, tl^at 18 list what I did not want to tell you,^' replied 
the confidant — “yet hang me if* I can help it, for I cannot 
baulk a fine Situation — That start had a fine dffect — Oh, ay, 
anti the sw-giass is tunied on the House of Stennis now ? — • 
Well, ynncfer they are, it must be confc8se;,d — indifferentlySvell 
guardfxl, too Some of the old witch’s people are come over 
from that mountain of an island — Hoy* as they call it; and 
the old gentleman has got some feyows under arms himsAlf 
But what of all that, noble Captain ? — give you but the word, 
and we snap up the wenches tivnight — clap them under hatches 
— IT all the capstem by day-break — up top-sails — and sail with 
the monrhig tide.” 

“You sicken me with your villany,” said Cleveland, turning 
away from hup. * * 

“Umph! — villany, and sicken you!”sajd Bunce — “Now, 
pniy, what have I said but what has been done a thousand 
times by gentlemen of fortune like ourselves?” 

“ Mention it not again,” said Cleveland ; then took a turn 
along the dock, in deep meditation, and, coming^back to Bunce, 
took him by the hand, and said, “Jack, I will see her once 
more.” 

“ With air my heart,” said Bunce, sullenly. 

“ Once more will 1 see her, and it may 1^ to atgure at^ her 
feet this cursed trade, and expiate my offences”—^ — 

“ At the ^gallows kT said B^oe, completing tiie sentence — 
“ With all my heart !— confess and be hanged is a most rever 
caid proverb.” 
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" Naj — but, dear Jack !” said Cleveland, 

'^Dear Jack !" answered Bunce, in the same sullen Ume — “a 
dear sight you have been to dear Jack. But bold your* own 
course — have done with caring for you for ever — I should but 
sicken you Vith my villanous counsels.’* 

“ Now must I soothe this silly fellow as if he were a spoilfKl 
child,’* said Cleveland, speaking at Bunce, but not to him , 
‘‘ and yet he has sense enough, and bravery enough, too , 
and one would think, kindness enough to know tliat men don't 
pick their words during a gaJe of wind.*’ 

“ Why, tj^at'a true, Clement,” said Bunco, ” and there is my 
hand upon it — And, now I think upoii’t, you shall have your 
4af\t interview, for it’s out (»f my line to f)revent a parting 
scene, and what signifies a tkle — we can sail by to-morrow’s 
ebb as ^ell as by this ” • * ^ 

Cleveland sighed, for Noma’s prediction rushed on his 
mind , but tKe opi>ortunity of a last meeting with Minna was 
too tempting to l)e resigned cither for presenfciuy^nt or firc- 
dicfton , 

** I will go presently ashore to the place ^vhere they ajl arc,” 
said Bunce , and th^ payment of these stores shall serve me 
f(flp a pretext ; and I will^carry any letters or message from you 
to Minna with the dexterity of a valet de charnbre ” 

“ But they hav^ anned men — you may be m danger,” said 
Cleveland, * • 

“Not a whit — not a whit,” replied Bunco “I*p»itocted 
the wenches when they were in my power , I waaran their 
father will neitlier 'vfrong me, nor see me wronged.’* 

“ You say true,” said Cleveland , “ it is not in his nature, I 
will instantly WTite a» note to Minna.” And he rati down to the 
cabin for that purpose, where Be wasted much pafxjr, ere, with 
a trembling band, and throbbing heart, he achieved such a let Ut 
as he hoped nrfgh^ prevail on Mmna to permit him a farewell 
meeting on the Bucceeding morning. 

His adherent, Bunce, in the meanwhile, sought out Fletcher, 
of whose suptxirt to second any motion whatever, he accounttiil 
himself perf&tly sure ; and followed by this trusty satellite, he 
intruded himself on the awful presence of Hawjtius the 
swain, and Derrick the quarter-mastea, who were regaling 
thmnselveB with a can of rumbo, after the fatiguing duty of 
the day. 



428 


WAVEEIiKY novfxs. 


‘‘Here comes he can tell us,” said Derrick — ‘‘So, Hastei 
Lieutenant, for so we must call you now, I think, let us have a 
poepTnto your couaflels — When will the anchor be a-tripf” 

“ When it pleases Heaven, Master Quarter-master,” answered 
Hunce, “ for I know no more than the stem-post/* • 

“ Why, d — n my buttons,” said Derrick, “ do we not weigh 
this tide?” 

“Or to-morrow’s tide, at farthest?” said the Boatswain — 
“ Why, what hrve we b^n slaving the whole company for, to 
get all these stores aboard ?” 

“ Gentlemen,” said Bunce, “you are to know that Oupid has 
laid our Captain on board, carried the vessel, and nailed down 
his wi-s under hatches.” 

“What sort of play-stufT is hll this?” said the Boatswain, 
gruffly. “ If you* have jmything to tell us, sny it in a word, 
like a man.” 

“ Howsomdever,” said Fletcher, “I always think Jack Bunce 
speaks like a man, and acts like a man too — and so, d’ye 
see” 

“ ^^old your i:)ea^e, dear Dick ; best of bullybacks, be silent,” 
said Bunce — “ Gentlemen, m one word, the Captain is in love.” 

“ Why, now, only think of that !” said the J^atsw^ ; “efot 
but that I have b^n m love as often as any man, when the 
ship was laid up.” 

“ W’ell, but,” coutmued Bunce, “ Captain Cleveland is in love 
— Yes — Prince Volscius la in love ; and, though that's the cue 
for laughing on the stage, it is no laughing matter here. He 
expects to mee,t the girl to-morrow, for the lost time ; and that, 
w^e all know, leads to another meeting, and another, and so on 
till tiie Halcyon is down on us, and ^en we may look for more 
kicks than’ halfpence.” 

“ By — ” said the boatswain, with a sminding “ we’ll 
have a mutiny, and not allow him to go ashoie,-«~eh, Derrick ?” 

“ And the best way, too/* said Derrick 

“What d’ye think of it. Jack Bunce?” said Fletcher, in 
whose ears this counsel souiMied very sagely, but who stall bent 
a wistful look upon his companion. * 

“Why, loqk jBj gentlemen,” said Bnnoe, “I wfli mutiny 
none, and step my vi^ds if an/ of you shall I” 

“ Why, th&L, 1 won’t, ibr one,” said Fletdaer ; “ but what 
aie we to do, since howsomdever”- 
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“ Stopper your jaw, Dick, will you V' said Bunoe. — “ Now^ 
Boatswaiu, I am partly of your mmd, that the Captain must 
be brought to reason by a little wholesome force. But ydh all 
know he has the spirit of a lion, and will do nothing unless he 
is allowed to hold on his own course. Well, 111 go ashore and 
make this appointment. The girl comes to the rendesvcus in 
the morning, and the Captain goes a^ihore — wo take a goml 
boat’s crew with us, to row, against tide and current, and 
we will be ready at the signal, to jump ashore and bring oif tho 
Captain and the girl, whether they will or mo. The pet-<!hUd 
will not quarrel with us, since we bring off his whirligig along^t 
^ith him ; add if he is still fractipua, why we will weigh anchor 
^ith'out his orders, and let hiiu come to his senses at Insure, 
and*know his friends another tidie 

“ Why, this thas a face with it, Masld^ Derrick,” said 
Hawkins. • * 

Jack Bunoe is always right,” said Fletcher ; “ howsomdevcr, 
the Captain w'lU shoot some of us, that is certain.* • 

‘‘ Hold your jaw, Dick,” said Bimce , “ pray, who the devil 
cares, do you think, Whether you are shot orliaiigod V* ^ 
Why, it don’t mu^h argufy for the matter of that,” replied 
Disk , ‘^howBomdever” 

** Be quiet, I tell you,” Saul his inerorable patron, ** and hear 
me out. — Wc will take him at unawares, so that he shall 
neither have time to use cutlass nor pojis , and 1 myM4(‘,*for 
the dear love I bear him, will be tho first to lay him < :i his 
back. There is a nice tight<going bit of a pinnace, tha: ih a 
consort of this ciAse of the Captain’s — if I iiave aq opportunity, 
ril snap her up on my own account.” 

“ Yes, yes,” said Derrick ; let you alone for keeping on tho 
look-out for your own comforts.” ^ * 

Faith, nay,” said Bunco, “I only snatch at them when 
they oomo fairly in my way, or are purchaseJ by dint of iny 
own wit ; and none^f you could have £edlen on sucji a plan as 
this. We shall have the Captm with us, bead, hand, and 
heart, and all, besides making a scone fit to finish a comeiiy. 
So I will go aAore to make the appointment, and do you possess 
somer of the gentlemen who are stiU sober, and fit tp be trusted, 
with the knowledge of our intentkms,” ^ 

Bunco, with hk IHend Fletcher, departed accortlingly, and 
the two veteran jfHrates remained looking at each other in silence. 
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until the Boatswain spoke at last. ** Blow me, Derrick, if 1 like 
these two daffadandilJy young fellows ; they are not the true 
bree4. Why, th^ are no more like the rovers I have known, 
than this sloop is to a first-rate. Why, ‘there was old Sharpe 
that r(;tui prayers to his ship’s company every S\juaday, what 
would lie ^lave said to have heard it propos^ to bring two 
wenches on board 1" 

“ And what would tough old Black Beard have said,” an- 
swered his companion, “ if they had expected to keep them to 
themselves 1 They* deserve to be made to walk the plank for 
their impudence , or to be tied back to hack and set a-diving, 
and I care not how soon.” ^ 

but who IS to command the slup, then?” said Haw- 
kins * 

“ Why, wliat you at old Goffe 1" answer^ Derrick. 

“ Why, hh has sucked the monkey so >)ng and so often," Siiid 
the Boatswain, “ that the best of him is buffed. Ho is little 
better than an old woman when he is sober, and he is roaniig 
mud when*'he is drunk — we have had enough of Goffe.” ^ 

“Why, then, what d’ye say to yourself, or to me, Boat- 
swain 1” demanded the Quarter-master I am content to toss 
up for it ” 

“ Hot it, no,” ftnswered the Bot^tswain, lifter a moment's 
ronshleration , “ if we were within roach of the trade-wmds, 
we, might cither of ua make a shift , hut it will take all Cleve- 
land s navigation to get us there ; and so, I thmk, there is 
nothing like Bunco’s project for the present. Hark, he calls for 
the boat — I must go on deck and have hei* lowered for his 
lioiiour, d — n' Ins eyes " 

Tlie boat was lowered accordingly, made its voyage up the 
lake with safety, and landed Bunce within a few hundred yards 
of the old mansion-house of Stennis. Upon arriving in front 
of the house, ho found that hasty measures h%d been taken to 
put it in a state of defence, the lower windows being barricaded, 
with places left for use of musketry, and a ship-gun being 
placed BO as to command the entrance, which was besides 
guarded by two sentinels. Bunce demanded a^aission at the 
gate, which was briefly and imceremomously refused to him, 
with an exhbrtation^to him, at the same time, to be gone about 
his businesb before worse came of it. As he continued, how 
over, importunately to insist on seeing some one of the fiunlly, 
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and stated his business to be of the most urgent nature, Claud 
Halcro at length appeared, and, with more pee^nshness than be- 
longed to his usud manner, that admirer of glonous John 
ejcpostulated with hia old acquaintance upon his pertinacious 
My. , 

“You are,” he said, ‘‘Tike foolish moths flutterijjig about a 
candle, which is sure at last to consume you.” 

And you,” said Bunce, “ are a set of stmgless drones, whom 
wo can smoko out of your defences at our pleasure, with half a- 
dozen of hand-grenades.” 

Smoke a foors head !” Wd Halcro , “ take my advice, and 
mind your own matters, or there will be those upon you will 
smdke you to purpose. Either^ b(? gone, or tell me in two^ords 
what you want , for >ou are hk^to receive no welc/)me here save 
from a Hunderbi^ss. We are men enough of^cairselves , and hero 
is young Mordaunt Martoun come from Hoy, whom your Captain 
so nearly murdered ” • 

“Tush, man,” said 'Bunce, “he did but let out a liUle 
maliipcrt blood.” * • 

“ We want no 8u6b phlebotomy here,” said Claud Halcro , 
“and, besides, your ^tient turns out tft be nearer allied* to us 
thgj cither you o; we thought of, so you may think how little 
welcome the Captain or any of his crew are like to bo liere ” 

“ Well . but what if I bruig money for tho stores sent on 
board?” • 

“Keep it till it is asked of you,” said Halcro. “Jh<rc*arc 
two bad paymasters — ho tliat pays too soon, and he thui dewis 
not pay at all” • ^ 

“ Well, then, let me at least give our thanks to the donor,” 
said Bunco. • 

“ Keep them too, till they are aakeii for,” answered* the iKwii 

“ So this is all the welcome I have of you for old‘£U'>qiiaintanco’ 
sdke said Bupce. 

“Why, what can I do for you. Master Altaiuonti” said 
Halcro, somewhat moved, — “ If young Mordaunt Imd had liis 
own will, Im would have welcomed you with * the red Burgundy, 
Kiunber a thffusand.' For God’s sake begone, else the stage 
direction will be. Enter guard, and seize Altamont.” 

“ I will not give you the trouble,” said Bunde, “ but will 
make my exit instantiy. — Stay a moment^I had Jmont forgot 
that I have a idip of paper for the tallest of your girls ther^ 
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Minna, ay, Minna is her name. It is a farewell firom Oaj^tain 
Cleveland — you cannot refuse to give it her.** 

iih, poor fellow 1** said Halcro— “ I comprehend — I compre- 
hend — Farewell, fair Armida — • 

* ’Sfid pikes, and 'mid bullets, ’raid tempest aud^Are, 
fThe danger is less than tu hepeless desire.* 

Tell mo but this — is there poetry in it?’* 

“Chokeful to the seal, with song, sonnet, and elegy,*’ an- 
Kwored Bunce , *“ but let her have it cautiously and secretly.” 

“ Tush man 1 — teach me to deliver a billot^oux ! — me, who 
have been in the Wits* Codce-houso, and liave seen^Jl the toasts 
of th|» ^t-Cat Club I — Minna ahall have it, then, fof'old 
acquaintance' sake, Mr. Altainoal, and for your Captain’s soke, 
too, who has less «o^ the core of devil about him, than his tragic 
requires. There can be no harm m a fasowell letter.** 

“ Farcwelb then, old boy, for ever and a day]” said Bunco ; 
aiul seizing the jKiet’s baud, gave it so hearty a gripe, that he 
left him rf^armg and shaking his fist, like a dog when % hot 
cinder has fallen or ins fmit, * 

Lckving the rover t6 return on board the vessel, we remain 
with the family of Magnus Troi), assembW at their kinsn^p’s 
mansion of Stounis, here they nioiniamed a constant and care- 
ful watch against surprise. 

M <vdauiit Mertoun luul lieen received vdth much kindness by 
Mupius .TioiJ, when he came to his assistance, with a small 
Ijarty of r^oma’s dependants, placed by her under his aimmand. 
The Udallfjr was easily satisfied that the,jrejH)ft8 instilled into 
his ears by tbb Yagger, zealous to augment his favour towanls 
his more profitable customer, Cleveland, by dimim^ng that of 
Mertoun,* were without foundation. They bad, indeed, been 
confirmed by the good Lady Glowrowrum, and common 
fame, lioth of whom were pleased to represent ^ordaunt Mer- 
toun as an arrogant pretender to the favour of the sistets of 
Burgh Woslra, who only hesitated, sultan-Iike, on whom he 
shodd bestow the handkerchief. But common fame, Magnus 
considered, was a common liju*, and he was som^imea disposed 
^hcre scandal was cemoemed) to regard the good Lady Glow- 
rownmi as leather an unoommon specunen of the same genua 
He therefona receiv^ Mordaont once more into fiiD &vmir, 
listfmed with much surprise to the daim which Noma laid to 
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the jroung man's duty, and with no leaa interest to her intention 
of surrendering to him the considerable property whitih she had 
inherited from her father. Nay, it is even probable that, though 
he gave no immediifte answer to her bints concmiing a union 
betwixt bis eldest daughter and her heir, he might think such 
an alliance reoaminendM, as well by the young man’s personal 
merits, as by the ctiance it gave of roiiniting the very large estate 
i\hich had been divided l>etwixt liia own father and that of 
Noma. At all events, the UdalleT received, his young friend 
with much kindness, andjie and the propnetor of the mansion 
joined in intrusting to him, m the youngest and most active of 
tliQ. party/ the charge of coriynanding tlie nightfWatch, and 
• relieving the seutinfils around the House of Stennis. # 


CHAPTER FORTIETH. 

Of &u mitlawe, thi« ia tjie 
^That men him Uike and bind, 

Without pitio haug'd to Im, 

Aiukuaive with the wtud. 

The Uau.xv ok the Xit-Bhowj^ Maid 

Mordaunt had caused the sentinels who hiul been duty 
since midnight to Ite rchetefl ere the yiecp of day, and having 
given direi'tions that the guard should lie again chiingfHl at sun- • 
nse, he had rftirei# to a small parlour, and, i(bi(nng li s arms 
liChide him, was sliiinbering in an easy-choir, when lie felt hiin- 
BcU* pulled by the* waUdi-cloak in wdiich ho wius enveloped. 

**l8 it sunrise,” said he, ‘’already!” os, starting^up, he dis- 
coveiTil the first beams lying level U|X)n the hopwt>n. 

“ Mordaunt I” said a voice, every note of which thrilled to his 
beast 

He turned his eyes on the sjieaker, and Brenda Troil, to liis 
joyfiil astonishment, stood before him. As he* was alxiut to 
address her eagerly, he was checked by ol^scrving the signs of 
fioiTow and discomposure in her pale checks, trerpbling lips, and 
brimful eyes. * • 

Mordaunt," she said, “ you must do Minna aid me a favour 
— you must allow us to leave the house quietly, and without 
VOI-. xni . 2 F ^ 
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alflrmiDg any ohq, in ordc^ to go aa far as the Standing Stones 
of Stenuis/’ 

freak can tliis be, dearest Brenda said Mordatmt^ 
much amazed at the request — some Orcadian observance oi 
BupersUtion, perhaps ; but the time is too dangerouf^ and my 
charge from tyour father too strict, that I should permit you to 
pass without hjjs consent. Consider, dearest Brenda, I am a 
soldier on duty, and must obey orders/* 

Mordaunt,” said Brenda, this is no jesting matter — Minna’s 
reason, nay, Minna’s life, depends on , your giving ua this per- 
mission.” 

“And fojj^what purpose T* said Mordaunt; “let ilie at least 
know tv at.” 

“ For a wild and a desperate pm’pose,** replied Brenda — “ It is 
that she may meet Cleveland ” 

“Cleveland'!” said Mordaunt — “Should the villain come 
ashore, he shall lie welconuKl with a shower of nfi9-balla. Let 
me within a hundred jarda of him,” he added, grasping hw 
f)iei‘6, “ and ^11 the mischief he has done me shall be balanced 
with an ounce bullet 

“His death will drive Minna frantic,”, said Brenda; “and 
him who iiyures Minna, Brenda will never again look upon.” r 

“ This is madness — raving madness *** said Mordaunt — “ Con- 
sider your honour — consider your duty.*’ 

“ I, can consider nothing but Minna’s danger,” said Brenda, 
breaking iip.o a flood of tears ; “ her fonner illness was nothing 
^ to the state she has been m dl night. She holds in her hand 
hw letter, written in characters of fire, rath/»r than of ink, im- 
ploring her to see him for a last farewell, as she would save a 
mortal body and an immortal soul, pledging himself for her 
safety , and declaring no power sliall force him from the coast 
till he has seen her. — You mwi let us pass.” 

“ It is impossible replied Mordaunt, in great perplexity — 
“ This nitfian has imprecations enough, doubthss, at his fingers’ 
ends — but what better pledge has lie to oflTer t — I cannot permit 
Minna to go.” ^ 

“ I suppose,” said Brenda, somewhat reproachfully, while she 
dtfed her tears, yet still coniumed sobbing, “ that there is some- 
thing in what Noma spoke of betwixt Minna and you ; and that 
you are too jhalous rf this poor wretch, to allow him even to 
speak with her an instant before hu departure.’ 
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** You m usjiuiy” aaid Moirdaimt, hurt, and yet somewhat 
flattered by her sospicionB, — “ you are as uiyuat as you are im- 
IHUdmt. You lpM)w*-^you cannot but hnow^ — that Minna is 
chiefly dear to me as yowt slater. Tell me, Brenda — and tell me 
truly — if I aid you in this folly, have you no suspicion of tho 
Pirate’s foith 1” • 

“ No, none,*’ said Bronda ; ** if I had any, do you think I would 
urge you thus 1 He is wild and unhappy, but 1 think we may 
in this trust him.” 

** Is the appointed pl^ce the Standing Stones, and tlie time 
daybreak 9” again demanded Mordamit. 

** It is, •and the time is conjp,” said Brenda, — “/or Heaven’s 
&3ce let us depart i” « • 

• “ I will myself,” said Mofdaunt, “ relieve the sentinel at the 
fronttdoor foj a few minutes, and suffer ydii to pass. — You will 
not protract this iutorvie^g, so fiill of danger?” 

“ We wiU not,” said Brenda ; “ and you, oif your port, will 
not avail yourself of this unhappy man’s vei^turmg hitlfbr, to 
bann or to seue him 1” * 

“ liely on my Ifonour,” said Mord^unt^‘* He shall, have no 
harm, unless he o%rs any.” 

•. “ Then I go to call iny sister,” said Bronda, and quickly left 
the apartment, * 

Mordaunt considered the matter for on instant, and then, 
going to Hie sentinel at the front door, he desired hfm«to rim 
instantly to the main^guard, and order the whole sto turn out 
with their arms — to see the order obeyed, and to ret .rn wheis 
they were in teaduieas. Meantime, he himself, he sani, would 
remain upon the post. 

During the interyai of tho sentinel’s absence, the front dtsir 
was slowly opened,* and Minna and Brenda appeared, muffled 
in their mantles. The fonner leaned on her sii#er, and kept her 
, face bent om the ground as one who felt ashamed of the atep 
was about Uf take. Brenda also passed her lover in silence, 
but threw back upon him a look of gratitude and affection, 
which doubled, if possible, his amriety for their •safety. 

The siHters in the meanwhile passed out of sight of the house ; 
when Minna, whose step, till that time, bad, been faint and 
feeble, began to erect her pei%on, and Jxf walk with a pace so 
firm and so swift, that Brenda, who had some difficulty to keep 
up with her. could not forbear remonstmting <m the imprudence 
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of hurryinE li©r spirita, and exhausting her force, by such un* 
necefcwary haste. 

“Feir not, my dearest sister,” said Minna; “the apirit 
which I now feel will and must sustain me through the diead- 
fiil interview. I could not but move with a drooping h©ed, and 
a dcjcMtcd yjooo, while I was in view of one who must necessanly 
rlocm me deserving of his pity, or his scorn. But you know, 
m> dearest Brenda, and Mordaunt shall also know, that the lovt 
T bore to that nI>ha[^f)y man w'as as pure as the rays of that 
sun, that ift now reflected on the waves* And I dare attest that 
glorious sun, and yonder blue heaven, to bear me witness, that, 
but to urge him to change his unhappy coursefcof hfe,*I had not, 
for all tb-o tcnijjtatioris this round world bolds, ever consented to 
HOC him more ” . ‘ * 

As she 8{K)ke t]ui.<f,/Ui a tone which afforded much conflJence 
to Brenda, the "sisters attained the summit a nsing ground, 
whence tliey c<Vinniandcd a full view of the Orcadian Stone- 
hengft, consisting of a huge circle and semicircle of the Standing 
Stones, as they are cullwl, which already glimmered a gre^ich 
white in, the rising sifn, a^id projected far to the westward their 
long gigantic shadow^B At another tame the scene would have 
o|H^rated jiowcrfully on the imaginative mind of Minna, an(b 
intcrcsttHi tho curiosity at least of her lalbnsitive sister. But, at 
this moment, neither wius at leisure to receive the iinpressionfl 
which, this ptujiendous moiuiment of antiquity is so well calcu- 
lated to miproes on the feehnga of those who behold it ; for 
♦tliey saw m the lower lake, beneath what is termetl the Bridge 
of Broisgar, a b<mt w^ell manned and armed/ w^hich had disem- 
liarked one of it« crew, who advanced alone, and wrapped in a 
naval cloak, towards that monumental circle vfhich they them- 
selves ivere Ulx)ut to reacli from another quarter 

“They are many, and they are armed,*' said the startled 
Bmida, in a whisper to her sister. 

“It IB fbr precaution’s sake,” answered Minna, “ which, alas I 
their condition rendejs but too necessary. Fear no treachery 
from him — that, at least, is not liis vice.” 

As she spoke, or shortly afterwards, she attained the centra 
of*the circle, on which, in the midst of the taB erect pillars of 
rude stone that are around, lies one flat and prostrate, 

supported by short stone pillars, of which some relics are still 
visible, that had once served, perba^MS, ilie purpose of an altar 
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she said, heathen times (if we may believ'd* 
lej^endfl, which hare coat me but too dear) our aucodtors offered 
attcrifio^ to heatlien deities — and Imre ^will I, from miy soul, 
renounce, abjure, find offer up to a better and a more m<Mxyful 
God than was knowu to them, the vain ideas with which my 
youthful imagination has been seduced.” • 

She stood by the prostrate table of stone, mid saw Cleveland 
advance towai^ her, with a timid pace and a downcast lot>k, 
as different from his usual ciiaracter and Jxjaring, as Minnas 
high air and lofty den^iour, and cakn contemplative |JcM>turo, 
were <ii8tant from those of the lo\e-l^>m and broken- hearte<i 
ipaiden, Vhoso lieight liad almost borne the supiiort of 
’her sii^ter as she left the. house of Stenms. If th% belief of 
‘those IS true, who assign tlttse singular monuinouta exclusively 
to eke Drukls, Mnina might liave seeuitd the Uaxa or high 
priestess of the or(!cr, fr^^m whom some chamihon of the tribe 
expected inauguration. Or if wc hold the cireles of Gothic and 
S^'Andinaviaii ungin, she might have seemed a ilescentled#\^isioii 
fif Freya, the spouse of the Thundering l>eity, r>efBre whom some 
Ixdd Sea Kmg or Champion bent with an awe, winch no mcjc 
mortal terror <-xudd have mihcttHl u|xm him Brenda, over 
••whelmed witli inexprcjssible fear and doubt, romaintnl a pa<c 
or two l>ehind, anxiodsly oliserving the motions of t>levehuul, 
and attending' to nothing around, save to him and to her sustci ^ 

Cleveland approeu^hod within two yards of Minmr, imd liciit 
hw head to the ground. Then) wiw a ihjad fiaus^ uritu Minna 
said, m a firm but melanclioly tone, Unhai>py man, v\hy du(^t 
thou seek this aggravation of our wool Depart in |.cace, aiifl 
may Heaven direct time to a IxdUjr course Ilian that wliicli thy 
life has yet heRl 1” 

“ Heaven will not aid me,” sanl Cievelaml, ^ exi^jpting by 
your voice, I came hither rude and wild, saortio knowing that 
my trade, my desperate trade, was more criminal m the sight 
of man or of Heaven than that of tho«e [invateers whom your 
law acknowledges. 1 was bred in it, and, hut for the wishes 
you have ent^ouraged me to form, i should have pcrlmj-« died 
iu it, desperate and imjKmitent. Oh, do not throw me from 
■you J let me do something to redeem what 1 have done amiss, 
and do not leave your own Work half finished !” 

Clevelimd,” said Minna, ‘‘I will not rdjiroach you with 
abusing my inexperience, or with availing yourself of tliuse 
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deluidoiw which the credulity of early youth had fluiig around 
me, and which led me to confound your fatal course of life with 
the deeds of our ancient heroes, ! when I saw your fhl- 
lowers^ that illusion was no more I — ^but I dh not upbraid you 
with its having oxisted. Cleveland ; detach youradf from 
tliose mieerablo >rretchea with whom you are associated, and 
believe me, that if Heaven yet grants you the means of distin- 
guiBhing your name by one ^ good or glorious action, there are 
eyes left m these lonely islands, that will weep as mucli for joy, 
ns— as — they must now do for sorrow.”, 

“And is this allf’ said Cleveland; “and may not I hope, 
that if I extricate myself from my present ass«;iateg-^if I can. 
gam my imrdon by lieing as bold imtbe right, as I have been 
t<K) often in the wrong cause — if, rifter a tenn, I care not how 
long — but still a tend which may have an end, I rmn bo^t of 
having retlocined my fame — may I not — I not hope that 
Minna may forgive what my God and my country'shidl have 
pardoBeii ?” , 

“Never, Cffeveland, never, said Minna, with the utinosB' 
finniiesB ; “ on this sjtot we jiart, and part forever, and part 
without longer indulgence 'Hank of me as ef one dead, if you 
I'oiitiiiue as you now are , hut if, which may Heaven grant, you** 
change your fatal course, think of me then as one, whose mom- 
^ing and evening prayers will lie for your happLuj^, though she 
has h^t, her own, — Farewell, Cleveland 1” 

He kn(Hde^l, ovei^wi wered by hia own bitter feelings, to take 
the hand which she held out to him, and in that instant, his 
(^mfidant Hunce, starting from behind one of Ihc large upright 
pillars, his eyes wet with tears, exclaimed — 

“ Never saw such a parting scene on any sfage ! But FU be 
d — d if you iftake your exit as you expect T* 

And so saying, ere Cleveland could employ either remon- 
strance or resistance, and indeed before he could get upon his 
feet, he easily secur^ him by pulling him dowh on his back, 
so that two or three of the Wt*8 crew seised him by the ams 
and legs, and began to hurry him towards the lake. Minna and 
Brenda shrieked and attempted to By ; but Darick snatched up 
the former with as much ease as a falcon pounces (m a pigeon, 
while Bunco, witii an oatji ot two Vhicb were intended to be of 
a consolatory nature, seii^ on Brenda ; and the whole party, 
with two or three of the other pirates, who, stealing from the 
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tpraier-eide, had accompanied them on the ambuscadO) began 
haatily to run towards the boat, which was left hi charge of 
two of their number. Theip courae, hower^, was unexpectedly 
interruptedy and IhSir criminal porpoae entirdy frustrate. 

When Mordaunt Mertoun tamed out ys guard in arms, 
it waa with the natural purpoee of watching over the safety of tfie 
two cdaterB. Tliey had accordingly closely observed the motiona 
of the pirates, and when they saw «o pany of them leave the bimt 
and st^ towards the place of rendezvous assigned to Olovolaud, 
they naturally suspected treachery, mid by cover of an old hollow 
way or trench, which perhaps had anciently lieen connected with 
thg mouut&ental circle, they tlirown themselves unperceived 
between the pirates and th^ir bqpt. At the cries of tli sisters, 
they started up and placed tlffemselves in the way of the mffions, 
preseifting their pieces, which, notwiihst^lfiing, they dared not 
fire, for fear of hufting the young ladies, securM as they were 
in the rude* grasp of the marauders Mordaunt, however, ad- 
vanced with the speed of a wild deer on B^nce, who, 4oath 
to quit his prey, yet unable to defend himself othA^ise, turned 
to this side and that alternately, exi>gsin^f Brenda to tjie blows 
which Mordaunt offered at hint This defence, however, proved 
In vain against a youth, jwsseseed of the lightest foot ami most 
active hand ever known in Zetland, and alter a feint or two, 
Mordaunt brought the pirate to the ground with a stroke from 
the butt of the carabine, which he dared not use jtth^yrwise. 
At the same tune firearms were discharged on eitficr side by 
those who were liable to no such cause of forbearance, oid 
pirates who bad diold of Cleveland, droppft(| him, naturally 
enough, to provide for their own defence or retreat. But they 
only added to fbe^ numbers of their enemies; for Cleveland 
perceiving Mmna m the arms of Derrick, snatched her from the 
ruffian with one hand, and with the other shot him dead on the 
spot Two #r three more of the pirates fell or were taken, the 
^ost fled to theif boat, pushed off, then turned fheir broa^lside 
to the shore, and fired repeatedly on the Orcadian party, which 
they return^, with little m|«ry on either side. Meanwhile 
Mordaunt having first seen that the sisters were at liberty and 
in Ml flight towards the house, advanced on /Jleveland with 
bis cutlass drawn. The pirate presen^i a pistol, and calling 
out at the same tune, — Mordatmt, I never nfSssed my aun,” 
he fired into the air, and threw it into the l^e ; then drew his 
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cutlaas, brandished it round hie head, and dung that also, aa iai 
as his ana could send it, in the same direction. Yet such was 
the iniversal belief of his personal strength and resources, that 
Mordannt still used ** precaution, as, advancing on Cleveland, he 
asked if he surrendered f , 

I surreii4er to no man,*’ said the Pirate captain * “ but you 
may see I have thrown away my iveapons/' 

He was immediately seised by some of the Orcadians, with- 
out his odcring any resistAico ; but the instant interference of 
Mordaunt prevented his being roughljr treated or bound. The 
victors conducted him to a well-secured upper apartment in the 
House of Stemls, and placed a sentinel at the do6r. Bunc^ 
and Fl<^i^her, l>oth of whom liad been stretched on the field 
<lurmg the skirmish, were loifgedc in the same chamber, and 
two prisoners, who if^ieared of lower rank, w’ere^confined in a 
vault lielongiug to the mansion. ^ 

Without prcieiuhng to desenbe tlie joy of M^us TroU, 
vvho,^ when awakencxl by the noise and firing, found his daugh- 
ters safe, aiicb hiA enemy a jirisoncr, we shall only say, it was r o 
grt‘at, that ho forgot, for the time at least, to inquhe what 
t ircumsthnces were those*' which ha<i place^ them in danger, 
and that he hugged Mordaunt to his breast a thousand time^* 
as then preservei , and swore as ofteu by the bones of his 
samtiHl namenako, that if he had a thousand daughters, so tight 
a lad, Olid so true a friend, should have tlie ch6ice of them, let 
Ijttdy (ilowrowrum say what she 'would 

A very dilTcreut scene was )3assmg in the prison-chamber of 
Ihe iiufi^rtunate Cleveland and his associates.^ The Captain sat 
by the window, his eyes bent on the prospect of the sea which 
it presented, and w^as seemingly so intent on it, as to be 
Liim‘n.'<ible of the presence of the others. 'Jack Bunco stood 
meditating some ends of verse, m order to make his advances 
towards a reconciliation with Cleveland , for he Jiegan to be 
sensible, from the coiKs«juences, that the part he had played 
towjirds his Captain, however well intended, was neither lucky 
in its issue, nor likely to be well taken. His admirer and 
adherent Fletcher lay half asleep as it seemed, on a truckle-bod 
in tfie room, without the least attempt to interfere in the con- 
versation which 'ensued. 

** Nay, but speak to *me, Clement,” said the penitent Uiett* 
tenant, “ if it be but to swear at me for my stupidity, — 
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* What 1 not ao CK«th 9 — ^Nay, then, the world goeti hard, 

If Clifford cannot *pare hw fnends an oath.' " 

**I prithee peace, and be goue!*’ said Ol^tTelaiid, "‘lahave 
one boeom frmd leib yet, and you will make me bestow its 
contents oii^you, or on myself.” 

** I have it,*' said Bunce, “ I have it !” and on ho*went in the 
vein of Jaffior— 

** ' Thon, by tha hall I merit, I'll not leave thee, 

Till to thyself at leant thou'rt reoonolled, 

However thy reaentment deal with me ^ " 

** I pray you once more to be silent,” said Cleveland — “ Is it 
not enough that you have undone me with your treachery, but 
yoii*must stun mo with you|; silly buffoonery 1 — woi^Jd not 
uafe lielievod you would have lifted a finger agamst me, Jai*.k, 
of any man or (Jevil m yonder unhappy shijj^li 

** Who, 11” exckiMiod Bjince, ** I lift a finger •agamst you ' 
— and if I did it was m pure love, and to make yoii tlie happiest 
^ fellow that ever trod a deck, with your mistress besido you, and 
lift> fine fellows at your command. Here is Dick 71etcher •ciin 
l)ear witness I did *011 for the l)est, if ]\(p would but^speak, 
ilistead of lolloping Jhcre like a Dutch dogger laid up* to be 
CJW^ned. — Got up, Dick, and sjieak for me, won’t youl” 

Why, yes, Jack Bun(t>,” answered Fletcher, raising himself 
with diliiculty and speaking leebly, I w ill if 1 can — and I 
always knew you iijx>ke and did for the ls3st — but howsonidever, 
d’ye see, it has turned out for the worst foi me this time, for I 
am bleeding to death, I think.” ♦ 

“You cannofr be |uicb on a«s1” said Jack Bimce, springing 
to his assistance, as did Cleveland. But luiumn aid came too 
late— he sank back on the bed, and, turning on his face, expireil 
without a groan. ’ * 

“I alwayis thought him a d — d fool,” said Bum^, a« he 
wiped a tear from his eye, “but never such a consummate 
idiot as to hop the perch so sillily. 1 have loist the follower ” 
— and he ogam wiped his eye. 

Clevelaad looked on the dead body, the rugg<^l features of 
which had remamed unaltered by the death- pang — “ A bull- 
dog;” he said, “ of tha true British breed, and, with a better 
eounsellm*, would have been a bettet man,” 

“ You may say that of some other folks, too, CitptAhi, if you 
are mipded to do them justice,” said Bunca 
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I may indeed, and especially of yourself,^’ said Clevebaid 
in reply. 

Why then, n^y, JaaJc, I forgive you^” said Bimee ; ** ifc*« 
but a short word, and soon spoken.” • 

** I forgive you from all my soul, Jack,” said Ole^elaiid, who 
had resumed his situation at the window; *^and the rather 
that your folly is of little consequence — the morning is come 
that must bring ruin on us all.” 

“ What 1 you are thinking of the old woman's prophecy you 
spoke of?” said Bunce. * 

“ It will be soon accomplished,” answered Cleveland. “ Come 
hither ; what do you take yop large siiuare-riggeS vessel for, 
that y^u see doubling the hp^lend on the east, and opening 
the Bay of Stromness V* 

” Why, I can’t li^dce her well out,” said Bunce, but yonder 
is old Goflfo takes her for a West Jndiaihan loaded with rum 
and sugar I s^ppewe, for d — n me if he does not «lip cable, and 
stand out to hfr I” 

Instead of nmriing into the shoal-water, which was* his 
only safety,” said Olfcveland. — The fool ’ tile dotard ’ the drivel- 
ling, drunken idiot < — he will get his flip,hot enough ; for yon 
IS the Halcyon — See, she hoists her colours and fires a broiai- 
side 1 and there will soon l>e an end of the Fortune's Favounte ! 
I only hope they will fight her to the last plank. The Boatswain 
u8cd,torl>e stanch enough, and ^o is Ooffe, tllougb an incarnate 
demon — {Tow she shwts away, with all the sail she can spread, 
and that showifsome sense.” 

Up goes the Jolly Hodge, the old hlaclf flag, with the 
death’s head hour-glass, and that shows some spunk,” 
added hw comrade. 

“ The hbur-glaas is turned for us, Jack, for this bout — out 
sand is running fast, — Fire away yet, my roving lads! The 
deep sea or the Wue sky, rather than a re^ and^a yard-arm.” 

There was.a moment of anxious and dead kilence ; the idoop, 
though hard pressed, maintaining still a running fi^t, and the 
frigate contimiiiig in full chase, but scarce retutning a shot 
At length the vessels nearer! each other, so as to diow that the 
man-of-war intended to board the sloop, instead of slnkhig 
her, probably* to sacqre the plunder which might be in Hie 
pirate vessel ' 

** Now, Goffe — now, Boatswain !" exclaimed Cleveland, in an 
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aostafly of iiupati«iioe» and os if they could liave heard hia 
oomnuuids^ ** stand by sheets and tacks — rake her with a broad^ 
side, when yon are imdar her bows, then aboui; ship, and ge off 
on the other tack like a wild-goose. The sails ^ivor — tlie 
helin*$ a-leer-Ahl — deep-sea sink the lubbers I — they nuas 
stays, and the ihgate roos them aboard T' « 

Accordingly the various manoeuvres of tlie diase had brought 
them so near, that Cleveland, with his spy-glass, could see the 
man-of-war^s-men boarding by the yards and* iKJWsprjts lu 
irresistible numbers, their ^aketi cutlasses ila><limg in the siin, 
when, at tliat entied moment, both ships w^cre envelojH^^l in a 
cloud jjf thick black smoke, whicl) suddenly arose on b^nl the 
c^ptuied pirate. • • 

“^Ixeunt omnes,” said Butice,*with clasi>cd hands. 

** Them went the Fortune’s Favourite dujT and crow,” said 
Cleveland, at the samePinstaitf 

But the smoke, unmodiately clearing away, showed that the 
damage Imd only been jiartiid, and that, from want pf a suflitjieftL 
quanSity of [jowder, the pirates ha<l faiknl in their* dcsperaUi 
attempt to blow up tfieir veswd with tho^llalftyon. * 

Shortly after the a<ition was over, Captain Weatherjiort of 
tlie^JialcyoD sent an oflicer and a party of inannea to the House 
of Stennis, to demand fkim* the little garrison the pirate seairioii 
who were their prisoners, imd, in particular, Cleveland and 
Bunce, who acted as Captain and LicuUmant of the gang.*^ • 

This was a demand which was not to be resisted^ though 
Magnus Troil ixmld have wished sincerely tliat the roof ’ nder 
which he lived lisd dieen allowed as au asyluxi} at least to 
Cleveland. But the ofliceFs orders were peren^ptory ; and he 
added, it was Captai^ Wcather}x>rt’s intention to land the 
other jarisonera, and send the whole, with a sufficieift escort, 
acroaa the island to Kirkwall, in order to underg<y an exanuna- 
tioii there befora^ the civil authorities, previous to their being 
saiil off to London ibr trial at the High Court of .Admiralty. 
Magnus could therefore only intercede for good usage to Cleve- 
land, and that he might not be stripped or plundered, which 
the officer, struck by his good mien, and cainpassionating his 
situation, readily promised. The honest Udalier would have 
said something in tlie way of (Annfort Cleveland himself, 
but he could not find wor^ to express it, and only shook his 
hand 



444 


WaVERLEY NOYKl^ 


** Old ftiond," said Cleveland, “you may have much to com 
plain of — yet you pity instead of exulting over me — for the 
sakh of you and^yours, I will never harm human being more. 
Take this from me — my last hope, but my last temptation 
also" — he drew from hw boeom a pocket-pistol, and gave it to 
Magnus Troll “ Remember me to — But no — let every one 
forget me. — I am your prisoner, sir,” said he to the officer. 

“ And I also,” said poor Bunco ; and putting on a theatrical 
countenance, he ranted, with no very perceptible faltering in 
Ins tone, the words of Pierre — 

** * Captain, you should be a geiitleinan of honcur, 

Ke«p off the rabble,* that i way have mom 
» To entertuiu my fate, atul die with decency.' ** 


CHAPTER FORTY-FIRST. 

Joy, joy, in L<mdon now! 

SoiTTUET 

u 

The nows of the captuie of the Rover reached Kirkwall attont 
an hour liofoie ncKin, and fille<l all men with wonder and with 
joy Little biifiine^ was that day done at the Fair, wdiilat 
jH'cplo of all ages and occupations streamed from the place to 
sec the pnsouers as they were marched towards Kirkw^all, and 
to triumph ifi the different ap[)earance which they now bore, 
fnun that which they bail formerly exhibited when ranting, 
swaggering, and bullymg in the streets of that town. Tlic 
bayonets of the marines were soon seen to glisten in the sun, 
and theif came on the melancholy troop of captives, handcuffwl 
two and two together. Their finery had been partly tom from 
them by their captors, ]mrtly hung in raga about them ; many 
were wounded and covered with blood, ifiaar blackened and 
scorched with the explosion, by which a few of the most desperate 
had in vain stnveu to blow up the vessel. Moat of them seemed 
^ sullen and imi^enitent^ some were more becomuigly affected with 
their condition, and a few braveil it out, and sung the hame 
ribald songs to whi<^ they hkd made the streets of Kirkwall 
ring when they w«re in their frolics. 

The Boatswain and Ooffe, coupled together, exhausted them 
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selves in threats and imprecations against eaoh other , the 
former charging Ooffe with w^aiit of seamanship, and the latter 
alleging that the Boatswain had prevented him Aom firing the 
powder that was stovml forward^ and sending them all to the 
other w^orld, together. Last came Cleveland and Bimw, who 
\\ ere permitted to walk unshackled ; the deexmt melancholy, 
yet resolve*! manner of the former, contrasting atrongly with 
the stage strut and swagger which poor Jock thought it fitting 
to assume, m onier to oon<ml some 1**88 diggifie*! emotions. 
The former was K>ok**fl with eoinpaHsion, tlie latter with 
a mixture of ettorn and pity , while most of the others inspm^d 
hornir, and eten fe^r, by their lo(j]kH and their language. 

TJ*re was one imlividuaJ vi Kirkwall who was so faiwfrorn 
hiisfrenmg to the sight wluclf attracUni all that he \*as 
not evem aware ^^f the event which agitated ho town. Thin 
was the elder Mertoiifi, wh(^e rt*8iderice Kukwall hiul bo<ni f(»r 
two or three days, part of which hail Wn sjK?nt*in attending 
to some judicial proceedings, uinlcrtakon at the )yst4in(‘c the 
}^io« 4 nmtor-Fisc#il, against that grave professor Bryce ^nailsfont 
In consequence *)f aill inquisition into yie procwlmgs qj' tins 
worthy trailer, Cleve]|ind’H chest, with hm jwipcrs and utluT 
ina^Jers therein contained, had lioen restore*! to Mertoun, as the 
lawful custodier the.niof, ihitil the right <>wner shouhf Iw) in a 
situation to establish his right to thorn Mertoun was at first 
desirous to throw l^ck ujxm Justice* the charge which wfie^^iis 
<lisy>oseil t<i intrust w’lth him , but on }>ernsmg one or V'o rd the 
]>apenj he liastily changes! hw mind — in broken words itsted 
tiio Magistrate fK> Ie4 the chest be sent to hm Jodgliig>* and 
hastening homeward, bolted himself into the room, to conmch*T 
and digest the singular information w'hich chance had thus coii' 
veyed to him, and which increased, in a tenfold hm 

impatience for an interview with the mvstenous *Noma of the 
Fitful Head , 

It may be remembered that she had rc^piir*?*! of* him, when 
they met in tlie churchyard of Saint Ninian, to attend in tlio 
outer aisle of t!ie cathedral of Saint Magnus, at the hour of 
noon, on the fifth day of the Fair of Saint 011a, there to meet 
a pewon by whom the fate of Mordaunt would be ^explainoil to 
him. — “It must be herself,^ he siaid; “lynd that*! should see 
her at this moment is indispensabla How to find her sooner 
1 know not , and better lose a few hours even in this exigence 
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than offend her by a premature attempt to force myself on her 
presence/* 

Long^ theroforQ, before noon — ^long before the town of Kirk< 
wall was Stated by the news of the events on the other side <ff 
the island, the elder Mertonn was pacing the deserted aisle of 
the cathedral^ awaiting, with agonising eagerness, the expected 
communication from Noma. The bell Udled twelve— door 
ofiened — no one was seen to enter the cathedral * but the last 
sounds had not, ceased to reverberate through the vaulted roof, 
when, gliding from one of the intenor side aisles, Noma stood 
before him, Mertoun, indifferent to the apparent mystery of 
her sudden approach (with secret of which 'i;he re^er is 
atx|iisinted), went up to her at once, with the earnest ejaculation 

— TJUa — Ulla Troil — aid me to save our unhappy boy !” 

“ To Ulla Trod/' said Norua, I answer pot — I #,ave that 
name to the i^unds on the night that co«rb me a father.'* 

“ Speak nut of that night of horror/* said Mertoun ; we have 
iu.ed of our r^on — let us not tlunk on re(x>llections which may 
destroy it', but aid me, if thou canst, to save our imfortunate 
child I” • ' 

“ Vauglinn,'* answered Noma, ^‘he is already saved — long 
Slum saved ; think you a mother's hand — and that of sueh a 
inotlier as I am — would await your 'crawling, tardy, ineffectual 
assistance 1 No, Vaughan — I make myself known to you but 
to ^how my triumph over yon — it is the only revenge which the 
powerful^ Noma pc^miita herself to take for the wrongs of Ulla 
Trod.” 

‘‘ Have yon indeed saved him — saved him frtJm the murderous 
crew T' said Mertoun or Vaughan — ** speak * — and speak tnith ! 
— I will l>eheve everything — ^ail you would require me to assent 
to 1 — ^prove to me only he la escaped and safe !** 

Escaped and safe by my means,” said Noma — “safe, and 
111 assurance of an honoured and happy alliance. Yes, great 
unbeliever ^t~yc«, wise and self-opinion^ infidel ! — these were 
the works of Noma ! I knew you many a year sinco ; bat never 
hmi I made myself known to you, save with the triomphant 
anisciousncas of having controlled the destiny that threatened 
my BOO. All combined against him — planets which threateneil 
drowning — combiiia|ioBs which mena^ blood^ — but my skiD 
was ffuperiol to all — I arranged — I combined — I found means 

— I them— each disaster has been averted and what 
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infidel on eairt):^ or stubborn demon beyond the boimda of earth, 
shall hereafter deny my power f ' 

The wild eostai^ with which she spoke much resembltvi 
triumphant insanity, that Mertoun answered — ** Were your pro- 
teusions leys lofty, and your speeoh more plain, I should be 
better assured of my son's safety." • 

Doubt on, viun sceptic !" said Noma — ** And yet know, that 
not only is our son safe^ but vengeance is mine, though I sought 
it not — vengeance on the powoifd implement of j^he darker InfiU' 
enoea by whom my schemes^were so often thwarted, and even the 
life of my son endangered — Yes, take it as a guarantee of the 
tnith of my speech, tliat Olevelai^l — the pirate Cleveland — even 
noT)t*entm Kirkwall as a prisoner, and will soon expiate with 
IiiH‘hfe the having shed blood which is of kin to Noma's," 
‘‘WIk) dulst^thou say was prisoner?" CJ^^laimcd Mertoun, 
with a voice of thundfir — ‘‘ woman, didst thou say should 

expiate bis crimes with his life?" i» 

Cleveland — the pirate Cleveland 1" answered^ Noma ; “ and 
by me, whoso counsel he scornod, he has been permitted to meet 
his fate." • . » 

“Thou most wret<^ed of women!" said Mertoun, speaking 
freui between his clenched teeth — “ thou hast slam thy son as 
well as thy father I" 

“ My sf)n ! — what son 1 — what mean you ? — Mordaunt is your 
son — your only soA 1" exclaimed Noma — “is he not I — telj me 
quiekly — is he not?” 

Mordaunt is indeed my son," said Mertoun — “ the i iw«, at 
least, gave him to w wi such — ^But, 0 unliappy Ulla i Cleve- 
land is your son as well a« mine — blood of our blood, b >ne of 
our bone ; and if ^ou hare given him to death, 1 will end my 
wretched life along with him !" 

“ Stay — ^boid — atop, Vaughan !” said Noma ; “ I am not yet 
overcome — proue but to roe the truth of what you say, I would 
fibd help, if I should evoke hell \ — But prove your words, dm 
bdieva them I cannot " 

“ Thou help ? wretched, overweaiing woman > — In what have 
Uiy combinatimia and thy stratagems — ^the legerdemain of lunacy 
— the mere quackery of insanity — in what have these involved 
thee 1 — and yet I will speak to thee as reasonable — nay, I wiD 
adnut time as powerfol^Hear, then, Ulla, the proofii which you 
demand, and find a remedy if tfion eanst ; — 
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** When I fled from Orkney,” he continued, after a pauae — 
It ia now five-and-twenty years since — I bore with me tl»e 
unhjjppy oflapnug^to whom you ha^l given light. It was sent 
to me by one of your kinswomen, with account of your ill- 
ness, whitdi was soon followed by a generally receive belief of 
your death/ It avails not to tell m what miseiy^ I left Euiope. 
I found refuge in Hispaniola, wherein a fair young Sjianiard 
uiidcrt(H)k the task of comforter, I mamed her — she became 
mother of the y/)uth callwl Mordaunt Mertriun '* 

“ You married hei i” said Norna,, in a t4>ne of deep reproach. 

I did, Ulla,” ausweml Mertoun , “ but you were avenged. 
She proved faithless, and her infidelity left me m dotibta wd\,ether 
tlie (‘l^'ld bhe bore had a right to call me father — But I aim) was 
avenged ” ' 

“You nmidered her said Norna, with a dreadful i^riek. 

“ 1 dul that,” said Mcrtouii, w^thout^ a more direct reply, 
“wlneli niad'^ an instant flight from Ilispanwla neressary 
Yonir son I earned with me to Tortuga, where wt had a small 
HettleinenC Mordaunt Vaughan, my son by mamiige, about 
three or four years younger, was residing in Port Royal for the 
adMintagos of an Engli.sh edueation. I.rpsohwl never to see 
him again, but I continued to supjiort him Our wdtlcmeiit was 
jilinidered hv the Sjiauittrds wdien (/icment was but fifteen — 
Want came to aid despair and a troubletl eonneuem^e. I became 
a ('orsair, and invols’od Clement in the same des|»enitG traile. 
flis skill and lira very', though then a mere Ixiy, gameii him a 
sejiarate command , and after a lapse of two or three years, 
while wc w’t>re^ on different muses, my crew on me, and 
leit me for dead on the beiieh of one of the Bermudas 1 re- 
co\ero<i, however, and my first inquiries, after a tedious illness, 
weie afteV Clement He, I heard, had been also marooned by 
a rel>olbou« crew', and put ashore on a desert islet, to pen^h 
with want — I Mieved he had so perished.” 

‘•/Vnd w'bat assim^ you that he did not^l” said 1711ft ; *^or 
how coniGB this Cleveland to be identifie<l with Vaughan!” 

**To chmigo a name is common with such adventurers,” 
answered Mertoun, “and Clement had apparently found that 
v)f Vaughan had liecomc too notorious — and this change, in his 
case, prevented me ffom hearhig any tulings of bun. It was 
then that rmaorse seued me, and that, detesting all nature, but 
especially the sex to which Iionisa belonged, I resolved to do 
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penanca in the wild islands of Zetland for the rest of my life 
To sabject myself to fasts and to the scourge was the aiivico of 
the holy Catholic priests whom I consult^ But I demised a 
nobler penance — determined to bring with mo the unhappy 
boy Mordimnt^ and to keep alw^ays before me the living memorial 
of my misery and my guilt. I have done so, and I#have thought 
over both till reason has often trembled on her tlirone. And 
now, to drive me to utter madness, my Clement — my own, my 
undoubted son, revives from the dead to be (jiniaigned to an in- 
famous death by the maqJiinaUons of his ow n mother ! '' 

“Away, away!” said Norna, with a laugh, when «ho Imd 
heard the%tory to an end ; “ is a legend Iramed by the old 
cirsair, to intoi'est iiiy aid 14 favour of a guilty wmrad^. How 
cOuld I mistake Mordaunt ^or my sou, their ages bemg ho 
different ^ 

“ The dark comf lexioi^ and manly stature may have done 
much,” paid* Basil Mertoun ; “strong imagmaSioii must have 
dune the re«t ” • 

• “ But give me proofs — give me iW(M3fa that thnf Clov(‘hiTul m 
my son, and, l>oheve me, this mm shall sooner sink m the cjvst, 
tlian they shall liav^ power to liarm a lioir of hw hwid.’^ 

“ These papers, these journals,” said Mertoun, offering the 
pocket-book. • 

“ I cannot read them,” she said, after an effort, “ ray brain is 
diZ2}^” 

“ (Jloment bad also tokens which you may re^ieiulK^r, but 
they must have l>ecomc the booty of his captors ife had 
silver box wftli a. Runic inscription, with whub, In n* other 
daya, you preaemtod me — 11 golden chajilct” 

“ A box I" said Norna, hastily , “ Cleveland gave roe one but 
a day since — I have never looked at it till now " • 

Eagerly she pulled it out — eagerly examined the Icgimd 
around the lid, and as eagerly exclaimed — ^*Thcy may now 
mdeed call me ileimkennar, for by this rhyme,! know myself 
murderess of my son, as well as of my father 1” 

The conviction of the strong delusion under which she had 
laboured, was so overwhelming, that she sunk down at the ffx>t 
of one of the pillars — Mertoun shouted for help, though in 
despair of receiving any ; th» sexton^ however, entered, ami, 
hopeless iff all aasistonce from Noma, the dintnu^ted father 
rushed out, to Icam, if possible, the fate of his son. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-SEOONU 

(ro, «ome of you, cry * reprieve I 

Bkooib’s Opera 

1 

Capta^in Whathebpoet had, before this time, reached Kirk- 
wall in person, and was received with great joy and thankAd- 
ness by the Magistrates, who had assembled in council for the 
purpose. The Provost, in particular, expressed himself delighted 
with the providential arrival of the Halcyon, at the very con- 
juncture when the Pirate could ,not escape her. The Captain 
IfKiked p little Burpriaod, and said — For that, sir, you may 
thank the information you yourself supplie<l.*’ 

That I supplied-.” said the Prov^ist, somewhat astonmhed, 

** Yes, sir," answered Captain Weatheq.ort, “ I understand 
you to be Geoftge Torfe, Chief Magistrate of Kirkwall, who 
subscribes this le.tter.” 

The astonished Provost took the letter addressed to Captahi 
Weatherport of the Halcyon, stating the arrival, force, etc., of 
tlie pirates’ vessel , but adding, that they^ had heard of the 
Halcyon being on the cxiast, and that they were on their guard 
and ready to baffle hci, by going among the shoals, and through 
the islands and holms, where the frigate could not easily follow , 
and at, the worst, they were despi;rate enough to propose running 
the sloop ashore and blowing her up, by which much booty and 
^treasure would bo lost to the captors. The letter, tlierefore, 
suggested, that the Halcyon should cruise Wtwixt Duucansbay 
Head and Cape Wrath, for two or three days, to relieve the 
])irates of the olium iier ucighbourhoo<l oocasionctl, and lull them 
into s€»curity; the more especially as the letter-writer knew it to 
bo their intention, if the frigate left the coast, to go into Strom- 
ness Bay, and there put their guns ashore for some neoessaiy 
repairs, or even for careening their vessel, if 'they could find 
means. The letter concluded by assuring Captain Weatherport, 
that, if he could bring his frigate into Stromness Bay on the 
rooming of the 24th of August, he would have a good bargain 
o<' the pirates — if sooner, he was not unlikely to miss them. 

'*This letter is not ^ my Wiiting or subscribing, Captain 
Weatherport,’^ smd the Provost ; near would I have vmtured 
to advise any dday in your coming hith^ ” 



• THK PIJUTR 


451 


The Obtain was surprised m his tunu ^^All I know is^ 
that it reached me when I was in the Bay of Thurso, and 
that I gave the ^Vs crew that brought it five doAars for 
crossing the Pentland Firth in veiy rough weather. They had 
a dumb ^warf as cockswain, the ugliest urchin my eyes ever 
opened upon. I give you much credit for the acBuracy of your 
intelligence, Mr. Provost.*' 

“It is lucky as it is,” said the Provost; “yet I question 
whether the writer of this letter would not »ther that you had 
found the neat cold and tlie bird flown ” 

So say\pg, he handed the letter to Magnus Trod, who to- 
tumed it with a smile, but •without any observation, aware, 
(Joubtleas, with the sagaciouj reader, that Norna hods her own 
reasons for calculating with accuracy on the date of the Hal- 
cyon'i arrival? ^ • 

Without puzzling himself farther concerning a circumstance 
whidi seeufed inescidicablo, the Captain reqflested that the 
exammations might prcxHjed , and Cleveland aiuL Altainolit, as 
ffe chose to be call#d, were brought up the first of the pirate crow, 
on the charge of having acted as Captoin Jnd Lieutenant They 
had just conunenc^eil the examination, when, after some exjKistu- 
^tion with the officers ^who kept the door, Basil Mertoun burnt 
into the apartment and exclaimed, ^^Take the old victim for the 
young one ! — I gni Basil Vaughan, too well knoM^u on the wind-« 
ward station — take my life, and spare my sou’s !” • 

All were astonishwl, and none more than Magnua Trod, who 
hastily cxplayied to the Magistrates and Captain W( atherixn*^ 
that tliis gentlemfln had been living i>eaceably and h aestly on 
the Mainland Zetland for many years. 

“ In that case," aaid the Captain, “ I w'ash my hands of the 
poor man, for he is safe, under two proclamatiofis of mercy ; 
and, by my soul, when I see them, the father .and his oflspnng, 
hanging on ftach other’s neck, I wish I could say as much ior 
the son.” * • 

“ But how is it — how can it be 1” said the Provost : “ we 
always called the old man Mertoun, and the young, Cleveland, 
and now it seems they arc both named Vaughan." 

Vaughan,” answered Mi^us, “is a nan^p which I have 
Bcnne reason to remember: and, from what I have lately 
heard trom my cousin Noma, tlM old inan^has a tight to 
boar it” 
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** And, I trust, the young man also/’ said the Captam, who 
iiad been looking over a memorandunx '^Listen to me a 
moment/’ added he^ addressing the younger Vaughan, whom 
we have hitherto called Cleveland. Hark you, sir, your name 
is said to be Clement Vaughan — are you the same, who^ then 
a mere boy, commanded a party of rovers, who, about eight or 
nine years ago, pillaged a Bfmnish village called Quempoa, on 
the .Spanish Main, with the purpose of seizing some treasured’ 

It will avail ii>e nothing to deny it/’ answered the prisoner. 

“ InO," said Captam Weatherport,* “but it may do you 
service to admit it, — Well, the muleteers escajied with the 
treasure, while you were engaged in protecting, at the hazrrd 
of your fwn life, the honour of twa Spanish ladies against tlip 
bratahty of your followers. Do you remember any thing of 
thisT ‘ • 

I am sure I do/’ said Jack Bunw, “foV our Captam here 
was marooned f<^ his gallantry, and I narrowly esca^l)^ flogging 
and pickling for having taken his part” 

“When these [xnnta are established,” aaid<Captain Weathcf- 
port, “ Vaughan’s life Ib sa^b — the women he sav^ were ))er8ons 
of quality, daugliters to the governor of tin province, and ap* 
plication was long since made, by the gmteful S]Miuiard, to our*' 
government, for favour to l>e shown to their preserver. I had 
, special orders about Clement Vaughan, when, I had a ooiH' 
mission fdl* cruising upon the pirates, in the West Indies, six 
or M*ven ye^rs since. But Vaughan was gone then as a name 
imongst tiiom ; and I heard enough of Cleveland m his room. 
How^evcr, Captaio, be you Cleveland or Vaughan, 1 think that, 
as tbo Quornjxia hero, I can assure you a free pardon when you 
arrive m liondon.” 

Cleveland 'bowed, and the blood mounted to his face. Mer- 
toun fell on his knees, and exhausted himself in thanksgiving to 
Heaven. They were removed, amidst the sympathiaing soli of 
the spectators. , 

“ And now, good Master Lieutenant, what have you got to 
say for yourselfl” said Captain Weatherport to the ci-devant 
llosciua. 

W'hy, little or nothing, please your honour ; only that I 
wish your honour could %d my ncdne in that book of men^ you 
have in your haxM ; for I stood by Captain dement Vaughan in 
that Quempoa businesa.” 



TEE PIRATE. 


453 


^You caD yourself Frederick Altamontr* sowl Captain* 
Weatherport cau see no such name here, one John 
Bounce, or Bunoe, the kdy put on her taUets/' • ^ 

** Why, that ialne— ^that is I myself, uaptain — I can prove 
it; andrl am determined, tliougU the sound be something 
plebeian, rather to live Jack Bunce, than to hang as Frederick 
Altamont.^ 

**ln that case/* said the Captain, ''I can give you some 
hopes as John Bunce.” 

** Thank your noble yorship !’* shouted fiimce ; then cheng- 
uig hw t4>iie, he said, “ Ah, since an aluw has such virtue, poor 
^IJ^ck Flefchcr might have coipe off os Timothy Tugniutton , but 
4iow8aiiidever d’ye see, to use his own phnise”— — ^ 

• “ Away with the Lioutcitant,” said the Captain, “ and bring 

forward C>oSd and the other fellows , tl|pfw will Ihi iTJiies rctivod 
for 80U10 of tliemfl thii^.*’ And tins prediction iiromiwed to 
be amply iulfilied, so strong was the proof which was brought * 
against tlicm. • 

• The Halcyon was accordingly ordered round W cairy the 

whole prisoners to London, for winch she set sail m tiie course 
of two days. ^ * 

* Dunng the time tliat the unfortunate Olevehuul remained at 
Kirkwall, he was treftted with civility by the Ciijitiim of the 
Hah;yon , and the kindness of his old acquaintance, Magnus 
Troil, who know m secret how closely lie was alliwl be his blmnl, 
pressed on him aixoinmodatious of every kind,^uioro than he 
(xndd 1)6 prevailed on tcr aw^ept. 

Norna, ^ 08 ««ijitere 8 t in the unhappy prisoner still more 
deep, w^as at this time unable to cxfiress it.* The scxtfin Inul 
found her lying fn the pavement in a swmiu, and when she 
recovered, her mind for the time hml totally losli its e(iiu{s)iiM5, 
and it became necessaiy to place her undpr the restraint o< 
wat(*hfui attendants. 

Of the sisters of Burgh Westra, Clevelanck only h<jard tliat 
they remained ill, m consequence of the fnght to which they 
had been subjected, until the evening be^Dre the Halcyon 
sailed, when he received, by a private conveyance, the followuig 
' billet : — " Farewell, Cleveland — we part for ever, and it is right 
that we should — Be virtuous and be hapf^. The deluaioiis 
which a solitary education and limited acquaintance with the 
modem worid bad spread awund me, are gone and diMi|Kitc<l 
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* for ever. But in you, I am sure, I have been thus far free 
error — that you are one to whom good is naturally more 
attractive than evil,, and whom only necessity, euunple, and 
habit, have forced into your late course of hfe. Thmk of me 
as one who no longer exists, unless you shoidd become ^ much 
the object of general praise, as now of general reproach , and 
then think of me as one who will rejoice in yojir reviving fame, 
though she must never see you more 1” — The note was signed 
M. T. ; and Clevcljind, with a deep emotion, which he testified 
even by tears, read it an hundred timqp over, and then clasped 
it to hi8 bosom. 

Mordaunt Mertoun heard by l^ter from his father,' but in^a 
very different style Basil bade hjm farewell for ever, and 
iicquittecl him henceforward of thd duties of a son, as one oif 
whom he, notwitlistrtafling the exertions of many years^ had 
found himself unable to bestow the^ affections of a fmrent. 
The letter informed him of a recess in the old house sf Yarlshof, 
in winch the writer had dejiositod a considerable quajitity of 
8{>ecie and of freasure, which he desired Mordaunt to use as huf 
own. “You need not<fear^” the letters liore, ‘‘either that you 
lay yourself under obligation to me, or that ypn are sharing the 
s[Knls of piracy. What is now given over to you, is almost * 
entirely the property of your deceased mdther, Louisa Gonzago, 
and is yours by every right. Let us forgive each otlier,” was 
the conejufton, “ as they who must meet no mora” — ^And they 
never mot ii^ore ; for the elder Merttmn, against whom no 
charge was ever jireforred, disappeared after the fate of Cleve- 
land was determined, and was generally believed to'have retired 
into a foreign convent. 

The fate of Cleveland will be most briefly ‘expressed in a 
letter, which ' Minna received within two months after the 
Halcyon left Kirkwall The family were then assembled at 
Burgh Westra, and Mordaunt was a member of it far the tune, 
the good Udallef thinking he could never sulficiently repay the 
activity whidi he had shown in the defence of his daughters. 
Noma, then beginning to recover from her temporaiy alienation 
oLimind, was a guest in the family, apd Mitpia, who was sedulous 
in her attention upon this unfort^ate victim of mental delusion, 
was seated with her, watd^ng each symptom of returning reason, 
when the letter we allude to was placed in h^ hands. 

“ Minna,*' it said — “ dearest Minna 1 — farewell, and for ever 1 



THE PIRATE. 


455 


Believe me, I never meant you wrong — never. From the • 

moment I came to know you, 1 resolved to detach myself from 
my hateful comrades, and had fhuned a thousand s^cmes,^ 
which have proved«as vain as they deservefl to be — for why, or 
how, shoi^d the fate of her that la so lovely, pure, and innocent, 
be involved with that of one so guilty? — Of tljese dreams I 
will speak no more. The stem reality of my situation is much 
milder than I either expected or deserved , and the little good 
I did has outweighed, in the minds of honourable and mercilful 
judges, much that was evil and criminal. I fiave not only been 
exempted from flie ignominious death to which several of my 
compeers are sentenced * but Captain Weatherport, about once 
Aiore to sail for the Spanish Main, under the apprehension of 
m immediate war with th!^ country, has generously^solicited 
and obtained ^permission to employ me, and two or three more 
of my less guilty dissociates, in the same service — a measm-e 
recommended to himself %y his own generous ^m{>assiou, and 
to others by our knowledge of the coast, and of Kh'aI cnjcum- 
afcances, which, by whatever means acquired, Ve*uow h<q)e to 
use for the servidb of our countiy Miyna, you will hear my 
name pronounced with honour, or yofi will never hear it again. 
•If virtue can give fiappiness, I need not wish it to you, for it is 
yours already. — Farewell, Minna.’' 

Minna wept so bitterly over this letter, that it attracted the 
attention of th^ convalescent Norna. bhe smitche<l from the * 
hand of her kinswoman, and read it over at first with Wie con- 
fused air of one to whom it conveyed no mtellfgence — then 
with a dawn*of rgoollection — then with a burst of m. igled 
and gnef, in which she dropiied it from hftr hand Minna 
snatched it up; and retired with her treasure to her own 
apartment. * • 

From that time Noma appeared to awume a different 
character. Jler dress was changed to one of a more simple and 
less imposing ^appearance. Her dwarf was dismissed, with 
ample provision for his future comfort. She Aowed no desire 
of morning her erratic life ; and directed her observatory, as 
it might be called, on FitM Head, to be dismantled. She 
refiis^ the name of NomaJ^ and would only be addressed by 
her real appellation of XJlhv Troil But tli^ most important 
<dmnge remained behind Formerly, from the dreadful dictates 
of spiritual despair, aiising out of the dreumstanoes of her father’s 
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death, tthe seemed to have considered herself as an outcast from 
divine grace ; besides that, enveloped in the vam occult sdences 
which ^he pretended to practise, her study, like that of Chaucer's 
physician, had been but litlde in the Bible#” Now, the sacred 
volume was seldom laid aside ; and, to the poor ignor^t people 
who came as formerly to invoke her power over the elements, 
she only replied — “ The winds are %n the hollow of Hu hmd '' — 
Her conversion was not, perhaps, altogether rational ; for this, 
thtf state of a mind disordered by such a complication of horrid 
incidents, probably prevented. But it seemed to be sincere, and 
was certainly usefiil She appeare<l \loeply to repent of her 
former presumptuous attempts to interfere with the course of 
human events, supermtended as th^ are by far higher powers, 
and expressed bitter compimction* when such her fonner pre- 
tensions were in any<manner recalled to her memo^i She still 
showed a pirtiality to Mordaunt, though, peiiaps, arising chiefly 
from habit , no| was it easy to know how much or bow little 
she rjjmombered of the complicated events m which she had bc^en 
connected. Whtui she died, which was about four years after 
the events we have commemorated, it was found that, at the 
special and earnest request of Minna Troil^ she hod conveyed 
her veiy coiihiderable proj>erty to Brenda. A clause in her will* 
s})Ocially directed, that all the books, mfpleuieuts of her labora- 
tory, and other things connected ^ith her former studies, should 
be committed to the flames ' 

AlHDAt two years before Noma's death, Bremia was wedded 
to Mordaunt' Mertoun It was some time before old Magnus 
Trod, with all hia affection for his daughtei; and* all his par- 
tiality for Mordilunt, was able frankly to reconede himself to 
tlus match. But Mordaunt's acc omplish men tif were peculiarly 
to the Udallfr’s taste, and the old man felt Vhe impossibility of 
supplying his place in his family so absolutely, that at length 
his Norse blood gave way to the natural* feeling of the heart, 
and bo comforted his pride while he looked around him, an(i 
saw what he cohsideretl as the encroachments of the Scottish 
gfuitry upon tlie. country (so Zetland is fondly termed by its 
inhabitants), that as well “ his daughter mamed the son of an 
Ehglish pirate, as of a Scottish thief,” in scornful allusion to 
the Highland and Border families,»to whom Zetland owes many 
respectable landholders but whose ancestors were generally 
esteemed more renowned for ancient family and high courage 
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thaii for accurately regarding the Uiding diatinctioua of fMUfth 
and tuum. The jovial old man lived to the extremity of human 
life, with the happy prospect of a numerous shcceasion in the 
family of his younger daughter ; and having his hoard cheered 
alternately ^y the minstrelBy of Claud Halcro, and enlightened 
by the lucubratioDfl of Mr. Triptolemus Yellowley,*who, laying 
aside his high pretensions, was, when he became better acquainted 
with the manners of the islanders, and remembered the vario\^ 
misadventures which had attended his premature attempts at 
reformation, an honest and.uaeful representative of hia principal, 
and never so happy as when be could escape from the spare 
commons of*his sister Barbara, tq the gcmal table of the Udaller. 
jBaVbani’s temper also was ipu^ softened by the unexpected 
rewtonition of the horn of silvftr coins (the property of Noma), 
which she had ^nccaled in the mansion ofc r>ld Stourburgh, for 
achievmg some of lifer mysterious plans, but which she now 
restored to these by whom it had b^n accidentally discovered, 
.with an intimation, however, that it would t^in disappear 
unless a reasonable jiortion was expended on the sustenance of 
the family, a precaution to which Tronda Oronsdaughter (pro- 
bably an agent of I^onia’s) owed her ’escape from a slow and 
wasting death by inamtion, 

Mordaujit and Brenda* wore as hapjjy as oiu* mortal condi- 
tion permits us to be. They admired and loved each other - 
enjoyed easy circumstances — had duties U) dischargfe yhicli 
they did not neglect , and, clear in con8Cieuc.e as lig|^t of heart, 
laughed, sung, danced, daffed the world aside, and bid ii pass. 

But Mmna-^tbe Jngh-minded and imaginative Minn< —^hc, 
gifted with such depth of feeling and enthusiasm, yet ^Inomwl 
to see both blighted ^in early youth, because, with the iiicxf>e- 
rienoe of a disposition equally romantic and ignoraivt, she haii 
built the fabnc of her hapiiiness on a quicksand instead of a 
rpek, — was sha, could she be happy 1 Header, she wan happy , 
for, whatever may be alleged to the contniry by the sceptic and 
the Bcomer, to each duty performed, there is assigned a degree 
of mental peace and high consciousness of honourable exertion, 
corresponding to the difficulty qf the task accomplished. That 
rest of the body which succeeds to hard and iiidustnous toil, is 
not to be compared to the repew^e which |he spiril enjoys under 
similar cmmmstances. Her resignation, however* ami the con- 
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Slant attention which she paid to her father, her sister, the 
afflicted Noma, and to all who had claims on her, were neither 
MiniKi^s sole nor her most precious source of comfort. Like 
Noma, but under a more regulated judgment, she learned to 
exchange the visions of wild enthusiasm which had <azert6d and 
misled her cmagmation, for a truer and purer connection with 
the world beyond us, than could be learned from the sagas of 
l\eatheu bards, or the visions of later rhymers. To this she 
owed the suppQrt by which she was enabled, after various 
accounts of the honourable and gaUant conduct of Cleveland, 
to read with resignation, and even with a sense of comfort, 
mingled with sorrow, that he had at length fallen^ leading the 
way lu a gallant and honourable enterprise, which was success^ 
fully accomplished by those compknions to whom his determihed 
bravery had ojxinett ithe road. Bunce, his fantastic foMower in 
good, as formerly in evil, transmitted an^^account to Minna of 
this melon ch(riy event m terms which showed that, though his 
heiul was wea^, his heart had not been utterly corrupted by the. 
lawless hfe®which he had for some time led, or at least thtfl it 
had been amended* by ^the change; and that he himself had 
gamed credit and promotion in the sam^ action, seemed to be 
of little consequence to him, compared with the loss of his (fid 
captam and comrade.* Minna read thS intelligence, and thanked 
Heaven, even while the eyes which she lifted up were streaming 
with.teirs, that the death of Cleveland had in the bod of 
honour ; n^y, she even had the courage to add to her gratitude, 

, that ho had been snatched from a situation of temptation ere 
circumstances bad overcome his new-born vixtue and so strongly 
did this reflection operate, that her life, after the immediate 
pain of this event hod passed away, not only as re- 

signed, but even more cheerful than bi^ore. Her thoughts, how- 
ever, were detached from the world, and only visited it, with an 
interest like that which guardian spirits take fer their chaige, 
in behalf of .those fnends with whooi the lived in love, or of 

* We have been able to leam nothing with certainty of Bnnce’e fate ; 
but oar fhend. Dr. Dryaadost, believee he may be identifled with an old 
^gentleman, who, m the begimimg of the reign of George I., attended .the 
Hose Ooffee-hoojie regularly, went to the theatre every ni^t, told merei- 
leaaly long etonee about ^e Bpanisb* Main, controlled reckoningi^ bullied 
waitore, and wa^ generally known by the name of Captain Bonnoa 
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til© poor whom she could serve and comfort. Thus passed her 
life, joying, &om all who ^proached her, an alfection, en- 
hanced by reverence ; insomnoh, that when her fnends aorn^wed 
for her death, which arrived at a late period* of her existence, 
thqr were co^orted by the fond reflection, that the humanity 
which she (hen laid down, was the only circumst^oe which 
had placed her, in the words of Scripture, “ a little lower than 
the angels !” 
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Note A, p 3 — William Ebskimk of Kineddkb 

[William Ei-nknie of Kinedder, sdh of an Epiacopal ininister in Perthshire, 
was eiacated for the legal profession, *and passed advocate 3d July l79<i 
H .0 was appointed Sherlff-Depute of Orkney 6th June 1809, and in that 
capacity was accoin^j^nied by Scott in tlie Lighthou^ \oyag« round the 
coast He was raised to the bench, and took ^Is seat as Lord Kinedder, 
29th January 1822 Unfortunately, he^id not long enjoy this honour, as 
he died, unexfi'ctedly, on the 14th of August foUowing, to the gieat grief 
of Sir Walter, y^o at this very time was wholly occupied with the arraugo- 
merits couiilcted with George IV ’s visit to Edinburgh. Lortl Kiu»lder, 
to whom Soott had fr^’m boyhood been deeply attached, was a most amiable 
and accoiiixdiahed man. « 

In 1788, when the Ode ou the Popular Hu[)€istitioua of the Highlands 
was first j)uhlished (winch the Wartons thought superior to the other wSiks 
ot Collins, but which Dr Johnson says,*** no search has yet found"), 
Mr. Ersklno wrote several suxiplementary stanzas, intended to commemorate 
some Scottish superstitions omitted by Collms The»,e verses first appeared 
in th? Kduibtwffh Alagcvn^ie for April 1788.] 


Note B, p. 17 — Plantie Ckur'e* 

•• 

A i>atch of ground for vegetables. The liberal custom of the country pei - 
mits any person, who has occasion for such a convenience, to select out cf 
the unoucl(jswi moorland a small patch, which *he surrounds with a dry- 
stone wall, and cultivates as a kail-yard, till he exhausts the soil with 
cropping, and then he deserts it, and encloses another. This liberty U so 
far from inferring an invasion of the nght of propnot^r and tenant, that 
the lost degnys of contempt is inferr^ of an avtincious man, when a 
Zctlauder says, he would not hold a planiie endve of him. 


Note C, p 24.— -^onsB FnAOMEim. 

Mr Baikie of Tankemess, a mo^t respectable inhabitant cf Kirkwall, 
and an Orkney proprietor assui'od me of the following cUHooa feet 

A clergyman*, aha was not long deceasetl, remembered well when some 
rrmtMuU of the Norse were Htdl spoken in the island called North KonaJd 
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«Uaw. When Gray’s Ode, entitled the Fatal Siatere,” wan first pabliabed, 
or at least first reached that remote island, the reverend gentleman had the 
well-judged curiosity to read it to some of the old persona of the isle,^ a 
poem which regarded thi^ history of their own couiftry. They hstened 
with great attention to the preliminary stanzas — 

** Now the storm hagtits to lour, 

Haste the loom of hell prepare ; 

Iron sleet of arrowy shower 
Hurtles in the darken'd air ” 

» 

But when they heard a verse <^r two more, they interrupted the reader, 
telling him they knew Ihe song well m the Norse language, and bad often 
sung it to him.when ho asked them for an old song. They called it the 
Magicivis, or ^e Enchautresses It s/rould have been singular news to 
the degant translator, when executiiig his version from the text of l^irtho- 
line,<to have learned that the None otigmal was still preserved by tnifhtiou 
in a rercotjj corner of the British dominions The eifcumstancc will i»ro- 
bably justify what •is said in the text concerning the tra<Utions ot tin* 
inhabitants of those ren&te islia, at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century • • 

Even yet, though the Norse language is entirely disused, except in ■so 
far qf particular wortls and phraaea are still retuiiuMl, th^e tehurs of tlie 
* Ultima* ITiule are a geAration much attache*! to these ancient logonds. 
Of this the Author learned a singular instance , * 

Aljout twenty years agewa missionary clergj'man hiwl taken the resolution 
of traversing those wild islands, where he 8uj)jM.>sed there might be a lack 
of religious instruction, wbich»he believed bimscJf caj)able of supplying 
After being some days at «ea in an open l>oat, he airived at North IbmnUi* 
shaw, where his apji^arance excited great sfieculation. lie was a veiy 
little man, dark complexioned, and from the fatigue be had siwtalii^l, in 
removing from one island to another, he appearwi be! ore them (Iklrcssed 
and unshaved ; so that the inhabitants set him down as one ortht- \ncient 
Picts, or, as they call tliem with the usual strong guttural, PeghU How 
they might have receive# the jioor preacher in this character, was it least 
dubious, and the schoolmaater of the parish, who had given quaiters to 
the fatigued traveller, *Bet off to consult vnth Mr. Stevenson, the abh* and 
mgenioiM engineer of the Scottish liighthouse Ser\icc, who (htyuied to 1 ki 
on the island. As his skill and knowledge were m the highest repute, it 
was conceived that Mr S could decide at once whether the stranger was 
a Peght, or oughtsto he treated as suclu Mr. S. woa so gcswl-uatured as 
to at'^end the aummous, with the view of tendering the ^rcochtr some 
service. The poor missionary, who had watched for three nights, was now 
fast aaleep, little dreaming what odioms suspicions were current reflf>ectiug 
him The inhabttanU were assembled round the door *Mr, S, urulcr- 
standing the travellers condition, ^lined disturbing him, upon which 
the islanders produced a pair of very little uncouth-looking boots, with 
prodigiously tl^ck soles, and appeal«d«to him whether it wUs p<^ible such 
articles of raiment could belong to any one hut% Peght. Mr findiul 
the pre|ndJces pf the naUree so strong, was induced to enter the sleeping 
apartment of the traveller, and was surprised to recognise in the tmpposed 
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Peght a person whom he had known in hit worldly profession of an 
Edinburgh shopkeeper, before he had assumed his present profession. Of 
oonrfe he was enabM to refute all suspicions of Peghtism. 


Note B, p. 25 — Mokstkrs of the Northern S^. 

c 

I have said, in the text, that the wondrous tales told by Pontoppidau, 
the Archbishop of Upsal, still find believera in the Northern Archipelago. 
It is m vain they are cancelled even In the later editions of Outhne's 
Grammar, of whic|i instmctive work they used to form the chapter far most 
attractive to juvenile readers Bat the sjpue causes which probably gave 
birth to the legends concerning mermaids, sea-snakes, krakens, and other 
marvellous inhabitants of the Northern Ocean, are still (afloat in those 
climates where they took their nse.*> They had their origin probably from 
the eagerness of curiosity manifested by. onr elegant poet^ Mrs Heixfan»<: 

I « 

“ WhaJ bid’s! thou In thy treasure-csves and ce^, 
lliou tf/er-aounding and mysterious Sea 7 ”» * 

The additional mystic gloom which relts on Vhese northern billows for 
half the year, joined to the im^>erfect glance obtained of occasional objects, 
enf^ouroge the tpiid or the fanciful to give way to imagination, and fre^ 
queutly to shajie out a distinct story from some object half seen and^ im- 
perfectly examined T^us, some years since, a large object was seen in 
the beautiful Bay of Scalloway in Zetland, so much in vulgar opinion 
resembling the krakeu, that though it might bsrdiatiuguiahed for several 
days, If the exchange of darkness to twiUuht can be termed so, yet ihe 
hanly boatmen shuddered to approach it, for fear of being drawn down by 
the suction supposed to attend its sinking. It was probably the hull of 
some vesfiel which had foundered at sea. ^ 

Tbo belief in mermaids, so fanciful and pleasing m itself, is ever and anon 
refreshed bj^ a strange tale from the remote shores of some solitary islet. 

The author heard a manner of some reputation in his class vouch for 
having seen the celebrated sea-serpent. It appc^ired, Vo far as could be 
guessed, to be about a hundred feet long, with the wild mane and fiery eyes 
which old writers ascnbo to the monster , but it is^not unlikely the spec- 
tator might, in the doubtful light, be deceived by the appearance of a good 
Norway logifloating on the waves. 1 have only to ad^ that the ren^na 
of an animal, supposed to belong to this latter species, were driven on shore 
in the Zetland Isles, withm the recollection • of man. Part of the bones 
were sent to London, and pronounced by Sir Joseph Banks to be those of 
a basking shark ; yet it would seem that an anixn^^so well known ought 
to have been immediately distinguished by the northmii fiahermen. 


Note E, p 80 .-*-Saijs of Winds. 

The King of*8wedeii, the same Eric quoted by Mordannt, ‘^iras,*’ says 
dlaus liagnusM ** in his tbne held second to none in the ma^cal art ; and 
he was so familiar with the evil spirits whom he worshipped^ that what 
wav soever he turned his cap^ the wind would presently blow that wav. 
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For tUid ho waa called Wmdy-cap,** — ffisUma de (feniibus SeptentrionaUbuM, 
Rffmoy 1555. It ia well known that the LapUnden drive a profitable trade 
in seUing winds, but it is perhaps less notonous, that within thesf few 
years such a commodity might be purchased on British ground, where it 
was likely to be In great Request At the village of Stromness, on the Ork- 
ney main isla^ called Pomona, lived^ in 1814, an aged dame, called Bessie 
Millie, who helped out her subsistence by selling favourable winds to 
mariners. He was a venturous master of a vessel who left the roadstead 
of Stromness without paying his oflering to propitiate Bessie Millie ; her 
fee was extremely moderate, being exactly sixpence, for which, as she es- 
plained herself, she boiled her kettle and gave the barl^ advantage of her 
prayers, for she disclaimed all unlawful arts. The wind thus i>etitiouecl 
for was sure, she said, to arrive, though sometimes the manners ha<l to wait 
some time for ji. The woman*a dwdling aud appearance were not unbe- 
coramft her pretensions , her honsa, which was on the brow of the steep 
lyll on which Stromness Is founded# waa only accessible by a series dirty 
and precipitqus lanes, and for exposure might have been the aboile of Eolus 
himself, in who^e commodities the inhabitant dealt e Bhe herself was, as 
■he told tui, nearly* one hundreil years old, wiihei4<l and dried up like a 
mummy A clay-colour^ kercldef, folded round her head, correspondea 
m colour to her cerpao-Uke complexion. Two light-blue e>«8 that gleamed 
with a lustre like that of insanity, an utterance of astonishing rapidityi a 
hos^and cbm that almost met together, and a ghastly expreHsimi of cuimiug, 
gave her the effect of H(fcat6. She remembered Gow the pirate, who hiid 
been a native of these islands, in which be clo^ h& career, as mentioued 
ID the preface. Such wa^Bessie Millie, to whom the mariners paid a sort 
of tribute, with a feeling betwixt jest and earnest. 


Note F, p —Reluctance to save Dkownino Men.*' ^ 

It IS remarkable, that in an archipelago where so many perSlfhifl must 1>4^ 
necessarily endarig^ed by the waves, so strange and inhuman a umxim 
should have ingrafted itself upon the minds of a people otherwise kind, 
moral, and hospitable But all with whom I have spoken agree, that it was 
almost general in the 1t>egmnmg of the eighteenth century, ami was with 
difficulty weeded out by i!he s^uloiis instructions of the clergy, and the 
rigorous injunctions of the proprietors There is httle doubt it bad been 
originally introduced as an excuse for suffering those who attempted to 
escape from the wrack to periffii unassiMted, so that, there Ijeiug no survivor, 
she mv<?ht be considerad as lawful plunder A str>ry was told roe, I hope 
an imtrue one^ that a vessel having got ashore among the breakers on one 
of the remote Zetland islands, five or six men, the whole or greater part of 
the unfortunate crew, endeavoured to land by assistance of a hawser, which 
they had secured to a rock , the ml^bitants were assemble^l, and looked 
on with some uncertainty, till an old man said, ** Sirs, if these men come 
ashore, the additlanal mouths will eat^ all the meal we harve in store for 
winter ; and bow are we to get more t*' A young fellow, qjoved a^th thU 
argumttnt, struck the rape asunder with his axe, and all the poor wretches 
<^re immersed among the breakers, and pensb^ 



464 


WAVEELKY NOVJSLS. 


Notk G, p 92 — Mate Wrbgkb ers WnrcKE. 

TbJ ancient Zetlan^er looked npon the sea m the provider of hil Uriug, 
not only by the plenty produced by the fiabings, bnt by the spoil of wrecks 
Some particular islands have fallen off very considerably in their rent, since 
the CommLHsioners of the Lighthonses have ordered lights the Isle of 
Sanda and tlld Pentland Skemes. A gentleman, familiar with those seas, 
expressed surprise at seeing the farmer of one of the isles in a boat with a 
very old pair of sails. ** Had it been His wiU — said the man, with an 
aifeoted deference to Providence, very inconsistent with the sentiment of 
Ills speech — “ Hod’ it been //is will that hght had not been placed yonder, 
I would have had enough of new sails lastawinter. 


Note H, p. 112.— Ths Drowb. 

The Hrows, or Trows, the legitimate' Ifmccessors of the northern dwrgarf 
and somewhat allied tp the fairies, resicle, like them, m the interior of green 
lulls and caverns, ana are most powerlid at midnight. They a*e cunous 
artificers in iron, os well as in the precious metaL, and are sometimes pro- 
pitious to mortals, but more frequently capncious and malevolent Among 
the common people of Zetland, then existence stdl forms an article of uni- 
versal belief lit the neighbouring isles of Feroe, they are called Foddeu- 
skcncaud, or subterranean people ; and Luctu|^ Jac.obson DeVies, 'well 
acquainted with thoir^-nuturo, aasures us that they inhabit those places 
which are polluted with the effusion of bloo<l, or the practice oi any crying 
sm 1'hoy have a government, which seems to l>^i mouarchical 

Note I, p 126 — Zeti^anp Corn-mills. 

Th'^rels certainly something very extiaonbnary to a stranger in Zetland 
coni-mills They are of the smallest possible size , the wheel which drives 
them is horfiontal, and the cogs are turned <iiagonally to the water. Tlie 
l)enm itaelf stands upright, and w inserted in a stone quern of the old- 
fashion'»d construction, which it turns round, and*thus performs its duty 
Had Eobinson Crusoe ever been in Zetland, he would have had no difficulty 
in oontnving a machine for grinding com m his desifH island. These mills 
are thatcher^ over in a little hovel, which has inuch the air of a pig-sty. 
There may be five hundred such mills on one island, not capable any one 
of them of grinding above a sackful of com at a time 

r 

Note J, p. 166. — Sib John Urby. „ 

Here, as afterwards remarked m the text, the ZeUander’s memory 
deceived liim grossly. Sir John Urry, a brave soldier of fortune, was at 
^ tliat time m Montrose's army, and made prisoner along with him. He 
bad chaiige^l so often that the mistake is (mrdonable. After the action, 
he was executed by the Qpvenonters , and 

" Wind^Qfaaugtng WanHok then oould change no mote ** 

Strachan commanded the body by which Montrose waa rontetl. 
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rfoTB K, p. 167 .— The Swokd-Danob. 


The Sv^t<i-I>e3Mse ie celebrated in terms by Olaus Magnus. He 

seems to hsTe oonsidered it as pecubar to the Norwegians, from^hom it 
may have passed to the Orkneymen and Zetlanden, ^th other northern 
customs. 

f “ Of THKm Dakoihq in AitHs. 

** Moreover, the northern Goths and Swedes had another sport to exercise 
youth withall, that they will dance and skip amongst naked swords and 
dangerous weapons : An<l this they do after the manner of mastei^i of 
defence, as they are taught from their youth by skilful teachers, that dance 
before them, and sing to it. And this play is showed especially about 
Shrovetide, called ia Italian USascheranim. For, before carnivals, all the 
youth dance for eight days together, holding their swords up, but within 
the scabbaifls, for three times tuoniug alwul ; and then they do it with 
flies' naked swords lifted up. .^ter tins, turning more moderat^fly, taking 
t^e points and pummels one of •the other, they change ranks, and place 
themselvc^ lu an triagoiial figure, and this they co^ Jtmam ; and presently 
they dllsol VC* itsby drawing back their swoinls^nd lifting them up, that 
upon every one's head* there ^nay be made a s<iuare Itosa, and then by a 
most nimbly lyhisking their swords about colluterallyjsthey quickly leap 
back, and end the sport, which tliey guide with pipes or songs, oa both 
together , first by a more heavy, then by a more veheftier^ and lastly, by 
iPmost vehement danviug. But this speculation is scarce to be understood 
but by those who look on, how comely and^ecefft it is, when at one word, 
or one commanding, the whole armed multitude is directed to fall to tight, 
^nd clergymen may Zeroise themselves, and mingle themselves among 
others at this sport, because it is oil guided by most wise reason.” 

To the Primate’s account of the sword-dance, I am able to add the words 
sung or chanted, on occasion of this dance, as it ia still performed lu PH]>a 
Stour, a remote isAind of 2ietland, where alone the custom kecplT it| ground 
It is, it wUl be observed by antiquaries, a sfiecies of play or mystery, in 
which the Seven Champions of Cliristeudom make their afpear^uice, as in 
the Interlude pyaeuted In “All’s Well that Ends Well.” Tln^ dramatuF 
cunosity jyas most lyndly procured for my use by Dr. Scott of Haslar 
Hospital, son of my fnend Mr. Scott of Melbie, Zetland. Dr. Hibbert luis, 
in his description o# the Zetland Islands, given an account of the sword- 
dance, but somewhat less full than the following : — ^ 


“'Words used *as a prelude to the Sword-Dance, a Danish or 
Norwboian Ballet, <x)xposed boms centuries aqo, and frebertbd 
nr Papa S^tooR, Zetland. 


PnUKlVAl Aujutis.* 

(Knikr 11 ASTBa, ia c^wraettr qf 
Sr. Oeoroi.) 

Bas w gentles aU within this hooT,t 
If ye delight in any tpOTi, e 


Come see me danoe this floor. 
Which to you all shall yield oomtart 
Then shall I dance In snob a sort, 

As possible ] ffisy or oan , 

You, minstrel man, play ms a Porte, 1 


^ 8o placed in the old MS. • 

t Boor— so spelt to soeord with the vtlgar prononoiation of the word bowr. 
t Ports— so spelt la the oirigtiLil. The word tsljaown as indicating s pleoe of 
muste on the bagpipe, to wuch ancient instruinent, which ia of BunainavisD 
origin, the sword-us;^ may have been originally composed. 

vui.. xm, 2 H • 



466 ■WAVKBLEY NOVKI^J. 


Ihat 1 th1« floor may prove a maiL 
hovta, and dances in a line ) 

Now have I danced with heart and hand. 
Brave goatlea all, ae you nyiy see, 

For I have been tried In mamy a land, 

Aa yet the troth can testify , 

In England, Scotland, Ireland, France, 
Italy, and Bpoii^ 

Qave 1 been tried with that good aword 
of steel, 

(Draws, and JUrurishet.) 

Vet,'l deny that over a man did nuke 

me yield . 

For lu my body there in Htrengtb, 

Afl by rny manhood may be Been , 

And 1, with that good sword of length. 
Have oftentirnes In perils been, 

And over cl;aTQplonB I was king 
And by the strength of tlUs nght hand. 
Once on a day I kill'd fifteen, 

And left them dead npon thedarid 
Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care, 
But play to me a Pofte most light, 

That 1 no longer do lorbertr. 

But dance in all these gentles’ sight , 
Although my strength nmkea you abased, 
Bravo gentles all, be not afn^id, 

For here are six champions, with me, 
staid, 

All by my manhood I have raised. 

, (He danoes ) 

Since 1 have danced, I think it best 
To call iny brethren in yonr sight, 

Tlmt 1 may h .ve a little rest, 

And they may lance with all their might , 
With heart and hand as they are knights. 
And shake tlieir sword of steel so bright, 
And show tbetr main strength on tills 
floor, 

For we shall hare another boat 
Before we pass out of this boor, 
Therefore, bravo minstrel, do not oare 
To play to me a x'orte most light, 

That I no longer do forbear, 

But dance in all these gentles* sight 
(He dances, and then iniroduoes his 
kniffhts 'IS under ) 

Stout James of Spain, both tried and 
Stour,* 

Thine acts are known fUU well indeed ; 
And champion Dennis, a French knight, 
Wko stoat and bold ta to be seen , 


And David, a Welshman bom, 

Who is come of noble blood ; 

And Patrick also, who blew the horn, 

As Irish knight amongst the wood. 

Of Italy, braveAnthony the good. 

And Andrew of Scotland King , 

St Qeorge of England, bra^ indeed, 
Who to the Jews wrought inuckle tiiite f 
Away with this t->Let ua come to sport. 
Since that ye have a mind to war. 

Since that ye have this bargain sought, 
Come let us fight and do not fear 
Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care 
To play to me a Port© most light, 

That I no longer do forbear. 

But dance In all these genfles' sight. 

“ (He danou, and advances to Jam-h 
of Spain ) 

St^ut James of Spain, both tried i*^d 
Stour, 

Thine acta are known 'nlf well fhdeed, 
Prosei^t thyselUwithin our sight. 

Without either fear or dread. 

Count not for favour or for feld. 

Since of thy acts thou hast been sure 
Brave James of Spain, I will thee leadu 
To jirove thy manhood on this floor 
(James dances ) 

Brave chami>ion Dennis, a French knight, 
Who stout and bold is to be seen, , 
Present thyself here in oar sight, 

Thou biave French knight, 

Who bold hast been , 

Since thou such iant acts hast done. 
Come lot ua see some of them now 
With courtesy, tliou brave French knlglit, 
Draw out tliy sword of noble hue 
(Dxnmis dances, whi^ the others retire 
te a side ) «. 

Brave David a bow must string, and with 

awe 

Bet up a wand^npon a stand, 
vAnd that brave David will cleave in twa. f 
(David dotness solus ) 

Here is, 1 think, ao Irish knight, 

Who does not fear, or does not fright, 

To prove thyself a valiant man. 

As thou hast done BiU often bright , 
Brave Patrick, dance. If that thou can. 
(He dances ) 

stoat Italian, come thou here , 

T^y name is Anthony, most stout , 


* f Jfwfclf tints— macib. loss or harm , ao In MS 

t Something is evMeaUy amiss or omitted here David probably exhiblUd &ome 
feat of archery 
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Drsw out tby awonl that U most clear, 

And do thcru fight withont any doubt , 

Thy leg thou ahahe, thy neck thou lout^* 

* And show some courtly on thie floor. 

For we shall have another bout, 

Before werpaas out of this boor 
Thou kindly Scotaman, come thon here • 

Thy name la Andrew of Fair Bcotland : 

FiauiB.f 

“The six atand in rank with their awonis redial ug on their ahonlders. 
The Master (St George) dyices, and then strikes the aword of ^fames oi 
Spam, who follow^ George, then dances, strikes the aword of Dennis, who 
follows bglimd James In like manner the rest — the music playing — 

. stiards aa before. After the aii^ are brought out of rank, they and the 
•Master form a curie, and hold the swords point and hilt tfhls circle Is 
•danced rf-ound twice. The wb^lle, headed by the Master, pass undei the 
fiwor^ held in a vaulted manner. They jumji over the swoids, Tina 
naturally placfin the ^ords across, which they aisentangle by pawiing under 
their right sword, ^ley tAe up the seven swords, and form a circle, in < 
which they dance round • 

“ The Master runs under the sword opiK>aite, which he Jurn^)s over 
•backwards. 'I'he others do the same, lie then pa^e# under the right- 
hand sword, which® the others follow, in which position they dance, until 
commanded by the Master, when they fowii into a circle, and dance round 
os before They th^ jump over the right-hand swonl, by which minns 

• their backs are t/i the circle, and tlicir hands across their b^ks. 'Hiey dunce 
round m that form mitil^tbo Master calls ‘Loose,* when they pass under 
the right sworrl, and are In a i>erfect circle. 

“The Masteriaja down his sword, and lays hold of the p^jjnt of Jamos't 
sword He then turns himself, James, and^the others, into a civv. When 
so formoil, he passes under out of the uinlst of the circle , the others follow ; 
they vault as before. After several other evolutions, They ’brow them- 
selves Into a fircle, with their arms across the breast. The afterwaifU 
form sfleh figures *€1 to form a shield of their swonhi, and the shield is so 
compact that the jnaster and his knights dance alternately with this shield 
upon their heads. It is then laid down upon the floor. Ea/'h knight lays 
hold of their former points and hilts with their hands s^iross, which dis- 
entangle by figums dirwtly contrary to those that fonped the shield. This 
finishes the Ballet « 

“ Emooc*. 

Mars doM rule, bs bends hlu brown, ^ 

He makes ns alt agist , { 

After the few boors that we stay her^ 

Venos will role at last 
Farewell, fax|well, brave gentles all. 

That herein oo remain, 

! wish you he^th and happlneas • 

Till ws mtoni again. * * 

• Umi—ta bend or bow down, pronotmoad loot, as dovM Is does in SooiUiil 
t spelt In M& t 4<g(u(— eo spelt ho MS. « 


Draw out thy sword that Is moitt clear, 
Fight for thy kiug with thy right lumd , 
And aye at long as thou osuet stand, 
Fight fur tfty king with aU thy heart , 
And then, for to confirm hie 
Make all bis enemlca for to smalt 
(/f« daiM:cs.)-^3fu«l« hsyinj ) 
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The niJinuscript from which the above was copied was transcribed firom 
a very old one, by Mr. William Henderson Jun of Papa Stour, in Zetland. 
Mr Hend^.'son's copy is npt dated, but be^ bis own signatu^, and from 
vanoui otrcTUDstanoes, it fa known to have been written about the year 
1788. 

Kote L, p. 213. — The Dwakfob Stone. ^ 

This is one of the wonders of the Orkney Islands, though it has been 
rather undervalued by their late historian, Mr. Barry. The island of Hoy 
rises abruptly, starting as It were out of the sea, which is contrary to the 
gentle and flat characteV of the other Isles of Orkney. It consists of a 
mountain, having different eminences or peaks. It is vei^r steep, furrowed 
with ravines, and placed so as to catch the mists of the Western Ocean, 
and has a noble and picturesque effect from all points of view. The high- 
est peak is djvided from another eminence, called the Ward Hill, by a loflg 
swampy valley full of peat-bogs Upon thfi slope of this last hill, and just 
where the principal roount^n of Hoy opens into a hollow swamp, or corn, 
lies what is called the Dwarf>e Stone. It is a great fragment of sandivtoiie, 
Goinpostug one solid moss, which has long since been cietarhed from a belt 
of the same inatenals, cresting the eminence above th6 spot where it now 
lies, an4, which has slid down till it reached Its present situation. The rock 
is about seven fe^ h.gh, twenty-two feet long, and seventeen feet broad. 
ITie upper end or it Is hollowed by iron tools, of winch the marks are 
evident, into a sort of apartment, containing two beas of stone, with a 
passage between them The uppermost and largest bed is five feet eight 
inches long, by two feet broad, which was supposed to be used by the 
dwarf himself ; the lower couch is shorter, and rounded off, instead of being 
squared at the comers. There is an entrance of aWut three feet and a half 
square, and a stone lies before it calculated to fit the opening. A sort of 
skylight windi^w gives light to the apartment. We can </nly guess at the 
j)uri>Ofie oAhis monument, and different ideas have been suggested. Some 
have supposed iL the work of some travelling mason ; but the cm hono 
wiuld remain to be accounted for. The Rev. Mr. Barry copjectures it to 
be a hermit’s cell ; but it displays no symbol of Chnst^ity,*' and the door 
0 ])eDH to the westward. The Orcadian traditions alle^ the work to be 
that of a dwarf, to whom they ascribe supernatural power* and a malevolent 
disposition, the attnbutes of that race in Norse mythology. Whoever in- 
habited this sing'iLlar den certainly ei:goyed 

Pillow cold and sheets not warm.’* 

• 

I observed, that commencing just opposite to the Dwarfle Stone, and ex- 
tending in a line to the sea-b^h, there are a number of jmaU bairows, or 
cairns, which teem to connect the stone with a very large cairn where we 
landed. This curiouB monument may therefore have been intended as a 
temple of some kind to the northern IW Manes, to which the eaims might 
direct wonhippen. 

Note M,jpi. 218.— ^)aBBU3f«Li ov the Ward Hmu. 

"At the weet end of this stone (i.e. the Hwarfie Stone) stands an exoeed- 
tng high mountain of a steep ascent, called the Ward HUl of Hoy, near the 
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top of which, in tlie montha of May, Jxine, and July, about midnight, ia 
■een Homething that abinea and aparVlea admirably, and which ia often seen 
a great way off. It hath ahined more brightly before than does now, 
and though inany^iave climbed up the hill and attempted to search for i1^ 
yet they could find nothing. The vulgar talk of it as some enchanted ca^ 
buncle,d>ut I take it rather to be some water sliding down the face of some 
smooth rock, which, when the sun, at such a time, ahines upon, the refleo 
tion causeth that admirable splendour.” — Dr. Wallaob’b VewnpHon 
the Idandi of Orkney, 8vo, Loud., 1700, p. 62. 


Nora N, p.,241.— FoRTUNK-TKLLnra IterMia. 

The i^ithor baa in chapter xx. supposed that a very ancient northern 
^astom, used by those who were accountetl soothsaying women, miglit 
have survived, though in rather than earnest, among t^e Zetlandern, 

• their descendants. The foilcwriug original account of such a scene will 
show ^cieut im}>ortaDce and consequence %f such a prophetic chnracti'r 
as was assuiited by Nome • — • 

“There lived m^he saine territory (Greenland) a woman named Thor ^ 
biorga, whcs was a propheteas, and called the LittleaVola (or fatal sister), 
the only one of nine sisters who survived Thorbiorga during th© winter 
usetl to frequent the festivities of the season, invileil^by those who were 
dttjirous of leamkig their own fortune, and the future events whub im- 
pended Tonpiil being a man of conseqpencf m this country, it fell to his 
lot to inquire how long the dearth was to emliire with which the country 
was then afflicted , he therefore invited the prophetess to his house, having 
made liberal pre^iaratiosi, as was the custom, for receiving a guest of such 
consequence. The seat of the soothsayer was placeil in an cmiiiont situs- 
tion, and coveij^d with pillows filled with the softest eider down. In t^e 
evening she arrived, together with a person who hod been s9nt^ meet her, 
and show her the way to Tonjuil’s habitatiftn. She was attinsl as follows : — 
She hail a sky-blue tunic, having the front ornamented #itb ;,enui fh>m the 
top to the bf ttora, an^ wore around her throat a necklace of 'lass beada. * 
Her lieail-geor vm of black lamliskin, the lining being the for of a white 
wild cat She leant on a staff, having a ball at the top.t The staff was 
ornamented witS brass, and the ball or glolje with gems or pebbles. She 
wore a ilunland (orTliinganan) girdle, to which was attai^eil a large pouch, 
in which shte kept her magical implements. Her shoes were of sealskin, 
dressed with the hair oqtside, ami secured by long anJi thick straps, fastened 
by brazen ohsps. She wore gloves of the wild cat's skin with the fur in- 
most As thisfrenerable person entered the hall all, ^saluted her with due 
respects But she only returned the compliments of such as were agreeable 
to her. TorquU conducted her with reverence to tbe^seat pre 2 >ared for her, 
and requested she would purify the apartment and company assembled by 
casting her eyes over them, ^e was by no means sparing of her words. 
The table b^g at length covered, such viands were placed before Thor* 

• 

* We may suppose the heads to Hkve bemi o^he potent sddentans, to which so 
many vlrtnes were ascribed. • 

t Like those auoientiy borne by porters at the gslet of dlstiogoiahed persons as 
s badge of oIBca. 
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blorga M tnliad her eharaotej* of a sooths&yer. Theiw were a preparation 
of goat’s milk and a mesa composed of the hearts of various animals ; the 
prophet6ss,jimd0 use of a brazen spoon and a pointless knifSi the handle of 
which was composed of a Shale’s tooth, and omameut^ with two rings of 
brass. The table being removed, TorquU addressed Tborbiorga, reqaestmg 
her opinion of his house and guests, at the same time intiraatmg th»subjecU 
on which he and tWj company were desirous to consult her. 

“ Thorbiorga replied, it was imjiosiiible for her to answer their inquines 
until she had slept a night under his roof. The next morning, therefore, 
the msgical apparatus necessary for her purpose was prepared, and she 
then inquired, as a necessary part of the cereyiony, whether there was any 
female j)resent who could sing a magical song, called yardloJkttr, When 
no songstress smdi as she desired could be found, Oudrida{ the daughter of 
Torquil, replied, * I am no sorceress or soothsayer : but my uur8e,«,Haldisa, 
taught me, when in Iceland, a song called Variilohir.’ — *Then thou knowest 
more than I r-as aware of,* said Torquil * Put as 1 am a Christian,’ con- 
tinued Qudrida, * 1 consider these rites as Inutters which it is unlairfnl to 
promote, and the song itself as unlawful.* — ‘Nevertheless,’ anjFwere<J, the 
soothsayer, * thou niayest hetp us in this matter withoji|t anf harm to thy 
religion, since the task must remain with Tolquil tc. provitle everything 
necessary for the piUsent pnrj^"®-* Torquil also earnestly entreated 
Gudrldaf till she consented to grant his request The, females then sur- 
rounded Thoibior^a, Vho took her place on a sort c/ elevated stage , 
Gudnda then sung the ma^c song, with a voice so swfeet and tuneful, as 
to excel anything that had been* heard by any jiresent The soothsayer, 
delighted with the melody, returned thanks to the s;*>ger, and then said, 

* Much I have now learned of dearth and disease approaching the country, 
and many things are now clear to me which befbre were hidden as well 
from me as others. Our present dearth of substance slmll not long endnre 
fCr the iiroseiit, and plenty will in the spnng succeed lQ»,8carcity. Ibe 
contagious diseases, also, with v(hich the country has been for some time 
afflicted, will in a^ehort time taVe their departure To thee, Gudnda, I 
can, in recompense for thy assistance on this occasion, announce a fortune 
of ^higher import than any one could hare conjectured. You shall l>e 
married to a man of ntfme here m Greenland ; but you sin.!! not long enjoy 
that union ; for your fate recalls you to Iceland, where vou shall become 
the mother of a numerous and honourable family, whiol^shall be enlightened 
by a luminous raf of good fortune. So, piy danghter, wishing thee health, 

1 bid thee farewell.* The prophetess, having afterwards given answers to 
all queries which were put to her, either by Torquil or his guests, departed 
to show her skill at another festival to which she had been in'^t^ for that 
purpose. But all which she presaged, either concern inf the public or 
individuals, came truly to pass. ' 

The above narrative is taken from the Saga of Erick Kanda, as quoted 
by the learned Bartholine in his curious w^. He mentions similar in- 
Blaines, particularly of one Heida, celeUaied for her predictions, who 
attended festivals, for the purpose, as a modem Scotsman might say, of 
ifpann^ fortunes, vriih a galla^ or jVitinue of thirty male and filtMn 
female attendants.— ^ee J)e C&usis Confemptof a Xktnia adhm GenlU^bm 
J/of^ lib. iil cap. 4 [ilafbiie, 1689, 4to]. 
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Note O, p. 241, — ZsTLUts Pibbeembh. 

• 

• f)r. Edmonston, th* ingenious author of A V'&uf th4 Ancient and 
Present State cf the Zetland hlandst has placed this part of the subject m 
an interesting light “ It is truly painful to witness the anxiety and distress 
which the idvea of these poor men sufiTer on the approach of a stonu. 
Regardless of fatigue, ^ey leaxe their homes and dy to the spot where 
they expect their husbands to land, or ascend the summit of a rock, to 
look out for them on the bosom of the deep. Should they get the glimpse 
of a sail, they watch, with trenubling sobcitude, its alternate rise and dis- 
appearance on the waves ; and though often trauquillumd by the safe 
amvai of the objecft of their search, yet It sometimes w their lot ' to had 
the bark that never can return.' ^object to the influence of a variable 
cl^mtte, and engaged on a sea naturally teznpcstuons, with rapid currents, 
' scarcely a season passes over wifliput the occurrence of some fatli accident 
o/bairbrea«lth escape.'* — View^ etc , of the Zetland Islandst vol. L p, 238. 
Many iwtere(ding particulars respecting the fti^iA-lea and agriculture of 
Zetland, as well as iti^ antiquities, may be found in the work we have 
quoted * 


Note P, p 250 — Phomistb of Ooiw^ 

* I 

Although the Father of Scandinavian mythol^ has been as a deity 
long forgotten In the archipelago, which wai*once a very small part of his 
realm, yet even at thisvlay his name oontmues to be occasionally attested 
A security for a promise. 

It is cunous to observe tl?at the rites with which such attestations are 
still made in Orkney correspond to those of the ancient Northmen. It 
appears from seveftil authorities that in the Norse ritual, when an oath * 
was imposed, he by whom it was pledged pasaad his hand, while i^onouno- 
ing it, through a massive ring of silver kept for that purpose * In bke 
manner, two jwrsons, generally lovers, desirous to take the j ornise of^ 
0dm, which thef co^dered as peculiarly binding, joined hands through a 
circular hSe in a aamficial stone, which lies in the Orf^an Stonehenge, 
oallod the Circle of Skemiis, of which we shall speak more hereafter *1110 
ceremony is now confined to the troth-plighting of the lower dosses, but 
at an earlier period may be supposed to have influenoed aScharacter like 
^ Minna in the higher ranks. * 

« 

> 

^ ^Not* Q, p. 298. — Pion«H BimoH * 

The Pictish Bnrgh, a fort which Kona is supposed (o have oonrerted 
into her dwelling-house, has been fully described In the Notes npon Ivanhoe, 
vol ix. p. <477, of this edition. ILn account of the celebrated Castle of 
hfonaa is there given, to afford an opportunity of concy^aring it with the 
Saxon Castle of Coningsburgh. It Ihould, however, have been wientfoned, 
that the Castle of Mouse underwent considerate repairs tt a comparatively 
Tocemt period. Accordingly, ToWjkus assures us that even this ancient 
• Rm th« EyrhliaOs 
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pigeoD'bouae, oompofled of dry gtones, was fortification enough, not indeed 
to hold out a ten years’ siege, like iSroy in similar circumstances, but to 
wear otft the patience ^of the besiegers. Erland, the son of Harold the 
Fairspoken, had carried off a beautiM woman, the nother of a Norwegian 
earl, also called Harold, and sheltered himself with his fair pn2e in the 
Castle of Mouse. Earl Harold followed with an army, and, findJhg the place 
too strong for Essault, endeavoured to reduce it by famine ; but such was 
the length of the si^e, that the offended Earl foufid it necessary to listen 
to a treaty of aooomm^ation, and agreed that his mother’s honour should 
be festored by marriage. This transaction took place in the beginning of 
the thirteenth cental^. In the reign of William the Lion of Scotland * It 
is probable that the improvements adopted by Erland on this occasion, 
were those which finished the parapet of the Castle, oy making it project 
outwards, so that the tower of Mousa rather resembles the figure of a dice- 
box, whereas others of the same kina have the form of a truncated ^no. 
It Is easy^to see how the projection of ^the highest parapet would rendfer 
the defence more easy i^d effectual. [In 1S59, the Society of Antiquaries 
exerted themselves in eSocting repairs on the Tower, wjjach givespromise 
of permanency.] » 

f> 

Note R„p 327 — Antique Coins found in Zetland 

While these sheets wj|re passing through the press, 1 received a letter 
from an honourable and leamad friend, oontaming the following passage, 
relating to a discovery in Zetland Within a few weeks, the workmen 
taking up the foundation of an old wall, came on a hearthstone, unddk 
which they found a horn, surrounded with mafisive silver Hugs, like brace- 
lets, and filled with coins of the Heptarchy, in perfect preservation The 
place of finding is within a very short distance of the «» 3 uppoaed residence 
of NornU of the Fitful Headi” — Thus one of the very improbable fictions 
of the tale is v>^bed by a singular coincidence. 

N(5te S, p 364. — Characteb or NlifaNA. * 

The character of Norna is meant to be an instance of that singular kind 
of insanity, dr ring which the patient, while she or he retains mnch subtlety 
and addr^ for the power of imposing upon others, Is stRl more ingenious 
in endeavouring to impose upon ihemi^ves. Indeed, maniacs of this kind 
may be often obaerv^ to possess a sort of double chafhcter, in one of 
which they are the being whom their distempered imt^inaiion shapes out, 
and m the other, Uieir own natural self, as seen to exist by citiier people. 
This species of double oonaeiousness makes wild work with the patient’s 
imagination, and judicioosly used, ts perhaps a frequent means of restoring 
^nity of intellect. Exterior ciiuumstemcee striking the senses, often have 
a powerful effect ^in undermining or battering the airy raatifs which the 
disorder has excit^ • 

A late medicali genUemi^ti, my particular friend, told me the case of a 
tnnatlQ patient confined in the Edinburgh Infirmary. He was so far happy 

•See Thctnu. Tor/ni Ortoibs, p 18L 
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ibat bia montal alienation was of a gay and pleasant cbararter, gi'ving u 
kind of joyons explanation to all that came in oontact with him. He con- 
sidered the large house, numerous servants, etc., of the hospital, as all 
nftttera of state and consequence belonging to his tsvn personal esflbUsh- 
meut, and had no doubt of his own wealth and grandeur. One thing alone 
puzzled thisanan of wealth. Although he was provided with a first-rate 
cook and proper assistants, although his table was regularly supplied with 
every delicacy of the season, yet he confessed to my fnend, that, by some 
uncommon depravity of the palate, everytlimg which be ate tasUd vj 
porridge, Thi peculiarity, of course, arose from the poor man being fed 
upon nothing else, and bemuse Ips stomach was not go easily deceiveif ns 
his other senses 

• • 

• Hot* T, p. 365. — Biros of I’niCT. 

• • 

• *So favonrable a retreat does Island of Hoy afford for birds of prey, 
that UHtaiyea of their ravages, wMch seldom occur in other pans of the 
country^are not unusual there. An individual vgut living In Orkney not 
long since, uhonf, while a child in its swaddling •clothes, an eagle actually 
transjiorted to its nest ti the hell of Hoy. Happily the eyry being known, 
and the bird instantly pursued, the child was found lyiinjurcd, playing 
with the young eag]^ A story of a more ludicrous trans]>ortatior|^ was 
told me by the revered clergyman who is minister of tlSB u^and. Hearing 
one day a strange grunting, he suspected his servants had pt^riniUed a sow 
and pigs, which were tenants of his farra-y^rd, ^ get among his barley 
crop. Having m vain ^ookerl for the transgressors upon solid earth, he at 
Ihngth cast his eyes upwanls, when he discovered one of the litter in the 
talons of a large eagle, whisb was soaring away with the unfortunate pig 
(squeaking all the while with terror) towards her nest In the crest of Iloy. 

• 

Note U, p 421 — The STANorwa of Stennis * 

m 

ITie standing's tones of Stennis, as by a little pleonasm this i morkahloe 
monumeift is termoif furnishes an irresistible refutation of the >pinion of 
such antiquaries a^hold that the circles usually called Dniidical were 
peculiar to that race priests There is every reason to believe, that the 
custom was as prevalent in Scandinavia as in Gaul or Britain, and as 
common to the 4nythology of Odin as to Druidicol superstiRon. There is 
every reason to think, tlwit the Druitls never occupied any part of the 
0^'kneys, and fVaditioii, as well os history, ascribes the Stones of Stennis 
to the SciwdinaTidbs Two large sheets of watc^r, communicating with the 
sea, are ccmnected by a causeway, with openings permitting the tide to rise 
and recede,^ which is calletl the Bridge of Broisgar. ^Upon the eastern 
tongue of land appear the Standing Stones, arranged in the form of a half- 
circle, or rather a horseshoe, the height of the pillam being fifteen feet and 
upwards. Within this circle lies a stone, proliably sacrificUL One of the 
piUora, a little to the westword, Is^rforated with a circular hole, through 
which loving couples are wont to join hand# when th^ take the Pr<mi»e 
of Odtfif as has b^n repeatedly mentioned in the text Ibe enclosare is 
sorroonded by barrows, and on the oppoeite isthmus, advaaang towards th#* 
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Bridge of BroUgar, tlicre ia another monument of Standing Stonea, 'whleb, 
m tbia caae, ia completely circular. They are less in Hire than those on the 
eaatam side of the lake, their height running only from ten or twelve to 
fourUftn feet This western circle is surrounded ^y a deep trench drawn 
on the outside of the pillars ; and I remarked four tumuli, or moumls of 
earth, regularly disposed around it Stonehenge excels this Orcadian monu- 
inent ; bat thjjtof Stennis is, I conceive, the only one Jn Britain which can be 
sanl to approof’h it in consequence A,U the northern nations marked by 
those huge enclosures the places of popular meeting, either for religious 
worship or the transaction of public business of a temporal nature. The 
JS'*<prihem Pojmlar Anttqialif^ contain, in^an abstract of the Eyrbiggia Saga, 
a particular account of the manner in wliic)^ the Ilelga Fels, or Holy Rock, 
was set apart by the Pontiff Thorolf for solemn occHfftons 

I need only add, that, different from the monument on S.ijisbury Plain, 
tlie atones which were used in the Orcadian circle seemed to hav» bc^in 
raised In^in a quarry upon the spot, of w^ich the marks arc visible * » 
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K\ all . • 

ABOWf, liliove j 

Ar, ono« 

• Aiokr, aouT 
Aik, oak. 

Aihn, Iron* 

Alow, ablaxe 
Avova, Forfamhlr#* 

Aiumnt, a^almt 
A\"fh, •rart-hortiQ 
^Ijior'a, alma 

Back RPAGun, back part of the |^ou1der 
Ba(i lEf a maglatratA 
Baikv, a clnhl 
• Bkk bKKT, t> 6 e 4 i!rA 
Bfrn, a child 
UfrKBR, a wooden dl^h 
lifciooiN, building 

Bt ATtii), a drink made from uutvrj-mujv. 

Hi ATE, bashful 

Hi bKT, to bunit, out-apAklng 
JioLK, a ainall aperture. ^ 

Hon Ai i V, a ifartliig drlwk^ ^ 
Honme-walu(.h, guwgawa 
BtwjBiK, a dunce * 

Jk)W[E^ wooden diahfor^llk 

HhMan, broad 

Hrawh, fine clothes ^ 

HkkrkijU] , wanting the b^^hea 

Caluajtt, a lad. ^ 

UAniiNR, a witch 
Catlhan, a Highland robber 
Caused ed arvui, caoaewayed sewer. 
Chafm AN, a jimall inerehant, or pedlar, 
Obikld, a fallow* 

Cmkhcs and CLavE&s, loaiiidal «Dd non- 
aenae. 

Clavek, gossip, acandal 


C^bo, a billet of wood. 

CuAL-HBuon, coal pit 
Coo, a wooden Imwl 
CiMiru*, a bowlful a 
Coup, to barter, • 

Ckaio, a crag 

CiiAia, tlie neck. 1^ 

CftBRU, a iMuiket , IN A cheel, foolish, ^ 
Crowtue, nioa) and water 
CuifMRK, nclghlmor, goaalp^ 

CuffiSK, a aUlllo^ 

Cowp, to iipaet 

Dappik, larking 
Dapt, crary 

pAiKBR, to work or walk In a lasy, Irro 
solute way. 

Dead thraw, the last agony 
DEFTi.y, handsomely 
Deil, devil 
Dte, a toy 
Dimo, knock 

Divot, thin turf used fot roofing ooluigf* 
Dour, atubbom 
Dowias, a strong linen clotlk 
Dowir, dark 

Dramkock, meal aoalcad Jn wlter 
Dum, raga. 

Dukt, to knock. 

Rbv, eyas 
Bhbatb, encloM 

Fa’, fall 

IfACToH, a land ateward 
Fajicie on his pace, a uialedlrtlon 
F^h, trouble • 

Fkhueh mak* room paiji, wondifrs make 
fools eager 

Fev-poui, fated or nnfortnnate folk 
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Firiinr, crniy, eccentric 
PuruTER, U) flatter or tremble 
(LontcjM and jetrlm (Ugat), what hae 
Ij^en floated ashore fntm a wreck. 
Forby, beaidoa * 

FoftPiT, the fourth pai t of a peck measure 
Fowd, the Judge who formerly presided 
over the c^>urt uf Orkney and Shetland. 
Prhit, a cliartn or auperstitioiL 

^Gabcrlitkzir, a beggar 
Oaed, went ^ , 

Qanr. gone 
Oar, to oblige or force 
Oatf, way, or mode. 

Oanoryl, vagrant « 

Gear, property 

Oev »A»ny, a go<Kl many • 

Gik, give 

Giulh, the Jawa * ^ 
fli'f, If 

GnAunuR. a fascination or charm 
Gierk, land b^onging to the parsonage 
Quiwer, to gaze 
Gowk, a f(M»^ • 

Gowpek, as much aa can be held in both 
hands when placed together 
Graip, a grip or stable fork 
Gukw, to shiver 
OniHT, mill-fee payable m kind. 

Guuk sain 1 God bless us ! 

OuDEMAN and Gudewife, the heads of 
the hopse 

Ooi\^Rn, a mummer ^ 

Otkk CAKLIKB, bobgoblln 

t 

Hakka^ have not 
IIauo, hold • 

HAinsNsHAKKR, a vagabond or beggar 
Haiape, the throat 
Hakd-qcbrn, baud-mfll 
Happer, a ked-trough in a mill. 

Hahkie, to rob. 

Hasp, a hank of >am. 

Haud, hold 

Hjaltland, the old name for Shetland, 
supposed to bftve been derived from 
Hialti, a Norsp Viking. 

Hiwt, honey 

^ Hirtls, to hobble. • 

" HiRiEL, to move or slide down. 
HounwiPBSKSP^bouaewirery ^ 

Hour 1 tut 1 « 

HAvmoa, behavfeur 

UowFF, a retreat or meetihg-plaoe. 


fLiy-PA’RD, ill favoured. 
liJCA, each. 

Ik A CREEL, foolish 

Infano and outfako, right tryini 
tbievea 

JouoB, an instmineni for securing cviml- 
nals at the pillory 

e 

Kalb-pot, large pot for boiling broth. 
KaiLTARD, cabbie garden 
Ejempib, a None champion 
Kist, a chest 
Kittlk, ticklish 

KNAVKaHIP,^lues payable to the mill ae^ 
vanta. ■ 

Imir, learning 

Lave, the remainder , 

Lawkioht mak, the ju^ge of weights and 
measures ^ * 

Lawtin(^ Shetland Court of Judicature. 
Lispuno! thirty pounds avoirdupois. 
Ix)CK, a sm|ll qulntlty 
Luo. the ear 
Lcm, a ch^rnney 

Main, to moan 
Mair, more 

Maskjk#pat, a mashlng-vat 
Mauy, must 

HeKhns, Riucnrdineshiire 
Meltitm, food, a meal 
Mucklk, rnuod) 

Mv CBRTiE I rny faith I 

Nacket, a portable refreshment or Inn- 
cheon e 

Napekv, lV|£n • 

NATUKLEseTno 'ij^elesa. 

Nbist, next^ 

Kievetu;, a handful 
Nowt, black cattle. 

e 

OUT-XAKEK, except. 

Overlay, a cravlt. 

OwsKK, oxeu^ 

« 

Partaw, a crab. 

Peltrib, traah. 

Pit, put, 

Plakt- A-CRU 1 VE, small encloBoie fbi 
growing vegetablea. \ 

PuiCD SooiR, la. Sd. aterUliii 
PuiR, poor 

Querk, band mill 
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BaKDT, ft ftcold. 

Rapk, rop« 

Rakzeuman, a aort of eonatablo or pett7 
magtgtrate 

Kcodixo-kamk, a dreaftlng^coidb. 

Rk», sinoko 

Rttt, ft scratch or ^olalon. 

RoraLAT, a short cloak 

Roosb tub roKD, Judge of Ute ftrd 

Rotton^ a rat 

Baim, to bless. 

Bair, sore 

Banuie-laviiock, the sea lai^ • 

Haunt, saint 

Sadt, salt • 

8oart\ , also a sea fowl 

Scot^uK. a jouMg gull 
ScawHiff, Hbabhysiaean 
Hraixiii, a sea^ • 

HiiARNijY-PtCAT, fuel nia<# of cow’s dung 
Hmeitif, fl^Hhetland pony 
Hhooii, f7a*ltc^ there « 

8ic, such * 

HirtiAR. sure, easy , 

^ijLLocf, a young eoal-flah or^u. 

|.KH, uiofley 
fiKrnpisa, gallojnng 
BsKP, a ln>e 
Brio, f hut 
Hkiki , scream 

• Hkum fw, master of tho cereruouioa. 
Slap, a gap or i>aa« ^ 

Huh^kcm, to quench 

Svack, a hasty tneai 

Bnkck, the latch of the door 

8«jNaY, stout and handsome 

SoHKER, one who lives upon hia friends 

SoooH, a slgit. * 

Spaed, fo^old. * 

Bpbeii, inquire 
Spkkichki^b, uiovablea. 

Bpuvk, Are, a match 
BfIMtY, an an^ ii 
Btreek. stretciL / 

STRiDDLk to straddle. 

Buck EM, mill du^ 

Bdud, fthoold. 

Bviipu, ft labb«rl7 fallow. 


Bykk, ago, etnoe 
fivvER, ft sewer or drain. 

Tabh, taken ^ • 

TuAifui, oatgut 
Tukoithxr, together 
Tuiooeh, ft dependant, a beggar 
Thirl, the obligutiou on a twiiant to ha\ r 
his fiour ground at a ourtain mill 
Thole, endure 
Time, little sister 
Toom, empty 

’ Tov, a Rort of iniitclT lianging over U>o 
shoulders 

Tiikawart, perverse, athwart 
T^inolr, to trundle 
Thock, to batgsiu or do business 
Trow, a spirit or elf believed inEby the 
Norse 

» 

UuALiJCK, a lanftliolUer by right of long 
succession 
UiJUE, oil 
UMquuiLP, the late 

Unco, particularly • * 

UNtiAiJSXD, unhalled or saliAed 

ViPDA, driwi bet^. 

Vivbus, victuals 
VoB, an Inlet of the sea. 

Wadmaal, woollen cloth made In Sbeb 
laud 

WAIII.OCE, witch • 

Waok, worse 

'Wueem, a few j, 

WuiTTLK, a knife 

Writtik-wiiattik, slmfllingof wild dllng 
Whom LED. turned ovei* 

^ Wowr, crazy 

Yacmieh, ft travelling merchant, or pedlar 
Tarpa, a fibrous kind of peiA 
Yarm wtvdlb, a windin{^ tnstmment 
Tarta or TARTo, ray dear (from the 
Jcelandio UUirta ., the heart) 
Tellocmkd, yelled. • 
yBETRasN, yesterday. 

Twr» a gtU. , 
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AijAicoLruiuK, time of tale, 45 
AitamonL 5 'm Dunoe. 

Avery Uio pirate, 370 • 

UarhAia Yku>iwikt, hot economy, 46 
broken lUrough, 67 . noting the ¥/a»te, 
14f) * 

fteniurknn, 21 
lilnlH of prey, iwte, 473 
nroixla Tnol, ‘M , told reception to Mor- 
«iilt\unt, 134 , explauatiuna with Mor- 
daunt, 174^ < ftulldeuceti with Minna, 
-'OiJ , night visit from Nomn, 210, her 
feelings and nflectlon9f“'2*il . her fortune 
told, 238 vielt to Norna, ^98. In the 
lianda of Ihe pirates, 390 , marriage, 456 
Ilivie Hrmilsfoot at Stom burgh, 60; re- 
fviSi'H to help the rescued man, 86 , tells 
of the coining festivities, 105 , slanders, 
117, 41^, ftl llurgh Westra, 194, saleoJ 
chiu)lt't, ^02 , encounter with Cleve- 
lnn<\ 351 * 

Dunce, Jnekf^ meeting with Cleveland, 
3 17 , consideration for the alstora Troll, 
390 , plans the capture of Clo\ eland and 
Minna, 429 

Durgh Westra, featlvitles at, 129 , banquet, 
114 . the dance, 160, uiaaquerade, 170, 
fbrtune-te^lug, 230. 

Cakbonclb on Ward 11111, note, 408 
Clnnd ITalcni, 135 , storv of the tailor, 
140 , song of Mary, 143 , story of John 
Drj den, 155 . V>ng of Harold Harfager, 
161 , his fortune told, 235 , encountered 
singing at night. 263 , In the hut, 323 , 
recognition by Dunce, 398. 

•Cleveland saved from the wreck, 85 f 
presents Monlaunt with afowUng-picce, 
97 ; meets him^Vt Troll’s, 135 ; atteih- 
tiotvs £o the sifters, 146 . rescues Mor- 
dannt, 190; dilTbrence with him sboat 
UiO chaplet, 2l)2 , bis furtone told, 236 : 


love-meetflig with Minna, 244 , tale of 
his life, 252 , mooting with Dunce, 33S , 
stabs Mordannt, 847 , arregled^by the 
[ pedlar, 866 , on boanl the pinit ^,^86l , 
negotiates with the town uouimil, 375 . 
meets Minna in the c i\hodml, 409 , and 
with Noma, 4^ , 6cenc4fc Stennis, 437 . 
narratiiK) of his birth, 44S , his fute, 454 
(foins of ftbetland, note, 472 
ConsolatluD^Uuw^couie, IBS 

DKNMARK^hetlHad’s allegiance tf, 198 
Dinner, of a good, 144 ^ 

Drowning men, reluctance Co save, «t«A 
463 

Drows, tih), note, 464 

Dryden, John, 154 

Dwi^?f, Norna’a See Pacolet. 

Dwarfle Stouo, note, 468 

s 

Earl’s Pa lacs, Kirkwall, 335 
Emlianassiuents, extrication from, 821 
Erskmo, W , of Kiuedder, note, 460 

Fka, Jambb^Is capture of the pirate, 8 
F'ishermeu o^’b^land, ^ou, 471 
Fishery, wh%i, l^hetlaud, 241. 

Fortune tilling by Noma, 2,31 ^ 
rhymes, note, ^9 

Fortune’s Favouj^te, the, 386 , blown ap 
4*3^ 

Oorra, commander, 867, 

Gow the p.rat^ Si, 

Grief, the wprst, that cannot be oom 
municated, 287. 

Halgro See CUud. 

Halcyon frigate, 442. 

Harfra. S«o Stourbargh. N 
Harold Harfager, eonff, I8li 
Hawkins the boatswain, 888. 

Helyer of Swartoster, meeting of Chf 
lovers in, 244. 
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Hf>8pltaHtv in Sh<*tlfin(l, 11 
Hoy islautl, nou, 473. 

IftHiTATioK* affeots on youth aud old agv, 
106. 


^lUKWALL town^ouucil, 876 * 


La I NO, Malcolm, 6 
LlRhthouse vojago, 1 a 
Lord of the lalea, connection with the 
ligbtUouue voyage, 3 


tj<*\e and frleutlahip, detmteable grouud, 
180 • 


M^omus Thou, 11, oofh reception to 
Moidawnt, l^l^indigimntat the factor a 
ijryironri/ieiitH, IM , Ida fortune told, 
1 ^*?, vialt to Norun, 290 , fliida «holt#r 
III t^io hut, 3^'3 , caught by the pimtea* 
tsy ^ 

Mairuigea l^coiitiTiat^H? 

M«t^ tltfllg to, 14 1 
Mcrruaid, foni;, 171 
Mennaida, 24 , 7io^#',*4(52 ^ 

Meifoiin, Ijnsll (.Vnughanh 11 , quarrel 
iv#h hl« housi kciper, IS^qncation* hln 
tton, 7(U Kcck« out Nornft'^li aoarch of 
" hU aou, 27S, tlie aiirpruie, 286; con- 
uoctiou with Norna, ‘il7, 294, 361 , last 
nv^tiiig \klth her, 446 , ojfera hl« life 
for that of hi« situ, 4M 
MerU)un, MolUaunt, hl« odiuntiou, 22, 
linpiirtl ditv to the aistcMH, 34, seek# 
Kholter in Mtourbuigl.', M , qiieatlom'd 
by hta father, 76 , reacuea Cleveland, 
85 , unwelcome lu 105 . warned by 
Noma, 111, alnnib'ied, 117 cold r«- 
ieplion ai Bilrgh V.catni, 131 . explan- 
ailoua froiiL’l^ienda, I"; remued b> 
Cle\ilttnd, 190, d‘ >,feiire with biiii 
c-haj»h:£, 202, defended by 
HradlA, 224 , atablwd by Cleveland, 
347, itrango potnmimleation frtuu 
^^oniB, 360, rescudbf tlifl statew 458, 
^‘^rrative of bta bitb, 448 « marriage, 
456 • 

MUii In Shetland, »iof//864 
Minna Troll, 2<S cold rcwptlon to Mor- 
daiiiit, 134 , aitentiona from Cleveland, 
146, confldencea with Brenda, 206, 
niglit vtait from Norna, 210 , her fecl- 
mga and affectiona, 221 , her fortune ‘ 
told, 2Z^, meeting with her lover, 244 , 
plighta ht«i the troth of jCKlib, 250, 
aerenaded, 250 ; blood on her foot, 268 ; 
riding on the pxeolpioe, 299* under 


Norna'a spell, 307 , in the hands of the 
plralca, 300. takes the pistol, 401; 
meet lug with Chivel<uul in the cath- 
edral, 409 , and at tiiennia, 434 ; issigiiA- 
Uou. 457. 

Montrose's invasion, 160 
Moonlight and love, 180 
Mordaunt Sm Mertoun^ 

Mousa Castle, note, 471 
Music, Intluence of simple, 169. 

Nice Struvpfkr. Sm Pocolet * 
Noma, at SLoiirbujfl^h, 60 , tempest wuh 
67 , at thu wref^k, 88 warns Mordaunt 
against Cleveland, 111 , her tale, 211 ; 
tells the furtunen of the company, 231 , 
• niuetlrig wlU» Mordanut's father, 282; 
5f ogiiiiM'H account of her, 291 ; ^Islt from 
the Trolls In bur cavern, 303 , her sj'idl 
over Minna, s 808, throws out the 
vhtuala, 396, clniins Mordnimi*r*»4ier 
son, 860, separate Minna and Clnvo- 
land, 410, mistakes her son, 447 , end 
of 456 ^ 

Noma, critiei‘<rn on, the charaetorj 1, 
note, 472 > 

Noise fragments, note, 460 
Norther^ LiglJlUouso voyage, 1 

OuiH, promise of, rute, 471 

Facvijct the dwarf, 800, 332 
Pedlar See Brytc 
Pictlsh Huigh, note, 471 
Pirate (Mevelauil 
Pirate crew, 307 . caidurad. Is ' 

PiruU", the novel, 6 
Plant le enuve, note, 460 
Punch-bowl at Burgh Weslra, 16 

RuNALrisoN, the rauielnuin, 90, Ideas of 
saving life, 118 
Boost of Hum burgh, 9 
Rover, Itfo of, S43, * 

Baoah, Norse, £4 
Bt Magnus Cathedral, ^OH 
8t Ninlans, ruins of/ 279 
St Olla fair, 340, 860 
Scotch In Shetland, 16 
Sea fowl, catching, 23 
Sea-raonstcrs, nt'te, 462 
Serenade of Minna, 269 
*Shotland Mainland, 9 , teropesi, H6 , 
ponies, f2;i; allegl.mce to Dcnmari, 
198 , the white flaheiy, 241 ; drawbar ka 
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WAVEKLEY NOVpi^. 


of, 825 , mills, note, 4d4 , fishermen, ^ 
note. 471 
Bongs— 

A thtumnd wintorsda^ have Ac wn, 216 
And you ihall deal the funeral dole, 263 
Ohaiuplon, famed for warlike toll, 283 
Dwellers of the mountain, rlae, 2U 
Farewell I farewell I the voice you hear, 
260 

Farewell, merry maldenti, to song and to 
langh, 242 

farewell to Northniaven, 143 
Fathoms deep beneath the wave, 171 
For leagues along the watery way, 209 
love wakes and weeps, 250 
Mother darksome, inottier dretul, 282 
Robin Rover said to his crew, 867 
Ht Magnus control thee, that martyr of 
treason, 264 

^em eagle of the far north nest, 67. 
T(\e*'Hun la rising dimly rt J, 163 
Thou so needful, yet so dread, 308. . 

Thou that over billows dark, 310 

Hpaijlsb Armada, pillaging of, 237 | 

Stennis standing stbnes, note, 473 i 

Stories, long, 1%1 , Claud Halcro’s, 158 
Btourbuiyb, the factor*# hpuse, 38 , cold 
hospitality at, 60 * 

Bum burgh Head, 9 
Superstitions, stages of. 62. 229 
Bword*dRUce, note, 466 
Bwertlia, Mertdun's houaekeo})er, 21, 
Ideas of wrockage, 93, 118. 


Tbvpbbt in Shetland, 86 
song, 67 

Triptolemus, his edneation, 42. upastby 
the sheltie, 127, his improvements, 
164 , at the whale-chase, ; fin ling 
the treasure, 827 . given as a hostage 
to the pirates, 382 

Troll 8^ Rrenda, Magnus, and Miniu.. 

Troth-plight Norse, 7 

Trouble, dirierent etrecte of, 428 

Trows, the, note, 464 

I^RY, 8ih Jouk note, 464 

Vauohak 5erlfertoun, Basil 

Wari» Hill CAUBUhChrl^noU, 4^ 

Wbsle-chaae, 183 

?4'ludtf, sale of, note, 4C2 
song to tlic, 810 

Woman, inconsistencies of 4.^0 admired, 

Women fon^. of Investigating mystery, 
13 , side with t^e oppressed, 273 , 
whims of, 13^ 

Wreck scene, 

Wreckage ^plniture, 132, in Shetland,^ 
note, 464 ‘ 

YxiiLSBor.CO 

Yollowley, Jasper, 88, scr aUo Tiipndv 
mus'and Barbaim. 

ItSirrLANLt ^rf b^'etland 


KKD or TEE PIRATE. 


rr-tnieti ^ R & R, Clark, Edtuburgh, 










